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This is the year

that
Pascal Vicedomini

was and is!

Founder and Producer of Los Angeles, Italia

W

Always supporting
the best Italian Cinema

elcome everyone! 2018 marks the 30th anniversary of
the Academy Awards ceremony which bestowed nine
Oscars upon Bernardo Bertolucci’s “The Last Emperor”; the
50th anniversary of Franco Zeffirelli’s masterpiece “Romeo &
Juliet”; a tribute to Lina Wertmuller’s legendary career; four
Oscar nominations for Luca Guadagnino’s “Call Me by Your
Name” and the surprising nomination for Alessandra Querzola, who created the sets for “Blade Runner 2049.”
These are all moments of real pride for L.A., Italia, which, since
2006 has become a classic event that takes place every year at
the TCL Chinese Six Theatres the week before Oscar night, with
the purpose of celebrating Italian talent, films and filmmakers
alongside Oscar nominees and celebrities who love our country
and are connected to it through this amazing medium.
Since its inception, the L.A., Italia Festival has chosen the right
place on the international calendar at a location that is a symbol
for cinema the world over – the heart of Hollywood!
Over the past 13 years the Capri in the World Institute has been
committed to the creation and development of this unique festival –
working with its American friends and colleagues Mark and Dorothy
Canton, Al Newman and Mark Frazier – with the goal of encouraging
the talented young Italians who have been making major contributions to our film and music culture, and who are followed by the global
media which reinforce our festival’s tradition.
Despite their geographical distance, Italy and the United States have
always been very close and L.A., Italia has played a major role in
strengthening the friendship between our two countries’ cultures
with mutual respect and a pride to preserve their individual diversities despite the unceasing march towards globalization.
From day one, L.A., Italia, like its sister festivals Capri, Hollywood
and Ischia Global, which take place respectively on their picturesque
islands in the Bay of Naples could count on the dedicated contribution
of a great Italian artist, Lina Wertmuller, the first woman to have ever
been nominated for a Best Director Oscar.

Mark Canton, Pascal Vicedomini and Lina Wertmuller

In 2016 Sophia Loren and Helen Mirren lobbied for a well-deserved
Lifetime Achievement Award to acknowledge Lina’s incredible career. This year the big Maestra of many contemporary female authors,
and the amazing director of movies known and appreciated all over
the world, will celebrate her 90th birthday.
We fervently wish that to commemorate this milestone occasion,
the Academy will present her with a Governor’s Award for her huge
contribution through her precious works of art to increase respect for
women and propagate civil rights.
We hope that the idea launched by our Institute and supported by her
many prominent American friends will help Lina earn an award to
inaugurate a new dawn characterized by equal treatment and equal
rights, in the entertainment business as well as in other sectors.
Hooray for Lina Wertmuller, Italian Cinema and L.A., Italia!

&

monica alessandro
bellucci bertolazzi
HAVE JOINED THE ACADEMY

www.raicinema.rai.it
www.01distribution.it
www.raicinemachannel.rai.it

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, the globally renowned organization known for the Oscars, has recently
welcomed 774 new industry members, reaching a record membership of approximately 8,500. The new Italians included on
the prestigious list are international film stars Monica Bellucci
Alessandro Bertolazzi, Oscar winner for “Suicide Squad”. Other
Italian luminaries include Gianfranco Rosi (whose “Fire at Sea”
was nominated for Best Documentary Feature in 2017) as well as
casting directors Anna Maria Sambucco and Francesco Vedovati,
editor Jacopo Quadri and makeup artist Vittorio Sodano.
The new A.M.P.A.S.
President John Bailey
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maria

bello

chairperson

2018

Actress, author, producer
and human rights activist
for the past 30 years, she has been
named one of Variety’s most
powerful women in Hollywood

A

n internationally renowned actor and activist, Maria
Bello is the author of “Whatever… Love Is Love,” a book
that makes a compelling argument about the fluidity of
partnerships, and how families today come in a myriad shapes
and sizes. She captured the world’s attention with her essay,
“Coming Out as a Modern Family” in the New York Times’
popular “Modern Love” column. Her article became one of the
ten most popular in “Modern Love” history.
With her overwhelming stage presence and her unique talent
for improvisation, Bello is a perfect dramatic actress, with the
ability to express the deepest and most convincing sorrow like
only few other performers can do. After numerous theatre
and TV appearances, she landed her first major gig on the hit
series “ER” as Doctor Anna Del Amico, a role that brought her
international exposure.
Hollywood soon noticed her and in 1999, Bello was cast in the
Mel Gibson starrer “Payback,” following which she appeared

as the owner of the trendy bar which hosts the events unfolding
in “Coyote Ugly.” She worked with Bruce Paltrow in “Duets,”
Paul Schrader in “Autofocus,” Jason Reitman in “Thank You
for Smoking,” and Wayne Kramer in “The Cooler,” that earned
her a 2003 Golden Globe nomination for Best Supporting
Actress.” Two years later, the Hollywood Foreign Press
Association honored her with a Best Actress nomination for her
performance as Viggo Mortensen’s wife in David Cronenberg’s
“A History of Violence.”
In 2009, she was voted one of Variety’s “most powerful women
in Hollywood” for her prolific activism. Bello has spoken around
the country on social impact, investing, the issues in Haiti and
women’s LGBT and human rights. She is a board member of
Darfur Women Action Group (DWAG), a non-profit NGO that
undertakes activism on behalf of genocide victims of the Darfur
Conflict.

THE SUN LADIES VR
THE STORY OF AN ALL-FEMALE
MILITIA FIGHTING ISIS

“What excited me most was the idea of empowered women. The idea
that women facing the most extreme violence would use force against
that violence, which we never really see,” said Maria Bello, who, along
with Celine Tricart and Christian Stephens are producing the virtual
reality documentary “The Sun Ladies VR,” which follows a troop of
Yazidi women fighters. After ISIS soldiers invaded the Yazidi community of Sinjar, killing all of the men and taking the women and girls as
sex slaves, these brave women escaped and formed a female-only
fighting force to bring back their sisters and protect the honor and
dignity of their people.

Christian Stephens, Celine Tricart and Maria Bello
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THE

italian FILM FESTIVALS PAVE THE WAY TO THE

The annual film and music events
organized by the Capri in the World
Institute are a strategic cultural bridge
between two countries, two cultures
and two cinematic styles. The Institute
has been recognized as a driving force
in the promotion of Italian culture as
well as a valuable showcase for Oscar®
nominated and Oscar-winning films,
filmmakers and actors

season

jimmy kimmel

Martin
McDonagh

WILL BE RETURNING
®
TO HOST THE OSCARS

From Casamicciola to Hollywood’s Big Night…

A

n increasing number of artists and majors are eager to take part
in the Los Angeles, Italia Film Fashion and Art Fest, the event
that along with its other two ‘sister festivals – Capri, Hollywood – The
International Film Festival and the Ischia Global Fest – have been able to strengthen a
metaphorical bridge between Italy and Hollywood.
Alongside Italy’s traditional cultural locations such as Venice and Rome, for many years the
Gulf of Naples has hosted two exciting festivals attended by movie fans and award-winning
celebrities. For many filmmakers and performers, our festivals have been a launching pad
for the Golden Globes and the Academy Awards. This has been true for Paolo Sorrentino,
Michel Hazanavicius, Jeoffrey Rush, Forest Whitaker, Helen Mirren, Alicia Vikander and
Melissa Leo, who first were honored in Italy and a few weeks later at the Oscars. Multiple
Oscar recipients Dante Ferretti and Francesca Lo Schiavo, who have been friends of our
festivals since their earliest incarnation, think of them as their good luck charms and
Cheryl Boone Isaacs, a past president of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
(AMPAS), is extremely fond of Ischia having attended its last three editions.
At the eve of the Oscars many contenders have already received awards in Italy. The 22nd
edition of Capri, Hollywood gave the Best Movie Award to Jordan Peele’s “Get Out,” and the
Best Director Award to Christopher Nolan (for “Dunkirk”), an auteur who pursues the
Powell & Pressburger’s artistic legacy characterized by a far-reaching and spectacular style
and character-centered stories set against the mighty events of our time.
Joe Wright’s “Darkest Hour” was honored for Best Editing, Valerio Bonelli was acknowledged for Best Music Score and Dario Marianelli for Best Hair & Makeup; “Three
Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri” received awards for Best Actress to Frances
McDormand, Best Supporting Actor to Sam Rockwell and Best Original Screenplay to
Martin McDonagh.
Two awards were given to “The Disaster Artist” (James Franco as Best Actor and to the
team composed of Scott Neustadter, Michael H. Weber, Greg Sestero and Tom Bissell
for Best Adapted Screenplay); and to Disney’s “Coco” (Best Animated Movie and Best
Original Song, “Remember Me “ by Michael Giacchino, Kristen Anderson-Lopez and
Robert Lopez). The Best Supporting Actress Award was presented to Melissa Leo for
“Novitiate,” which had its European premiere in Capri. The Best Production Design
Award was presented to Alessandra Querzola for “Blade Runner 2049,” while filmmaker
James Ivory received the Best Adapted
Screenplay award for his superb screenplay of Luca Guadagnino’s “Call Me
by Your Name.”
Our festivals always bet on the most
emotional characters and stories of
the season, and aim at discovering,
with creativity, courage and devotion, a
fast-evolving and multi-faceted world
which is always exploring new talent,
new languages and new approaches.
Our events continue to be inspired by
Hollywood and to be enchanted by this
wonderful and timeless dream factory.
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hollywood
Awards

Michael Giacchino

Frances McDormand and Sam Rockwell

Christopher Nolan

T

he Academy confirmed that Jimmy Kimmel and the 2017 Oscar
Night production team of Michael De Luca and Jennifer Todd will
be returning for the 90th edition of the Academy Awards. A TV host,
a producer, a comedian and an irresistible entertainer, Kimmel is the
new King of American late-night television. He is extremely proud of
his Italian roots: His maternal ancestors were born in Casamicciola,
one of the enchanting villages located on the Mediterranean Green
Island. In 2015 Kimmel finally had the chance to visit “his” island
when he and his family attended the Ischia Global Fest.
“Jimmy, Mike and Jennifer are a true Dream Team, said Cheryl Boone
Isaacs, the Academy’s past President in making the announcement. Michael De Luca
“Mike and Jennifer gave life to a visually stunning show. And Jimmy,
from his opening speech to the unimaginable finale, proved to be one
of the best hosts in the history of the Oscars.” The 2018 ceremony
will take place March 4th at Hollywood’s Dolby Theatre and will be
aired live on the ABC Television network as well as in 225 countries
throughout the world.

Giullermo
Del Toro

Jordan Peele

Margot Robbie

Willem Dafoe

CHERYL BOONE ISAACS
TO CHAIR 2018 ISCHIA GLOBAL FEST
Cheryl Boone Isaacs, past president of the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts & Sciences, will head the honorary board of the
2018 Ischia Global Fest (July 15-22). It will mark her fourth time
at Europe’s hottest Summertime Film & Music event which
showcases global movies, celebrates international performing
artists and filmmakers, involves top executives in timely panels
dealing with global industry concerns and focuses on many
social issues. The long list of distinguished past chairpersons
includes Kerry Kennedy, Trudie Styler, producers Mark Canton
and Aurelio De Laurentiis, directors Bobby Moresco and Lee
Daniels, and Italian icons Marina Cicogna, Franco Nero and
Tony Renis.

Gary Oldman

Cheryl Boone Isaacs with Italian directors Antonio Piazza
and Fabio Grassadonia at Ischia Global Fest 2017
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luca

SUSPIRIA

GUADAGNINO
old

A TRIBUTE TO
DARIO ARGENTO’S
HORROR
MASTERPIECE

Year of G
Gianluca Castagna
Journalist

Italian’s director acclaimed movie
Call Me by Your Name is headed for the Oscars®

I

t is rare to see a delicate, energetic and graceful work filled with such heartfelt melancholy.
This story of love and passion between two young men, set in Italy in the Eighties, has
literally captivated US audiences, and since its premiere at the 2017 Sundance Film Festival has
been receiving critical and audience acclaim along with a plethora of awards.
Luca Guadagnino’s masterpiece, “Call Me by Your Name,” is his most intimate motion picture,
full of the enthralling magnetism which characterizes the filmmaker’s movies, whose depth
still needs to be explored. He said: “I am a stateless person and my feet are always planted on a
border. I have always felt I had a marginalized position in the world”.
Born in Palermo, Sicily, Guadagnino lived in Ethiopia for six years. He is one of the most
appreciated Italian filmmakers overseas. The turning point of his brilliant career as a director,
screenwriter and producer was “I Am Love,” a groundbreaking melodrama revolving around
the secrets of a dynastic aristocratic family. The film was appreciated by critics and audiences,
especially in America, where Variety defined it as “an extraordinary work” and The New Yorker
gave it two praise-filled pages.
On the heels of this international acclaim, Guadagnino continued to pursue his own idea of art
and cinema – he filmed a documentary on Bernardo Bertolucci, directed operas on stage and
contributed to discovering and nurturing new talents by producing their first short movies. In
2015, he returned to the big screen with “A Bigger Splash,” a vital movie endowed with contagious
energy, which earned critical acclaim abroad and also sparked some controversy in Italy.
“Call Me by Your Name” tells, with enchanting grace, an experience which everyone can
identify with, regardless of one’s sexual orientation: The first real love. The story takes place in
Italy where over the course of a long hot summer a boy and a young man live a secret, intense
and touching relationship that will forever change the central character’s life.
Based on a novel of the same name by American author André Aciman, and with a screenplay
by James Ivory, the movie is enriched by the extraordinary performances of highly talented
actors Timothée Chalamet, Armie Hammer and Michael Stuhlbarg. “Call Me by Your
Name” empathically delves into the writer’s memories which become our own, and shows
the explosion of a concealed desire. However, love is never free from consequences. As the
protagonist’s father explains in a moving final dialogue with his son, the pain that is generated
by the end of a love affair will heal, but the unforgettable experience will stay forever. Feelings
change during the seasons of our lives but our tears will forever be impressed in our soul and
will help build what we call ‘maturity’.

Luca Guadagnino
and Dario Argento

F

Timothée Chalamet, Luca Guadagnino and Armie Hammer

MICHELLE WILLIAMS
IN LET IT FALL BACK
with CUMBERBATCH
and GYLLENHAAL
WITH TILDA SWINTON,

JAMES
IVORY
12

A 2018
oscar®
FAVORITE

orty years after its release, “Suspiria,” the unforgettable horror
gem directed by Dario Argento, has been remade by Luca
Guadagnino, who wrote and directed this new version - which
is less gory but has a crueler take than the original film. Like the
original, the story is set in Berlin in the late Seventies and focuses
on the subject of motherhood. The remake stars Dakota Johnson,
Tilda Swinton, Chloe Grace Moretz, Mia Goth, Angela Winkler
and features Jessica Harper in a cameo role – the actress being the
leading character of Argento’s 1977 film.
“Quentin Tarantino has already seen it,” Guadagnino told the
media. “Tarantino and I have been good friends since we were jurors
together in Venice. I needed his advice for this movie, and I must
admit that I was a bit nervous. But his reaction comforted me, he was
enthusiastic about it, he even cried. That’s because my ‘Suspiria’ is
not just a horror film, but also a melodrama. My goal was to have the
audience watch the horror without having the impulse to look away,
because the viewers will become deeply involved in the characters.”

TWENTY YEARS TOGETHER

marco
morabito

jennifer
lawrence

in
burial
rites

Jake Gyllenhaal, Michelle Williams and Benedict Cumberbatch
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dennis

gassner
designing
the future

Winner of an Oscar® for “Bugsy,”
the artist earned his sixth Academy Award®
nomination for the imaginative
and futuristic universe that he created
for the “Blade Runner” sequel
directed by Denis Villeneuve

T

he production designer plays a key creative role in the making of a motion
picture or a television program, but the art is little known outside the
entertainment industry. He or she is the architect of the film, responsible for the
overall look of a production, working with the director and producer to select the locations
and create the visual feel that will help tell the story. And one of the very best in Hollywood
is Dennis Gassner, the production designer on some 40 films which include three James
Bond movies and six made by the Coen brothers.
Nominated five times for a Best Production Design Academy Award, the Canadian-born
Gassner won the Oscar for “Bugsy” in 1992. He was also nominated for an Art Directors
Guild award for his work on “Quantum of Solace” and “Skyfall,” winning for the latter.
The look he created for “Blade Runner 2049,”directed by Denis Villeneuve, is even more
extreme than what was in the original, almost a doubly dystopian world, set 30 years later.
When Gassner started his work on the film, he asked for a one-word descriptor from
Denis in order to find a touchstone from which to create the futuristic world. “Brutality”
was the word. Everything in this world has changed for the worse: it’s even more
apocalyptic. Have we gone through the Ice Age, global warming? We don’t know exactly,
but the director says it doesn’t matter. The sea’s encroaching, it’s raining all the time. But
Gassner hopes it’s rather beautifully bleak.
The architectural concept which follows Syd Mead’s extraordinary ideas featured in Ridley
Scott’s original version, is now stretched to create a canvas where everything has a fake
and unnatural look and has become the reflection of a synthetic world created by mankind
but that has ended up suffocating it.

looking FORward CHRISTOPHER NOLAN’S

bond 25

Gassner is currently working at Pinewood Studios, the famous Studios west
of London, on his fourth Bond movie, the 25th in the series which is codenamed “Bond 25.” He was also production designer on “Quantum of Solace,”
the 22nd, “Skyfall,” the 23rd, and “Spectre,” the 24th. “The Bond films have
a great history,” Gassner says. “They are made everywhere and are quite
magical to look at. So, I start by looking at what’s interesting in the story and
then work out what I think the audience wants to see. Bond audiences are
very smart, because they have been educated by these films and they want
something unique in every new 007 adventure.”
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alessandra

querzola
extraordinaire!

set decorator
T

he “Hollywood Dream Factory” is not only populated by actors,
directors and visionary producers. Every year, honors are also
bestowed upon the numerous professionals whose artistic, creative and
hand-crafted contributions contribute to the look and feel of each and
every film.
A successful project is produced by a tight-knit team, with everyone
giving their best to achieve the best possible final product.
Cinematographers, set designers, set decorators, set construction
coordinators, costume designers and sound mixers are only some of
the professionals who strive to create movie magic.
Alessandra Querzola, born in Trieste, is a production designer and a
set decorator who is successfully pursuing the great Italian artisanal
tradition that has contributed to the fame of our movies all over the
world. She has always loved working with objects, colors, fabrics, to
find the right place for materials, give them an identity and a role,
trying to capture the right balance between classic and innovative
styles.
Her work has always revolved around the construction of a world
where a specific story takes place. Working alongside Dennis Gassner,
she created the imaginative and futuristic universe of “Blade Runner
2049,” Denis Villeneuve’s movie which 35 years after the original
version, shows what happened to the world wonderfully depicted by
Ridley Scott, who directed a true milestone of film history.
For their extraordinary work, Gassner and Querzola are included among
this year’s Oscar nominees for Best Production Design.

From Trieste to
California, on the road
to Oscar®: the Italian lady
is one of the contenders
of this awards season,
a talented artist whose
taste and creativity
enhance the look of big
international films

for

A NEW FUTURISTIC STORY SET IN 2049

danny
boyle

Nominated for five Oscars including Best Achievement in
Production Design. Ryan Gosling is Agent K, and works as
a blade runner for the Los Angeles police, in the year 2049.
His discovery of a long-buried secret leads him to track
down former blade runner Rick Deckard, who’s been missing for thirty years. In doing so, Agent K deals with a difficult mission, both from a philosophic and a physical point
of view, as he is confronted with the value of memory and
the role of the human race in a world dominated by futuristic technology.

Alessandra Querzola has also
worked on “Trust,” a miniseries
directed by Danny Boyle (“The
Millionaire”), for the American
cable network, FX.
Set in 1973, it explores the story of John Paul Getty
III, heir to the Getty dynasty – who, at the age of 16
was abducted in Rome by the Calabrian Mob (‘ndrangheta) who demanded a six-digit ransom for the boy’s
release. However, the criminals soon find out that the
Getty’s are a divided clan, involved in drugs and bankruptcy, and nothing goes as they had planned.
Donald Sutherland stars in the series as John Paul’s grandfather, the family patriarch J. Paul Getty. Hillary Swank
stars as the abductee’s mother, Gail Getty, the only person who cares for the son, and who becomes personally
involved in the negotiations with the abductors.

BLADE RUNNER in “trust”
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ITALIAN PRESIDENT

sergio
mattarella
STRESSES

THE IMPORTANCE
OF ITALY AND
AMERICA’S CLOSE
FRIENDSHIP
“T

he long-standing friendship between America
and Italy will enable the two countries to face and
overcome present and future challenges,” declared the
President of the Italian Republic Sergio Mattarella during
his most recent trip to the United States, stressing the
meaningful cooperation between the two countries. This
relationship dates back to the Italian Unification in the 19th
century, and it was reinforced by the events of the Second
World War, after which the bond became even stronger.
“Italy will always be close to the United States and all the
countries involved in fighting terrorism and defending
the fundamental values of freedom they are founded on,”
Mattarella concluded.

thanks to

PRIME MINISTER

european
parliament

PAOLO
ident
GENTILONI pres
antonio
tajani

In 2019 Matera will become a global crossroad
as the European City of Culture. This project will
highlight the richness, diverse and common characteristics of the varied European cultures, while
promoting an inter-cultural dialogue and mutual
understanding among the EU citizens. On this occasion, the so-called ‘City of Stones’ will host a number
of interesting activities that will highlight its importance and value. Thanks to its 1993 inclusion on the
UNESCO World Heritage List and to the attention
received with the production there of Mel Gibson’s
“The Passion”, Matera is now featured in all the
international tourist guides and every year welcomes
thousands of visitors from all over the world.

CINECITTà’S 80 YEARS
OF HISTORY ON DISPLAY
There’s young Sophia Loren posing for the photographers on
a car hood; Federico Fellini wiping Anita Ekberg’s feet with
a towel after she emerged from her famous bath in the Trevi
Fountain during the making of “La Dolce Vita”; and there’s
Roberto Benigni brandishing the Oscar he won for “Life is
Beautiful.” These are but some of the 150 pictures which capture some of the most iconic stars and scenes from the rich
history of Italian films, as well as some of the real events that
occurred over a span of 80 years. The exhibition shows how
cinema has become a book that narrates our history and how
Cinecittà was the place where the dreams of a whole country
could come true.
From December 20, 2017 to May 7, 2018, images and news
of our country are on display at the exhibition “Cinecittà, fatti
e personaggi tra il cinema e la cronaca,” with material taken
from the Archives of Istituto Luce Cinecittà and ANSA, the
Italian National News Agency.
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the international

honorary
board
An incredible group of loyal
friends and supporters

Armando Varricchio,

Ambassador of Italy to the United States

HONORARY EXECUTIVE BOARD 2018

Donald Sutherland, Paolo Virzì and Helen Mirren

LEADERSHIP 2018
Honorary Chairman • Mark Canton
Chairperson • Maria Bello
Honorary President • Tony Renis
President • Dorothy Canton
Co-Chairs

Lady Monika Bacardi • Alessandro Bertolazzi •
Marina Cicogna • Martha De Laurentiis •
Osvaldo De Santis • ciera foster • Mark Frazier
• Siedah Garrett • Corky Hale •
Francesca Harrison • Andrea Iervolino •
Fulvio Lucisano • Heidi Jo Markel •
Bobby Moresco • Elettra Morini • Franco Nero •
Gianni Nunnari • Darina Pavlova • Mike Stoller

Vice President - Global Strategy
Al Newman

Mistress of Ceremony • Maria Pia Calzone
Founder and Producer • Pascal Vicedomini
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Marina Cicogna and Diane Von Furstenberg

Sergio Mattarella - President of the Italian Republic
Antonio Tajani - President of the European Parliament
Armando Varricchio - Italian Ambassador to the USA
Antonio Verde - Consul General of Italy in Los Angeles
Joe Buscaino - Los Angeles City Council member
Francesco Rutelli - President Anica
Giancarlo Leone - President Apt
Michele Scannavini - President Ice
Roberto Cicutto - President and CEO Luce - Cinecittà
Filippo Sugar - President SIAE
Clive J. Davis - Founder Arista Records
Neil Portnow - President, The Recording Academy
Luca Cordero di Montezemolo - President NTV
Diego Della Valle - President Tod’s Group Spa
Gianluca Isaia - President Isaia Spa
Dino Blandolino - Italian Trade Commissioner in Los Angeles
Elizabeth Monk Daley - Dean of USC School of Cinematic Arts
Leron Gubler - President Hollywood Chamber of Commerce
Shaul Kuba - Principal CIM Group

Honorary Board
Al Pacino
Dario Argento
Bille August
Antonio Avati, CEO DueA FIlm
Harold Becker
David Balle, CEO Apj
Marco Bellocchio
Lawrence Bender, Bender Brown
Productions
Bernardo Bertolucci
Jacqueline Bisset
Aloe Blacc
Jacob Bloom
Andrea Bocelli
Stefano Bollani
Bono Vox
Cristina Comencini
Lee Daniels
Clive J. Davis
Alexandre Desplat
Paolo Del Brocco, CEO Rai Cinema
Francesco De Gregori
Christian De Sica
Roberto Faenza
Dante Ferretti
and Francesca Lo Schiavo
Peter Fonda
David Foster
Diane Von Fustemberg
Humberto Gatica
Paolo Genovese
Jim Gianopulos
Mel Gibson
Jack Gilardi
Vittorio Grigolo
Luca Guadagnino
Anjelica Huston
Samuel and LaTanya Jackson
Ken Kleinberg
Donald Kushner, TLC Chinese
Theatre
Taylor Hackford
Naomie Harris
Jimmy Iovine
Kerry Kennedy - President RFK
Center
Jimmy Kimmel
John Landis
Andrea and Raffaella Leone
Avi Lerner, CEO Nu Image
Melissa Leo

Michael Madsen
Joe Mantegna
Mario Martone
Citto Maselli
Bill Mechanic
Arnon Milchan
Liza Minnelli
Helen Mirren
Ennio Morricone
Rick Nicita
Kenny Ortega
Michele Placido
Massimo Ranieri
Richard and Tony Ressler,
Principals CIM Group
Carlo Rossella, President Medusa
Vasco Rossi
Mickey Rourke
David O. Russell
Alessandro Salem, Chief of
Contents Mediaset
Gabriele Salvatores
Ted Sarandos, Chief of Contents
Netflix
Pietro Scalia
Joel Schumacher
Allen and Darian Shapiro
Avi Shemesh, Principal CIM
Group
Anthony Shriver Kennedy President Best Buddy
Mira and Paul Sorvino
Sting
Sylvester Stallone
Fisher Stevens
Trudie Styler
Quentin Tarantino
Jeremy Thomas, Chairman
Recorded Picture Co.
Giuseppe Tornatore
Pietro Valsecchi, President
TaoDue
Paula Wagner
Christoph Waltz
Diane Warren
Jason Weinberg - Principal
Untitled Entertainment
Lina Wertmuller
Forest Whitaker
Zucchero

the strength
of continuity

Thanks to the Minister of Culture
and Tourism Dario Franceschini
and the leaders of Italian cinema

L

os Angeles, Italia’s 13th edition – like its
predecessors – will be supported by the Italian
Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities, thus
guaranteeing a high quality and interesting schedule as
well as the participation of international personalities
who contribute to the success of this well-established
and renowned event. Los Angeles, Italia attracted the
attention and support of the Ministry’s Cinema Directors
General, whose positive approach has helped promote
Italian cinema and its talents in the heart of the global
film industry.
Since its premiere edition the festival has been growing
exponentially, earning the appreciation of many Los
Angeles-based institutions and cultural associations.
This goal has been reached thanks to the participation
Dario Franceschini, Matteo Renzi, Bernardo Bertolucci,
of numerous members of the entertainment community
Roberto Benigni, Giuseppe Tornatore and Paolo Sorrentino
who believe in Italian cinema and appreciate its echo
around the world. These friends of the festival acknowledge
the fundamental role played by our country in global
Nicola Borrelli, director cinema,
entertainment.
department of the Ministry of Culture

FELLINI’S LEGENDARY THEATRE ‘FULGOR’

HAS BEEN RESTORED AND OPENED TO THE PUBLIC
Fulgor is a symbol for Maestro Federico Fellini. On
the day marking the 98th anniversary of his birth,
Italy celebrated the unforgettable filmmaker who has
left an indelible mark in motion picture history, with
the official inauguration of the Fulgor movie theatre
in Fellini’s beloved hometown of Rimini. The ribbon
was cut by the Minister of Culture Dario Franceschini,
who declared: “This wonderful theatre, designed
by Dante Ferretti, will become an important international attraction in the global film environment.
Fellini will stay with us forever and it is important
to have a place where he can be remembered
and celebrated. Investing in Fellini and in film
culture is an important initiative for the town of
Rimini and the whole world.”

palermo

Federico Fellini
Dante Ferretti

THE 2018 ITALIAN
CAPITAL OF CULTURE

“Palermo’s victory is generated by a well-grounded project fostering such
principles as constructive co-existence, open dialogue and free thinking,
which form the basis for the city’s renaissance. However, Palermo’s role as
the Capital of Culture will not come to an end on December 31, 2018. In fact,
it will continue to pursue the efforts made in the past few years to embody
the symbol of cultural exchange in the heart of the Mediterranean,” declared the Minister of Culture Dario Franceschini, during the inauguration
ceremony celebrating the city’s prestigious acknowledgment.
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SHOWCASING
THE COuNTRY’s
		
ICONS

francesco

rutelli

anica

aims to re-launch the
audiovisual sector, giving
new impulse to the industry

A

R

Michele Scannavini,
president ICE

ice

ecently, ICE, the Agency for the International Promotion and the
Insourcing of Italian Companies, has given more importance to
the national film industry, enhancing the insourcing process.
The Italian film industry is characterized by a strong entertaining
approach and an exceptional cultural value, delivering products
which leave a mark in the global perception of our country around the
world. The Italian film industry is a defining asset of our country, and
belongs to the famed made-in-Italy creations.
ICE warmly welcomes the 13th edition of the Los Angeles, Italia
Festival to celebrate Italian talent and creativity in Hollywood and to
reinforce the cultural bridge between Italy and USA.

THE ITALIAN TRADE AGENCY
SETS A NEW RECORD

The long awaited new trend is finally exceeding our experts’ best expectations. Italian exports have dramatically improved and are once again at the forefront in Europe. The data for 2017 is extremely positive – a 7% increase over the prior year, with a
€330 Billion in sales, showing that ‘Made in Italy’ food, design, cars and fashion are
still a symbol of high quality.
Michele Scannavini, President of the ICE Agency, declared: “In 2018, over €175
Million will be allocated for the promotion of Italian products, particularly in United
States and Asia where 75% of online purchases are made. We will soon announce the
first agreement with global e-tailers, to promote Italian fashion in these markets.”
Florindo Blandolino
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year ago, Francesco Rutelli was elected President of ANICA, the National
Association of Film and Audiovisual Industry. During this time the
organization has been developing a number of long awaited rules which are
renewing the sector and will help relaunch the entire industry.
“I believe that this is a memorable time for this industry as it
is going through radical change as far as content production is
concerned,” said Rutelli during the meeting of Culture and Transport
Commissions where reforms were discussed concerning the
promotion of Italian and European works on behalf of audiovisual
media suppliers. “Cinema has been largely threatened by the
dissemination of on-demand TV platforms and online streaming.
We need to improve our product and create content that can be
appreciated internally and also exported beyond national borders.”
Rutelli has also called for unity among the various sectors of the
industry. “The amendment of Article 44 which concerns quotas,
generated many different reactions and this diversity definitely poses
a challenge. We are going through a transition phase that will be
leading us to unexpected solutions.”
Andrea Occhipinti and Francesca Cima

Roberto Stabile,
Head International Department
and Events

Francesco Rutelli and Bill Mechanic

Founded in 1944, ANICA is the association that represents the Italian film, audiovisual and
multimedia industries in dealings with political and union institutions while establishing
relations with all the key players in the promotion of films and communications products in Italy and abroad. Within Italy’s Federation Confindustria Cultura Italia, ANICA is
a member of Confindustria (the Italian Industry Confederation), actively representing the
film industry. The association is divided into three sections: producers, distributors and
technical enterprises (printing and development, film studios and sound-sets, equipment
rental, editing, audio and video post-production, dubbing and transport).
As Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences’s representative in Italy, ANICA selects
Italy’s Oscar candidate for best foreign film. The association is also a founding partner of
the “David di Donatello” Award. ANICA belongs to the Association for the International
Collective Management of Audiovisual Works (AGICOA). Anica is a permanent member of
FAPAV, the Italian Audiovisual Anti-Piracy Federation.
In recent years Anica has enhanced offices, offering services to meet the needs of members that deal with the changing economic and technological environment: tax benefits
for those who invest in the production and distribution of Italian Cinema, access to credit,
relations with regional and local institutions, studies and quantitative analysis and context
information related to specific instruments for the audiovisual sector. In terms of international promotion Anica, in collaboration with the competent public institutions, is developing an activity of consolidation in mature markets and opening new opportunities for the
internazionalization of the audiovisual companies and of the Italian audiovisual product.
Within SIAE and APT, ANICA has established an Italian national agency for the International Standard Audiovisual Number (ISAN), making Italy a part of the international system
for audiovisual registration. ANICA also provides film companies with assistance involving
promotion, working through its subsidiary ANICA Servizi. An ANICA branch office has been
opened in Milan, expanding the Association’s domestic presence.
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ambi emerges as a

Global Player
A

MBI Media Group is one of the largest independent
film production and exclusive film library
organizations in the world. Owned and operated by
renowned producer ANDREA IERVOLINO and LADY
MONIKA BACARDI, AMBI Media Group consists of, and
operates globally through, its four controlled companies:
AMBI Distribution, AmBI Exclusive Library, AIC Studios,
AMI – AMBI Media Italia and one partnership with
Paradox Studios.
AMBI Distribution is the worldwide production and sales
division of AMBI Media Group, producing 8-10 prestige
talen driven feature films a year. These films, produced
in-house or as “aquired” third party titles, feature some of
the industry’s leading men and women of the film world
including Alec Baldwin, James Franco, Lily Collins, Anjelica
Huston, John Travolta, Keanu Reeves, among many others.
AMBI Exclusive Library is an exclusively held collection
of over 400 feature films. These films have captivated
and enertained millions over the course of their syndication and
continue to do so today…they are timeless. The library includes
features such as the Academy Award winning documentary
UNDEFEATED, the hugely successfull THE PASSION OF
CHRIST and APOCALYPTO and the romantic comedy WHAT
WOMEN WANT. Also included is the mind bending thriller
from Christopher Nolan MEMENTO, SLIDING DOORS, RUSH,
DONNIE DARKO and many others.
AIC STUDIOS, based in Toronto, is a vertically integrated film
studio operation specilizing in pre production, design and
animation services that brings our clients’ vision to life. The
company’s blend of innovative digital technology, traditional
animation experties and together with inspired artists and
producers, delivers the highest quality standards in both 2D and
3D CGI films from concept to final rendering. AIC STUDIOS has
helped to produce film like ARCTIC JUSTICE, FUTURE WORLD,
FINDING STEVE MCQUEEN, BLACK BUTTERFLY and BENT.
AMI (AMBI Media Italia), based in Rome, was created to distribute
films in Italy, both library titles and newer AMBI production. AMBI
also produces international content, while still capturing a bit of
Italian-Style Cinema.
ANDREA IERVOLINO formed AMBI Media Group over the past
10 years, but it has been in the making since Andrea first entered

beyond
the
edge
US PREMIERE AT THE CHINESE THEATRe

Antonio Banderas and Milos Bikovic

Nicole Kempel, Andrea Iervolino, Andrea Bocelli, Antonio Banderas, Lady
Monika Bacardi and Veronica Berti

the industry at age 16. Rooted in his Italian-Canadian origins (his
mother Canadian and father Italian) his passion for films with
powerful social issues and global appeal is an ever present theme.
Today, together with Ms. Monika Bacardi, he presides over AMBI
Media Group providing its strategic and global direction.
Andrea Iervolino has produced, funded and distributed over 80
feature films in-cluding “The Merchant of Venice” and “The
Humbling.” He is considered one of the youngest and most accomplished entrepreneurs in the Italian film industry and has
been the recipient of the coveted Mimmo Rotella Award twice for
his contributions to the Italian cinema industry - presented to
him at the 2014 Venice Film Festival, alongside fellow recipients
Al Pacino and Barry Levinson and again in 2016 along-side James
Franco. Iervolino most recently received the Honor of Recognition as Ambassador of Italian Cinema in the World at annual
Italian Contemporary Film Festival (ICFF). His film, BEYOND
THE SUN, with a special appearance by Pope Francis, had its world
pre- miere at the Vatican on September 20th, 2017. He went on
to recieve a Honoris Cause Degree from Vasile Goldis University,
in the city of Arad. A great Italian Universty teacher and an Italian
journalist have written a book about Andrea’s life to inspire the next
generation of filmmakers. An- other famous Italian journalist,
Gianni Mina, is currently working on a documentary about his life.
MONIKA GOMEZ DEL CAMPO BACARDI, Lady of Bayfield Hall,
better known as Monika Bacardi is a successful entrepreneur,
who is also very active in various philanthropic organizations and
charities. Her late husband was Luis Adalberto Facundo Gomez del
Campo Bacardi, Lord of Bayfield Hall – a descendant of the founder
of the Bacardi company, that to this day is the largest privately held
spirits company in the world.
Monika Bacardi is Italian, she is ﬂuent in five languages and
has been living in Monaco for the last twenty years. She is
passionate about modern art and photography, but is especially
passionate about film. She has now successfully turned her
passion into an active and fruitful partnership with producer
Andrea Iervolino and co-founded the AMBI Pictures group.
Lady Monika Bacardi is strongly convinced that cinema can
help change the world and believes in the power of universal
stories making a difference.

23

AN HISTORIC PAST

A VERY BRIGHT FUTURE

Antonio Verde

Consul General of Italy in Los Angeles

O

n the occasion of the 13th edition of Los Angeles
Italia Film, Fashion and Art Fest, I congratulate
Istituto Capri nel Mondo for the crescendo of
enthusiasm and appeal it has been able to generate
among Los Angeles’ Italian flim aficionados.
This traditional appointment, on the eve of the
Academy Awards, represents a unique opportunity
for the American and International public to be
treated to an extensive overview of contemporary
Italian Cinema and to the best in performances and
productions.
I deeply appreciate the efforts of Instituto Capri nel
Mondo and Pascal Vicedomini, the Festival founder
and producer to bring Italian performing arts to Los
Angeles and showcasing them in a wonderful event
that continues to attract large, sophisticated and
engaged audiences.
Finally, we should commend the organizers for
sending an important signal that acknowledges
the fundamental contributions of women to the
cinematic arts in general and to Italian Cinema in
particular, a fact fully embodied by the members of
LAIFF 2018 Board.

Antonio Verde

join US at the

As Director of the Italian Cultural Institute in Los Angeles, which actively
promotes Italian cinema in Southern California, as well as Nevada, Arizona,
New Mexico, Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Louisiana, I am delighted to
participate in this highly anticipated annual event that celebrates the links
between Italian and American cinematography in Hollywood, where one
of our most legendary actresses, Gina Lollobrigida, just received a star on
the iconic Walk of Fame. We are all also very proud of the 2018 Oscar nominations earned by Luca Guadagnino’s Call Me by Your Name and by set
decorator Alessandra Querzola for Blade Runner 2049. Thanks to the LAIFF
cinema lovers, actors, directors and industry veterans come together to
experience the best of Italian classic and contemporary cinema. I therefore
would like to express my gratitude to Pascal Vicedomini and the Capri in
the World Institute for bringing this festival to Los Angeles, anticipating yet
another engaging showcase of the endlessly inspiring creativity and beauty of Italian cinema!
Valeria Rumori
Director of the Italian Cultural Institute in Los Angeles

Valeria Rumori
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walk of fame
HIGHLIGHTS:
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mericans have always had a love affair with Italy. Whether it is Italy’s fabulous
cuisine, incredible landscapes, culture, history or film, we simply love it.
This is the case especially in Los Angeles where everyone has a special affinity for
Italy. Numerous people of Italian descent settled here, in places such as San Pedro,
where they became a mainstay of the fishing industry, or in Hollywood where the
annual Feast of San Gennaro festival takes place every fall. The event, sponsored by
television personality Jimmy Kimmel, who will once again host the Academy Awards,
attracts thousands of people to enjoy Italian food, music and culture.
A number of Italian artists have been officially recognized on the Hollywood Walk
of Fame, the famous walkway where the most prominent entertainment industry
personalities are celebrated with a star engraved in the tiles, to honor their brilliant
careers in the fields of motion pictures, television, radio, theatre and music, as well
for their philanthropic and civic commitment.
Among the Italian celebrities who received a star on the Walk of Fame are orchestra
conductor Arturo Toscanini, tenor Enrico Caruso, the legendary seducer Rudolf
Valentino, the extraordinary actresses Anna Magnani and Sophia Loren, the
renowned filmmaker Bernardo Bertolucci, the noted tenor Andrea Bocelli and
Maestro Ennio Morricone, the most beloved music composer in the film industry.
Before the glamorous night during which Morricone was presented with an Oscar for
the score he composed for Quentin Tarantino’s “The Hateful Eight,” the legendary
composer posed for photographers and TV crews as his Walk of Fame star was
unveiled. Among those attending the ceremony was the “Pulp Fiction” director who
has always been one of his biggest fans.
Morricone is the most prolific and appreciated composer of the 20th century, a
genius whose sounds, rhythms and music colors have marked the evolution, the
conflicts and the hopes of generations of movie goers. For more than 50 years his
melodies have contributed to the immortality of some of the most captivating film
sequences of the international cinema. He has been capable of generating deep and
intense emotions, giving voice to the purest sounds of our souls

Andrea Griminelli and Leron Gubler

Ana Martinez

IIP TAKEs THE
GIFT ROOM
TO LOS ANGELES ITALIA 2018

Quentin Tarantino and Ennio Morricone

Italian Independent Productions will organize
the LA ITALIA GIFT ROOM at the 13th Film,
Fashion and Art Fest. All celebrities attending
the event can visit the Gift Room @ Trastevere at Hollywood & Highland, where they will
receive presents offered by the leading Italian
brands. The talented photographers Pietro
Coccia and Gianni Riccio will take pictures of
all the celebrities visiting the L.A Italia GIFT
ROOM for the official book of the event.

live from
hollywood
On air on

The legendary Sophia Loren (2000)

Marco Costa
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Andrea Bocelli (2010)

Bernardo Bertolucci (2013)
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EFFETTO CINEMA

Honoring

italian excellence
Noted producer and daughter Dorothy
strongly support the cultural bridge
between Italy and America
Mark Canton
Honorary Chairman, LA Italia

DIREZIONE CREATIVA COORDINAMENTO IMMAGINE MEDIASET

M

DA DIECI ANNI, IL PUNTO DI RIFERIMENTO
PER GLI AMANTI DEL CINEMA
CON PIÙ DI 3.500 FILM ALL’ANNO OLTRE A CICLI,
MARATONE, RUBRICHE E APPROFONDIMENTI.
OGNI GIORNO,
TUTTA L’EMOZIONE DEL GRANDE SCHERMO.

SINCE TEN YEARS
A MILESTONE FOR CINEMA LOVERS
WITH MORE THAN 3500 MOVIES AIRED EVERY YEAR,
IN ADDITION TO MARATHONS, FEATURES, IN-DEPHTS.
EVERY DAY,
ALL THE EMOTION OF THE BIG SCREEN.

y daughter Dorothy and I are privileged to welcome you to the
13th annual edition of the Los Angeles, Italia Film, Fashion and
Art Fest. A truly amazing week of outstanding Italian films, music and
fashion for all of Los Angeles to experience and enjoy, right here in the
heart of Hollywood
This could not be possible without the leadership of Pascal Vicedomini
and the Capri in the World Institute and the support of the festival’s
sponsors that include the TCL Chinese Six Theaters, Italian Ministry of
Cultural Heritage and Activities (DG Cinema), ANICA, the Italian Trade
Commission, SIAE, the National Italian American Foundation, AMBI
Media Group, Rai Cinema, Mediaset Italia and ISAIA, along with the
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce and the Italian Consulate General
in Los Angeles.
This festival, which comes on the eve of the 90th Academy Awards,
celebrates the unique artistic connection between Italy and the United
States and marks the beginning of another exciting new year for
Hollywood. A year which will hopefully see the continuation of a most
impressive spurt in the global box office, along with the growth of new
technologies that will enhance both the production, delivery and presentation of theatrical motion pictures. A year which will motivate moviegoers to leave their homes and go to movie theatres in record numbers
to see films that entertain, inform and impact the complex world that we
work and live in. As filmmakers and entertainers, we can allow nothing
to stand in the way of what audiences expect and demand, in any language or format, which are good stories well-told in a visually exciting and an
emotionally stirring way.
This year we will be honoring Luca Guadagnino and his touching “Call
Me by Your Name” that has captured and enchanted the American media
and movie-going audiences alike with its poetic narration and beautiful images. We will also recognize Alessandra Querzola, an Italian set
decorator who is emerging on the international scene with creativity and
passion. Nominated for an Academy Award for “Blade Runner 2049,”
Querzola is the worthy heir to the widely appreciated Italian movie
designers and craftsmen who have created unforgettable sets for so many
national and international movies.
So please join Dorothy and me in lifting a glass or two of tasty Italian vino
and toast the talented filmmakers, craftspeople and performing artists
from America and Italy who have come together in Hollywood to celebrate the love of a great industry that we and they share together.

50 centpower

Dorothy and Mark Canton

gerard
butler
SHINES IN
ACTION THRILLER

DEN OF THIEVES

BURN YOUR MAPS

A TRIP IN MONGOLIA

Wes is an eccentric 8-year-old
whose parents are going through
a period of crisis. Although he was
born and raised in America, he
becomes convinced that he stems
from the Mongolian Steppe. This
belief will lead his parents to set out
on a journey that might reconcile
them. The movie’s central character
is played by Jacob Tremblay, the
young actor who has been widely
recognized for his performances
in “Room,” the moving “The Book
of Henry” and “Wonder” opposite
Julia Roberts and Owen Wilson.
The eleven-year-old Canadian actor
has just finished working in Xavier
Dolan’s new movie “The Death and
Life of John F. Donovan” and soon he
will star in Shane Black’s “Predator.”

Jacob Tremblay
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GRETA
GERWIG
THE FIRST WOMAN DIRECTOR

TO GET A NOD FOR HER DEBUT FILM

“LADY BIRD”

W

celebrate
let’s

Lina Wertmuller
and Sophia Loren

wertmuller
lina
with AN HONORARY oscar
®

I

n 1977 she was she was the first woman ever to have been
nominated for a Best Director Academy Award. The film was
“Seven Beauties,” a drama about an Italian soldier (played by
Giancarlo Giannini) who deserted the army during WWII and is sent
to German prison camp.
As of 2018, in Oscar’s illustrious 90-year history, only one woman,
Kathryn Bigelow (“The Hurt Locker,” 2010) has ever won a Best
Director Academy Award. Of course, before 1980 women were
rarely offered opportunities to direct films, especially in Hollywood.
Though an increasing number of women are directing movies today,
film directing is still male-dominated, particularly when it comes to
big-budget studio movies. As a result, Best Director remains a maledominated category at the Oscars by a huge margin.
In fact, as of this year, only five women have ever been nominated
as Best Director and the first of them was Italian: Lina Wertmuller.
In addition to Wertmuller and Bigelow, the other female Oscar
nominees are Jane Campion (“The Piano,” 1994), Sofia Coppola
(“Lost in Translation,” 2004) and Greta Gerwig (“Lady Bird,” 2018).
It has been written that Wertmuller’s movies should be defined as
“Comedies à la Wertmuller.” Her exaggerated
and grotesque stories are punctuated with
explosive emotions and are mixed with satire,
ironic criticism to male chauvinism, feminism,
melodrama and realism. More than 50 years
have passed since her debut behind the camera
(“The Lizards,” 1963) and the director has never
stopped making new plans, writing, and living her
life with amusement, passion and honesty. After
starting out as Fellini’s assistant, she directed
some of the most famous shows which made
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Italian TV history, such as “Le avventure di Gian Burrasca,” creating
a gallery of unforgettable characters whose virtues, faults, tics,
prejudices and tastes have been skillfully portrayed by Wertmuller,
inspired by the Commedia dell’Arte, La Dolce Vita, Hogart and
Botero.
This year, the Italian director and screenwriter will turn 90 and
an Oscar to commemorate her incredible career would be a welldeserved gift and a rightful acknowledgment.
For years Hollywood’s luminaries
have asked the Academy’s Board of
Governors to present the Roman
film director with an honorary Oscar:
Sophia Loren, Vanessa Redgrave, Helen
Mirren, Taylor Hackford, Harvey Keitel,
Nastassja Kinski, Bradley Cooper and
Andrea Griminelli are among those
who have lobbied for a sought-after
statuette to be presented to one of the
key players in the history of cinema.
Lina Wertmuller and Enrico Job

Giancarlo Giannini, Lina Wertmuller and Mariangela Melato

Lina Wertmuller with Bradley Cooper

The documentary shot by Valerio Ruiz,
Wertmuller’s assistant director and her
close collaborator, is a journey through the
life and career of the legendary Italian filmmaker, to discover the artistic and human
sides of a woman who has always been
loyal to her ironic and grotesque spirit,
leaving her mark in every field of the
entertainment industry.The docufilm includes a number of interesting interviews
with the celebrities who have populated
her intense and ever evolving career:
Giancarlo Giannini, Marina Cicogna and
Sophia Loren, as well as many foreign talents
like Martin Scorsese, Harvey Keitel, Nastassja
Kinski and the film critic John Simon.

Valerio Ruiz
and Lina
Wertmuller

ith her nomination in the Best Director category, the “Lady
Bird” writer and director has become the first woman to be
nominated for her debut film. But this comes as no surprise: Greta
Gerwig is a key player in America’s independent cinema. “Lady Bird”
is her debut movie although she has co-directed with Joe Swanberg
“Nights and Weekends,” a movie about a difficult relationship
between a man and a woman
(Swanberg and Gerwig) who live far
away from each other.
Grewig cannot be defined just as an
‘actress,’ as she has always also been
an author who takes active part to
the construction of the characters
she plays. She has often collaborated
with Baumbach in the writing of the
screenplays for “Frances Ha” and
“Mistress America,” two movies
which form a sort of “diptych” where
Gerwig has expressed her talent in
the dual role of actress and author.

OTHER

LAURA BISPURI’S FEMALE DIRECTORS
NOMINATED
“FIGLIA MIA”

TO COMPETE
AT THE BERLIN
FILM FESTIVAL

This is the story of
Vittoria, a child divided
between two mothers,
played by Valeria Golino and Alba Rohrwacher. Three women
travel together, get
Laura Bispuri and Alba Rohrwacher
to know one another
with mixed feelings
of love and hate, and in the end, they learn to accept their
mutual imperfections and grow up.
“Figlia mia” is the new challenge launched by the Romeborn director Laura Bispuri, who returns to Berlin following
her successful 2015 debut movie “Vergine giurata.”

Sofia Coppola and Jane Campion

Kathrin Bigelow

sara colangelo
WINS THE DIRECTOR’S PRIZE
AT SUNDANCE
Italy ranked among
the winners of the
2018 Sundance
Film Festival: Sara
Colangelo, who
for years has been
living in the United
States, won the
Best Director prize
for “The Kindergarten Teacher”
starring Maggie
Gyllenhaal and Gael García Bernal.
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50 YEARS OF

ROMEO&JULIET

franco

Verona, 16th century. The star-crossed and hindered love affair between
Romeo Montague and Juliet Capulet,
descendants of two rich Italian rival
families. Zeffirelli set this timeless
Shakespearian classic in the elegant
atmospheres of Medieval Verona and
told the story through the innocent
eyes of the lovers, fully expressing his
immeasurable talent. The film, released in 1968, starred Leonard Whiting
and Olivia Hussey (both Golden Globe
winners) and featured a score by Nino
Rota; it received enormous acclaim in
the United States where it grossed $40
million. It went on to win two Oscars
in 1969 – Pasqualino De Santis for Best
Cinematography and Danilo Donati for
Best Costumes. The movie was presented with a Golden Globe for Best
English Language Foreign Film and
Zeffirelli was nominated for an Academy
Award as Best Director.

zeffirelli
Hollywood retrospective of the iconic
Italian maestro’s classic films
will celebrate his 95th birthday

B

orn in Florence in 1923, Franco Zeffirelli is an artist who has successfully combined theatre, opera, cinema and painting,
resulting in impactful and unforgettable
creations acclaimed throughout the world.
Often at the center of acclaim and controversy, his works are the emblem of the filmmaker’s rich and refined style and are now
part of global artistic history.
Throughout his illustrious career, maestro
Zeffirelli has been able to attract and please
audiences thanks to his visionary creativity,
his narrative strength and to the accurate
and tasteful set designs and costumes that
his films are known for.
His cinema is marked by his love for literature, opera, literature as well as by his enthralling passion for the arts, and has given life to
true dazzling gems which have always been
characterized by an international approach.
Love – in all its forms - has always been at
the heart of his movies, and it has been explored in all its facets – when it explodes
in an unexpected twist of fate, and when it
ends abruptly, painfully lacerated despite
its intensity. From the tragic fate of the two
lovers of Verona to Chiara and Francesco’s
spiritual devotion, from Othello’s blinding
passion for Desdemona to Hamlet’s quest

for truth which leads to self-destruction,
and to Rochester’s tender and torn feelings
for Jane Eyre.
Zeffirelli has been able to revive the most
popular stories in literature, transposing
them into movies that have captured and
delighted audiences of all ages and nationalities. His movies have featured such prominent stars as Richard Burton, Elizabeth
Taylor, Olivia Hussey, Judy Dench, Anne
Bancroft, Valentina Cortese, Mel Gibson,
John Voight, Fanny Ardant, and Charlotte
Gainsbourg to name a few. He has the ability
to get the best out his performers, a talent he
honed in the theatre and on the opera stages
where he worked extensively before making
his motion picture directorial debut.
A pupil and a collaborator of Luchino Visconti, at the end of the 1950’s Zeffirelli
directed the greatest soprano in musical history – Maria Callas at La Scala in Milan, at
the Metropolitan Opera at New York’s Lincoln Center, in Dallas, London and Paris, on
projects such as “La Traviata,” “Tosca” and
“Norma.” His 1977 huge TV hit “Jesus of Nazareth,” was considered the “best miniseries of all times.”
He has also instilled his warm and elegant
taste in the world of Shakespeare. In Great

his milestones
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A MUSEUM IN FLORENCE

CELEBRATING HIS LIFE’S WORK
Britain, the Bard had always been approached in a solemn and dignified way. But
Zeffirelli was able to move on, and focus on
Shakespeare’s modern aspects with a fresh
approach which successfully drew new generations of viewers to the poet and revitalize his classic plays. In 2004 Queen Elizabeth
conferred him with the prestigious honorary title of Knight Commander of the Order of
the British Empire.
“A tremendous tribute awaits Zeffirelli in
Los Angeles, with a retrospective of his movies and an exhibition, said Marina Cicogna, Honorary Board Member of the Capri
in the World Institute, which presents the
annual LA, Italia Festival. “Zeffirelli is one
of our most talented fellow countrymen, he
is beloved all over the world and especially
in America where his works are a symbol of
Italian culture and beauty.’

Liz Taylor, Franco Zeffirelli and Richard Burton

with POPE FRANCESCO

A PATH OF THE ARTS
AND RELIGIOUS FAITH

Director Franco Zeffirelli’s art collection and personal
library have been moved from his villa in Rome to his
native Florence in museum honoring his life’s work. The
museum and performing arts center will display some 500
production set sketches that Zeffirelli made during his long
career. It will also contain his 10,000-volume library. At the
event In Rome announcing the museum, his son Pippo declared: “This project originates from my father’s desire to
keep all his artistic treasures intact and make them always
accessible to the general public.”
At the heart of the museum is a big hall where 55 original
sketches are on display. They had been drawn in preparation for the motion picture version of Dante’s Inferno, a
project that initially began in 1972 as a big international
coproduction but which was never completed.
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Maggio Musicale Fiorentino
fondazione

2017/2018 Opera Season
Premieres

The 81St
Maggio Musicale
Fiorentino Festival

January 7th 2018, 7 pm
January 9th, 10th, 13th, 18th, 8 pm
January 14th, 3.30 pm
Georges Bizet

May 5th 2018, 7 pm
May 9th, 15th, 8 pm
May 12th, 3.30 pm
Paul Hindemith

Conductor Ryan McAdams
Director Leo Muscato
New production

Conductor Fabio Luisi
Director Valerio Binasco
New production

Carmen

Cardillac

February 22nd, 28th; March 3rd 2018, 8 pm
February 25th, 3.30 pm
Gaetano Donizetti

May 22nd, 25th, 31st 2018, 8 pm
May 27th, 3.30 pm
Giuseppe Verdi

Conductor Fabio Luisi
Director Ariel Garcia-Valdès
First time in Florence in the original
French version. Staging by the
Grand Teatre del Liceu of Barcellona

Conductor Renato Palumbo
Regia Marco Tullio Giordano
New production

La favorite

La battaglia
di Legnano

March 21st, 28th, 30th 2018, 8 pm
March 25th, 3.30 pm
Christoph Willibald Gluck

June 3rd 2018, 4.30 pm
June 5th, 8th, 8 pm
Adriano Guarnieri

Conductor Federico Maria Sardelli
Director, sets and costumes
Pier Luigi Pizzi
Production of the Teatro del Maggio Musicale
Fiorentino in coproduction with the Teatro
La Fenice di Venezia

Director Giancarlo Cauteruccio
New production in collaboration with
Accademia di Belle Arti

Alceste

Repertoire
March 20th, 22nd, 29th 2018, 8 pm
Gioachino Rossini

Il barbiere
di Siviglia

Conductor Giuseppe Grazioli
Director Damiano Michieletto
Production of the Teatro del Maggio
Musicale Fiorentino

Tenebra di luce
Grotta del Buontalenti – Giardino di Boboli
June 25th, 27th, 29th 2018, 9.15 pm
Marco da Gagliano

La Dafne

Conductor Federico Maria Sardelli
New production
June 19th, 21st 2018, 8 pm
June 23rd, 3.30 pm
Luigi DallaPiccola/Giuseppe Verdi

Giuseppe Verdi The Popular Trilogy
September 13th, 19th, 22nd 2018, 8 pm
September 16th, 3.30 pm

Il trovatore
Conductor Fabio Luisi
Director Francesco Micheli
New production

September 15th, 20th, 26th 2018, 8 pm
September 29th, 3.30 pm

Rigoletto

Conductor Fabio Luisi
Director Francesco Micheli
New production
September 21st, 25th, 27th 2018, 8 pm
September 23rd, 3.30 pm

La traviata

Montalcino - Tuscany
Opening Spring 2015

Conductor Fabio Luisi
Director Francesco Micheli
New production

Orchestra, Chorus
and Children’s chorus
of the Maggio
Musicale Fiorentino;
Chorus Master
Lorenzo Fratini
Discover our 2017/18
Season on operadiﬁrenze.it

Castel Porrona Relais
1,000 Years of History - Luxuriously Serviced

Il prigioniero/
Quattro
pezzi sacri

Castel Porrona Relais is a new luxury hotel near Montalcino – the heart of Tuscany.
A 12th Century castle, which was the residence of two Popes and numerous members of royalty, now welcomes its privileged
guests to the unique experience of living in a real Tuscan borgo.

Conductor Zubin Mehta
Director Virgilio Sieni
New production

+LVWRULF&DVWHO3RUURQDLVPDJQLĆFHQWO\UHQRYDWHGDQGOX[XULRXVO\IXUQLVKHGDQGIHDWXUHVgourmet restaurants, a destination
spa and wellness center. The famous vineyards of Montalcino, the monuments of Siena and Firenze and glamorous seaside
locations are within easy reach.

July 11th, 13th 2018, 8 pm
Giuseppe Verdi

Private Residence Club

Macbeth

Castel Porrona Relais will also offer, to a limited number of guests, the opportunity of becoming a Member of its private
residence club, with exclusive accommodation rights, unique services and a global reciprocity program providing exclusive
access to some of the most desirable destinations in the world.

In concert form
Conductor Riccardo Muti
On the occasion of the ﬁftieth anniversary
of Maestro Muti’s deubt in Florence

Inquiries and reservations
@maggiomusicale | Follow us on Twitter / Facebook / Instagram

Fondazione Teatro
del Maggio Musicale Fiorentino
Official Sponsor 2017

Via della Fiera, Porrona, 58044 Cinigiano (GR) - Italy
www.castelporrona.it | info@castelporrona.it | Phone +39 0564 993206 | Fax +39 0564 993 230
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CHRISTOPHER

plummer
His replacement role in Ridley Scott’s
“All the Money in the World”
earned him a Best Supporting Actor
nomination and a well-deserved
place in Oscar history

C

hristopher Plummer is truly the hero of Ridley Scott’s “All the
money of
Money in the World.” Not only for the faultless performance he
delivered as J. Paul Getty Senior, but also for the little miracle he
produced when he stepped into the role to replace Kevin Spacey after
principal photography had completed. The ten-day re-shoot that
followed, combined with a whirlwind post production schedule,
resulted in the movie being released to theatres on schedule.
As a result, Plummer’s performance garnered him an Oscar
nomination for Best Supporting Actor, becoming, at 88, the oldest
actor ever to be nominated (Gloria Stuart was 87 when nominated for
“Titanic” in 1998). Not to be outdone, Agnes Varda, at 89 years old, was nominated
for the Documentary Feature “Faces/Places.”
The actor, whose handsome features convey a sense of pride and unembellished
dignity, received Hollywood’s respect after a long career on stage, winning eight
Tony Awards, including for his performance the 1962 musical “Cyrano” directed
by Elia Kazan. Thanks to his eclectic acting ability and his extraordinary stage presence, he soon obtained leading
roles in a range of motion pictures. He attracted legions of fans as Colonel von Trapp, a father of seven, in Robert Wise’s
“The Sound of Music”; he played the incredulous spectator of a tragedy in “The Man Who Would Be King” by John Huston; a
WW1 pilot in Jack Gold’s “Aces High;” or as the mysterious epidemiologist in Terry Gilliam’s “Twelve Monkeys.”
In 2010 Plummer received an Oscar nomination as Best Supporting Actor for “The Last Station” in which he played the
great Russian novelist Tolstoy and in 2012 he won an Academy Award and a Golden Globe as Best Supporting Actor for “Beginners” – the
story of an old man who, after his wife’s passing, makes two announcements: that he has terminal cancer, and that he has a young male
lover. This award made Plummer, at 82, the oldest winner of a competitive Oscar, surpassing the achievement of Jessica Tandy.
But Plummer has no intention to fade away: He will go on playing memorable characters because acting is his inexhaustible passion.

marco

leonardi
APPEARS IN RIDLEY SCOTT ‘s
LATEST MOVIE

T

hose who have seen Giuseppe Tornatore’s “Cinema Paradiso,” the 1990 Oscar-winner for Best Foreign
Language Film, surely remember the scene when Philippe Noiret lays his hand with a glove on the
unforgettable face of a child named Totò, who then lifts his head revealing how his childish features have
suddenly turned into the face of a handsome young man with intense dark eyes.
That young actor was Marco Leonardi. Born in Australia of Calabrian parents, Leonardi has been working in
the world of cinema and on TV since he was a child. Over the course of his long career he has been directed by
Italian and international filmmakers, from Pupi Avati in “Ultimo minuto” to Francesco Rosi in “Dimenticare
Palermo,” from Alfonso Arau in “Like Water for Chocolate” (maybe his greatest success) to Robert Rodriguez
in “Once Upon a Time in Mexico.” In 2007 he portrayed Diego Armando Maradona in the movie “Maradona,
la mano de Dios,” directed by Marco Risi. In 2014 he was one of the leads in “Anime nere,” a drama about
the ndrangheta Calabrian mob, where Leonardi is an international drug lord with connections to powerful
South American criminal groups. In “All the Money in the World” he played Saro Mannoliti, the Calabrian
boss involved in the abduction of John Paul Getty III, the American tycoon’s sixteen-year-old nephew
kidnapped in Rome on July 10, 1973. The events were under the international spotlight and stirred much
clamor especially after the atrocious letter received by the Italian daily paper Il Messaggero, containing Paul’s ear, that had been cut off by
the criminals to convince his family to pay the 17-million-lira ransom. Paul’s grandfather, the billionaire oil tycoon John Paul Getty had
to finally give in and pay a reduced sum of money, which he later demanded back from his nephew who had to pay instalments with 4%
interest. On December l7, 1973, Paul Getty was released and abandoned by his abductors on the road to Lauria, in the province of Potenza.

EMANUELE CRIALESE

ON TV, RENATA FONTE SHOWS THE COURAGE
OF A WOMAN ALONE AGAINST EVERYONE

“Trust” is a TV series written and directed by British director Danny Boyle (“Trainspotting,”
“The Millionaire”) for FX. The first season will revolve, like Ridley Scott’s movie “All the
Money in the World,” around the abduction of John Paul Getty III and especially around the
controversial relationship between the billionaire patriarch (played by Donald Sutherland)
and his nephew (played by Harris Dickinson).
One of the six episodes of the first season will be directed by Emanuele Crialese, who goes
back behind camera after a long absence. The Roman director with Sicilian origins has skillfully delved into the subject of movement and migration like in “Nuovomondo” and “Terraferma.” Today these themes are extremely topical, as they spur social and cultural considerations
about our past and especially about or future.

Renata Fonte, Assessor and Municipal Counsellor in the Town of Nardò, is the only
woman administrator to have ever died in the line of duty. She was killed on the
night of March 31, 1984 in Nardò, a small town in the southern region of Salento,
in a territory not involved in big organized crime but ready to become merciless
against those who tried to fight property speculation. Thanks to her sacrifice, the
area of Porto Selvaggio, which today is still one of the most beautiful locations in
Salento, has never been touched by cement.
The story of Renata Fonte is now told in the fourth episode of the TV series “Liberi
sognatori,” which will air on Mediaset’s Canale 5. In the series, Fonte is played by
Cristiana Capotondi and Marco Leonardi stars as Antonio Spagnolo, the politician
who ordered the protagonist’s murder.

DIRECTS AN EPISODE OF DANNY BOYLE’S TV SERIES “TRUST”
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Ridley Scott

Cristiana Capotondi
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PROUD TO BE AN ITALIAN AMERICAN

An increasing number of US artists with Italian roots
are leaving their mark on show business

P

dicaprio
to star in
QUENTIN
TARANTINO’s movie

Remembering

olitics, entertainment, science, and
sports. These are some of the fields
where many Italians have excelled and
contributed to America’s greatness. Their
creativity, talent and efforts have provided a
fundamental contribution to the history of
the United States. From Fiorello La Guardia
to Joe DiMaggio, from Frank Sinatra to
Mario Cuomo, from Don DeLillo to Franco
Modigliani, from Frank Zappa to Madonna,
John Valenti
first, second and third generation Italian
Americans continue to reinvigorate the
strong link between our two countries and
represent a precious legacy that honors the
nation that welcomed them as well as their
country of origin.
Mira and Paul Sorvino
Italian cinema has always fed on Italian
Courtney Valenti
genius. From the legend of Rudolph
Valentino to the explosive talent of Quentin
Tarantino, there are numerous Italian
Americans who shine brightly in Hollywood’s
starred heavens – Frank Capra, Vincent and
Liza Minnelli, Henry, Peter and Jane Fonda,
Martin Scorsese, Francis Ford Coppola,
Robert De Niro, Al Pacino, John Travolta,
Brian De Palma, Sylvester Stallone, Anne
Bancroft, Sean Penn, Susan Sarandon,
Leonardo Di Caprio, Mark Ruffalo, to name
a few. Their ancient roots have characterized Melissa Leo
Rick Nicita and Paula Wagner
Joe Buscaino
their iconic personalities and earned the
respect of the international film community.
Like Bradley Cooper, one of the most brilliant
and beloved actors of his generation who
is a three-time Academy Award-nominee
for “Silver Linings Playbook,” “American
Hustle” and “American Sniper.” When asked
what makes him feels Italian, he replies: “In
everything. My values, my moral beliefs, my
manners, my attachment to my family, my
taste for good food.”
Or like Chris Evans who portrayed the
legendary “Captain America”, the Avengers’
muscular hero. Without his blue costume,
the 36-year-old actor was able to show
another super power – his ability to touch
the audience’s hearts. This is what he did in
the dramatic movie “Gifted” where he plays a
man who brings up his niece, an intellectually
gifted orphan child whom he tries to protect,
preserving her childhood innocence.
It’s Scorsese’s return to his favorite milieu, the underworld filled with blood, honor
killings and shootouts. “The Irishman,” based on the 2003 book, “I Heard You
And last, but not least are Rooney Mara,
Paint Houses,” written by Charles Brandt, tells about the years when Frank “The
Milo Ventimiglia, Sofia Coppola and Sara
Irishman” Sheeran (played by Robert De Niro) was a hit man for the mob. Sheeran,
Colangelo. These talented artists of Italian
who confessed to taking part in over 25 murders, including that of the unscrupudescent have emerged in the past few years
lous trade unionist Jimmy Hoffa (played by Al Pacino), disappeared in July 1975,
and continue to leave their unique mark in
and whose body was never found. Along with De Niro and Pacino, the film stars
the history of cinema.
Harvey Keitel, Anna Paquin, Jack Huston, Bobby Cannevale and Joe Pesci, who

jack valenti

SCORSESE WITH DE NIRO, PACINO
AND PESCI ON THE SET OF

R

Danny De Vito

Quentin Tarantino’s ninth movie hasn’t a title but principal photography will
start soon, when the director and screenwriter of “Pulp Fiction” and “Inglorious
Basterds” completes the cast selection. A number of high-profile actors have
been mentioned off-the-record, including Margot Robbie, Tom Cruise and Brad
Pitt, but one has been definitively confirmed: Leonardo DiCaprio, who will work
again with Tarantino after “Django Unchained.” DiCaprio will be one of the leads
in a story set in 1969 Los Angeles and inspired by Charles Manson’s killing spree.
The movie is due out in August 2019, 50 years after the horrific slaughter shook
LA’s west side.

lady gaga in
BRADLEY
COOPER’s

A STAR IS BORN
Peter Fonda

Stanley Tucci

David O. Russell

THE IRISHMAN

Jackson Maine, a declining country music star, discovers a young, talented
unknown singer. They fall in love and he succeeds in convincing her to appear
on stage, helping her forge a brilliant career. However, her fast-growing success
overshadows the image of her benefactor. In the upcoming third remake of “A
Star Is Born,” Bradley Cooper and Stefani Germanotta (aka Lady Gaga) will infuse
a modern, genre-spanning spin on the 1937 rags-to-riches love story.

Martha and Dina De Laurentiis
Tony Musante

Tyrone jr. and Romina Power

Rodrigo Santoro

Vincent Spano

Keith Corradine and Louis Nero

after his “retirement” from the movies, was back on the set for Scorsese, with
whom he had already worked in “Raging Bull,” “Good Fellas” and “Casino”.
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Antonio Cupo and
Marta Gastini

Mauro Fiore and wife

Massimo Zeri
Clarissa Burt

Marco Beltrami

Robert Davi
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F. Murray Abraham

BEST VIEW OF HOLLYWOOD SIGN
DOLBY THEATRE
TCL CHINESE THEATRES
WALK OF FAME
SHOPS. DINING. CINEMAS.
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Shaul Kuba

Principal, CIM Group

Dear Friends,
It is with great pleasure that we
welcome the 2018 Los Angeles, Italia
Festival to Hollywood & Highland
Center. On behalf of CIM Group, I
wish to welcome the filmmakers and
attendees who will once again celebrate
the excellence of Italian cinema in the
very heart of Hollywood!
We wish to salute our dear friend
Pascal Vicedomini, the Founder and
Executive Director of the ‘Capri in the
World Institute’. He is a true guiding
force whose vision is able to bring the
extraordinary Italian culture to the
people of California
We hope that you will enjoy the festival
and your time at the Hollywood &
Highland Center!
Kind regards,
Shaul Kuba

donato carrisi

DIRECTS A THRILLER BASED
ON HIS NOVEL:
“THE GIRL IN THE FOG”

#hollywoodandhighland HOLLYWOODANDHIGHAND.COM

Annat and Shaul Kuba

ANDREA PALLAORO

PRESENTS “HANNAH”
STARRING THE INCREDIBLE
CHARLOTTE RAMPLING
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The magic lives on

2006-2018 • thirteen Successful Years

2006

(February 26-March 4)
The Italian cinema passed
the test at the first L.A. Italia Festival
with over 10,000 viewers attending thirty
movie screenings.
Even though our Academy Award
nominees didn’t win - Cristina
Comencini, director of “Don’t Tell”;
Gabriella Pescucci, costume designer
for “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”
and Dario Marinelli, music composer
for “Pride & Prejudice”- the Capri
Nel Mondo Institute took homethe
awareness that “… a solid bridge for a
cultural exchange is being built – since
1995 – between the Island of Capri
with its “Capri, Hollywood” festival and
Los Angeles, California,” as declared
by Pascal Vicedomini, founder and
producer of these two events. Hollywood
also witnessed the debut of festival
co-founders Marina Cicogna, Franco
Nero, Lina Wertmuller and Tony Renis
(regarded as the musical ‘soul’ of the
group and immediately elected its
“Honorary Chairman”).
For starters, the 2006 L.A. Italia event,
whose official poster of the festival
featured a night shot of the Colosseum,
enjoyed the support of Cim Group Inc
(with its principal Shaul Kuba), the Lazio
Region, and Rai Trade, as well as Mibac
(D.G.Cinema). Among the attractions
that mostly engaged the audience,
we recall: 1) Lina Wertmuller’s film
retrospective: The well-known Italian
director was treated to a Hollywood party
in her honor organized by producer David
Codikov, complete with a welcoming
speech by Al Pacino. She was also invited
to lecture a class of students attending
the University Southern California;
2) A retrospective about the talented
Gabriele Muccino, presenting his first
all-American movie with Will Smith;
3) Valentino and Gabriella Pescucci’s
costume exhibitions, the first based on
nine elegant party gowns created for
Gwyneth Paltrow, Renée Zellweger, Cate
Blanchett, Kate Beckinsale, Jennifer
Garner, Kate Hudson, Sandra Bullock
and Elle MacPherson; the second on
nine costumes created by Sartoria Tirelli
in Rome for Michelle Pfeiffer, Jessica
Lange, Uma Thurman, Demi Moore,
Monica Bellucci, Jacqueline Bisset,
Catherine Deneuve, Robert De Niro
and Johnny Depp; 5) A photo expo on
cinema in the Lazio Region, attended by
two masters of the Italian haute cuisine:
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Mel Gibson and Sylvester Stallone

Larry King, Al Pacino and Michele Placido together at LA Italia 2013 for the Inaugural “Jack Valenti
Legend Award”

chefs Massimo Riccioli and Anna Dente;
6) NIAF’s big gala night at the Regent
Beverly Wilshire led by Jack Valenti (then
the long-time president of the Motion
Picture Association of America) with two
exceptional guests: Oscar –winning actor
Ernest Borgnine and L.A. Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa.
Actors Raoul Bova, Stefania Rocca,
Enrico Lo Verso and Carlo Carlei stood
out among the official delegation, as
did songwriter Gigi D’Alessio who was
touring the West Coast at that time.
Among the illustrious guests were
Oscar recipients Norman Jewison
and Jon Voight (who recently was the
extraordinary protagonist of the Rai-Lux
Vide TV movie dedicated to Pope John
Paul II, a role that won him and producer
Tom Sternberg the L.A. Italia Excellence
Award, designed by Micucci). With them
were Paul Mazursky, Jacqueline Bisset,
Dolph Lundgren, Roxanna Arquette, the
up-and-coming star Gerard Butler, Keith
Carradine and finally, producers Larry
Turman, Lawrence Bender, Steven Paul
and Barry Navidi.
The divine Ms. Sophia Loren made an
appearance at the Silvia Damiani event.

2007

(February 18-24) This
was the year of the big
popular festival breakthrough on the
West Coast: costume designer Milena
Canoero was awarded her third Oscar –
for Sofia Coppola’s “Marie Antoinette”.
Sadly no prize went to makeup magicians
Signoretti and Sodano.

and Education. It was also the year of the
charity gala event for the movie “Invisible
Children”, produced by MKFilm and
Maria Grazia Cucinotta with UNICEF and
the World Food Program.
There was also a memorable tribute to
maestro Ennio Morricone, who received
the Academy’s Lifetime Achievement
Award from Clint Eastwood. Not to
mention Italian rocker Vasco Rossi’s
surprise appearance at the special
screening of Stefano Salvati’s video-clip,
in which he was the lead character.
The 2007 edition guests included Raoul
Bova with Federico Moccia, Claudia
Gerini with Federico Zampaglione and,
next to Valeria Golino,

Liza Minnelli

Bono Vox

Hollywood first-timer Riccardo
Scamarcio, who connected immediately
with Jeff Goldblum. Director Giulio
Base, together with Dolph Lundgren and
the Cruz sisters, Penelope and Monica,
introduced his new movie “L’inchiesta”.
Italian-American screenwriter Bobby
Moresco (Academy Award for “Crash”)
debuted as festival chairman that year,
too. At the Chinese Theatre, and at the
Italian Lounge at Trastevere in Hollywood
& Highland Center (where singer
Agostino Penna performed beautifully),
Oscar winner Pietro Scalia, Carlo Gabriel
Nero, Stefano Veneruso, Martina
Stella, Luca Lionello, actors Matthew
Modine, John Savage, Gina Gershon,
film directors Harold Becker and Mick

Marco Bellocchio, Joel Schumacher
and Bobby Moresco

The L.A. Italia event calendar presented
a brilliant retrospective dedicated to
legendary movie master Mario Monicelli,
who was presented with a Lifetime
Achievement Award by General Consul
Diego Brasioli and IIC Director Francesca
Valente, as well as with honors from
the University of Southern California
by Dean Elizabeth Dailey. This was the
year of the collaboration with Shoah
Foundation and Mimmo Calopresti’s
documentary, “Volevo solo vivere”,
screened on the opening day of the
festival. The emotionally-charged
event engaged both audiences and the
media, who rushed in to listen to the
speech given by Douglas Greenberg,
Executive Director of USC’s Shoah
Foundation Institute for Visual History

Mario Monicelli with
Francesca Valente and Diego Brasioli

Norman Jewison

Fulvio Lucisano

Dennis Hopper

Vittorio Grigolo

Douglas Kirkland

Marco Risi

Davis, and producers Avi Lerner and
Chiara Tilesi were there too.
The official image of the 2007 Festival
edition was Venice’s Grand Canal, owing
to an explicit request by the Venice
Casino that supports the event together
with Cinecittà Holding, the Lazio Region,
the Campania Region, Sangemini and
Cafe do Brazil.

2008

(February 17-23) The
festival that year started
in the best possible way: Bernardo
Bertolucci got a star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame, a tribute granted by the
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce upon
the request of the Capri Nel Mondo
Institute. The Maestro was unable
to attend due to his ailing health but
nevertheless his star was unveiled in
front of the Chinese Theatre.
The classic Italian cinema was
represented by directors Carlo Lizzani
and Citto Maselli, who were given the IIC
Lifetime Achievement award by General
Consul Nicola Faganello, and who – at the
Chinese Theatre – gave an award to an
exceptional guest: Italian-American actor
and director Sylvester Stallone.
Dante Ferretti, however, (with Francesca
Lo Schiavo) was the main attraction as
he received his second Oscar for his
design of Tim Burton’s “Sweeney Todd”
sets. The same thrill was generated when
composer Dario Marianelli basked in
his moment of glory, bringing home
the legendary statuette for scoring Joe
Wright’s “Atonement”. The only one
left out was the third Italian candidate,
Andrea Jublin, a contender in the short
film category.
The Italian delegation also included
actor and filmmaker Michele Placido,
Lina Sastri, Raoul Bova, Enrico Lo Verso
and newcomers Valeria Solarino (the
Festival ‘godmother’), Federico Moccia,
Francesco Apolloni, Louis Nero, Ilaria
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Giovanna Mezzogiorno
and Raoul Bova

Silvia, Christian and Brando De Sica

Giorgio”), a few months after the
tenor’s death.
Massimo Ranieri and Mickey Rourke

Borrelli, Maurizio Aiello and Antonella
Ponziani.
Famous Italian songwriter Ron and the
Bologna-born ‘soulman’ Andrea Mingardi
were highly appreciated for their musical
contributions.
Next to them, a few giants of the US
industry: Oscar winners Steven Zaillian,
Paul Haggis and F. Murray Abraham
(who was involved with Stefano Todini
and Patrizia Pellegrino in a small movie
shot in Umbria). And then Steven Seagal,
Keith Carradine, Treat Williams, Tomas
Arana, Johan Collins, Lindsay Lohan,
Sofia Vergara (still unknown to the
mainstream), Romina Power with her
brother Tyrone Jr. and producers Mark
Canton, Jeremy Thomas, Kevin King and
Humberto Gatica.
The official image of the 2008 edition
was the Gulf of Naples projected onto a
number of Hollywood buildings. The size
of the audience revealed the growth of the
event: about 13,000 people attended the
Italian Art Gallery set up at the Hollywood
& Highland Center. A photographic
exhibition was arranged by the
Experimental Centre of Cinematography
about Bernardo Bertolucci with the title
“Durante la rivoluzione” and “La Via
del Petrolio” (in collaboration with Eni)
was screened. Much admiration was
generated by the costumes designed
by artist Catia Dottori for Lizzani’s film
“Hotel Meina” and by the haute couture
creations by late designer Egon
Von Furstenberg (presented by
his children Alex and Tatiana
and by his ex-wife Diane von
Furstenberg, now a fashion
icon). 15,000 viewers visited the
Mann Chinese 6 theatre to watch
a selection of contemporary and
classic movies. Among the other
events, particularly appreciated was
the tribute to Luciano Pavarotti (with
the screening of the movie “Yes,
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2009

(February 1521) The work of
legendary Vittorio de Sica was celebrated,
with speeches by actor-director Dennis
Hopper and Mark and James Canton at
the Mann Chinese 6 Theatre, where they
expressed their love for the Italian cinema
“maestro.” De Sica’s son Christian and
grandson Brando proudly waved the Oscar
won by the filmmaker (for “La Ciociara”),
to the audience which included film
director Pupi Avati and his film-producer
brother Antonio, both of whom received
a warm Hollywood welcome as witnesses
of the great contemporary cinema who
have made their mark on the history of
world entertainment. Pupi Avati was
lauded with a movie retrospective, the IIC
prize, and a tribute at U.S.C. arranged by
young professor Alex Ago and about 500
students.
2008 was the year of “Gomorra” –
the big hit movie by Matteo Garrone
exposing Naples’

Milena Canonero

Treat Williams

Jeff Goldblum

criminal underworld. “Los Angeles,
Italia” promoted a positive side of the
city with movies shot in the Gulf that are
part of film history and special guests
from its surroundings. Chief among
them was Massimo Ranieri, a legendary
representative of the Neapolitan theatre
and song who, after showing his film about
Pulcinella, gave the mask of Lello Esposito
as a gift to Oscar favorite Mickey Rourke
(“The Wrestler”) who had just attended
the Gala at the Kodak Theatre. With them,
director Pappi Corsicato, musicians Tony
Esposito and songwriter Guido Lembo
who, at Jack and Leslie Kavanaugh’s
home, involved Michael Bublè and Tony
Renis in an improvised concert. Same
response for Guido at the Chinese Theatre
where along with anchor-woman Simona
Ventura, another star was singing: ItalianAmerican “Easy Rider” interpreter, Peter
Fonda.
Stylist Rocco Barocco arranged an haute
couture exhibition at the Italian Art
Gallery at Hollywood & Highland Center:
twenty “vintage” costumes told the story of
twenty years of work within an exceptional
background: the photographic
exhibition “La Campania e il
Cinema.”
One of the most emotional
moments was the tribute to
legendary producer Franco
Cristaldi (“Cinema Paradiso”) with
his wife Zeudi Araya and director
Massimo Spano, accompanied by
Michelangelo. The guests included
Marco Pontecorvo, Maria Sole
Tognazzi, Adriano Giannini, Antonio

Christian Slater

Dougral Greenberg and wife

Jon Voight

Monica and Penelope Cruz with Giulio Base

Cupo. Flautist Andrea Griminelli and
composer Andrea Morricone and concert
performer Irene Veneziano wowed the
audience. Other glittering personalities
on hand were: Malin Akerman, David
Boreanaz, Gina Gershon, Heather
Graham, Ioan Gruffudd, John Landis,
Rodrigo Santoro, Christian Slater, Lesley
Ann Warren and anche Micah Alberti
and Rumer Willis, Moran Atias, Darin
Brooks, Clare Casey, Erika Christensen,
Randi Ingerman, Katherine Kelly Lang,
Alex Meneses, Brigitte Nielsen, Francisco
Quinn, Jonathan Tucker, Nathalia Ramos;
producers Michael Burns, Mike Nozik
and Philippe Martinez; super agents and
managers of the ‘biz’ industry Jack Gilardi,
Jason Weinberg, David Guillod, Tracy
Brennan.
And when everything seemed to be over,
the lights suddenly came up again to shine
on the greatest international diva ever to
grace the Oscars’ red carpet: Neapolitan
Sophia Loren.

Rosanna Arquette

Denny Mendez

Harold Becker, Barri Navidi and Bernard Hiller

Daryl Hannah

Clint Eastwood with Maria and Ennio Morricone

2010

(February 28-March 6)
2010 Oscar winners Mauro
Fiore (DP) and Michael Giacchino (music
composer); makeup artists Aldo Signoretti
and Vittorio Sodano, screenwriters
Armando Iannucci and Alessandro
Camon, composer Marco Beltrami, and
sound engineer Tony Lamberti were the
eight artists at the center of the promotion
of Oscar Night. Next to them, Oscarwinning director Gabriele Salvatores and
actor Fabio De Luigi attended the world
premiere of their movie “Happy Family”.
The event was highlighted on US television
as that two exceptional ‘godfathers’ were
to welcome their Italian colleagues at
the Mann Chinese 6 Theatre: Sylvester
Stallone and Samuel L. Jackson.
2010 L.A. Italia started under the best
of auspices due to the participation of
director Enzo G. Castellari, underlined –
on Sunday February 28th – by the arrival at
the Mann Chinese 6 Theatre of celebrated
Italian-American colleague Quentin
Tarantino (nominated for eight Oscars

Lindsay Lohan

for the movie “Inglourious Basterds”
loosely inspired by Castellari’s film “Quel
maledetto treno blindato”). And also due
to the acknowledgement of tenor Andrea
Bocelli by the Capri Nel Mondo Institute:
a legendary star on the Hollywood Walk
of Fame was to be awarded on March 2nd.
The event was celebrated the evening
before, with a gala presented – for the first
time ever in the Italian entertainment
industry – at Grauman’s Chinese Theatre,
where – with 1,000 people attending –
Bocelli received a prize from the hand
of the beautiful actress Rosario Dawson.
The Tuscany-born tenor shared the
celebration with his US producer David
Foster, who was in turn presented with an
award by Salvatores. A similar prize was
given to Warner Bros. marketing chief Sue
Kroll.
The godmother for 2010 L.A. Italia was
Sicilian actress Isabella Ragonese. She
was accompanied by Christian De Sica,
Massimo Ghini, young Rosabell Laurenti
Sellers (for the California premiere
of “Mi ricordo di
Anna Frank” by
Alberto Negrin),
Luca Guadagnino,
for the California
premiere of “I Am
Love”, Maria Grazia
Cucinotta, Marco
Bonini with director
Edoardo Leo, actor
Leopoldo Mastelloni,
for a special tribute
to Federico Fellini.
And among the other
Siedah Garrett, Francesco De Gregori, Elisabetta Canalis
celebrities we saw
and Steven Zaillian
Oscar winner Forest
Whitaker, the godfather
of the opening day, Oscar
winner Helen Mirren and director Taylor
Hackford, to express their regard for
Franco Nero. Other guests were: Gedeon
Burkhard, Sofia Milos, Luis Prieto,
Moran Atias, Andrea Osvart, Eugenya
Chernishova, Francisco Queen, producer
Harvey Weinstein, the undisputed King of
Hollywood during the Award Season.
Gabriella Pescucci and Sandy Powell
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Joan Collins and Percy Gibson

Helen Mirren and Taylor Hackford

2011

(February 20-26) A tribute
to legendary producer Dino
De Laurentiis opened the event with
remarks by his wife Martha and his
daughter Dina and a documentary by
journalist Tonino Pinto. The audience
also included Italian-American actor
Joe Mantegna (awarded with L.A. Italia’s
Excellence Award), his colleague Tony
Musante (awarded by Cinecittà Luce) and
great director Marco Bellocchio who was
the protagonist of all the festival events
taking place at the Chinese Theatre, the
University of Southern California and
IIC where he was awarded the Lifetime
Achievement Award.
Among the other festival stars: the étoile
Roberto Bolle who became the symbol
of this year’s festival, as well as actors
Kim Rossi Stuart and Luigi Lo Cascio
with their film retrospectives. Jazz
piano player Stefano Bollani wowed the
audience with his Hollywood debut.
The all-Italian happening in Hollywood,
on the eve of Oscar night, introduced
costume designer Antonella Cannarozzi,
nominated for the film “I Am Love” by

Luke Evans

Gabriele Salvatores, Samuel L. Jackson and Fabio De Luigi

Guadagnino, as well as Italian-US actress
Melissa Leo (born in Salerno) who won
a Best Actress Academy Award for “The
Fighter”.
The event celebrated 150 years of Italian
unification with a number of movies by
Pietro Germi, Florestano Vancini, the
Taviani Brothers and Luigi Magni, aiming
to shape and strengthen the national
awareness; along with the arthouse
movies, a number of Italian successful
contemporary comedies were presented:
from Checco Zalone’s “Che bella
giornata” to Luca Miniero’s “Benvenuti
al Sud” with the duo Bisio-Stani; from
Fausto Brizzi’s “Maschi contro femmine”
and “Femmine contro maschi” to Luca
Lucini’s “La donna della mia vita”.
Organized in collaboration with CIM
Group, Eni, Rai, Alitalia, the patronage
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, of the
Direction General Cinema of the Ministry
of the Cultural Heritage and Activity, with
support from the Italian Embassy in USA
and in cooperation with NIAF – National
Italia American Foundation, the General
Consulate of Italy, the Institute for the
Foreign Commerce and the Los Angeles
Italian Institute of Culture, Cinecittà
Studios, Cinecittà Luce, the

Guido Lembo, Tony Renis, Pupi Avati, Michael Buble and Antonio Avati

Experimental Centre of Cinematography,
the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce,
Italian Independent Productions and the
University of Southern California (USC),
2011 L.A. Italia was once again presided
over by Bobby Moresco and paid tribute
to legendary master Mario Monicelli
(screening one of his masterpieces, “I
soliti ignoti” (“Big Deal on Madonna
Street”, a movie that inspired US
filmmakers) and to set designer Dante
Ferretti with Gianfranco Giagni’s docufilm presented in Venice. Among the
most significant moments, there was a
tribute to the victims of the earthquake of
L’Aquila (2009) with a special screening
of a documentary entitled “Un anno dopo
– Memory Hunters” made by the students
of Aquila’s Academy of Image Arts and
Sciences and presented in Venice in
2010. The beautiful and scarred Abruzzi
town was the symbol of the official poster
of 2011 Los Angeles Italia, in order to
raise awareness and to remember those
who suffer and are unable to fulfill their
artistic dreams as they are busy coping
with the difficulties of their everyday
lives.   2011 Los Angeles, Italia 2011
was promoted by the Capri Nel Mondo

Carlo Lizzani, Sylvester Stallone and Francesco Maselli

Massimo Gaudioso
and Roberta Mitrovich

John and Debora Landis

Lina Sastri and Leopoldo Mastelloni
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Hope Dworaczyc

Caterina D’Amico and Isabella Ragonese

Adriano Giannini
and Simona Ventura

Dante Spinotti
Gabriele Muccino

Institute.
Among the most
appreciated guests of the
entire week were Danish
filmmaker Susan Bier
(later an Oscar recipient),
Joel Schumacher
(holding court during
a lunch at Tod’s
on Rodeo Drive),
Sofia Vergara (now
a real star), Harold
Becker, Luck Evans,
Mark Canton, Malin
Akerman, Robert
Davi, Elsa Pataki, Paul
Weller, Nastassja
Kinski, Jacqueline
Bisset, John Savage,
Fisher Stevens. And
many other Italians
attended, such as
artists residing in
California: Pietro
Scalia, Dante Spinotti,
Gabriella Cristiani,
Gisella Marengo. The
event closed at Silvia
Damiani and Tomas
Arana’s mansion.

Dolph Lundgren

Carolina Crescentini, Joe Mantegna and Chiara Francini

2012

Los Angeles, Italia’s
seventh edition opened
with a tribute to Dario Argento’s work as
a master of horror cinema, premiering
his “Dracula 3D”, that earned him a
gala in his honor at the subsequent
Cannes Film Festival. However, 2012
was also the year of the third Oscar
for Dante Ferretti and Francesca Lo
Schiavo, for Martin Scorsese’s “Hugo”;
this acknowledgement stirred intense
emotion in the two artists, more so than
when they accepted their two previous
Academy Awards.
The President of L.A. Italia 2012 was
master Pupi Avati, with a delegation
of young people including director
Paolo Genovese, performers Carolina
Crescentini, Chiara Francini, actor
Dario Castiglio, and the multi-talented
Elisabetta Canalis (recent host of the
Sanremo Song Context)) as festival
godmother.
Among the most memorable moments
of the 7th Los Angeles, Italia Festival,
were the performances of musicians Enzo
Gragnaniello and Piero Gallo at IIC, and
at home with producers Avi Lerner and
Heidi Jo Markel, together with Danny
Glover, Mischa Barton, Nastassja Kinski
and John Savage.
Unforgettable was the tribute to
legendary Peppino Di Capri, which
inaugurated a strong partnership with the
Grammy Museum, and opening the door
for a similar event on a yearly basis. The
musician from Capri received a special
award bestowed upon him by the great
Mike Stoller, the celebrated composer for
Elvis Presley.
Among the most welcomed guests of the
festival were directors Joel Schumacher
and Kenny Ortega, as well as actors Joe
Mantegna and Joan Collins.
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Kim Rossi Stuart

Cristina Comenicini and Gaetano Blandini

2013

Barkhad Abdi and Gianni Nunnari
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Neil Portnow and Alexandre Desplat

Steve Coogan
Eli Roth and Lorenza Izzo

Chairman Rick Nicita
and President Martha De
Laurentiis kicked off the 8th edition
of LA ITALIA which took place from
February 17 to 23 2013 with a real
Hollywood red carpet: Al Pacino collected
the first Jack Valenti Legend Award from
the hands of well-known anchorman
Larry King while actor Michele Placido
and producer and director Iginio
Straffi were honored with the LA Italia
Excellence Award. Right afterwards it
was the turn of other two stars: producer
Harvey Weinstein and rising star director
David O. Russell who publicly revealed
his Italian origins (his mother was from
Calabria). Also actor Gerard Butler
appeared among the many stars who
flocked to support the Italian event.
Two days afterwards Weinstein was again
under the Hollywood spotlight for the
arrival of Quentin Tarantino

Elisabetta Gregoraci

Danish director Susan Bier, Luigi Lo Cascio and Roberto Bolle

e Christoph Waltz who were later
awarded for “Django Unchained”.
They were warmly welcomed by
original “Django” and “Ringo”, alias
Franco Nero and Giuliano Gemma,
both celebrated by the numerous fans
of the “spaghetti western” movies.
That was another memorable night.
On the music front the classic event
at the Grammy Museum hosted an
exceptional Italian star: Zucchero
Fornaciari. The Italian king of
soul performed “unplugged” after
the screening of a documentary
by Vincenzo Mollica, with another
appearance – the following day – at the
Chinese Theatre.
The Italian artistic delegation also
included Fausto Brizzi and Paolo
Genovese, joined by Valerio Zanoli
and Tony Trupia as well as by actresses
Claudia Zanella,
Elisabetta Canalis e
Madalina Ghenea (the
Romanian beauty
“adopted” by the Italian
show business).
A legendary edition
to properly celebrate
the Year of the Italian
Culture in America,
which had just begun.

Andrea Mingardi

Eline Powell and Roberto Faenza

2014

Los
Angeles,
Italia’s ninth edition
opened at the Chinese
Six Theatres in
Hollywood with a
special screening of
“The Great Beauty”,
Paolo Sorrentino’s
masterpiece which
a few days later
triumphed at The
Oscars, winning an
Academy Award
as Best Foreign
Language Film. The
festival hosted an
unprecedented array
of stars, all in love

Vera and Giuliano Gemma

with Italy, a country that hangs on to its
traditions but at the same time has always
been open to changes.
The highly energized evening was
attended by Bono Vox, frontman of the
rock band U2 and Oscar-nominated for
his original song “Ordinary Love,” that
he composed for the film “Mandela:
Long Walk to Freedom.” Al Pacino, the
unforgettable star of many milestone
movies that have impacted the history of
US cinema, presented the Irish artist’s
award. Particularly moving was the
encounter between Bono and Táta Vega,
who sang and acted in Morgan Neville’s
documentary “20 Feet from Stardom,”
which was named Best Documentary
Film of the Year by LA Italia and won an
Oscar in the same category. Táta’s voice
enchanted the theatre audience including
Bono Vox and Alexandre Desplat, who
composed the music for Stephen Frears’
“Philomena.”
Another award was given to ItalianAmerican film director David O.
Russell, whose “American Hustle” was
a contender for a number of Academy
Awards. Vicedomini’s festival was
attended by a number of notable guests,
including: Quentin Tarantino, John
Travolta, Toni Servillo, Roberto Faenza,

Eli Roth, Steve Coogan, Paolo Genovese,
Elisabetta Canalis, Enzo d’Alò, Anita
Kravos and Francesco De Gregori,
the popular Italian songwriter, who
delighted the audience with a special
performance of his greatest hits.
Los Angeles, Italia 2014 also hosted a
preview of Noam Murro’s anticipated
movie “300: Rise of an Empire” which
was produced by Gianni Nunnari and
Mark Canton, and presented the Jack
Valenti Legend Award to Angelica
Huston, daughter of John Huston who
won an Oscar for “Prizzi’s Honor.”
Also, Somali-American actor Barkhad
Abdi was honored for “Captain
Philips,” a film starring Tom Hanks
and revolving around the hijacking of
the US ship Maersk Alabama.

2015

The big feast of Italian
cinema in Hollywood
celebrated its 10th Anniversary from
February 15 to 21, 2015 at the TLC
Chinese Theatre in Los Angeles,
bringing together stars from the
International show business arena and
Italian filmmakers and performers –
ambassadors of our industry to world –
along with participants and attendees of
the 2015 Academy Awards.
Queen of this special edition was the
legendary Liza Minnelli, a performer
rich in formidable magnetism and
extraordinary stage presence, who was
celebrated with a standing ovation by
the Chinese Theater audience, alongside
her friends Mark Canton, Tony Renis
and Franco Nero. During the tribute the
artist spoke of her Italian origins and
the emotion she felt when she won an
Oscar for Bob Fosse’s “Cabaret” in 1973.
Minnelli received the 2015 Jack Valenti
Award.
Young actor Ellar Coltrane, star of
Richard Linklater’s “Boyhood,” won the
2015 LA, Italia Excellence Award. Other
accolades were bestowed on Morten
Tyldum, the director of “The Imitation
Game” and on young screenwriter
Graham Moore, who earned a Best
Adapted Screenplay Oscar for the biopic

Nastassja Kinski and Luca Lionello

Christoph Waltz and Franco Nero

dedicated to British mathematician Alan
Turing.
The traditional event at the Italian
Institute of Culture in Los Angeles was
attended by an exceptional guest: Milena
Canonero, one of the brightest Italian
artists whose talent is respected in
Hollywood and in the rest of the world.
A few days later she received her fourth
Oscar as Best Costume Designer for Wes
Anderson’s acclaimed “Grand Budapest
Hotel.”
The LA, Italia Excellence Award was given
to Italian tenor Vittorio Grigolo, who on

the opening night of the Festival paid
tribute to Frank Sinatra’s legend singing
his evergreen songs. Sinatra, “the Voice”
of the 20th century, who was so fond of
his Italian background, was remembered
by the Festival also for his commitment
to human rights, a fact which most people
ignored. In the early Fifties he was at the
forefront to defend the rights of black
people, fighting alongside his close

Luca Zingaretti

Marta Gastini
Sebastiano Somma
Morten Tyldum
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Graham Moore
Fabio and Antonella Testi

friend Sammy Davis Jr. His professional
and private life has always been marked
by his charitable contributions for
children in need.
At the Hollywood Chinese Theatre, there
was a warm welcome for Rory Kennedy,
the director of “Last Days in Vietnam”,
nominated to the Academy Award as
Best Documentary, and Jimmy Kimmel,
one of the most beloved American TV
entertainers, whose mother’s ancestors
came from Ischia while his father’s
family originated from Germany.
“Everybody knows that nothing good
has ever been generated by Italian
and German alliances,” declared the
comedian, “And I certainly validate
this rule. When a strong earthquake hit
Ischia, my family decided to leave their
hometown and move to America. They
settled in California, because they did
not want to be troubled by earthquakes
anymore!”
Other guests of the 10th edition of Los
Angeles, Italia included: The King of
American Comedy John Landis, soul
singer Aloe Blacc, actor Vincent Spano,
Italian performers Raoul Bova, Luca
Zingaretti, Marco Risi, Paolo Genovese,
Marco Pontecorvo, Fabio Testi,
Sebastiano Somma, teenage idol Leo
Howard and the beautiful Hermione
Corfield, a star of “Mission Impossibile:
Rogue Nation” and “Mr. Holmes”.

Stefania Rocca and Jacqueline Bisset

Carlo Carlei

Michael Madsen
Dario Marianelli

Neapolitan filmmaker Mario Martone in
Los Angeles, with screenings of his most
significant works which are praised in
America, for their strength of expression
and sharp vision.
On February 21st, the festival opened
with “Una giornata particolare,” Ettore
Scola’s masterpiece starring Sophia
Loren and Marcello Mastroianni; The
movie was selected to celebrate the

Liz Solari

Italian film director who passed
away last year.
Other films directed by Scola
were also screened at the festival,
including his last work: “Che
strano chiamarsi Federico,” a
documentary dedicated to his friend
Federico Fellini, and “Ridendo
e scherzando,” a film directed by
Scola’s daughters Paola and Silvia,
narrating the filmmaker’s brilliant
life and career through his interviews
and comments.
A number of first class guests joined
us at the Chinese Theatre during
the much awaited annual event:
Paolo Genovese with his “Perfetti
Sconosciuti” (to be soon re-made
in the States), Dianne Warren,
the music composer nominated
for seven Oscars; charming Emily
Rataikovsky, a global icon on
social networks; Michael Madsen, one
of Tarantino’s favorites; the ItalianAmerican actor Paul Sorvino; Enrico
Iannaccone, Valeria Marini, Massimo
Gaudioso, Marco Ponti and his new muse
Valentina Reggio; Denny Mendez, the
festival ‘godmother’ and the comic duo
Pio and Amedeo, who graced the red
carpet wearing their swimsuits.

Giuliano Sangiorgi and Giovanni Veronesi

2017

Paolo Del Brocco, LP and Gianfranco Rosi

The 2017 edition of
‘Los Angeles, Italia’
recognized Mel Gibson’s artistic
renaissance! After ten years away from
Hollywood, the Australian actor and
director experienced a new and major
professional accomplishment with the
Oscar-nominated nominated “Hacksaw
Ridge.” It was celebrated at the opening
of the annual festival that takes place in
Hollywood during the week preceding the
Academy Awards.
Surrounded by many Italian colleagues,
including Giovanni Veronesi, who was in
Los Angeles for the premiere of his movie
“Non è un paese per giovani.” Gibson did
not miss the chance to express his love
for Bella Italia: “I love Italy, and I always
want to go there, whenever I can” he said
as he was speaking about the filming in
Matera of his controversial movie “The
Passion of Christ.”
The glamorous ceremony at the Chinese
Six Theatres was attended by a vast
audience comprised of filmmakers,
movie stars, government officials, the
media and friends of Italy. Gibson
received the statuette from his longtime

friend Sylvester Stallone, who in turn was
presented with the Jack Valenti Award.
“Sly was my advisor when I started out in
Hollywood”, said Gibson, visibly touched.
The guests who came to acclaim
Hollywood’s “prodigal son” included
Mira Sorvino, Sara Serraiocco, Elisabetta
Gregoraci, Veronica and Eleonora
Gaggero, Mirko Trovato from the Italian
TV series “Braccialetti Rossi” and Justin
Hurwitz, who received the LA Italia Award
from Tony Renis and his fellow musicians
Mike Stoller and Charles Fox; A week
later he won Oscars for “City of Stars”
(Best Song) and the “La La Land” score
(Best Original Score).
During the following days the audience
flooded the Chinese Six Theatres to
see the best recent Italian movies and
acclaim the heroes of the Festival’s 12th
edition: Alessandro Bertolazzi, Academy
Award- nominee for the make-up of
“Suicide Squad”; Edoardo Leo; Matthew
Modine; Franco Nero; the cast and
producers of “Lion,” the Garth Davis
film starring Nicole Kidman and Dave
Patel; the Neapolitan rapper
Clementino; Carlo Carlei and

Toni d’Angelo, who presented his movie
“Falchi,” with Fortunato Cerlino and
Michele Riondino.
Gianfranco Rosi, the director of “Fire at
Sea,” did not hide his emotions for the
many acknowledgments the film received
including an Oscar nomination. The
celebrated filmmaker was accompanied
by producer Donatella Palermo, Paolo
Del Brocco from 01 Distribution and
Pietro Bartolo, the Lampedusa doctor
featured in his docufilm and now a legend
all over the world.
Many prestigious Italian musicians
attended the festival: Giuliano Sangiorgi,
the front man of Negramaro, one of the
most popular bands in Italy, was honored
for the score of Veronesi’s movie; the
American songwriter Laura Pergolizzi
aka LP, who was presented with the Italia
Excellence Award. Her voice, her whistle,
her inseparable ukulele and the songs
from her hit album “Lost on You” showed
all the talent of this artist of Italian
origins during one of the most exciting
evenings of the festival.

2016

The festival’s 11th
edition was particularly
prestigious as it paid tribute to Maestro
Ennio Morricone with a coveted Star
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame near
the Chinese Theatre, our traditional
venue in Los Angeles. The ceremony
was attended by Quentin Tarantino,
the director of “The Hateful Eight,”
whose Oscar-winning score was written
by the celebrated music composer.
However, Morricone was not the only
guest who attracted the attention of
the Hollywood community on the eve
of the Academy Awards. The Capri in
the World Institute also celebrated
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Ippolita Di Maio and Mario Martone

Marco Belardi and Paolo Genovese
Caterina Shulha

Justin Hurvitz

Anjelica Huston

Ellar Coltraine

Stefano Bollani
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bertolucci’s
THE LAST EMPEROR

returns toHollywood

30 YEARS AFTER ITS UNFORGETTABLE
NINE-OSCAR® VICTORY
The Festival is paying tribute to Bernardo Bertolucci’s
talent and to his colossal movie that in 1988
seduced Hollywood, and the rest of the world

O

n a warm evening in April 1988, Los Angeles’ Shrine Auditorium hosted Bernardo Bertolucci’s
moment of redemption. Following the controversy sparked by “Last Tango in Paris,” and the
criticism received by “Novecento,” along with the difficulties he encountered carrying out his most
ambitious projects (“Red Harvest” with Jack Nicholson), Hollywood was ready to celebrate the talent,
the style, the courage and the determination of an incredible Italian filmmaker and his undisputed
masterpiece, honoring it with a staggering nine Academy Awards.
The story of Pu Yi, the last emperor of modern China, who ascended to the throne in 1906 when
he was only three years old and after a life rich with events, ended up as a gardener in China at the
time of Mao Zedong, is told by Bertolucci as a great metaphor of the themes of re-education and the
metamorphosis that every human being experiences when youth’s dreams of omnipotence give way
to old age’s maturity and awareness. This highly symbolic biographical movie skillfully explores the
themes of man and myth and depicts the birth of a nation in the 20th century, as well as the value
and impermanence of power. Bertolucci was eager to explore an extra territorial story and found
the inspiration when he read “From Emperor to Citizen,” the biography of Pu Yi, a leader and at the
same time a victim of sixty years full of conflicts, when he gradually became a puppet in the hands of
malicious, cunning and relentless people.
Pu Yi was elected emperor at the age of three; he became a secret collaborator of the Japanese
invaders, and was ultimately imprisoned in a Soviet Camp where he was reeducated by the Red
Guards, and lived the rest of his life in Communist China working as a gardener in Beijing. He
was a sinner filled with pride who reconciled with life only at an old age.
The life of a man who went from being the Son of Heaven to an unknown citizen became a
magnificent and groundbreaking movie which mingles sophisticated atmospheres à la nouvelle
vague with majestic scenes typical of American cinema. This stunning motion picture was created
not only by Bertolucci’s unique filmmaking qualities but also by the courage of British producer
Jeremy Thomas and by the commitment of hundreds of Italian and International collaborators
who – for months - worked between China and Rome’s Cinecittà Studios. The 1988 Oscars
marked the movie’s complete triumph, with nine nominations and nine wins: Best Picture, Best
Director, Best Writing (Bertolucci and Mark Peploe), Best Cinematography (Vittorio Storaro),
Best Art Direction - Set Decoration (Ferdinando Scarfiotti, Bruno Cesari, Osvaldo Desderi), Best
Costume Design (James Acheson), Best Film Editing (Gabriella Cristiani), Best Sound (Ivan
Sharrock, Bill Rowe) and Best Original Score (Ryuichi Sakamoto, Cong Su and David Byrne).

vittorio storaro

MASTER OF LIGHT
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Storaro is an artist who has never ceased exploring the essence of light, creating unforgettable visions, images and emotions. He has worked on more than
50 movies, some of which are truly timeless cinematic masterpieces.
Hollywood considers Storaro a magician who, through his uninterrupted exploration of the expressiveness of light, is able to conquer the world and earn
three Oscar statuettes for his work on Francis Ford Coppola’s “Apocalypse
Now” (1979), Warren Beatty’s “Reds” (1981) and Bernardo Bertolucci’s “The
Last Emperor” (1988). A true artist combining camera and lighting techniques,
Storaro is able to capture humanity and to convey its energy to the audience,
through imagery that is second to none.

Bernardo Bertolucci and Vittorio Storaro

producers and distributors, publishers of TV contents, operators in the supply chain) in the
identification of the correct business financial strategies, proposing “ad hoc” financial solutions.
Together with the usual credit assessment, the Desk offers a specific and in-depth analysis of
the different features of the proposed initiative (financial, contractual, operational, regulatory).
This approach allows to build a service tailored to customer needs, simplifying the relationship
with the bank, making it a counterpart able to perfectly understand the client’s wishes.

INTESA SANPAOLO SUPPORTING CINEMA

Intesa Sanpaolo Group, the leading banking Group in Italy in all business areas (retail, corporate
and wealth management), has always been focused to support Italian culture and its excellences,
believing that a Leader Banking Group must contribute to the growth of its Country also from
a cultural and social point of view.
The safeguard and the enhancement of the historical, artistic and architectural heritage of
the Intesa Sanpaolo Group, together with the desire of sharing it with the community, led
to the creation of the “Gallerie d’Italia”, the network of Intesa Sanpaolo Museums and cultural
sites in Milan, Naples and Vicenza. In Gallerie d’Italia, in addition to the permanent exhibition
of artwork there is a well-articulated program of temporary exhibitions and initiatives available
for all citizens.
Another priority for the Group is to contribute to the preservation of the national historical and
artistic heritage, through “Restituzioni”, the program of restoration activities of artistic and
architectural masterpieces. With over 1300 artworks “returned” to their original beauty, it is
now in its 18th edition.
With the same commitment to the arts and the show business, Intesa Sanpaolo has been
involved in many initiatives for the Movie Industry, providing financial and operational support
to the productions (especially foreign ones).
The attention to the entertainment world has been realized with a direct support to the
business and with the creation, in Mediocredito Italiano (the subsidiary of the Group focused
on providing financial solutions for corporates) , of the Media & Entertainment Desk, dedicated
to the audiovisual sector (cinema, TV series, commercial spots), culture (music, theater, art) and
entertainment in general (concerts, major events).
The mission of this team is to understand
the businesses of the different industries
and their needs, in order to be able to
offer, in addition to standard banking
and financial services, an assistance
based on specific customer needs. In
particular, in the world of Films, the Desk
Media & Entertainment, which has been
operating for 10 years, has become
a reference point for the industry,
supporting customers (independent

Other strengths of this specialized team are collaborations with the most important
industry Associations, consolidated institutional relationships, participations in
working groups of leading international Entities and relationships with the main
national broadcasters and private operators. Today, the Group has supported more
than 60 operators, 300 audiovisual productions (over 150 cinematographic films,
150 TV series, over 30 commercial spots) and the distribution on the Italian market of over 200
foreign titles, providing loans for around € 1 billion in the last ten years.
Intesa Sanpaolo, proving its attention towards the movie industry, also through the support of
the international initiative “Los Angeles, Italia”, wants to contribute to a sector that, in recent
years, has shown a brand-new strength and vitality, demonstrating its capabilities to compete
in the international market.
The Intesa Sanpaolo Group has
also directly supported, through IMI
Investimenti, several film projects, for
example:
• the Paolo Sorrentino’s production
“This Must Be the Place” (starring
the two Oscar® Sean Penn and
Frances McDormand), sustained
at the Cannes Film Festival in 2011
• “Il villaggio di Cartone” (“the
Cardboard Village”) by Ermanno
Olmi (presented at 2011 Venice Film Festival), “Il Paese delle spose infelici” (“The village of
unhappy brides”) by Pippo Mezzapesa, “Reality” by Matteo Garrone (winner of the Grand
Prix at Cannes Film Festival 2012), “Immaturi - Il viaggio” (“Immatures – the journey”) by
Paolo Genovese.
• “Io e te” (“Me and you”) directed by Bernardo Bertolucci (out of competition at the Cannes
Film Festival 2012); “Magnifica Presenza” (“Magnificent presence”) by Ferzan Ozpetek and
“Baby Blues” by Alina Marazzi.

REDISCOVER THE MASTERS
OF ITALIAN CINEMA
Mediaset Distribution is proud to present the library
of the legendary Cecchi Gori Group, featuring the
best of 40 years of Italian Cinema.
Relive the emotions of a long list of cult movies,
exploring all genres and times, with their most
famous protagonists and Oscar winners’ directors.
All the names that made the Italian cinema great,
available now in a new, re-mastered version.

RISCOPRIRE I MAESTRI
DEL CINEMA ITALIANO
Mediaset Distribution presenta i 40 anni di cinema
italiano della prestigiosa collezione Cecchi Gori,
per rivivere le emozioni insieme ai più famosi e
premiati protagonisti del grande schermo.
Tutti i nomi che hanno fatto grande il cinema italiano,
oggi in versione rimasterizzata!
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stefano

sollima’s

From Rome’s deadly sins to
the Mexican border, Sollima
directs one of the most highly
anticipated films of 2018

S

tefano Sollima is a tough, visionary and pragmatic storyteller
who has been able to win over Hollywood. Born in Rome in
1966, the son of the renowned director Sergio Sollima, one of the
masters of the Italian spaghetti western movies and director of the
unforgettable TV miniseries “Sandokan” at the age of 20 he began
his career as a news cameraman for CNN, NBC and CBS, creating
successful war zone documentaries about Libya, Algeria, the Gulf
War and the former Yugoslavia for foreign networks.
His debut short film “Grazie” won third prize at the Turin Festival
of Young Cinema and in 2011 he shot “ACAB - All Cops Are
Bastards” for the big screen. The movie, which chronicles the daily
lives of riot cops Cobra, Negro, Mazinga and newcomer Adriano,
challenges many unwritten rules with an original approach to such
themes as the personification of power and human tensions, telling
stories of suburbia through magnificent and sweeping images.
In “Gomorrah, which offers an in-depth look in the underworld of
the Camorra – the Neapolitan mob – Sollima has given life to a true
international TV phenomenon. The close connections between a
criminal organization and the world of national finance and politics
are explored in the dark and almost nihilist movie “Suburra,” a
metropolitan western streaked with hopelessness, a film that has
been able to convince the American producers to entrust him
with the sequel to “Sicario,” the cult movie directed by Canadian
filmmaker Denis Villeneuve.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IS
THE SUBJECT OF SOLLIMA’S
NEW MOVIE STARRING

BENICIO DEL TORO
and JOSH BROLIN

The action takes place at the border between Mexico and
the United States. “Soldado,” Sollima’s eagerly awaited
first English language film, is more than just a simple
sequel to Villeneuve’s “Sicario.” Again written by Taylor
Sheridan, who was nominated for an Academy Award
for his “Hell or High Water” screenplay, “Soldado” takes
place in the many subterranean tunnels between Mexico
and America that are used to smuggle drugs, migrants and
potential criminals between the two countries. The movie,
starring Benicio Del Toro, Josh Brolin, Matthew Modine
and Catherine Keener, is one of the most disquieting and
brutal thrillers of the forthcoming season.

ZEROZEROZERO colt
a tribute to
sergio
leone
LANDS ON TV

Principal photography on “ZeroZeroZero” is scheduled to
start in March 2018. This is Sky’s new TV series inspired by
Roberto Saviano’s novel of the same name and directed
by Stefano Sollima. The story revolves around the impact
of drug smuggling in the global economy. The film is produced by Cattleya and written by Stefano Bises, Leonardo
Fasoli and Roberto Saviano, the team who created “Gomorrah.” It will be filmed on location in Mexico, Louisiana,
Central Africa, Spain, Italy and the UK (London.)

Stefano Sollima
and Roberto Saviano

This is the last story that Sergio Leone left to the world.
It tells of three orphan children who survive in the tough
Far West and become outlaws. They are the key players
of a movie that depicts the birth of a nation and could be
rightfully considered as a prequel to “Butch Cassidy and
the Sundance Kid.” Leone Film Group will turn the story
into a six-episode miniseries, where each episode is linked
to a single gun shot. Sollima will direct from a script he cowrote with Luca Infascelli and Massimo Gaudioso.
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THE LOS ANGELES, ITALIA GENERATION
At Hollywood’s TCL Chinese Theatre many new talents
find an opportunity to be noticed and become successful

valentina

bellè

Antonella Cocco

FROM THE TV
SERIES “I MEDICI”
TO THE BIG SCREEN
WITH THE TAVIANI
BROTHERS

Associate Producer LA Italia

T

o create a solid bridge between Italy and the United
States, two countries that despite their differences
have always been analogous, is one of the most heartfelt
objectives of Los Angeles, Italia. The festival has long
been involved in the promotion of Italian talents who
contribute to the great Italian film tradition, and are often
acclaimed abroad. Since the festival’s debut in 2006, many
young Italian performers have had the opportunity to leave
their mark in Hollywood – especially during the awards
season, the time of year when the whole world is focused
on the capital city of the global cinema. Raoul Bova, Carlo
Carlei, Claudia Gerini, Enrico Lo Verso, Marco Pontecorvo,
Riccardo Scamarcio, Maria Sole Tognazzi, Kim Rossi
Stuart, Carolina Crescentini, Isabella Ragonese, Adriano
Naomie Harris
Giannini, Pappi Corsicato and Fabio De Luigi are
Emily Raitaikovskij
well-established “assets” of our film industry who
are now ready to be recognized in Hollywood
The Festival is a place of discussion that also aims
at promoting the up and coming young talents of
international show business. It is an intellectual
laboratory where the strength of creativity
overcomes all geographical and cultural barriers.
Over the years many emerging filmmakers have
taken part in the festival, which became their
keenest supporters. For example, Bradley Cooper,
who, encouraged by his Italian background, has
eagerly explored Italian contemporary cinema.
He considers his encounter in Capri with Lina
Wertmuller as a memorable moment in his life.
Marco Ponti and Valentina Reggio
Moran Atias
Edoardo Leo
Cooper, a three-time-Oscar®-nominee
for “Silver Linings Playbook,” “American
Hustle” and “American Sniper,” has a father
of Irish descent and a mother whose family is
Italian. His grandparents, Angelo Campano, a
Neapolitan policeman and Assunta Campano,
from Abruzzo, instilled in him a passion for
Italian cooking. When asked what makes him
feel Italian, the actor replies: “I feel Italian
basically in everything: In my moral values, in
my upbringing, in the way I’m attached to my
family, in my love for good food.”
Also, the British actress Naomie Harris,
Mirko Trovato
Rosabell Laurenti Sellers
Toby Sebastian
Ksenia Rappoport
nominated tfor an Oscar as Best Actress for her
leading role in “Moonlight,” was a guest of Los
Angeles, Italia three years ago. Sexy and sophisticated,
the actress has been in many successful movies, including
“Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest,” “ Pirates
of the Caribbean: At World’s End” and “Miami Vice” for
director Michael Mann. In the ‘007’ films “Skyfall” and
“Spectre” she portrayed Miss Moneypenny, a strong and
independent woman who holds her own against Daniel
Craig and overturns all the conceptions of Fleming’s female
A YOUNG TALENTED
characters.
FILMMAKER

Marianna Di Martino

Pierfrancesco Favino

Eleonora and Veronica Gaggero

Valentina Bellè, one of the
most promising young Italian
actresses, is finally entering
the international spotlight. After attending New
York’s Lee Strasberg Theatre & Film Institute, she
worked in a number of TV productions and became
widely known to the general public. She was Lucrezia, Lorenzo’s mother in the international production
“I Medici”; A messed-up rich girl in Claudio Amendola’s “La promessa”; Fulvia, the frivolous love
interest of the leading character in Tavianis’ “Una
questione privata” and as an irresistible siren in search of her unfaithful triton in the fantasy TV series
“Sirene,” directed by Davide Marengo and written
by Ivan Cotroneo.
Bellé will soon be featured on the small screen in
“Principe libero,” a biopic dedicated to Fabrizio De
Andrè, one of the most popular Italian songwriters of
the Seventies. She will star as his partner Dori Ghezzi.

Emanuela Postacchini

Chiara Baschetti

A TRITON IN THE GULF OF NAPLES

michele

morrone

Morrone, was born in the province of Milan
26 years ago. He started out at the age of 21
in the TV series “Come un delfino” alongside
Raoul Bova, and he went on to star in other
TV hits like “Squadra antimafia,” “Che Dio Ci
Aiuti,” and “Provaci ancora Prof!”
In 2016 he took part in the acclaimed TV
talent show “Ballando con le stelle,” (the
Italian version of “Dancing with the Stars) but
he became extremely popular playing the role
of the sexy triton in “Sirene,” the TV series directed by Davide
Marengo. This role has earned him national acclaim.

Madalina Ghenea

Ria Antoniou and Federico Rossi

Leo Howard, Francesco Cinquemani and Gale Harold

jonas

Diana Del Bufalo

carpignano
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Mario
Rivelli

WHO HAS BEEN NOTICED
BY SCORSESE

Maria Sole Tognazzi

Marco Pontecorvo

Valeria Solarino

Enrico Iannaccone

Marco Simon Puccioni, Valeria Golino and Francesco Scianna
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marco

d’amore
from gomorrah
to david mamet

After saying farewell
to his TV character
The Immortal, the actor
has gone back to the big screen
and to his old passion: the stage

A

ruthless criminal with a thousand lives, hungry for power but full
of love for his children: this is Ciro Di Marzio aka the Immortal,
one of the leading characters of the TV series “Gomorrah,” portrayed
by Marco D’Amore, an actor full of temperament whose performance
has garnered international recognition.
Born in Caserta in 1982, D’Amore is characterized by an indelible love
for the Campania region, along with a passion for theatre and the ability
to be challenged, that let him grow and evolve as a performing artist.
D’Amore started acting on stage in his hometown with the Compagnia
Teatro Izzo when he was 15. Three years later he was cast by Teatri Uniti
for “Le avventure di Pinocchio” alongside Tony Servillo and directed
by Andrea Renzi. After earning his diploma at the Academy of Drama
Paolo Grassi in Milan, he and Francesco Ghiaccio founded the theatre and
film company La Piccola Società, through which, over the years, he produced,
directed and performed in various plays and two short movies: “Gabiano con
una sola B” and “Voci bianche.”
After becoming extremely popular thanks to the TV series “Gomorrah,” the world
of motion pictures has offered him more and more interesting roles. From the
ambiguous and hellbound Corbino in “Perez,” directed by Edoardo De Angelis,
to the brave character of Luca who fights for justice after his father has become ill
with cancer because of asbestos, in Francesco Ghiaccio’s “Un posto sicuro.”
D’Amore has been a showman and a dancer in “Roberto Bolle – Danza con me,”
and he has appeared on stage in the play he directed and acted in: “American
Buffalo,” which was written by David Mamet.

Marco D’Amore and
Salvatore Esposito

Marco D’Amore, Roberto Bolle and Sting

A RASTA DRUG ADDICT IS THE LEADING CHARACTER
IN COSIMO GOMEZ’ “UGLY, NASTY PEOPLE”
Four marginalized friends try to earn their fortune with a heist that could change their
lives.  Papero has no legs, his wife Ballerina has no arms, Merda is a rasta and a drug addict and Plissé is a quick-tempered dwarf. But this odd-ball band of criminals does not feel
the least hindered by their physical challenges and are determined to act unanimously
to make their dream come true. However, after the heist things go awry because none of
them wants to share the ill-gotten money with one another.
After working for 20 years as a set designer for such film luminaries as Olmi, Benigni and
Tornatore, Gomez makes his directorial debut (together with Luca Infascelli who wrote
the movie and Luca Barbareschi who produced it) with “Ugly, Nasty People,” a black comedy with grotesque nuances and true suspense.

Cosimo Gomez
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CINDERELLA
THE
CAT
AN ANIMATED MIRACLE

THOUSAND FACES

aples is once again enjoying its old-time splendor, since the glory
days of the 90’s, when such visionary Neapolitan filmmakers as
Mario Martone, Pappi Corsicato, Antonio Capuano, Antonietta De
Lillo and Stefano Incerti emerged and brought the beauty and strength
of their hometown into the national spotlight.
It’s a city filled with beauty, intelligence and colors as well as with
hidden corners that lead to dark and mysterious labyrinthine alleys.
The Gulf of Naples has always attracted and generated artistic creations which shed light on a land also beleaguered with contradictions
and iniquities. Today, Italian cinema is once again feeling the urge to
explore Naples, with its violent lights and its deep black holes. And the
city condescendingly poses with pleasure and passion for these auteurs who love it and want to exploit it to its fullest.
Recently Naples has been featured in many different artistic forms:
It has been a stage for the Manetti Brothers’s ‘neo-melodic’ noir
“Ammore e malavita,” an irresistible combination of drama and
musical; the dreamy landscape for “Cinderella the Cat,” an animated
feature film by Alessandro Rak, Ivan Cappiello, Marino Guarnieri
and Dario Sansone who brought Giambattista Basile’s fairy tale and
Roberto De Simone’s play to the big screen; a battlefield where crime
and religion confront each other in Vincenzo Marra’s heartfelt movie
“L’equilibrio”; the city of sun and playful optimism in “Caccia al
tesoro” by the Vanzina Brothers; a cryptic and seductive city in Ferzan
Ozpetek’s “Napoli Velata”; or a daring frontier city coping with the
concept of inclusion in Leonardo Di Costanzo’s “L’intrusa.”
But there’s more on the way – Naples is going to be the set for
Antonietta De Lillo’s “Il Signor Rotpeper,” Bruno Oliviero’s “Nato
a Casal di Principe,” Matteo Garrone’s “Dogman,” and the TV
productions “Gomorrah” and “Sirene”.
These projects are part of a phenomenon that could be defined as
a Neapolitan Renaissance. Reason being that there are many new,
young Neapolitan filmmakers who, despite their differences, find
common ground in a town which is able to offer endless opportunities for expression, research and change.

Cinema, literature
and music fill the corners
of this wonderful city which
attracts well-deserved attention
on a global level

Vincenzo Marra

Antonietta Di Lillo

INTERNATIONAL PRODUCTIONS
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I

t took the creativity and the courage of four talented Italian directors
(40-year old Alessandro Rak who joined forces with animators Ivan
Cappiello, Marino Guarnieri and Claudio Sansone) to show a captivating,
dystopic and ghost-like Naples in “Cinderella the Cat,” an animation ‘jewel’ centered on the timeless fight between Good and Evil, between those
who strive to improve a city filled with torments and dreams versus those
who mercilessly exploit it for illegal purposes.
Based on the 1634 text by Giambattista Basile, and set in the
contemporary Neapolitan micro cosmos, “Cinderella the Cat” is
an enthralling animated feature through which Naples becomes
the metaphor of a double-faced world featuring lights and shadows, grace and violence, revelations and mysteries, rises and
falls, told with modern sensitivities, painting-resembling images, the power of a precious language and the energy of passionate songs from the Neapolitan tradition.
The movie’s characters are voiced by Massimiliano Gallo, Maria
Pia Calzone, Alessandro Gassman, Mariano Rigillo and Renato
Carpentieri. The music is composed by Enzo Gragnaniello, I Virtuosi di San Martino, Guappecartò, Ilaria Graziano and Francesco
Forni, Francesco Di Bella, Daniele Sepe, I Foja.

alessandro siani

Carlo and Enrico Vanzina

A NATURAL LOCATION FOR

An ancient and beloved fairytale
becomes the foundation for a new,
brilliant Italian art form

Leonardo
Di Costanzo

EVERYONE’S FINE

A big family is trapped
on an island after a coastal storm. The family
members – siblings,
grandchildren, children
in law and cousins – are
forced to live together
and cope with their past filled with repressed feelings, deeply rooted jealousy, fears, and secret passions.
Gabriele Muccino has chosen Ischia, the Green Island in
the Gulf of Naples, to film his new movie: “A casa tutti
bene,” starring Stefania Sandrelli, Stefano Accorsi, Pierfrancesco Favino, Massimo Ghini, Sandra Milo, Sabrina
Impacciatore, Giampaolo Morelli, Carolina Crescentini and
Giulia Michelini.
Ferzan Ozpetek

Gianni Amelio

Bruno Oliviero

Mauro Lucchetti and
Carolina Terzi

Massimiliano Gallo, Maria Pia Calzone and Alessandro Gassmann

muccino’s

Every day Naples is an open-air
set that hosts TV commercials
and series, arthouse movies and
big international motion pictures.
Recently, Piazza Plebiscito was the
location for “Mary Magdalene,” a
movie portraying one of the most
enigmatic and misunderstood spiritual characters in history. Rooney
Mara plays Magdalene, a young
woman in search of redemption,
forced to defy her contemporaries to follow Jesus (Joaquin
Phoenix), to try and find herself over the course of a journey
that will lead her to Jerusalem. Another new International
production that was shot in Naples is “The Happy Prince,”
the untold story of the last days in the tragic times of Oscar
Wilde. It premiered at the recent Sundance Film Festival,
and stars Rupert Everett, who also wrote the screenplay
and directed the film.

Alessandro Rak, Dario Sansone,
Ivan Cappiello and Marino Guarnieri

Renato Carpentieri

mario
martone’s
1900
In 1914 Italy is
about to join the
Great War. A
group of Northern-European
intellectuals and
a revolutionary
young clique
have found that
Capri is the ideal
place to pursue
their life style and cultivate their love for the arts. But they
will have to come to terms with the island’s strong identity
as depicted by Lucia (Marianna Fontana), a beautiful goatherd. “Capri-Batterie,” the new movie by Mario Martone,
chronicles the encounter between Lucia, the revolutionary
group and the young village doctor.
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AN ITALIAN FEATURE

DOCUMENTARY
RECOUNTS THE SHOAH

AN EVIL OF THE WORLD THROUGH THE EYES OF A CHILD

S

ami Modiano is one of the few survivors of
the Birkenau camp. Modiano was exiled from
Rodi when he was only thirteen. His parents
were killed, and he was left an orphan. The film
tells of his deportation, his journey, first on a
ship, then on a train, of his arrival at the “death
camp,” of his separation from his sister and their
later encounter through a barbed wire barrier.
He tells about his father’s decision to let himself
die and describes how he managed to survive the
death march. Now over 80, Modiano wonders why
he survived the horror and reveals how his telling
his story is the answer to the question bothering
him since 1945.
Modiano’s experience was recorded by journalist,
filmmaker and Italian politician Walter Veltroni
in his touching “All Before Your Eyes,” a
documentary feature that aired simultaneously on
various TV channels on the 80th anniversary of the
Italian decree of the racial laws against the Jews.
His story is told in the present because he still sees
the horrendous events he witnessed. He re-lives the
horror every time he tells about his experience. His
eyes become teary and his words choke in his throat,
especially when talking about his beloved sister Lucia,
a beautiful girl with flowing red hair who was killed in
Auschwitz.
Veltroni’s one-hour docu-feature is filled with
emotions, fears and hopes that touch our soul. There
is no need for pictures that show the Shoah’s horror.
Modiano is able to evoke it with his strong words

Sami Modiano and Walter Veltroni

through which we become immersed in the
atrocious reality of the red-bricked buildings
of the concentration camps. And there is
no need, either, for elaborate directorial
strategies. A camera is sufficient to capture
the intense pain that he experienced when he
was only 13 years old, an experience that he is
eager to convey so that no one will ever forget
what happened.

ROME, THE MULTI-ETHNIC CITY

AS PERSONIFIED BY THE PIAZZA VITTORIO
Piazza Vittorio is the biggest square in Rome. Both it and the adjacent districts of the Esquiline stand out for the multiethnic make up of their residents. Here, in fact, we find a range of ethnic groups from nearby and far
away – Romans, Asians, North Africans and Indians who make the square
and the adjoining neighborhood a lively place but at the same time one
that is not easy to manage. Precisely because of its unique and colorful
nature, many artists and other figures with ties to the world of cinema,
like Matteo Garrone and Willem Dafoe, have chosen to make it their home.
Among them is the iconic director Abel Ferrara, who has decided to portray
this world from his own independent and poetic point of view, putting himself physically on the line in the production of the film. Out of this has come
a surreal and neorealist picture of a day in the square’s life, with interviews
with illegal and legal immigrants, tramps, artists, proprietors of businesses
and politicians who give their personal accounts of the place. Ferrara’s film,
“Piazza Vittorio,” is the portrait not just of a square, but of an Italy that is
changing and that is trying at all costs to go down the road of integration,
often underestimating the side effects.
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new
ITALIAN
TV
SERIES
ARE CONQUERING
THE SONG PRINCE
the global market
HBO to Adapt Elena Ferrante’s ‘My
Brilliant Friend’ as a Dramatic Vehicle

NICOLAS
WINDING
REFN

SHOWRUNNER OF

I

talian dramatic television series are winning over
international markets, as they delve into a variety
of genres to tell universal stories with global appeal.
Despite their local settings, for example Naples for
“Gomorrah “and Rome for “Suburra,” their storylines
are understood and appreciated everywhere. And even
though their characters speak Italian, or Italian dialects,
they are able to convey universal messages.
Following Paolo Sorrentino’s extremely successful TV
Saverio Costanzo
series “The Young Pope,” soon to begin its second season,
another eagerly anticipated 2018 Italian TV series in is Elena Ferrante’s “The
Neapolitan Novels,” based on a literary phenomenon that has also enchanted the
American publishing industry. The four books – also written by Ferrante – have
been reviewed and praised by US critics who have recognized their style, stories
and characters. Another intriguing factor is the mystery which envelopes the
author – Elena Ferrante is a pseudonym that conceals the writer’s true identity.
The Financial Times included Ferrante in the list of 2015 ‘s “Women of the
Year,” alongside the U.S. Federal Reserve chief Janet Yellen, former First Lady
Michelle Obama and another Italian star, Astronaut Samantha Cristoforetti.
In a rare interview with Ferrante, the Paris Review, one of the most prestigious
literary magazines in the world, included the Italian author in the exclusive
The Art of Fiction section. Prior to her, only four other Italians, all men, had
been covered by the illustrious magazine – Italo Calvino, Primo Levi, Alberto
Moravia and Umberto Eco.
Ferrante is becoming extremely popular and the TV series generated by her
novels will undoubtedly increase her fame beyond national borders. Helmed
by Saverio Costanzo, the first season of “The Neapolitan Novels” will soon
begin airing. It is produced by Wildside and Fandango for Rai and HBO.
Composed of four volumes that total almost 1700 pages, “The Neapolitan
Novels” follow a fraught and defining friendship between two women, Elena
and Lila. Beginning shortly after World War II and spanning about 60 years,
the books chronicle their diverging yet tangled lives as they face the poverty
and violence of their neighborhood, give in to erotic longing, and discover dark
truths about the men who run their country. At every phase, Elena’s identity
is shaped and warped by her idea of Lila. The ambitious TV project, which has
already been pre-sold in many countries of the world, will unfold during a fourseason story arc; The 32 fifty-minute-long episodes will cover the four books
conceived by the mysterious yet extremely popular writer.
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BIOPIC ABOUT
THE LEGENDARY
ITALIAN MUSIC ICON
FABRIZIO DE ANDRE’
TO OPEN THE ANNUAL
TV SERIES SHOWCASE
IN CALIFORNIA

ACCORDING TO APT,

THE ITALIAN ASSOCIATION
OF TV PRODUCERS, OUR BIG
AND SMALL SCREEN PRODUCT
ARE INTERNATIONAL MARKET LEADERS

“Gheddafi”

ROBERTO
SAVIANO
WRITES

A TV SERIES ABOUT
THE LYBIAN DICTATOR

back home

THE BOSS HUNT

THE RETURN OF
Giancarlo Leone,
president APT

I

n 2018 the second season of the saga exploring the Medici dynasty in
Florence during the Renaissance will air. The new season of the series
created by Franz Spotnitz (“X Files”) and Nicholas Meyer (“Star Trek”)
for Rai, is set in 1470, 20 years after the events told in the first season
which were acclaimed thanks to the incredible historic setting skillfully
combining truth and fiction, and with the participation of stars like Dustin
Hoffman and Richard Madden.
The second season will feature newcomers Bradley James (“Homeland”),
Sean Bean (who portrayed Ned Stark in “Game of Thrones”), Julian Sands
and the Italian Raoul Bova (playing Pope Sixtus IV) along with Alessandra
Mastronardi, who recently appeared in “Master of None.”

“The government’s new decree sponsored
by Minister of Culture Dario Franceschini, has
focused in no small order particular on Italian
audiovisual independent producers, thus
fostering general growth in the sector,” said
APT President Giancarlo Leone, as he spoke
about the new regulation approved by the
Italian Cabinet, that modifies programming
and investment quotas in Italian and European works. “A joint effort,” he added, “will
enable Italian TV and Film productions to be
more prevalent in the international market.”
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I’M BACK...
paola cortellesi
&
antonio albanese
A RECORD-BREAKING
BOX OFFICE DUO

the prize

LUCA MINIERO AND alessandro
MASSIMO POPOLIZIO gassmann
DESCRIBE HOW FORGETFUL
OUR WORLD CAN BE

O

ver the course of its long and well-established tradition, the
Italian-style of comedy has launched a number of unusual but
spot-on performing duos who have portrayed the contradictions and
characteristics of the Italians over the decades. Today, Paola Cortellesi
and Antonio Albanese, a new pair of skilled and talented comedians
try their hands at describing our confused and unruly contemporary
time. Both are extremely successful actors who had always worked
solo, but who after joining forces in Riccardo Milani’s “Like A Cat on A
Highway” have attained a place of honor at the Italian box office.
With liveliness and humor, Cortellesi and Albanese are able to
understand even the most sensitive and delicate topics like social
inequalities and integration, always looking into these Italian
issues with honesty and objectiveness, knowing that by establishing
dialogue among different backgrounds it is possible to bring about
social change.
With “Benvenuto Presidente!”, which marked his directorial debut,
Riccardo Milani has explored and modernized the various forms of
“Italian-style comedy.”
Following his explosive “Mamma o papà?” which stars the comic
duo, Milani’s “Like A Cat on A Highway” appears to be his most
accomplished movie thanks to his careful observation of reality
and his interest for pitting social classes against each other. This
movie has certainly been enriched by the brilliant contribution of
two outstanding actors like Cortellesi, who plays a rough woman
with a heart of gold, and Albanese, who navigates between shyness
and arrogance as he tries to come to terms with a woman who could
become his daughter’s mother in law.

FOUR
SIBLINGS,
A FATHER
AND
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THE
FAMILY
HOUSE’

SET OUT
ON A
JOURNEY TO
REMEMBER
HIS DAD
VITTORIO

Luca Miniero, Massimo Popolizio and Frank Matano

E

Riccardo Milani,
Paola Cortellesi and
Antonio Albanese

LIKE A CAT ON A HIGHWAY
dir. Riccardo Milani – 98’

Giovanni (Antonio Albanese) is a
cultivated intellectual who supports
social inclusion. However, he lives far
away from the marginalized reality
he is professionally committed to. In
fact, he divides his time between his
beautiful apartment in the center of
Rome and a sophisticated beach in
Capalbio, leading the typical life of a
Roman left-wing intellectual.
Monica (Paola Cortellesi), a red-haired ex cashier full of tattoos comes
from the outskirts of the big city, an area with no
rules where she struggles to survive.
Monica and Giovanni are two worlds apart but they
come together when their respective children fall in love
with each other. Despite their plan to separate the two
lovers, something will unexpectedly get in their way.

Claudio Amendola

Sonia Bergamasco

ighty years after his death, Benito Mussolini is back in the
streets of Rome. The war is over and so many things have
changed… but, have they?
One day an ambitious filmmaker mistakes Mussolini for a
comedian and offers him to become the star of a documentary
feature about today’s Italy. But the situation gets out of hand
and Mussolini becomes both a TV star and a social media
phenomenon. Once again being able to get hold of the strongest
weapons of our time.
Directed by Luca Miniero and starring Massimo Popolizio,
Frank Matano and Stefania Rocca, “I’m Back” is a comedy
nurturing thoughts about a country that seems unaware of its
past. Only at the end of the movie are the racial laws and the
death of millions of Jews conjured up by the grandmother of the
young filmmaker’s girlfriend who, in fact is the only one who
knows that the man before her is not a comedian but a ruthless
dictator.

The Vegetable

dir. Gennaro Nunziante – 90’
Young Fabio must cope with a difficult father and a
spoiled sister, both of whom consider him useless, and
compare him to a vegetable. The unlucky son has a
chance to react to his family’s disdain and to his demanding employers when an unexpected turn of event
changes everything and offers him a precious opportunity. Among hilarious and paradoxical situations,
Fabio will reinvent himself and his life.

Rolando Ravello

Anne Ritte Ciccone

Simone Riccioni

THE JACKAL
FROM THE WEB
TO THE BIG SCREEN

This bizarre science fiction comedy populated by alien space ships
with amazing special effects, explores, with an irreverent and surreal look, the difficulties encountered by young people who look for a
job and chase their dreams, trying
to let their abilities emerge.
Produced by Cattleya and Rai Cinema, “Adios Freakin’ Monster from Venus” marks
the big screen debut of
The Jackal, the Neapolitan group of young people who have become a
media phenomenon with
such social initiatives as
“Gay ingenui,” “Lost in
Google” and “Gli effetti
The Jackal
di Gomorra sulla gente.”
The numbers are powerful: The Jackal counts 1.7
million fans on Facebook, 460,000 YouTube followers and
over 200 web productions, plus Branded Content campaigns for clients and agencies. The group is comprised of comedians, actors, authors, influencers and owns a production company that has become a national market leader.
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Being

tiziano

ferro

From the town of Latina to the global
stage: his road to pop-music stardom

F

rom an Italian province to the International stage, Tiziano Ferro is
an incredibly talented artist who successfully performs a number
of diverse musical genres, from soul to R&B, from hip hop to pop,
conveying a sense of strength and fragility at the same time. His
personal feelings become intertwined with the public’s emotions. He
has sold millions of albums in 44 countries, singing in four different
languages, accumulating prestigious honors including multiple
World Music Awards and MTV European Music Awards, and
becoming a household name in many parts of the globe.
Ferro’s career was launched in Latina, a provincial town not far from
Rome, where he began singing live in local clubs, trying to find the
right connections, personally delivering his videos to record labels,
recording in studio with the money he was able to save, trying not to
exceed the restrictions of time and budget.
His initial breakthrough came in 2001 with the song “Xdono.” That
turned his life into a fairy tale – the song rapidly climbed the Italian
charts and his touching style won the hearts of millions of Italians,
suddenly turning him into one of the most successful songwriters
of Italian pop music. Over time Tiziano Ferro overcame his shyness
and was more and more able to reveal himself to the audience
through his beautiful songs as he delved into the territories of soul,
r&b and hip hop, writing intense lyrics sustained by strong rhythm
and electronic sound. However, romantic ballads became his forte, as
they have scored the events of countless love affairs. His genre is new
to Italy. It results from different styles and Ferro loves defining it as
“e-music,” the music of the new techno-generation, in which typical
American soul music is woven with his stylish Italian vocals.
Ferro has performed duets with some of the most prominent Italian
and International artists including Mina, Laura Pausini, Ivano
Fossati, Kelly Rowland, Fiorella Mannoia, Franco Battiato, Biagio
Antonacci, Luca Carboni, Jamelia, Mary J. Blige, John Legend and
Carmen Consoli. He was the only Italian artist to be selected for
the album “Forever Cool,” an homage to Dean Martin, alongside
Robbie Williams and Joss Stone amongst others, in which he sings
the famous “Arrivederci Roma” as a virtual duet with Martin.

Tiziano Ferro and Laura Pausini

Tiziano Ferro with Carmen Consoli and Mary J. Blige

ON TV WITH

roberto bolle

TO WELCOME THE NEW YEAR, 2018
When two top performers get together the results can only be special and unique. This is what happened when the internationally renowned dancer joined Tiziano Ferro to give life to the breathtaking
show “Danza con me.” While Ferro sang one of his latest hits “Il mestiere della vita,” Roberto Bolle interpreted the song through dance.
The enthralling and exciting performance was seen by millions of
TV viewers who were stunned by the talent of the two artists who
have become legends not only in their native Italy, but also beyond
its borders.

Tiziano Ferro and Roberto Bolle
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A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE
FAR BEYOND ACCOMMODATION
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e is a provocative rebel with a gift for composing
the most moving songs ever and 40 years after
his debut, genius-like Vasco Rossi is still able to fill a
stadium with fans of all ages.
Vasco Rossi is one of the first real Italian rockers, who
introduced a “rock’n’roll way of life” in the Italian
music scenario. His concerts have always been flooded
with fans of all ages, who are in awe of his powerful
talent and personality as he is able to touch their hearts
with groundbreaking songs conveying feelings of
freedom, transgression, and the ability of generating
dreams.
Born in Zocca, a small town in the northern Italian
region of Emilia Romagna, Vasco Rossi has become an
undisputed Italian icon. From his first unconventional
melodies of the late Seventies to the heartfelt rock
songs of the Eighties, he continues to delight audiences
with unforgettable music pieces that have established
his legendary status in Italian pop music.
Over the past 30 years he has been writing ironic and
biting rock songs, whose immediate and meaningful
lyrics have been able to bring vast crowds together
regardless of age and background. According to the
prominent Italian daily paper Il Corriere della Sera:
“Divided Italy finds common ground with Vasco
Rossi.”
Vasco Rossi is an artist whose sincerity and spontaneity
are the essence of his music. He can win over people’s
hearts and penetrate their intimate feelings thanks
to his honest and intense songs inspired by his life,
with an easy approach towards young people who are
captured by his informal style and language. His songs
speak about a life characterized not only by extreme
experiences and transgressions, but also by loneliness
and disappointment. Every state of mind is described
with vivid and intense rhymes.
Now, at 65, he still gives his best in a live show, never
losing his capacity to dominate huge crowds, and
generate the enviable empathy that has always been
one of the key factors of his immense popularity.

AN EPIC SHOW ON THE BIG SCREEN

MODENA PARK 2017

xas

Vasco Rossi’s 2017 epic concert will
soon land on the big screens. His
fans will be able to relive the legendary concert that took place on July
1, 2017 in Modena, and which was attended by hundreds of thousands of
fans who poured into the arena from
every part of Europe to celebrate the
rocker’s incredible 40-year career. 100
technicians, 27 cameras, 35 editing lines, 500 video messages, along with
220,000 spectators, who danced, sang
along and cried with emotion, after weeks spent in anticipation
of an historic event that will stay with them forever.
“Vasco Modena Park,” the documentary which chronicles the legendary show, was created by Giuseppedomingo Romano, aka
Pepsy Romanoff, for the big screen and includes never before
seen footage of the rocker’s performances and comments, with
two hours full of energetic rock.
It features Vasco as a modern ‘Caronte’ leading his fans into his
life and career, once again bringing everyone together, but this
time on the big screen!
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fashion

GLOBES IN BLACK AND THE WINNER IS…

italian
Stars show their support
for victims of inequality
and sexual assault by wearing
elegant black outfits designed
by such Italian fashion icons
as Armani, Gucci, Valentino,
Prada, Versace, Cucinelli
and Zegna

Dakota Johnson in Gucci

W

hen the awards season starts heating up, the red carpet
becomes an exciting showcase for movie and music stars
along with international show business players. At a time when
Hollywood begins to bestow honors on the world’s top artists,
attendees at gala events also aspire to be noticed for their
sophisticated looks, and to become “kings” or “queens” of
elegance, a title which is welcomed as much as a prize. A spoton outfit, a daringly sumptuous dress and original accessories
contribute to heightening their images at a global level. Not to
mention the importance that their attire holds for fashion stylists,
because when celebrities glide over the red carpet extraordinary
visibility is also given to the maisons de haute couture.
In the wake of the Time’s Up initiative, this year’s
Golden Globes ceremony was attended by a multitude
of stars wearing black. The show’s attendees and
participants adhered to a strict black dress code to stand
in solidarity with those artists who have been the object
of rape and sexual harassment by powerful people in
the entertainment industry. The show was therefore
dedicated to the support and defense of equality,
especially among women who are often victims of
abuse.
Almost everyone accepted the invitation to wear black.
But without relinquishing their usual glamor they
were able to turn the evening into a classy and original
event.
Once again Italian fashion houses dominated the
scene with their high-end creations: Armani, Gucci,
Versace, Valentino, Prada, Brunello Cucinelli, Dolce
& Gabbana and Ermenegildo Zegna are some of the
renowned maisons that catered to the look of top
celebrities including Angelina Jolie, Margot Robbie,
Sarah Jessica Parker, Jessica Chastain, James
Franco, Dakota Johnson and Saorsie Ronan to name
a few.
Should we also bet that the Oscars are going to be
“all Italian” in terms of fashion?
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Mary J. Blige in Alberta Ferretti

Jessica Chastain in Armani

alessandra
MASTRONARDI
A YOUNG NEAPOLITAN WOMAN
ON HOLLYWOOD’S RED CARPET
She is remembered and adored for the
popular Italian TV series “I Cesaroni,” in
which she played the leading character
of Eva. Since then Alessandra Mastronardi, a 31-year-old Neapolitan actress,
has gone a long way: she landed in
Hollywood and appeared at the 75th
Golden Globes on January 7th where she
graced the red-carpet waving to fans and
photographers with her fresh beauty and
delicate expression that has enchanted
American audiences.
Mastronardi had always aspired to become an international personality. After
being cast for a major role in Woody
Allen’s “To Rome With Love,” she moved
to the UK making London her home.
Mastronardi has since appeared in
numerous Italian features and alongside
George Clooney in a highly impactful
Nespresso TV commercial.
She rose to prominence in the United
States with the TV series “Master of
None,” where she plays Francesca, a role
that earned her a Critics Choice Awards
nomination as Best Supporting Actress.

Margot Robbie in Gucci
with Bulgari jewelry

Saoirse Ronan in Versace

Freddie Highmore in Brunello Cucinelli

Lily James in Valentino

Milo Ventimiglia in Ermenegildo Zegna

Chris Pratt

Vince Vaughn
Victor Cruz

Gianluca Isaia

Will Smith
Angelina Jolie in Versace

Sarah Jessica Parker in Dolce & Gabbana

Katherine Langford in Prada
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renzo
piano‘s
Extraordinary Plans
Coming soon: The Academy Museum of Motion Pictures
created by the Italian Architect

T
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he Academy Museum of Motion Pictures is a future museum
in Los Angeles, currently under construction. Scheduled
to open in 2019 it will contain over 290,000 square feet of
state-of-the-art galleries, exhibition spaces, movie theaters,
educational areas, and special event spaces. It will be the world’s
premier museum devoted to exploring and curating the history
and future of the moving image. The Museum will curate and
present the work of Oscar winners and nominees, as well as
the legions of global artists who make movies. It will provide
interactive, immersive, and engaging exhibitions that will pull
back the curtain on moviemaking and highlight the history and
future of the arts and sciences of film.
Designed by Pritzker Prize-winning Italian architect Renzo
Piano, it will be located next to the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art (LACMA) campus in the landmarked Wilshire
May Company building. Renzo Piano’s design will revitalize
the historic Wilshire May Company building, weave it back
into the fabric of the city, and create a coherent arts campus
that seamlessly connects with LACMA. Their design for the
Academy Museum fully restores the historical Wilshire and
Fairfax street-front facades and includes a soaring spherical
addition at the northern end of the original building. Designed
to represent the marriage of art and technology, the
addition will house the Museum’s state-of-the-art
premiere-sized theater as well as a spectacular roof
terrace with expansive views of the city.
According to Italian architect: “The design for
the museum will finally enable this wonderful
building to be animated and contribute to the
city after sitting underutilized for so long. I am
very inspired by the Academy’s mission, and the
idea of the arts and sciences working together to
create films. Our design will preserve the Wilshire
May Company building’s historic public profile
while simultaneously signaling that the building is
taking on a new life—a life that celebrates both the
industry and art form that this city created and gave
to the world”.

Dawn Hudson, Renzo Piano and Kathleen Kennedy
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Meeting

MARIA PIA

CALZONE

From Marco Ponti to Ferzan Ozpetek,
from Carlo Verdone to the animated feature
“Cinderella the Cat.” After becoming
successful in her role in “Gomorrah,”
the actress is rapidly rising to stardom

H

er characters are marked with determination and
graced with sweetness. Even her toughest roles feature a
vulnerable side and a veil of melancholy.
Yet, there was a time when Maria Pia Calzone wanted to
abandon her career and devote herself to her son and family.
But eventually she was able to find a way to express her talent.
She came up through the ranks and appeared in a number of
TV projects, before landing her breakthrough role in 1988’s
“Chiari di luna” directed by Lello Arena.
In 2002 she worked in America, in the science fiction thriller
“Equilibrium,” where she plays the wife of Christian Bale.
However, her first leading role was in “Mater Natura,” where she
portrays a beautiful transsexual who is eager to change his life for
love. Her other major professional turning point was in the role of
Donna Imma Savastano, which was embraced by the mainstream
Italian viewers who followed the TV series “Gomorrah,” inspired
by Roberto Saviano’s novel of the same name.
Although her character appears only in the series’ first season,
Calzone has become extremely popular and her career has
skyrocketed. Marco Ponti signed her to star opposite Michele
Placido, Laura Chiatti and Riccardo Scamarcio in the comedy
“Io che amo solo te” and in its sequel “La cena di Natale.” Ferzan
Ozpetek gave her the role of a streetwise detective in the mystery

“Napoli velata” and Carlo Verdone cast her as a sweet nurse in
“Benedetta follia”.
Calzone has recently also voiced the diabolical Angelica
Carannante in “Cinderella the Cat,” the amazing animated
feature film inspired by the Giambattista Basile fairy tale
written in the 17th century and revived by Roberto De Simone
for the stage. She welcomed the new challenge of conveying through her voice - the human qualities of a character who is
regarded as pure evil.

FORTUNATO
CERLINO
TO STAR AS EMPEROR VESPASIAN
IN BRITANNIA

Will the Neapolitan actor Fortunato Cerlino be able to shed his
persona as the crime kingpin Pietro Savastano from the hit TV
series “Gomorrah” in a new program with a very different role?
He will play the Roman Emperor Vespasian in “Britannia,” Sky’s
ambitious production boasting an international cast including
Kelly Reilly (the lead in “True Detective” and “Sherlock Holmes”)
and David Morrissey (known for the cult TV series “The Walking
Dead”).
“Britannia’ is a drama set in 43AD as the Roman Imperial Army
- determined and terrified in equal measure - returns to crush
the Celtic heart of Britannia - a mysterious land ruled by warrior
women and powerful druids who can channel the powerful forces
of the underworld. Or so they say.
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LET’S
MEET
IN
Paradise
The Green Island is getting ready for the most exciting entertainment event of next summer:
www.ischiaglobal.com

The 16th edition of Ischia Global Film & Music Fest which will run from July 15 to 22, 2018

T

ogether with the rest of the Carriero family
I am looking forward to welcoming the artists, the media representatives and the special
guests who will participate in this eagerly awaited summer event. This festival is a wonderful
challenge which encourages us to do our best,
aware as we are that its success is not only linked to its breathtaking and sophisticated location, but also and especially to the participation
of versatile artists from all over the world, who
come together to create beauty and wonder,
strengthen cultural bonds, promote artistic
projects and surprise the audience with their
talents. Thus, the festival becomes a creative
laboratory joining together different countries, races, genres, generations and skills. Year
after year, the Ischia Global Fest has continued
to seduce its audiences. Antonio Banderas
declared his love for the Gulf of Naples after
he was taken by the stunning landscapes of
Ischia and won over by the warmth of the
island’s residents. Francis Ford Coppola,
Sting, Oliver Stone, Baz Luhrmann, Cheryl
Boone Isaacs, Helen Mirren, Jeremy Irons,
Paolo Sorrentino, Andrea Bocelli, Dionne
Warwick, Channing Tatum, Alicia Vikander,
Nicholas Cage, Jessica Chastain, Christoph
Waltz, Hillary Swank, Burt Bacharach, Michael
Fassbender, Alfonso Cuaron, Alejandro G.
Inarritu, Vanessa Redgrave, Dennis Hopper,
Monica Bellucci, Abel Ferrara are but a few of
the most affectionate friends of the festival,
who have enjoyed the most pleasant and relaxing stay at the Regina Isabella Hotel and on
the Green Island.
For the festival’s next edition, Ischia Global
will deploy its best resources, working on all
fronts, offering select movie premieres, welcoming exclusive guests, paying tribute to show
business luminaries and encouraging creative
synergies. Cinema will once again be its main
source of inspiration in providing exciting
stories, in-depth linguistic exploration and a
unique window onto real-life.
Thanks to the Festival and the island’s ex-

ceptional welcoming capacity, Ischia Global
has become the crown jewel of the Campania
Region and Italy, and I wish to thank both the
residents of Ischia and the many guests who
annually welcome our invitation. All of them
help us to fly high and honor the memory of
Angelo Rizzoli and the glorious season of Italian cinema. Their enthusiasm and affection
are a testament to our success.
GIANCARLO CARRIERO
President of the Accademia Internazionale Arte Ischia

region campania
Rosario Dawson

Giancarlo Carriero and Francis Ford Coppola

Trudie Styler and Sting

President Vincenzo De Luca and Cheryl Boone Isaacs

Riccardo Scmarcio and Jeremy Irons

Diane Kruger

Jeremy Renner

Alejandro Inarritu

Baz Luhrman and
Vanessa Hudgens

Carlo Gabriel Nero, Vanessa Redgrave and Joely Richardson Naomi Watts and Liev Schreiber

Zucchero and Dionne Warwick

Selena Gomez

Jessica Chastain and Chiwetel Ejiofor

Jean Paul Gaultier

Lily Collins

Tim Robbins
Tom Hooper
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Michael Fassbender

Alicia Vikander and Nathalie Emmanuel

Alfonso Cuaron

Julio Iglesias
Jack Huston and Gary Dourdan

Matteo Garrone

Antonio Banderas and Armand Assante

Valeria Bruni Tedeschi

Hilary Swank

Channing Tatum

Sofia Vergara

Claire Danes and Matt Dillon

John Savage

Laura Dern

Burt Bacharach and Harry Belafonte 83

AN
EXCITING
RENDEZVOUS
OF INTERNATIONAL arsIN THE WINTER SEASON
St

www.caprihollywood.com

The Isle of Capri stands out as
a cultural and entrepreneurial
gem in the Campania region

A

n enchanting moon lit up the Red Carpet graced by the numerous celebrities who every year, between Christmas and
New Year’s Day, meet on the beautiful Mediterranean island to
attend Capri, Hollywood – The International Film Festival, the
traditional winter event that has become an annual rendezvous for
film and music VIPs, largely contributing to relaunch the South of
Italy in the winter season.
The 2017 edition did not miss to offer a first-class program composed of Italian and American films, that may differ in scope but
share a passionate approach, talented filmmakers and performers
who captivate the audience with vivid and interesting stories.
Enzo Gragnaniello was the acclaimed star of a gala night at Anacapri’s Cinema Paradiso. The well-known Neapolitan songwriter
delighted the audience singing “L’erba cattiva” from the celebrated animated Italian movie “Cinderella the Cat,” directed by
Alessandro Rak, and was presented with the Italian Music Score
Award. The movie won the Best Animated Feature Award which
was accepted by producer Carolina Terzi, accompanied by one
of the film’s directors, Marino Guarnieri, and Ciro Priello, who
voiced one of the ugly sisters.
Other awards went to Massimiliano Gallo (Capri Art Award,)
Toby Sebastian (Capri Breakout
Actor Award), director Cosimo
Gomez and Alex De La Iglesia, the
author of the acclaimed Spanish
version of Genovese’s “Perfect
Strangers,” the Italian movie that
will soon generate an American
remake.
Italian set decorator Alessandra
Querzola, who worked on “Blade
Runner 2049,” was featured as one
of the promising new talents who
were catapulted into the Academy’s

Bille August

Carly Paoli and Stephen Frears

spotlight, and she was honored in Capri by Alessandro Bertolazzi, who won the
Oscar as Best Makeup Artist
for “Suicide Squad.”
Capri, Hollywood is also a
place for illustrious comebacks and lucky breaks. We
all remember our friend Me- Arabella and Tony Lorusso Petruzzi
lissa Leo who took part in the
2010 edition of the festival
with David O. Russell’s “The Fighter” and was rocketed to international stardom winning the Academy Award as Best Supporting Actress. Leo is now the leading character of “Novitiate,”
a religious drama where she once again delivers an impressive
performance.
Another star who was invited to the festival was Michele Morrone,
aka “Triton,” star of the successful TV series “Mermaids”; He
was chased by cheering fans when he appeared in Capri’s garden
facing onto the breathtaking Faraglioni.
Anacapri’s Casa Rossa hosted a tribute to the iconic violet-eyed
film star Elizabeth Taylor, with a display of photographs narrating
the life, career and philanthropic commitment of this extraordinary performer, an icon of beauty and an emblem of Hollywood’s
golden era. Liz was an eager fan of Capri and one of the protagonists of the island’s Dolce Vita.

Alex De La Iglesia
Leonardo Cecchi, Helen Mirren, Taylor Hackford

Jim Sheridan and Mena Suvari

Clementino and
Enzo Avitabile

Maria Grazia
Cucinotta
Ken Loach and Matthew Modine

Joseph Fiennes
Pawel Pawlikowski
Noa and Francis Yeoh

Mariah Carey
Harvey Keitel, Gillo Pontecorvo and F. Murray Abraham
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Luciano Pavarotti

Idris Elba

Elsa Zylberstein

Toni Servillo

Matthias Schoenaerts and Jennifer Jason Leigh
Shekhar Kapur

Hayden Panettiere

Sandy Powell e Gianni Quaranta

Lee Daniels

Andrea Purgatori, Franco Nero and Cary Fukunaga
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Behind
a great movie
there is always
an author
protecting
his own ideas
DR EAM
& FILM
WITH US
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EXTRAORDINARY
ITALIAN
TASTE
Master Chefs
the year of

and food share
many common traits
which make them so famous
and appreciated especially
by celebrities

niko sinisgalli’s
vision

ALESSANDRO
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ven before high profile TV chefs became de rigeur, food had always played an
important role on the silver screen. Movies and food are a perfect marriage
-- at times food is the key element of a story, other times it just helps create an
atmosphere, stir emotions or cause laughter.
Hollywood stars are not indifferent to the evocative and social power of good food.
It is well known that many of them have developed an interest in the restaurant
business, blending a new hobby with a potentially profitable investment. In 1991
Sylvester Stallone, Bruce Willis, Demi Moore and Arnold Schwarzenegger opened
a chain of restaurants called “Planet Hollywood.” And in 1995, a group of ultrafamous top models including Claudia Schiffer, Naomi Campbell, Elle MacPherson
and Christy Thurlington launched the “Fashion Café”. Many celebrities who have
become involved to some degree in the culinary industry – Robert De Niro, Sandra Bullock,
Ryan Gosling, Justin Timberlake and Robert
Redford, to name a few, have all invested in
new temples of fine cuisine, boasting excellent
menus and refined locations, while other stars,
such as Sophia Loren, Gwyneth Paltrow, Alicia
Silverstone, and Matthew McConaughey, a
Best Actor Oscar-winner, have written successful cook books. Indeed, Italy and good food
are interwoven.
We are famous all over the world for our culinary taste. Our pizzerias and Italian restaurants
have popped up all over the world, and our
chefs are true artists. For example, Fulvio
Francesco D’Agostino Antonello Colonna
Pierangelini offers exquisite and refined cuisine
at Rome’s Hotel de Russie and has been named
by Le Figaro as “the best cook in the world”; Francolino Lembo at Capri’s Villa Verde is
able to cater to such International jet setters as singer Mariah Carey and actress Kim Cattral
with his typical Mediterranean cuisine. Other successful chefs include Pasquale Palamaro
who works for the new open air restaurant at Ischia’s Hotel Regina Isabella, and Johnny
Micalusi who has attracted many stars from the world
of music, sports, television and cinema, including
Woody Allen. His restaurant “Assunta Madre” is a
go-to place for many celebrities who come to Rome.
A winning formula has been launched by the brothers
Simone and Francesco Panella from “Antica Pesa,”
a well-established trattoria located in Trastevere, the
very heart of Rome. Its Brooklyn branch has become
extremely popular among film and music stars like
Madonna, The Rolling Stones, Leonardo Di Caprio
and Richard Gere.
Italy’s foreign visitors always show true appreciation
for our cuisine which represents a fundamental part of
our country’s heritage.
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Francolino Lembo with Barbra Streisand,
Villa Verde - Capri

Massimo Riccioli and Anna Dente - Roma

Gerard Depardieu and Niko Sinisgalli

Pasquale Palamaro, Indaco
at Regina Isabella - Ischia

Ciro Calise, Hotel Miramare
e Castello - Ischia

arnold ma
dines in ro

Morgan Freeman with Giuliano Micalusi and Franco
Bloisi at Assunta Madre - Roma

Francesco Panella with Alejandro González Iñárritu at
Antica Pesa - Roma

Ben Stiller and Gino Sorbillo

2018 THE YEAR

OF ITALIAN FOOD

Italy enjoys a unique cuisine that is celebrated and sought-after all over the world. In the wake of
its global appreciation, the Minister of Agriculture, Food and Forest Preservation Maurizio Martina,
along with the Minister of Culture Dario Franceschini, have named 2018 the “Year of Italian Food.”
Gualtiero Marchesi
This is an opportunity to explore and promote Italian regional products, lands and their populace, as
well as to share experiences on social media. And last but not least, to enjoy great food.
The celebration is dedicated to Gualtiero Marchesi, the chef who changed the face of Italian cooking,
aims at promoting our tradition of food and wine that has garnered so many praises throughout the world: The
ancient art of the Neapolitan pizza maker and the healthy and tasty Mediterranean diet are now part of UNESCO
World Heritage, like Pantelleria’s unique grape bushes, the town of Parma and the grapevine landscapes of
Langhe-Roero and Monferrato in Piemonte. Over the year a number of key players in the food production chain –
farmers, breeders, fishers, cooks – will take part in events and festivals celebrating the Italian food culture, with a
particular emphasis on the fight against food waste and the promotion of historical rural landscapes.

Arnold Schwarzenegger and Massimo Pirola
at Taverna Trilussa - Roma

91

NO L.A., ITALIA, no party!

Screenings, performances, conferences and much more:
interesting people to attend the seven day extravaganza

D

uring the Awards season, Los Angeles is home to some of the most coveted
events in the world of cinema: top Hollywood stars attend the most glamorous parties, among which Vanity Fair’s historical gathering stands out for its
elegance and flair. However, almost every studio, glossy magazine and charitable
foundation eagerly hosts a party designed to welcome the glitzy world of the star
system. High-profile personalities gather at the astounding mansions of actors
and producers, including agents, studio executives, and music celebrities, the
latter giving life to unforgettable jam sessions and incredible improvised duets.
American producer Mark Canton, who is the honorary chair of Los Angeles, Italia
2016, Italian producer Marina Cicogna and entrepreneur Lady Monika Bacardi,
will welcome the Italian delegates at the TCL Chinese Theatre and will celebrate
their participation at the Italian Lounge – Trastevere, from February 21 to 28.
Other influential personalities will be in attendance: Actresses Jacqueline Bisset, Nastassja Kinski, Moran Atias, Eline Powell, Sofia Milos, Malin Akerman,
Sofia Milos, Madalina Ghenea, Lucila Sola, Alexandra Dinu, Chiara Francin, Liz
Solari, Lorenza Izzo, Vanessa Hessler, Nathalie Emmanuell, Emily Ratajkovski;
Actors Dominic Cooper, Leo Howard, Robert Davi, Danny Glover, Antonio Sabato,
Antonio Cupo, John Savage; TV celebrities Jimmy Kimmel, Elisabetta Canalis,
Clarissa Burt, Nina Senicar; Directors Ariel Vromen, Eli Roth, Joel Schumacher,
Kenny Ortega, Dito Montiel; Executives Harvey Weinstein, Ryan Kavanaugh, Avi
Lerner, Lawrence Bender, Alan Shapiro, Patrick Wachsberger, Rob
Friedman; Music legend Mike Stoller together with Corky Hale,
Nicole Slack Jones, Manda Mosher, and many
other global and Italian friends of the Capri in
the World Institute.
And last but not least: Colleen Camp, Emily
Goldween, Evin L. Haney, Lady Victoria Hervey,
Kelly Brook, Bleona, Eugenia Chernyshova,
Afef, Valentina Michetti, Roberta Sparta, Nadia
Lanfranconi, Romi Caruana, Romina Carrisi,
and many more.

Ciera Foster

Moran Atias and Simona Ventura
Raquel Bernal
Mamut
Heidi Jo Markel, Avi Lerner
and Sofia Milos

Norbert Relecker

Danny Glover

Laurel Barrack

Nicole Kempel and Antonio Banderas
Forest and Keisha Whitaker

Dragos Savulescu
and Angela Martini
Aaron Diaz and Lola Ponce

Darina Pavlova and Giulio Berruti

Camilla Morrone and Lucila Sola
Gina Gershon

Sebastian Harrison

Brian Perry and Elisabetta Canalis
Fisher Stevens

Francesca Harrison

Elisabetta Marra
Agostino Penna Malin Akerman

Karolina Kurkova
and Archie Drury Nina Senicar

Gianvito
Casadonte

Aida Yespica Taylor Russell

Rory Kennedy

Honoring
Emily Goldwind

Silvio Muraglia

Sabrina Zaretti
and Fernando Carillo

Avriel Vromen

Daniela
Chalbaud

Kelly Brook and Evan Heiney

richard harrison
Frazier

Alex Meneses

Antonella
Salvucci
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Lady Victoria Hervey

Ron

Emanuela
Titocchia

Tullio De Piscopo and Tony Esposito Debbie Castaneda

Luca
Guardabascio
Nia Vardalos

Carlo Tessier

Claudia Gerini

Walter Nudo

Luca Celada
Jake Cruz

Born in Salt Lake City, Utah, in 1935, Richard
Harrison made his film debut in the campy 1957 science fiction film “Kronos” Jeff
Morrow. Several more films followed, including “Battle Flame” with Scott Brady
and “Master of the World” with Vincent Price.
Although he was getting steady film work,
Harrison’s career wasn’t in the fast lane. So,
in 1961 he headed to Rome where he starred
in a string of sword and sandal films. Harrison
stuck with the sword and sandal genre until it
faded out in the mid 1960s. Unlike some of his
contemporaries, he easily made the transition
to other genres including spy films and spaghetti westerns. He was recently awarded a
star on the Palm Springs Walk of Stars.

Giorgia Pagliacci

Gioia Libardoni

Paula Thomas

Luca Riemma

Dito Montiel with wife Michelle

Andrea Damante and Giulia De Lellis
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FRIENDS club

join us on

S

ince 2006 Los Angeles, Italia has continued to bring numerous
Italian artists to Hollywood, where every year Los Angeles Italia
celebrates the art, fashion and cuisine of our country. The Festival
represents an irresistible lure for those who love the genius-like
creativity of the Italians. For its twelfth edition we are proud to
present a selection of images to celebrate the friends who helped
us grow and make this event highly successful.
However the friends of Los Angeles, Italia’s are also those who
join us on the web and the social networks, such as our Facebook
and Twitter followers, or those who log on to our official website:
www.losangelesitalia.com.
We are grateful for their warm support and we are pleased to
welcome them to join our festival’s 11th edition.

Paul Allen

Clive Davis, Dionne Warwick
and Neil Portnow

Riccardo Tozzi

Daniel Ezralow
Paul Feig

Aurelio and Jacqueline
De Laurentiis

Antimo Cesaro

Nicole Avant and
Ted Sanrandos

Diego Della Valle and Richard Gere

Colleen Camp

Sue Kroll

Kerry Kennedy

Luca Cordero di
Montezemolo

Alessandro Salem

Stefano Lucchini
Jason Weinberg

Veronica Berti

Mario Orfeo

Allen and Darian Shapiro

Patrick
Wachsberger

Jim Gianopulos

Gerardo Capozza
Alexandra Klim and
Mikael Gaenseessen Reinking
Matilde Bernabei

Carlo Rossella

Luca
Barbareschi

Giovanni Minoli

Raffaella and Andrea Leone
Mauro Crippa
Andrea Scrosati

Donald Kushner
Giorgio Restelli

Stanley Isaacs

Scott Feinberg

Clemente Mimun
Nicola Maccanico
Alwyn
Kushner

Laura Melis e Gianluigi Rizzo

Giovanni Altieri

Vincenzo Spadafora Daniele Taddei

Riccardo Monti

Alfonso Signorini

Francesco
Melzi D’Eril

Alan Siegel and
David Meister

iginio
straffUBi’

Bon Maron

Humberto Gatica and David Foster

Lorenzo Soria

Pietro Valsecchi and
Camilla Nesbit

David Belle

‘WINX CL
IS COMING TO THE
SILVER SCREEN
94Lawrence Bender

ElsaPataki

Bruno
Cesario

Mariah Carey and
Munhauar Hosain

Giulia Minoli and
Salvo Nastasi

Leslie and Jack Kavanaugh

Live Action Movie
Being Developed
By Rainbow Group

Sam Jason

Raffaele Di Martino

Mike Stoller and
Corky Hale
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exciting moments

New Italian movies that will soon leave their mark on the global film scene
golino’s “EUPHORIA”

TONI SERVILLO,
for paolo SORRENTINO

Riccardo Scamarcio and Valerio Mastandrea star as two
brothers who are respectively an entrepreneur and a
primary school teacher, and who are forced to reconnect
after a lengthy estrangement. “Euphoria” is a family story
that marks Valeria Golino’s directorial comeback after
her appreciated movie “Miele.” Isabella Ferrari also stars
Mastandrea’s wife.

The film revolves around one of the most controversial Italian entrepreneurs
and politicians – former Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, who will be played by Toni Servillo, the actor who is an endless source of inspiration for Paolo
Sorrentino, and whom once again will be directed by the Oscar winning director
in a new movie called “Loro.” The cast also includes Elena Sofia Ricci (starring
as Berlusconi’s beautiful and glacial wife, Mrs. Veronica Lario) and Riccardo
Scamarcio (portraying Gianpaolo Tarantini, the notorious ‘fixer’ from Apulia).

DE ANGELIS presents matteo garrone’s mastandrea IN
“IL VIZIO DELLA SPERANZA”

His movie “Indivisibili” was highly regarded by the critics and won numerous prestigious accolades – six David di Donatello Awards, two Nastri
d’Argento Awards, eight Ciak d’Oro Awards, one Globo d’Oro Award, three
honors at the Bari International Film Festival and four prizes at the Venice
Film Festival. Now Edoardo De Angelis brings to the screen a new film delving into the subject of revenge and reconciliation: “Il vizio della speranza”.

WITH “IL TRADITORE,”
BELLOCCHIO tells
THE STORY OF BUSCETTA
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The story of the repentant mafioso Masino Buscetta comes to the big screen.
Filmed in Brazil, Miami, Rome and Palermo, Marco Bellocchio delivers a new
movie whose working title is “Il traditore.” It revolves around a key Sicilia
mafioso who underwent a surgical operation to change his face and escape the
Corleone clan when he renounced their ‘Code of Silence’ and helped the police in the investigation of the murders of Falcone and Borsellino.

“CANARO”

“Dogman,” director Matteo Garrone’s new movie, tells the story
of the so-called ‘Canaro,’ the central character of one of the most
gruesome crimes in Italian history – a vicious murder that took
place in Rome in 1988 by dog coiffeur (hence the nickname
‘Canaro’) Pietro De Negri against a small time criminal named
Giancarlo Ricci. The leading character is played by Edoardo
Pesce, one of the most sought-after and talented actors of
Italian cinema. The cast also includes Claudia Cardinale, Nunzia
Schiano, Jordi Molla, Dafne Scoccia and Gianmarco Tognazzi.

borghi TO STAR AS REMO castellitto and ferilli
gianfranco
rosi
LOOKS AT THE MIDDLE EAST
in rovere‘s ‘primo re’ ARE “RICH WITH IMAGINATION”

Nocturne” is Gianfranco Rosi’s new movie that will be filmed in
the Middle East. It will let the audience become totally immersed, free from prejudice and stereotypes, in ancient places that
have recently been ravaged by war, false ideology and hatred.
Rosi won the Golden Lion Award at the 2013 Venice film Festival
with “Sacro GRA” and the Golden Bear at the Berlin Film Festival
in 2016 for “Fire at Sea,” the movie nominated last year for an
Oscar as Best Documentary Feature.

Two lonesome brothers find mutual strength in one another and
will defy the Gods’ will in an ancient and hostile world. From their
blood the city of Rome will be founded and will become the capital
of the largest and most magnificent empire in human history. After
the successful “Veloce come il vento,” filmmaker Matteo Rovere
has directed Alessandro Borghi and Alessio Apice in a story rich
with conflicts, bloodshed and love.

Francesco Miccichè’s “Ricchi di fantasia” tells the story of Sergio, a surveyor-turned-carpenter who works three days a week at a construction
site. A free-spirited and fanciful soul, he loves playing games on his colleagues so that they can laugh together and forget about their boring and
dead-end jobs. But the day comes when he will be the object of a prank:
They lead him to believe that he has won 3 million Euros!
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SHOWCASING SOME OF THE

SEASON’S MOST ACCLAIMED MOVIES
hotel gagarin
dir. Simone Spada – 96’

Five penniless Italians looking for their big break are
sent to shoot a film in Armenia. But when they arrive in
Armenia, a war breaks out and their crooked producer
vanishes along with the money. Whilst abandoned in the
hotel Gagarin, secluded in the woods and buried under
snow, they find an original and unexpected opportunity of
unforgettable happiness.

INVISIBLE BOY
SECOND GENERATION
dir. Gabriele Salvatores – 100’

Two years after its debut, the
Invisible Boy is back with the
second chapter of the saga, once
again directed by Oscar-winner
Gabriele Salvatores.
The young superhero Michele

is now 16 and is facing all the
troubles of his age. However,
it is hard to return to all of the
problems this age demands after having discovered you have
super powers.

the place
dir. Paolo Genovese – 105’

A mysterious man sits every day at the same table of the same restaurant,
accepting to grant his visitors’ biggest wishes and assigning them peculiar
tasks to accomplish in return. What will they be ready to do to get what they
want?

WHEN THE SHADOWS FALL

dir. Valentina Pedicini
– 104’
A nursing home for
the elderly is surrounded by an agreeable wood. This is the
only place that Anna,
born to a Jewish
family, remembers.
Anna is now a nurse.
The only company in her life is Hans, he works
as a gardener, digging ceaselessly in search of
something. The past returns in the form of an
old, sick, well-mannered woman named Gertrude. Within the Anna-Gertrude-Hans triangle, the
home loses its current outline and returns to
what it was: a cruel shelter for Jewish children
removed from their families, the temple of a
eugenics project spearheaded by Gertrude
herself. Anna resumes the search for what has
made her slave to that place. The only love in
her life, the primary guilt: Fransiska.

I’M (ENDLESS LIKE
THE SPACE)

TAINTED SOULS

dir. Matteo Botrugno and Daniele Coluccini – 105’

dir. Francesca Archibugi – 100’

Marcello married to
Chiara, has an affair with
Walter; Mauro a coldblooded dealer and his wife
Simona get involved in the
ambiguous business of hia
boss Carmine to move up to
the elegant circles of central
Rome that profit from the public funds for the disadvantaged;
Valeria her son Attilio, Flaminia and her husband Bruno face
the daily difficulties of their troubled lives.

Giorgio and Tito are father and
son – a successful journalist
and a lazy teenager apparently
impossible to understand.
Giorgio’s dream is to take Tito
to the Nasca Hill in Liguria,
but Tito prefers to spend the day with his group of friends, eating,
talking about nothing and playing video games. Suddenly one day, Tito
informs his father that he would join him in this trip. After a series of
accidents and misunderstandings, somehow, father and son will find a
way to communicate… or at least they will try.

THE START UP

BEYOND THE SUN

Almost every adolescent dreams of
inventing an app. And this is exactly
what Matteo, a teenager annoyed by
a sense of injustice, has the ability
to do. He creates a social platform
where people negotiate job offers. At the beginning no one
believes in his project, but Matteo never loses his faith, and,
in the end, he succeeds. At the age of 19 he suddenly receives
national praise and becomes rich and popular. His face
appears on the front pages of the most popular newspapers
and magazines and his ‘Start Up,’ which includes dozens of
thousands of subscribers, becomes appealing to the most
important companies. But success will soon take its toll.

“Beyond the Sun” is a
modern-day tale of hope, faith
and courage based on stories
from the Bible. Featuring an
awe-inspiring appearance by
His Holiness Pope Francis,
the film will be a children’s
adventure story where a group
of kids overcome obstacles
of the wilderness while
searching for God in the world
around them. This uplifting story
is intended to spiritually engage

dir. Alessandro D’Alatri – 97’
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COUCH POTATOEs

dir. Graciela Rodriguez Gilio and Charlie Mainardi – 90’

LET’S TALK
dir. Sergio Rubini – 101’

Fifty-year-old Vanni
is a well-known writer.
Linda, 30, is his
ghostwriter. They live
in an attic in Rome as
a perfect couple. Their
best friends Constance
and Alfredo, the so-called professor, a famous heart surgeon, are married.
They belong to the upper class and manage their marriage as an Ltd. One
evening, the professor and Constance burst into Vanni and Linda’s house.
Constance has found out that Alfredo has a lover. This is the beginning
of so many accusations also involving Vanni and Linda, and will bring
unexpected hostility to both the couples throughout the night.

RAINBOW (A PRIVATE AFFAIR)
dir. Paolo and Vittorio Taviani – 90’

and encourage audiences of all ages
to live their best life, make good
choices and help others.

dir. Anne-Riitta Ciccone – 112’
Jessica, a 17 years
old girl lives in a
strange world, a
place that could be
our world possibly
in the near future or
in an alternate dimension. The point is that,
whatever the nature of her world may be, her
problems are the very same ours.

BORN IN CASAL DI PRINCIPE

dir. Bruno Oliviero – 96’
Amedeo is a 20 yearsold who moved to
Rome from the South
of Italy to become
an actor. When his
younger brother gets
kidnapped by two
hooded men, Amedeo
returns to his village to
discover the truth.

STORIES OF LOVE THAT
CANNOT BELONG TO
THIS WORLD

dir. Francesca Comencini – 92’
Claudia and Flavio were
passionately in love for
a long time until their
fierce romance finally
comes to an end. They
find themselves as two lost souls at the age of
fifty. Flavio’s fury drives him to move on and
get back down to earth. Claudia, on the other
hand, is struggling to let go. When Flavio meets
Giorgia, it’s love at first sight.

Summer 1943, Piedmont, Italy. Milton
loves Fulvia who plays with his love: she
only likes the depth of his thought and
the letters he writes to her. One year later,
Milton has joined the Resistance and
fights beside other partisans. He learns
during a conversation that Fulvia was secretly in love with his best friend Giorgio,
a partisan like him. Milton decides to go
find Giorgio in the Langhe region of Italy
with all its misty hills. But Giorgio has just
been arrested by the Fascists.
Vittorio and Paolo Taviani
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SID’S BAR & LOUNGE NOW OPEN
SERVING BEER, WINE, AND COCKTAILS
RELAX IN THE LOUNGE OR TAKE YOUR DRINK INTO
THE THEATRE WITH YOU WHILE YOU WATCH A MOVIE

IT’S EVEN GREATER UP CLOSE.
When you come to shoot at Cinecittà you will encounter innovation, services and expertise.
• 25 acres of backlots
• Updated digital facilities for video and sound
• Exclusive and spectacular locations, like the illustrious permanent set of Ancient Rome,
for corporate or private events
• As of autumn 2018, the new Italian Museum of Audio-visual Arts and Cinema (MIAC)
• Two new 35,520 ft2 sound stages by the end of 2019
• Developing and printing lab re-opened
• As of autumn 2018 the videogame hub, a place for research,
training and business incubation
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19

years of
experience

$ 30m

in investments
ROME

www.cinecitta.com

stages totalling
201,985 ft2

