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For Allowing Us to Again
Grace Your Shores
Pascal Vicedomini
Founder and Producer of Los Angeles, Italia

DIREZIONE CREATIVA COORDINAMENTO IMMAGINE MEDIASET
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THE MOST SUCCESSFUL FREE TO AIR MOVIE
THEMATIC CHANNEL IN ITALY.
10 FILMS A DAY, OVER 3500 EVERY YEAR.
DRAMA AND COMEDY, ADVENTURE AND ROMANCE,
CRIME AND THRILLER, GREAT STORIES AND LITTLE TALES.
HOLLYWOOD CLASSICS AND BLOCKBUSTERS,
EUROPEAN MASTERPIECES, ACTION-PACKED ASIAN PICTURES.
COLLECTIONS, MARATHONS, IN HOUSE PRODUCED PROGRAMS
BASED ON FILM HISTORY, NEWS AND EVENTS.
THE MOST IMPORTANT FILM FESTIVALS IN THE WORLD, COVERED
BY EXPERT JOURNALISTS WITH A COMMON PASSION: CINEMA.

his year, Hollywood is celebrating the
legendary Ennio Morricone, a composer
who continues to inspire us with his emotion-stirring and unique talent. The iconic
Maestro will be receiving a well-deserved
star on Hollywood Boulevard’s Walk of Fame, supported by his friends and admirers
Harvey Weinstein and Quentin Tarantino.
Los Angeles, Italia is honoring Morricone
with a tribute to his most memorable film
music – underscoring the appreciation
that the US film industry and the International artistic community have for this
Italian genius whose unforgettable creations have conquered the world. And we
are also pleased that the Oscars, the night
of the Hollywood stars, will be graced by
such artists as Leonardo DiCaprio, Sylvester Stallone, Mark Ruffalo and Lady Gaga,
amongst others, whose Italian roots have
deeply influenced their art and lifestyle.
Over the past eleven years of intense and
enthusiastic work, the Los Angeles, Italia
Festival has given life to an elaborate circle
of friends and supporters, whose involvement has been fundamental to connect
our country to the US and the global enter-

tainment industry, and to create
a special relationship with the
President of the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, Cheryl Boone Isaacs. These
relationships are continually
intensifying and significantly contributing to re-launch
the Italian culture and beauty,
especially of the Campania region and the entire South of
Italy.
Italian talents, including upcoming as well as established
artists, are always welcomed in Hollywood
with warmth and respect. I wish to thank
the US artists and entrepreneurs for the
trust and consideration that they constantly show to our guests and initiatives. The
Capri in the World Institute and the 11th
edition of our festival not only celebrate
well known artists like Mario Martone,
Massimo Gaudioso, Paolo Genovese – to
mention a few – but also present young
Italian artists who are emerging in the
entertainment world to pursue their own
‘American Dream’.

Pascal Vicedomini

Hollywood is a close-knit
community, but also can and does acknowledge different artistic achievements, to
show their open-minded interest in new
filmic expressions, and to recognize new
artistic sparks.
I am hopeful that you have also been able
to find a good reason to love LA, Italia and
that you will continue to sustain it with the
same passion that we have developed when
we created it and grew it into the most prestigious Italian festival in America. I wish
to thank you all.

ITALIAN
GOVERNMENT
an EXCITING law
for the global
film industry
Dario Franceschini, Matteo Renzi, Bernardo Bertolucci,
Roberto Benigni, Giuseppe Tornatore and Paolo Sorrentino
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Maestro

honoring

ONCE UPON A TIME

THERE WERE

ennio

morricone

THE WESTERN MOVIES

themasterof
movie music

F

or over 50 years the scores he so masterfully created have adorned a great number of
motion pictures, adding in no small way to the immortal quality of some of the most
beautiful and best known films, which have become cornerstones of cinematic history.
Without a doubt he is the most popular and prolific composer of the 20th century, and
his deeply emotional music is capable of expressing the sounds of the human soul, whilst
underscoring human stories made of conflicts and hopes.
Morricone is the sheer incarnation of talent and most particularly of Italian creativity.
Nevertheless, his genius transcends any boundaries and nationalities; his music is the
unpredictable result of a multi-faceted personality, a versatile mind who has always
tried to live free from any schemes or constraints, skillfully blending tradition and
avant-garde and creative inspiration.
He has composed a countless number of concerts and sonatas, radio-dramas and pop
songs, sophisticated music alongside easy listening melodies, and over 500 film scores, 30 of which are western, the genre that – more than any other – is associated to his
name. Morricone has contributed his talent in every possible music field, leaving his
indelible trace everywhere. His numerous accolades include a Golden Lion, an Oscar®
for Lifetime Achievement, ten Nastri D’Argento, five BAFTA Awards, nine David di
Donatello Awards, four Golden Globes, one Grammy Award and one European Film
Award, as well as six Academy Award nominations. In 2009 Morricone was awarded
the rank of Chevalier of the Ordre National de la Légion D’Honneur (Knight in the
Order of the Legion of Honor). And that’s not all: The celebrated composer has also
received twenty-seven Golden Records, seven Platinum Records and three Golden
Plates. And his soundtrack for “The Good, The Bad and The Ugly” has been inducted
into the Grammy Hall of Fame.
Morricone’s career has been celebrated by his friendship with Sergio Leone, that
resulted in one of the most successful partnerships ever experienced in the world of
cinema. But he has also collaborated, with such prestigious filmmakers as Gillo Pontecorvo, Pier Paolo Pasolini, Bernardo Bertolucci, Elio Petri, Giuliano Montaldo, Lina
Wertmuller, Dario Argento, Giuseppe Tornatore, Brian De Palma, Roman Polanski,
Terrence Malick, Warren Beatty, Adrian Lyne, Oliver Stone, Pedro Almodovar, Quentin
Tarantino and Roland Joffè. For all of these artists he created scores that came alive,
becoming palpable characters that populate the movies, and reaching the peak of film
music composition because of their intensity, complexity and consistency with the
stories told in these films.
Morricone’s unique career – which today still includes an intense series of ongoing
concerts – boasts an extraordinary, complex and multi-layered body of work. His
compositions evoke hidden feelings, irreconcilable moments, a powerful epic, and give
voice to the secret voices of our souls, unquestionably contributing to the success of the
movies they were created for, and definitely winning the test of time.
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he iconic “Western movies” depicted tough times populated by inscrutable, solitary and ruthless
men, thirsty for action, blood and money. In the wild
West, the land of fire which marked the American
epic history, a man’s life was hanging by a thread. One
needed to be quick with weapons, to be able to survive.
Childhood friends Sergio Leone and Ennio Morricone
were able to narrate the Far West on the big screen, like
no one had ever done before. “A Fistful Of Dollars”
(1964), “For A Few Dollars More” (1965), “The Good,
The Bad And The Ugly” (1966), “Once Upon A Time In
The West” (1968), “A Fistful Of Dynamite” (1971) are
the amazing chapters of an epic narration, where the
awareness of pain and the acceptance of destiny dominate the representation of violence. This is a symbolic
West whose imaginary heroes are extremely real, and
where music and images come together to convey the
memory of a nation on the verge of modern times,
where the approaching railway evokes the essence of
the impending 20th century.
Ennio Morricone narrates the touching parting
from that world with his extraordinary and nostalgic music where pure human voices perfectly
mingle with the instruments.
It is certainly no coincidence that a Lifetime
Achievement Oscar® was presented to the Maestro – in 200 – by none other than Clint Eastwood,
the unforgettable gunman of the declining West.

ITALY’S PRIME MINISTER RENZI DECLARED:
“MORRICONE IS A NATIONAL TREASURE”
“Maestro Morricone is truly a national treasure. Italy is proud
of him.” This is what Italian Premier Matteo Renzi ‘tweeted’
about the Golden Globe won by the Italian composer for “The
Hateful Eight”. Renzi also congratulated Morricone on the
phone. And Dario Franceschini, the Italian Minister of Cultural
Heritage, wrote: “Morricone is a giant who contributed to the
greatness of Italy, of music and of Italian cinema in the world.”

Sergio Leone and Ennio Morricone

“MORRICONE IS LIKE MOZART”

TAKE TARANTINO’S WORD FOR IT!
Quentin Tarantino’s love for Ennio Morricone’s talent
is deeply rooted. At 8 years old the filmmaker was
mesmerized when he first listened to the score composed by Morricone for the acclaimed western trilogy directed by Sergio Leone. Since then, the “Pulp
fiction” director has always collected Morricone’s
records, hoping - one day - to be able to collaborate with him. After a number of quotes, tributes and
the lost chance of working together on “Inglorious
Bastards”, their two worlds have finally met.
The right opportunity was Tarantino’s “The Hateful
Height”, for which Morricone’s original score has
been nominated for an Academy Award, and which
recently won a Golden Globe. When Tarantino accepted the Globe on behalf of the great musician, he
declared: “As far I am concerned, he is my favorite
composer – and when I say ‘favorite composer,’ I
don’t mean ‘movie composer,’ I’m talking about
Mozart … Beethoven … Schubert”.
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obama mattarella
PRAISE THE LONG-TIME friendship

BETWEEN US AND ITALY

“O

ur close transatlantic collaboration has
always allowed us to face new challenges
and defeat the enemies of peace and human
rights,” declared Sergio Mattarella, President
of the Italian Republic, during his official visit
to the US in February, after meeting with his US
counterpart, Barack Obama. Mattarella thanked
the US President for the “wonderful welcome”
he received at the White House, and praised the
“solid 70-year old friendship between the two
countries”.
Between Washington and Rome “the bonds
couldn’t be tighter as the two countries enjoy
an extraordinary collaboration on a vast range
Sergio Mattarella and Barack Obama
of world issues,” said Mr. Obama during the
leaders’ joint press conference which followed
their talks on International stability and
security, the fight against ISIS in Syria and Iraq, the migration
Ground Zero, and to Texas, with a
phenomenon which is affecting the Mediterranean area, the
stop-over at Houston’s NASA Center.
role played by Italy in Libya and the US-EU agreement signed to President Sergio Mattarella officially invited Obama to Italy
prevent new financial crises.
for a visit which – depending on the US President’s prior
Mattarella then went to New York, where he visited ONU and
commitments – will hopefully take place soon.

PRIME MINISTER MATTEO RENZI HIGHLIGHTS

roma 2024

“The Olympic spirit is very important, Rome is a very strong candidate and our aim is to win,” said Italian
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi as he
shook hands with IOC leader Thomas Bach. The Prime Minister was
in the company of such luminaries
of the Rome 2024 bid Committee
as President Luca di Montezemolo,
Vice President Luca Pancalli, Coordinator General Diana Bianchedi,
Fiona May in charge of athlete
relations, CONI President Giovanni Malagò and Secretary General
Roberto Fabbricini.
“This is the right moment for Rome. An event like the Olympics is a great opportunity. Our plans are
ready and the government is working closely with CONI because sport is a fundamental part of Italian
culture and an important source of investment,” he continued.
“We are pleased about the government’s commitment,” said the CONI President Malagò. “Italy has
an incredible sporting tradition”, added Rome 2024 Bid President Luca di Montezemolo. “Think of
people like Giulio Onesti, President of the Olympic Committee, who in 1960 was able to host the first
modern Olympic Games in Rome. We all know that this competition has a long way to go. The Bid
Committee is working hard, with great unity of purpose and with the help and support of everyone”.
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the international honorary board
An incredible group of loyal friends and supporters
The Honorary Board 2016

Dario Franceschini - Minister of Culture and Cultural Heritage
Paolo Gentiloni - Minister of Foreign Affairs
Federica Guidi - Minister of Economic Development
Claudio Bisogniero - Italian Ambassador in USA
Vincenzo De Luca - President Regione Campania
Cheryl Boone Isaacs - President AMPAS
Neil Portnow - President NARAS
Antonio Verde - Consul General of Italy in Los Angeles
Riccardo Maria Monti - President Ice
Luigi Abete, Honorary - President Cinecittà Studios
Luca Cordero di Montezemolo - President Alitalia
Riccardo Tozzi - President Anica

John Kerry and Paolo Gentiloni

LEADERSHIP 2016
Honorary Chairman
Mark Canton

Chairman

Bobby Moresco

Honorary President • Tony Renis
President
Andrea Iervolino

Co-Chairs

Marina Cicogna • Lady Monika Bacardi •
Siedah Garrett • Martha De Laurentiis •
Avi Lerner • Fulvio Lucisano • Franco Nero •
Gianni Nunnari • Neil Portnow •
Darina Pavlova • Steven Zaillian

Founder and Producer • Pascal Vicedomini

Vincenzo De Luca and Cheryl Boone Isaacs (Ischia 2015)
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Al Pacino
Dario Argento
Bille August
Antonio Avati, CEO DueA
FIlm
Angelo Barbagallo,
President Upa
Harold Becker
Marco Bellocchio
Lawrence Bender, Bender
Brown Productions
Bernardo Bertolucci
Jacqueline Bisset
Jacob Bloom
Andrea Bocelli
Stefano Bollani
Bono Vox
Roberto Cicutto, President
and CEO Luce Cinecittà Spa
Lee Daniels
Elizabeth Monk Daley, Dean
of USC School of Cinematic
Arts
Akexandre Desplat
Paolo Del Brocco, CEO Rai
Cinema
Diego Della Valle, President
and CEO Tod’s Group
Francesco De Gregori
Christian De Sica
Roberto Faenza
Dante Ferretti and Francesca
Lo Schiavo
Peter Fonda
David Foster
Diane Von Fustemberg
Humberto Gatica
Jim Gianopulos, Co-Chair and
CEO Fox Film Entertainment
Jack Gilardi
Terry Gilliam
Luca Guadagnino
Anjelica Huston
Gianluca Isaia
Samuel and LaTanya Jackson
Ryan Kavanaugh
Ken Kleinberg
Shaul Kuba - Principal CIM
Group
Donald Kushner, TLC Chinese
Theatre
Taylor Hackford
Paul Haggis
Naomie Harris
Alejandro Gonzales Inarritu
Jimmy Iovine
Kerry Kennedy - President
RFK Center
Jimmy Kimmel
John Landis
Avi Lerner, CEO Nu Image
Melissa Leo
Fulvio Lucisano
Joe Mantegna
Citto Maselli
Arnon Milchan

Federica Guidi

Liza Minnelli
Helen Mirren
Elettra Morini
Ennio Morricone
Rick Nicita
Kenny Ortega
Michele Placido
Massimo Ranieri
Richard and Tony Ressler,
Principals CIM Group
Carlo Rossella, President
Medusa
Vasco Rossi
Mickey Rourke
David O. Russell
Alessandro Salem, Chief of
Contents Mediaset
Gabriele Salvatores
Ted Sarandos, Chief of
Contents Netflix
Pietro Scalia
Joel Schumacher
Avi Shemesh, Principal CIM
Group
Anthony Shriver Kennedy President Best Buddy
Sting
Sylvester Stallone
Fisher Stevens
Trudie Styler
Mike Stoller
Oliver Stone
Quentin Tarantino
Jeremy Thomas, Chairman
Recorded Picture Co.
Giuseppe Tornatore
Riccardo Tozzi, President
Anica
Pietro Valsecchi, President
TaoDue
Paula Wagner
Christoph Waltz
Jason Weinberg - Principal
Untitled Entertainment
Harvey Weinstein - CEO The
Weinstein Company
Lina Wertmuller
Forest Whitaker
Zucchero

the strength
of continuity

Thanks to the Minister of Culture
and Tourism Dario Franceschini
and the leaders of Italian cinema

L

os Angeles, Italia’s 11th edition – like its predecessors
– will be supported by the Italian Ministry for
Cultural Heritage and Activities, thus guaranteeing
a high quality and interesting schedule as well as
the participation of international personalities who
contribute to the success of this well-established
and renowned event. Los Angeles, Italia attracted the
attention and support of the Ministry’s Cinema Directors
General, whose positive approach has helped promote
Italian cinema and its talents in the heart of the global
film industry.
Since its premiere edition the festival has been growing
exponentially, earning the appreciation of many Los
Angeles-based institutions and cultural associations.
This goal has been reached thanks to the participation
of numerous members of the entertainment community
who believe in Italian cinema and appreciate its echo
around the world. These friends of the festival acknowledge
the fundamental role played by our country in global
entertainment.

Dario Franceschini, Italian Minister
of Culture and Tourism and wife Michela Di Biase

Nicola Borrelli, director cinema,
department of the Ministry of Culture

A NEW OSCAR-WORTHY LAW IS SET to

EMPOWER ITALIAN CINEMA
Bernardo Bertolucci, Giuseppe Tornatore, Roberto Benigni and Paolo Sorrentino are
the four Oscar-winning film directors who met with Italian Premier Matteo Renzi and
the Minister of Culture Dario Franceschini to discuss the new regulations designed to
strengthen Italian cinema and audiovisual industry, which will now benefit from a 60
percent increase in public funding. This new legislation paved the way for the Italian
government to acknowledge the key role played by the Italian film industry, which
has always spread our culture both nationwide and to the rest of the world. The
new law calls for the establishment of an independent fund designed to support the
industry with a yearly allocation of € 400 million. The goal is to help new talents,
debut films, small movie theatres, and will support the construction and renovation
of cinema venues, strengthening tax credits and guaranteeing clearer and more efficient procedures regarding investments and film scheduling. The state censorship
has been lifted and replaced by the new Entertainment Code which provides new
rules for the whole sector, including theatre, ballet, and touring performances.

Carlo Fontana, presidente Agis

Riccardo Tozzi, presidente Anica

Stefano Rulli, presidente Centro
Spermentale di Cinematografia

Roberto Cicutto, amministratore delegato
Luce Cinecittà
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THERE’S A BANK THAT
STILL REMEMBERS WHO
IT WORKS FOR.
We are proud to sponsor the Los Angeles, Italia - Film, Fashion and Art Fest.
At Bank of the West we like to start banking relationships by listening to our customers. Taking the time to know
you and your needs helps us recommend personal banking, business banking and wealth management services
that may be right for you. Please visit us at a local branch or bankofthewest.com for more information.

Member FDIC.
Equal Housing Lender.
© 2016 Bank of the West.

The Italian Trade Agency (ICE) is the public body entrusted
with promoting trade, business opportunities and industrial
cooperation between Italian and foreign companies, enhancing
economic and commercial relationships abroad, marketing
Italian goods and services internationally. It further promotes the
“Made in Italy” image around the world, and Italy itself as a
destination for foreign investments.
With headquarters in Rome, Italian Trade Agency (ICE)
guarantees global support to Italian companies through its
network of 79 branch offices worldwide.
The audiovisual office of the Italian Trade Agency (ICE) is
engaged in:
promoting the internationalization of the Italian audiovisual
industry and is committed to growing the value of Italian film
exports, supporting the presence of Italian films and TV
products at festivals and markets such as Cannes
International Film Festival, Berlin International Film Festival,
Toronto International Film Festival, MipTv and Mipcom
among others;

For more information
about promotional
activities of Italian
Trade Agency (ICE) in
promoting audiovisual
sector, contact the
following offices:
Rome
ICE-AGENZIA
Tel. 06-59927890
Fax. 06-92912094
audiovisivo@ice.it
Los Angeles
ICE- Italian Trade Agency
tel. +1 323 8790950
fax +1 310 2038335
losangeles@ice.it
Berlin
ICE-Italian Trade Agency
tel. +49 30 8844030
fax +49 30 88440310
berlino@ice.it
Toronto
ICE- Italian Trade Agency
tel. + 1 416 5981555
fax +1416 5981610
toronto@ice.it

supporting the Italian Film Commissions in attracting film and
TV inward investment, and in promoting Italy as a film making
destination, and the Italian technical industries as partner of
choice;
fostering co-production projects by helping to connect Italian
film makers (producers, writers, directors) with international
counterparts;
helping Italian film and Tv festivals to grow internationally by
inviting to Italy buyers, producers, broadcasters,
commissioning editors and other foreign representatives of
the audiovisual sector.
Italian Trade Agency (ICE) works for the promotion of the
Italian audiovisual industry in close connection with ANICA
(National Association of Italian cinematographic, audiovisual and
multimedia industry), Istituto Luce-Cinecittà , APT (Association
of Italian TV producers), Doc/It (Association of Italian
Documentary Producers), and with the Italian Film
Commissions.
Through its engagement in the internationalization of the Italian
audiovisual sector, Italian Trade Agency (ICE) also promotes
worldwide the “Made in Italy” image and the Italian life-stlye,
indirectly contributing to the development of other important
Italian production sectors (tourism, food, fashion, furniture,
culture).
More recently Italian Trade Agency (ICE) has open up its
activity to the promotion of the Italian videogame industry in
cooperation with AESVI (Italian Games Industry Association)
considering videogames as a new form of artistic expression in
itself as well as another possible passage in the exploitation of a
film rights.

promoting ITALIANstyle
Bringing Italian Commerce to the US
Riccardo Maria Monti
Presidente, Agenzia – Ice • Chairman, Italian Trade Commission

S

ince its foundation the LA, Italia Fest celebrates Italian
cinema in the heart of the American film industry, just
a few days before the Academy Awards and in the same
spectacular location.
But this year’s edition of the LA, Italia Fest has a very special
mission and the Italian Trade Agency (ITA) is proud to be its
partner: honoring Ennio Morricone. A celebration of the
most influential and successful film composer of our time,
and moreover, one of the most internationally recognized
Italian masters.
Morricone represents Italian artistic excellence. Through his
prosperous career he has spread the Italian creative culture
abroad, especially here in Hollywood, where he worked for
over forty years and now, thanks to the LA, Italia Fest and
with the support of ITA, he has been awarded a star on the
prestigious Hollywood Walk of Fame.
The first time I addressed the topic of the film industry
as President of the Italian Trade Commission was in
Cannes, in 2011: I was truly convinced that the awareness
and the importance of our country could be magnified not
only by the trade/investment of our goods, services and
technologies, but also by the resonance that “Made in Italy”
as a whole could receive by the distribution of Italian movies
abroad.
Since then, we at the Italian Trade Agency have started to promote,
along with our offices around the world, the audiovisual industry
as a trade sector that, as in any other sector, needs customers,
buyers, distributors, investors and investments. Thus, the
Italian Film Commission project became actively involved in
multitasking actions in order to:
- Promote Italian films throughout the US by way of their
festivals;
- Inform the US majors about the great advantage that the
“Italian Film Tax Credit Law” along with national and regional
funds represent in terms of attraction of foreign investments;
- Foster the distribution of Italian films in more than 20 States,
35 cities and 100 theatres with the 3rd edition of “Cinema Made
in Italy” - a specific project promoted by Ministry of Economic
Development, Ministry of Cultural Affairs, ANICA, Luce
Cinecittà and the Italian Trade Agency;
- Support the official entry for Italy at the Academy
Awards with a PR and Marketing campaign;
- Open the US market to Italian TV producers,
participating at the annual edition;
- Increase the incoming of US producers to Italian
film festivals and markets.
In order to perform these tasks at their best we need
partners and platforms: this is the fifth time we have
worked together, in a communion of intents and
objectives, with LA, Italia Fest and the renowned events
of the Ischia Global Fest and Capri, Hollywood.
I wish all the best for the 11th edition of LA, Italia Fest
and I extend my sincerest congratulations to Pascal
Vicedomini, Founder and Producer of the event.

Riccardo Monti, Ettore Riello, Carlo Calenda and Giorgio Squinzi

supporting
excellence
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ITALY’S FAVORITE
FILMMAKERS

Harvey and Bob Weinstein
& Quentin Tarantino
Take Moviegoers
on an Exciting
Filmic Adventure

Q

uentin Tarantino is one of the most studied and
celebrated US directors of the past 20 years. After
winning the Palm d’Or in Cannes and two Oscars for Best
Screenplay (“Pulp Fiction” and “Django Unchained”),
the filmmaker of Italian descent is now hailed as a moviemaking rock star – an irreverent genius able to turn all of
his films into real events pursued by every genre of media.Since
debuting in 1992 with “Reservoir dogs,” through “Inglorious Basterds” to his
latest, “The Hateful Eight,” Tarantino has been able to build a fascinating and
original universe nourished with quotes, tributes, parodies and
manipulative exploits. His films are what Cinema is made of, with
every element, including plot, style, images and sounds, resulting in
sheer entertainment. He draws inspiration from mass culture and
cultivates a real obsession for the movies, creating films which feed
on the typical imagery of the 20th century as well as on the various
symbols of pop culture, which include a number of movie genres,
TV series, cartoons, comics and rock music. His work philosophy
is based on playing unscrupulously with his talent, even risking
burning his fingers.
His films form an original patchwork populated by killers, drug lords,
cowboys, bandits, soldiers, boxers, hostesses, cops and femmes
fatales who seem to belong to the hard-boiled movie worlds of James
Cain’s and Dashiell Hammett, or to Elmore Leonard’s evocative pulp
fiction; all of them are the elements of an instinctive, hot-tempered
and explosive narration. His characters are forever imprinted in
our collective memory for their dark humor, their visionary and
bizarre dialogues, their star crossed destinies, harsh and bleak as
asphalt. In his latest film, “The Hateful Eight”, the characters are trapped
in a solitary and cruel western, and populate a thriller which does not
follow any cliché of the genre, a sadist and nihilist crime movie destined
to receive controversial reactions. Jennifer Jason Leigh stands out in the
role of a fierce and passionate adventurer, and after winning the 2016
Capri, Hollywood Award she is now running for an Academy Award as Best
Supporting Actress.
However, Tarantino’s dreams would have not come true without the
support of Bob and Harvey Weinstein, the Hollywood producers who
have believed in him and supported his work, always letting his creativity
run wild. The Weinstein brothers have long been recognized by winning
many of the industry’s most prestigious awards. This year the Weinstein
Company will be vying for a number of Oscars for filmmaker Todd
Haynes’ “Carol,” a sophisticated melodrama about the forbidden love
between two women that is set against the prudish middle class ambience
of the Fifties. The film has received six nominations: Best Actress,
Cate Blanchett; Best Supporting Actress, Rooney Mara; Best Adapted
Screenplay, Best Costume Design, Best Cinematography and Best
Original Score.
Phyllis Nagy

Harwey Weinstein and Quentin Tarantino

Samuel L. Jackson, Jennifer Jason Leigh and Kurt Russell
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AN HISTORIC PAST

A VERY BRIGHT FUTURE

Antonio Verde

Consul General of Italy in Los Angeles

O

n the occasion of the 11th edition of Los Angeles, Italia
Film, Fashion and Art Fest , I would like to express my great
appreciation to the Capri in the World Institute for reaching a new
important milestone. This Festival is surrounded by a crescendo of
enthusiasm and appeals to Los Angeles’ Italian film aficionados that
look forward to this yearly event showcasing the best of Italian cinema
and performing arts.
This is going to be another special edition for LAIFF, the festival
created to celebrate the Italian genius in the world, since the Festival
is going to highlight the phenomenal talent of Ennio Morricone. The
“Maestro” was recently acclaimed in Hollywood winning a Golden
Globe and receiving an Oscar nomination for the beautiful and
awe-inspiring musical score of Tarantino’s “The Hateful Eight”. I
am thrilled that the Maestro will be with us in the US to participate
in his induction into the renowned Hollywood Walk of Fame, where a new
star with his name will soon shine brightly. Ennio Morricone is one of
the most beloved composers of film scores in the world, appreciated for
his extraordinary and powerful music style, which is highly evocative and
emotionally charged.
With the extraordinary partnership of the Italian Association of Cinema and
Audiovisual Industry (ANICA), the Festival will have an even greater impact
thanks to their support in making this year’s edition a truly amazing event.
In attending LAIFF 2016, you will have the opportunity to partake of an
extensive overview of contemporary Italian Cinema’s many souls and enjoy
world premieres, revisit the creations of one of cinema’s contemporary
Masters such as Mario Martone, meet new talented artists from the world
of Italian entertainment, and see some of the best shorts produced this past
year. In addition to the various screenings, I invite you to take part also in
all the many other events that make LAIFF a great experience.
I commend the Capri in the World Institute and LAIFF producer, Pascal
Vicedomini, for bringing year after year Italian performing arts to Los
Angeles, attracting every year growing audiences.
Comedy, drama, short movies, world-premieres and much more! This is the Los Angeles,
Italia Film, Fashion and Art Fest: I am looking forward to seeing you there!

Antonio Verde

Valerio Mastandrea, Luca Marinelli, Andy Garcia
and Alessandro Borghi

join US at the

Italian INSTITUTE
OF

CULTURE

I am delighted to participate in the Los Angeles Italia Film Fashion and
Arts Fest now in its 11th edition. I would like to express my gratitude
to Pascal Vicedomini and the Capri in The World Institute for bringing
this inspiring event to Los Angeles. This highly anticipated annual
Valeria Rumori
event fosters cultural exchange between the United States and Italy
with major International and U.S. premieres, retrospectives and documentaries all screening in
the iconic and unforgettable movie location, Hollywood.
The magic of LAIFF develops spontaneously as cinema lovers, actors, directors and industry veterans all experience
together the joy of cinema. We warmly congratulate Maestro Ennio Morricone for his Golden Globe win and Oscar
nomination for the score of Tarantino’s “The Hateful Eight”. Morricone’s contributions to cinema and music are truly
prolific. The achievements of the director Mario Martone will also be celebrated with a retrospective highlighting his
incredible work. We are thrilled to share this wonderful experience with such talent and genius.
We enthusiastically anticipate yet another exhilarating and engaging showcase of Italian cinema!.
Valeria Rumori • Director of the Italian Cultural Institute in Los Angeles
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ambi emerges

AS A Global Player

A

MBI Group is a vertically integrated global film production,
finance, sales and distribution company.
AMBI Pictures provides financial backing for medium to highbudget international films featuring Hollywood actors. The
company’s distribution arm is called AMBI Distribution, which is
based in Beverly Hills.
AMBI Pictures was founded in 2013 by Andrea Iervolino and Monika
Bacardi. They founded AMBI Distribution based in Beverly Hills the
next year for handling sales and distribution of movies produced
by AMBI pictures as well as third party movies. As of 2015, the
company has offices in seven countries.
In September 2015, the company in colloboration with New
York-based private equity firm Raven Capital Management
assumend control of the majority of Exclusive Media Group
library includes Memento, Donnie Darko and End Of Watch.
take on a number of development projects as well as all sequel
and remake rights owned by EMG. The roughly 400-strong
library includes also Begin Again, Cruel Intentions, Ides Of
March, Hit & Run, The Mexican, Parkland, Rush, The Skulls,
Sliding Doors, Snitch, Undefeated, The Way Back, The Passion
of the Christ, Apocalypto, What Women want, Jane got a gun,
Dark Places and Adore. In 2014, the company produced
eight feature films including the 2047- Sights of Death, The
Humbling and Hope Lost. AMBI also acquired the Englishlanguage remake rights to Arto Halonen’s 2010 Finnish movie
Princess.
In collaboration with Paradox Studios, AMBI Pictures produced the
romantic comedy “All Roads Lead To Rome” starring Sarah Jessica
Parker, Raoul Bova, Paz Vega, Claudia Cardinale and Rosie Day.
AMBI also produced sci-fi thriller “Andron - The Black Labyrinth”,
by Italian director Francesco Cinquemani starring Alec Baldwin,
Danny Glover, Gale Morgan Harold III and the singer Skin.
In 2015 AMBI Pictures financed and produced with Franco’s Rabbit
Bandini Productions and That’s Hollywood Pictures a film directed
by James Franco and based on Steinbeck’s gritty, realist style novel:
“In Dubious Battle”. Starring James Franco, Nat Wolff, Selena
Gomez, Josh Hutcherson, Vincent D’Onofrio, Robert Duvall, Ed
Harris, Bryan Cranston, Zach Braff.
Andrea Iervolino and Monika Bacardi collaborated together with
‘American Sniper’ producer, Andrew Lazar, tackling Sci-Fi Thriller
‘Rupture’, directed by Steven Shainberg, starring Noomi Rapace
and with Micheal Chiklis, Peter Stormare, Lesley Manville, Kerry
Bishe, Ari Millen.
The next year AMBI announced that they will venture into making
animated movies. East End was announced as the first animated
movie, which follows two very different 8-year-old best friends
both growing up and getting into
adventures in Rome’s East End
neighbourhood.
The new animated movie
announced by the company is
Arctic Justice: Thunder Squad,
which is slated to be released
in 2018 and have finalized
important contracts with
Hollywood stars to provide

Andrea Iervolino,
Monika Bacardi
and Albert II, Prince
of Monaco

Andrea Iervolino and Monika Bacardi with Francesco Cinquemani and Alec Baldwin

the voiceovers, such as John Cleese, Alec Baldwin, James Franco,
Anjelica Houston, Heidi Klum and Omar Sy.
AMBI Pictures announced the animation movie “Groove Tails”, in
collaboration with Imprint Entertainment. Jamie Foxx has already
signed on as the voice of the lead character.
In July, the company secured approval from the Fellini family and
estate for a re-imagining of “La Dolce Vita”, which they will finance
and produce by Andrea Iervolino and Monika Bacardi with Italian
producer Daniele Di Lorenzo.
In September, Iervolino and Bacardi organized “AMBI Gala –
Cinema to help the world”, a fundraising event in Toronto. The
proceeds of the gala were given to the Prince Albert II of Monaco
Foundation for investing in environmental causes. The funds raised
by the AMBI Gala also aided Canada’s Students on Ice Foundation
(SOI) and the Pew Charitable Trusts’ Oceans North Canada
campaign. The gala was held just before the night of the TIFF in
Toronto.
Emceed by Canadian comedian Martin Short and closing with a rare,
knockout 60-minute performance by pop legend Diana Ross,
Honorary chief of the event has been James Franco.
AMBI Group announced in November 2015 it had launched a $200
million film fund to finance about five feature films and about ten
lower-budget films. Shortly thereafter, AMBI Pictures announced
plans to remake Memento from this fund.
Andrea Iervolino and Monika Bacardi will finance and produce
feature film “Lamborghini – The Legend” based on the life of
Ferruccio Lamborghini, written by the Academy Award Winner
Bobbie Moresco.

Andrea Iervolino, James Franco and Monika Bacardi
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2016 ITALIAN FILM INDUSTRY
COULDN’T HAVE FOUND A MORE
Florindo Blandolino
Italian Trade Commissioner

S

effervescent partner

o here we are again, the 11th edition of
the Los Angeles, Italia Film Festival has
come to town. Get ready for an amazing
overview of contemporary Italy’s spirit and
soul, because that’s what cinema is for most
of us, the artistic expression of our everyday
dreams and real lives.
For us at ITA, however, cinema is an industry too. Italian Film Commission - the Italian
Trade Agency audiovisual project - has been
aspiring for many years to pave the way for
cooperation between the American and
Italian film industries, both promoting Italy
as a multifaceted natural stage for filming
(even more so now that the tax credit has
made filming in Italy financially attractive),
and helping to match Italian talent and products with local distributors and investors.
So cinema is not just a cultural product, it is
indeed a productive sector that we are proud
of having helped in performing so well in
the last several years in the States, sponsoring festivals, setting up promotional activities in Miami, Chicago,
Los Angeles and New York, organizing delegations of American
filmmakers and producers to Italy and so on.
In doing so, we have worked closely with partners such as the
Ministry of Economic Development, the Ministry of Cultural Af-

fairs, ANICA and Luce
Cinecittà.
However, as proud as
we are of what has been
accomplished, we know
that the success of this
ever peculiar industry is strongly related to
its talent in charming us while representing
the cultural values, the soul and the spirit of
our Country. And that is the reason that led
us back to Mr. Vicedomini in this challenge,
to be partners in LAIFF and joining him in
his fantastic effort to bring to Los Angeles an
array of talent, art, authors and artists.
So thank you Pascal for your work, we are
looking forward to this year’s LAIFF, because I know you must have some surprises in
store for us.

lo schiavo&ferretti®

six oscars

Founded in 1944, ANICA is
the association that represents the Italian film, audiovisual and multimedia
industries in dealings with
political and union institutions while establishing relations with all the key players
in the promotion of films and
communications products in Italy and abroad. Within Italy’s Federation Confindustria
Cultura Italia, ANICA is a member of Confindustria (the Italian Industry Confederation),
actively representing the film industry. The association is divided into three sections: producers, distributors and technical enterprises (printing and development, film studios
and sound-sets, equipment rental, editing, audio and video post-production, dubbing and
transport).
As Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences’s representative in Italy, ANICA selects
Italy’s Oscar candidate for best foreign film. The association is also a founding partner of
the “David di Donatello” Award. ANICA belongs to the Association for the International
Collective Management of Audiovisual Works (AGICOA). Anica is a permanent member of
FAPAV, the Italian Audiovisual Anti-Piracy Federation.
In recent years Anica has enhanced offices, offering services to meet the needs of members that deal with the changing economic and technological environment: tax benefits
for those who invest in the production and distribution of Italian Cinema, access to credit,
Roberto Stabile,
relations with regional and local institutions, studies and quantitative analysis and conHead International Department and Events text information related to specific instruments for the audiovisual sector. In terms of
international promotion Anica, in collaboration with the competent public institutions, is
developing an activity of consolidation in mature markets and opening new opportunities for the internazionalization of the
audiovisual companies and of the Italian audiovisual product.
Within SIAE and APT, ANICA has established an Italian national agency for the International Standard Audiovisual Number
(ISAN), making Italy a part of the international system for audiovisual registration. ANICA also provides film companies with
assistance involving promotion, working through its subsidiary ANICA Servizi. An ANICA branch office has been opened in
Milan, expanding the Association’s domestic presence.
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leonardo
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DICAPRIO
DELIVERS AN

TO SAVE

®

THE PLANET

WORTHY PERFORMANCE
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After four previous Best Actor Academy Award
nominations, plus one for co-producing
“The Wolf of Wall Street”, this could be
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is very Italian name – which his agents
wanted to change at the beginning
of his career as it sounded too exotic – is
linked to a humorous story: Apparently
during her pregnancy his mother Irmelin
felt his very first kick inside her while she
was admiring a painting by Leonardo Da
Vinci in an Italian museum. The choice of
this name was also supported by the fact
that her husband George DiCaprio, also of
Italian origins, was an artist himself, the
author of underground comics.
Leo and DiCaprio, the movie star and the
actor, are two different but inseparable
personalities. He became a major teenage heartthrob and a superstar idol all over
the world following his role in the blockbuster “Titanic.” But he is also a brainy
and multi-faceted performer who loves
the dark side of his characters’ romantic
feelings. Early on it was very obvious that
young Leonardo had the potential of becoming a top-notch actor. His very first
appearances on the big screen immediately revealed his talent and class as well as
his preference for non- conventional and
difficult roles. We all remember “What’s
Eating Gilbert Grape” (1993), where he
portrayed Depp’s disabled younger brother, or “Total Eclipse” (1995) where he
played the demanding role of Arthur Rimbaud or Baz Luhrmann’s psychedelic movie “Romeo + Juliet” (1996), where he was
able to play a modern and neurotic Romeo
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who was extremely similar to a contemporary young man.
According to De Niro, “Talent reflects the
career choices one makes.” DiCaprio has
always chosen interesting projects, which
helped him evolve and become a charismatic, versatile performing artist able to
master different acting styles and movie
genres. He collaborated with a number of
first-rate film directors: Clint Eastwood
(“J.Edgar”), Sam Mendes (“Revolutionary Road”), Woody Allen (“Celebrity”),
Baz Luhrmann (“The Great Gatsby”),
Christopher Nolan (“Inception”), Steven
Spielberg (“Catch Me If You Can”), Quentin Tarantino (“Django Unchained”), and
especially Martin Scorsese (“Gangs of New
York”, “The Departed”), with whom he
has established a long
standing and fruitful
partnership. In “The
Aviator”
DiCaprio
portrayed an extreme
and monstrous Howard Hughes, whose
angel face soon turned into a mask of
pain. In “The Wolf
of Wall Street” he
played Jordan Belfort, a spoilt young
man with a limitless

ambition, a histrionic leader who exorcises the weaknesses of his subordinates
lecturing them and offering them orgiastic parties; and like Welles’ tragic heroes he is too big for the world he lives in.
Many were the times, in the course of his
outstanding career, when Leonardo DiCaprio truly deserved an Oscar.
With Inarritu’s film “The Revenant,” a
survival and revenge movie, an epic story
set against a magnificent and threatening
landscape, the actor could have finally
found the right character to win the coveted statuette.

Alejandro González Iñárritu and Leonardo DiCaprio

lean air, water, and a livable
climate are inalienable human
rights. And solving this crisis is not a
question of politics, it is a question of
our own survival. In a few decades, the
relationship between the environment,
resources and conflict may seem
almost as obvious as the connection
we see today between human rights,
democracy and peace. If we’re
destroying our trees and destroying
our environment and hurting animals
and hurting one another… There’s got to be a very powerful
energy to fight that. I think we need more love in the world. We need
more kindness, more compassion, more joy, more laughter.
The Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation is dedicated to the long-term
health and well-being of all Earth’s inhabitants. Through collaborative
partnerships, it supports innovative projects that protect vulnerable
wildlife from extinction, while restoring balance to threatened
ecosystems and communities. LDF is active in four key areas:
protecting biodiversity, ocean conservation, climate change and
wildlands conservation. LDF held its annual fundraising Gala in St.
Tropez raising more than $40 million to protect Earth’s last wild places
and implement solutions to preserve and save the environment. Last
December Leonardo addressed Mayors and local leaders gathered in
Paris, on the importance of switching to renewable energy to tackle the
climate crisis.

POPE FRANCis AND DICAPRIO

MEET AT THE VATICAN

best actor nominations

What’s eating THE
Gilbert Grape AVIATOR
1993 2005

Blood
Diamond

2007

The Wolf
of Wall Street

2013

THE REVENANT

2015
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His name is

MARIO

MARTONE
The philosophy of one of the most
important authors seamlessly moving
between cinema and theatre

M

AIDA

GIUSEPPE VERDI

TOSCA

GIACOMO PUCCINI

DIDONE ED ENEA

CATS

ANNA KARENINA
ONEGIN

LA CENERENTOLA

HENRY PURCELL

EIFMAN BALLET SAN PIETROBURGO

CARMINA BURANA
CARL ORFF

ROBERTO BOLLE
AND FRIENDS
GALA DI DANZA

LA PICCOLA VOLPE ASTUTA
LEÓŠ JANÁČEK

Walter Vergnano, Sovrintendente
Gastón Fournier-Facio, Direttore artistico
Gianandrea Noseda, Direttore musicale

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER
GIOACHINO ROSSINI

TOURNÉE

HONG KONG
PARIGI
ESSEN
SAVONLINNA

ario Martone, born in 1959, is certainly one of the most interesting contemporary Italian filmmakers characterized by a relentless hunt for truth.
His thirst for realism places him above any imitation of reality. Martone is a
versatile author who since his early days has absorbed the true nature of theatre,
music, cinema and literature.
After his exploits in the avant-guard theatre, he made his directorial debut in
1992 with “Morte di un matematico napoletano”, dedicated to the tragic existence of University professor Renato Caccioppoli. The film was an important
breakthrough for Martone, and earned him the Grand Jury Prize at the Venice
Film Festival. “Rasoi”, released the following year, is a powerful example of a
lyrical film where cinema becomes theatre and theatre becomes real life. The
movie’s intertwined stories become the pieces of complex and tragic mosaic-like
Naples, simultaneously revealing its modern and primitive aspects, showing the
wounds of a city which has been cut by a double-edged sword or a razor, as the
film title suggests.
“L’amore molesto”, winner of a David di Donatello and a Nastro d’Argento
award, was successfully presented at the Cannes Film Festival in 1995. After the
beautiful “Teatro di guerra” and “L’odore del sangue”, the Neapolitan filmmaker
delved into the 19th century with “Noi credevamo”, a mural of the spirit which
animated the insurgents of the Italian Risorgimento. In 2014 the Venice Film
Festival hosted one of his most ambitious projects: “Il giovane favoloso,” a film
which explores the life and nature of Giacomo Leopardi, a main reference point
for Italian and International literature. On June 29, 2015, for the anniversary of
the poet’s birthday, Martone and the film’s star Elio Germano, became honorary
citizens of Recanati, Leopardi’s hometown.
In his films and stage plays Martone is constantly pondering over history and his
most lonesome and misunderstood characters, as well as over the relationship
between past and present, showing how yesterday’s victories and defeats are
experienced again in the contradictions of today.

1992

ALFREDO CASELLA

LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR
GAETANO DONIZETTI

POLLICINO

HANS WERNER HENZE

CARMEN

GEORGES BIZET

Info: Biglietteria - Tel. 011.8815.241/242
biglietteria@teatroregio.torino.it - www.teatroregio.torino.it

1998

Shekhar Kapur, Francesco De Gregori
and Mario Martone

his “milestones”

DEATH OF A NEAPOLITAN MATHEMATICIAN

The complex and
bizarre personality
of mathematician
Renato Caccioppoli
is narrated through
the events of the last
week of his life.

LA DONNA SERPENTE

Ippolita Di Majo and Mario Martone

REHEARSALS FOR WAR

This movie shows
two different ways to
perceive theatre, life,
politics, one’s role in
society. From stage
to reality, from the
chaos of Naples to the
tragedy of Sarajevo.

1993

RASOI

Neapolitan dialect
is like a scalpel that
opens Naples’ belly,
explores its guts and
closes it again. The
film is based on the
theatre play of the
same name.

1995

Carlo Degli Esposti

NASTY LOVE

Delia sets out
to find the truth
about her mother
and herself, in
a gloomy city
where the present
time blends with
a violent past.

2010The contradictions of Risor- 2014 The tragic, unfortunate
WE BELIEVED

gimento and the dream of
achieving the union of Italy
are told in a movie which
explores the dreams and
delusions of those who
fought for this apparently
unreachable goal.

LEOPARDI

and amazingly modern
story of poet gifted with
incredible talent: Giacomo Leopardi, whose
story also mirrors the
intellectual’s role in
society.
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a message from

marinaCICOGNA
The Italian Countess in Hollywood
Marina Cicogna
Co-Chair LA, Italia

L

os Angeles, Italia is the brilliant result of a concerted effort on behalf
of the numerous artists, filmmakers, studio executives, media
representatives and guests who, for the past eleven years, have helped to
make it the success that it has become. The time has gone by so quickly
since Pascal Vicedomini led us into an incredible adventure that would
deservedly become an integral part of the fabric of Tinseltown.
Now, after ten fantastic editions, LA, Italia has established itself as one
of Hollywood’s important annual international events. This result fills us
with pride and encourages us to improve, aware as we are that this wellknown festival continues to bathe us in the world’s spotlight year after
year. We have come to find ourselves responsible for an event engaged
in promoting the image of Italy worldwide. Italian cinema continues
to enchant and challenge viewers around the world but its appeal and
success in Los Angeles, “The Entertainment Capital of the World”, is
particularly significant.
This responsibility inspires us to strive even harder to fulfill our
commitment, not for the purpose of conquering an artistic chimera,
but to give to those who share the same cultural ideals a fair chance to
accomplish their desires to promote new content and contribute to a
larger artistic stage, always guaranteeing a high level of quality, despite the
difficulties caused by a global financial crisis.
LA, Italia continues to enthrall its guests, both on the cultural scene and
in the international show biz industry, as it turns the Chinese Theatre into
a privileged venue during the Awards season. The meaningful images of
contemporary celebrities alongside the black and white footage from the
global archives make a strong impact and certainly give the feeling that we
are on the right track.
Today it is essential - more than ever - to look ahead with big strategies
that lead the way, and to have - with Pascal, Tony Renis and Franco Nero
– such great friends who support and promote us around the world, as
Mark Canton, Avi Lerner, Rick Nicita, Al Newman and many others.
Los Angeles, Italia is now an undisputable reality in California.

Marina Cicogna and Diane Von Furstenberg

Two Time Oscar Nominee

CONGRATULATIONs MS.

SANDY POWELL

tailor-made crime
dir. Gianluca Migliarotti – 30’

This title and more than
eloquent subtitle – “’O stile
chiamma, Napule risponne”
(Style calls, Napoli responds)
- introduce a mystery parody
that takes place at ISAIA in
Casalnuovo, near Napoli.
This area is famous for two
very different reasons: it is
the home of extraordinary
menswear tailors known for
their inimitable professionalism, but it is also historically
associated with organized
crime.

Gianluca Isaia
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sylvester

stallone
The 69-year old performer could beat the competition
and win his first Academy Award as Best Supporting Actor
for his touching performance in “Creed”
Gianluca Castagna
Journalist

I

t is difficult, if not impossible, to speak about Sylvester Stallone without
speaking about his roles. In Hollywood no other actor is so deeply
intertwined with the intense characters he has portrayed – Rocky Balboa and
John Rambo. But behind these roles there is a man whose personal life has
often been tragic and who struggled fiercely to reach his privileged position.
Sylvester Gardenzio Stallone – also known as Sly - was born on July 6, 1946
in the Hell’s Kitchen area of New York City. His parents were European
migrants: His father Frank was a hairdresser of Italian descent (Gioia del
Colle, in Apulia) while his mother Jaqueline Labofish is an astrologer and
a dancer, whose parents came from the Ukraine and France. Stallone had a
brother, Frank Jr.
His early life is fundamental to understanding his nature. During his
adolescence he was a rebel, and struggled to emerge, a stereotypical hero of
the US working class. He was a maverick, lonely, and an individualist
“loser.”
But this situation was destined to change. In 1976 he was able to
sell the script of “Rocky” – which he had written – on the condition
that he would play the leading character. More than a film, “Rocky”
was an event. The low budget movie soon became a worldwide
phenomenon, acquiring six Academy Award nominations and
winning three coveted Oscars statuettes. Rocky Balboa, the amateur
boxer who became a champion mirrors the American myth of a selfmade man who believes in his dreams and becomes a people’s idol.
In the ‘80s, during the Reagan era, Stallone played the second crucial
role of his career: John Rambo. Rambo is a lonely war veteran who
tries to readjust to his old life, and is certainly very different from the
archetype of a glorified hero. In “Rambo” the war survivor is alone,
he has no family, his best friends have been killed in Vietnam and is
basically rejected by society, because he is like an open wound, the
image of America’s defeat. He is threatened, arrested and insulted
until his rage explodes.
Over his brilliant career Stallone has described the mechanisms of
the legend-making factory, highlighting the concepts of body and work
as the main focuses of two decades in American history. However, he gave
his best also playing the loser: In his directorial debut “Paradise Alley” he
was a smalltime swindler involved in wrestling and clandestine betting;
in Norman Jewison’s “F.I.S.T.” he was an idealist worker defying a group
of corrupt truck drivers; in James Mangold’s “Cop Land” he was
a deaf sheriff, with no hair and no muscles but with a sensitive
and emotional soul. In “Tango & Cash” he played with irony, in
“Cliffhanger” he could jump from a ravine, in “The Expendables”
saga he played an action movie hero with a touch of nostalgia and
amusement.
In 1984 he was inducted into the Hollywood Walk of Fame with a
star on the famous thoroughfare, and Empire Magazine ranked
him number 92 among the best actors in the history of cinema.
At the eve of his 70th birthday, after the Golden Globe win, Sly is
experiencing a new chapter of his life: The nomination as Best
Supporting Actor for “Creed”, the movie which could most likely
earn him the Oscar!
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Sistine Stallone, Jennifer Flavin, Sylvester Stallone, Sophia Stallone and Scarlet Stallone

rocky balboa:

a WORKING CLASS HERO
I

n his Golden Globe acceptance speech Sylvester
Stallone thanked his best friend, “Mr. Rocky
Balboa,” his true alter ego, the character that in every
subsequent “Rocky” film gave life to his wishes,
ambitions and life’s philosophy: If you strongly believe
in something you can win, if you are one hundred
percent determined you will succeed. That thanks to
the strength of our ideas we are able to prevail against
the worst difficulties. More than any other film of its
time “Rocky” was able to capture the atmosphere of
Jimmy Carter’s presidency, and the hopes of a country
striving to overcome Richard Nixon’s Watergate scandal.
“Rocky” was a low budget sleeper movie that suddenly
rose to international fame and turned the almost
unknown Stallone into a superstar. Its destiny became
the real life story of amateur boxer Balboa who rises up
to fight against a heavyweight champion and thus becomes a
legend. In 1976, in the wake of Frank Capra’s social comedies,
“Rocky” marked the big screen comeback of the American
Dream – that anyone who has feelings, determination and
motivation can obtain success.
This story of social redemption won three Oscars: Best Movie,
Best Director (John Avildsen), and Best Editing. Since then,
five additional films is the series (“Rocky II,” “Rocky III,”
“Rocky IV,” “Rocky V” and “Rocky Balboa”) were released, as
well as its beautiful and gloomy spin-off “Creed” which will
undoubtedly spawn a new Rocky Balboa franchise.

IN THE NAME OF

jack vAlenti
Jack Valenti and his wife Mary Margaret Wiley

jack valenti award
2013
2014
2015
2016

Al Pacino
Angelica Huston
Liza Minnelli
Sylvester Stallone
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italian style
triumphs on the red carpet

Armani, Gucci, Valentino, Prada, Dolce & Gabbana, Versace, Bulgari,
Ferragamo: Hollywood stars choose the “Made in Italy” label

MARK RUFFALO

T

o film and music stars, stylists are as precious as a statuette.
Spot-on attire, an impressive garment, a striking accessory
when worn by the stars of stage and screen deliver an incredibly
fruitful worldwide showcase for the creators of contemporary
fashion. Equally as important for Italy’s haute couture
designers, the awards season’s red carpets are something which
cannot be missed, because when their creations adorn top
celebrities, they are rewarded with unparalleled exposure.
Every appearance – either luxurious, minimalistic or
exaggerated – leaves an indelible mark to the extent that fashion
designers consider the Oscars as the most prestigious event for
International fashion – the “ultimate” runway where major and
minor trends are generated.
In Hollywood, Italian designers are icons of elegance and style.
Celebrities from all over the world are seduced by the Italian
touch. They will undoubtedly opt for the Italian gusto when they
need to choose their “red carpet” attire – case in point, during
the recent Golden Globes Italian labels and brands dominated
the scene. Armani, Gucci, Valentino, Versace, Dolce & Gabbana,
Prada, Bulgari, Ferragamo, Giambattista Valli, Genny, Miu Miu,
Zanotti are only a few of the renowned maisons whose creations
are flaunted by the likes of Brad Pitt, Leonardo DiCaprio, Amber
Heard, Kristen Dunst, Matt Damon, Lady Gaga, Amy Adams,
Katy Perry, Jaime Alexander, Emilia Clarke, Jennifer Lopez.
Shall we also bet that the Oscars are going to be “all Italian” in
terms of fashion?

GETS ANOTHER
SHOT AT THE GOLD

Matt Damon and Luciana Barroso

Jennifer Lopez

Emilia Clarke

Brad Pitt

FIRST OSCAR EXPERIENCE

Joanne Angelina Germanotta alias Lady
Gaga, is an American songwriter and actress
of Italian descent. Her father Joseph Germanotta is a businessman whose family’s
roots are in the Sicilian area of Messina. Her
unusual stage name was inspired by the the
British band The Queen’s popular song “Radio
Gaga,” and in very little time she emerged
on the global music scene. Her debut album
“The Fame” broke a record in America with 4
singles ranking number one on the Billboard
Pop 100 Chart.
In January 2016 she won a Golden Globe
as “Best Actress in a TV series or a TV Movie” for her role in “American Horror Story:
Hotel”. And she has just received her first Best
Original Song Academy Award nomination for
“Til It Happens to You,” which she produced
and performed for the documentary film
“The Hunting Ground.” The song, that she
and Diane Warren co-wrote, deals with the
upsetting subject of campus sexual assault,
with the lyrics revealing the violence she was
personally subjected to at the age of 19. In
speaking about her about her collaboration
with Lady Gaga, Ms. Warren says that the
song will “touch people’s hearts for it brings
up the uncomfortable subject of pain in general which everyone can relate to.”

Kirsten Dunst
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lady gaga’s

Jaime Alexander

Through the intense look in his
eyes, he can express his talent
both in studio and independent
films. His intelligence, determination and sensuality are the winning
cards of a performer whose extraordinary magnetism has been compared to Brando’s seductive charm.
Ruffalo is a well-established actor who has been acclaimed for his work
with the likes of Scorsese, Jane Campion, Fincher, Gondry, Spike Jonze
and Joss Weadon. With the latter he was able to portray a groundbreaking version of “The Hulk,” which was appreciated by audience and
critics alike. This is not the first time that Ruffalo has made an attempt
to acquire the most coveted statuette in the world of cinema – five
years ago he delivered an Oscar-worthy performance in “The Kids Are
All Right,” alongside Julianne Moore and Annette Bening, and in 2015
he was one of the nominees for Bennet Miller’s “Foxcatcher” where he
played the role of an Olympic wrestling champion.
This year he is in the running again with “Spotlight,” a drama set in
world of journalism where Ruffalo plays Mike Rezendes, a reporter in
the investigative unit of The Boston Globe, the newspaper which in
2002 uncovered and reported on the protection given by the Catholic
Church to over 70 priests who in the ‘70s committed acts of sexual abuse against socially underprivileged children. The investigation carried
out by the Spotlight team was awarded a Pulitzer Prize.

sorrentino
presents
AN OSCAR-WORTHY SONG

David Lang, Sumi Jo
and Paolo Sorentino

Sophisticated music has
always been associated with
art-house movies. “Simple
Song # 3”, that accompanies
the thrilling finale of Paolo
Sorrentino’s “Youth”, has been
nominated for a Best Song
Oscar. Composed by David
Lang, it is performed by the
celebrated South-Korean soprano Sumi Jo, a top notch global
artist. For over 25 years she has
appeared in the most prestigious opera houses and music
festivals in the world. This is
another opportunity for Neapolitan film director Paolo Sorrentino to once again win over
the Academy following his 2013
triumph, “The Great Beauty”.
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an honorary oscar
for lina

®

wertmuller!

The Capri Festival launches
an appeal to the Academy

I

t has been written that her movies should be defined as ‘Comedies
in the Wertmuller way’. These exaggerated and grotesque stories are
dominated by the director’s rhythm which highlights its most emotional
moments. They contain an explosive mixture that combines satire and
humor, male chauvinism and feminism, comedy and melodrama. More
than 50 years have passed since her directorial debut (“I basilischi”, 1963)
but Lina Wertmuller has never ceased to do what she likes best – making
plans, writing new and original stories and living with honesty and passion.
On October 5, 2015 Pascal Vicedomini organized a gala evening dedicated
to the extraordinary filmmaker who has always been an active supporter of
the Capri, Hollywood Festival as its Honorary Chair. The tribute took place
in Europe’s most beautiful theatre, the Teatro San Carlo in Naples, a town
where Wertmuller feels at home and of which she is an Honorary Citizen.
However, her friends and fans wish to do more – the Capri,
Hollywood Festival has launched an appeal to the Academy,
asking it to present the exceptional artist with an honorary Life
Achievement Oscar. In 1977 Wertmuller was the first woman to
ever be nominated as Best Director for “Seven Beauties,” which
she wrote and directed. The movie was highly successful in the
US, earning three additional nominations including Best Actor
for Giancarlo Giannini, Best Original Screenplay and Best
Foreign Language Film.

maria grazia

cucinotta

AN ITALIAN STAR IN CHINA

RICCARDO

Riccardo Scamarcio and Keanu Reeves

SCAMARCIO

cOmES TO HOLLYWOOD

A gorgeous Italian actress and a tasty pizza are
certainly one juicy match! Maria Grazia Cucinotta
makes an appearance as a pizza chef in a wellknown Chinese-produced TV show whose goal is
to spread Italian culinary art. The renowned actress
and producer will also star in “Magic Card,” an
Italian-Chinese thriller centered on the love for Italy
as well as on the prejudices against our Peninsula.

Hollywood is getting closer for Riccardo Scamarcio. The well
know Italian actor – a native of Apulia and partner of Valeria
Golino, one of the most interesting contemporary Italian
actresses - has joined the cast of “John Wick 2”, the sequel to
the acclaimed “John Wick”, the movie which re-launched Keanu Reeves’s career breaking box office records worldwide.
After establishing himself as one of the most talented
actors of his generation, Scamarcio is rocketing to international stardom albeit he is not a stranger to foreign film
productions. He was directed by Abel Ferrara in “Go Go
Tales” and “Pasolini”; by Woody Allen in “To Rome With
Love”; Paul Haggis in “The Third Person” and John Wells in
“Burnt”, where he portrayed an assistant cook in the exclusive kitchen of Bradley Cooper’s Adam Jones. The film also
stars Sienna Miller, Uma Thurman, Emma Thompson, Lily
James, Omar Sy and Sarah Greene.
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a pope

francesco
A

OUR PICASSO SUITE

motion picture or television biopics dedicated
to Popes, saints or revolutionary priests, are
rarely interesting. Usually, their not too covert
desire is to become holy picture cards on film, for the
entertainment of Catholic devotees.
However, in “Chiamatemi Francesco” (“Call Me
Francesco”) director Daniele Lucchetti has chosen
to tell the whole story of Jorge Maria Bergoglio with a
striking new approach. Lucchetti shows his childhood
with his family of Italian origins, his turbulent youth in
the ‘60s, his encounter with Ester Ballestrino, a Marxist
and a feminist chemistry teacher to whom he would
always feel attached, his association with the Jesuits, and
his election as Pope in 2013.
These fragments of his life revolve around
a well-defined narrative core focusing on
the struggle of a faithful man who has always
been on the side of the outcasts, against the
abuses of excessive military power, striving
to defend the people humiliated by Videla’s
dictatorship. The film also explores the
tragedy of the so-called “desaparecidos”,
a wound which is still bleeding in Latin
America; It raises the question whether the
Catholic church might have ever been aware
of them, and subsequently sweeps away all
doubts: The testimonials and files shown in
the movie, reveal all the efforts made by Bergoglio to save
as many people as he could, including priests, nuns and
young Argentinians, from a tragic destiny looming large
before them. After this life-changing experience he was
forever ready to stand by the lowest and the downtrodden.
When he landed in Rome in March 2013, he was a 70-yearold man who had seen and lived much. The film especially
explores his far-reaching humanity, the soul of a man who,
on the eve of the Conclave, walking on a terrace facing San
Peter’s majestic dome and still donning his Cardinal’s
attire, kept thinking to himself: “As the Conclave
approaches, I should be pondering deep, but I can only
think of a song, a light-hearted song …”.
“Chiamatemi Francesco” is a secular movie, if not political,
with Rodrigo De La Serna and Sergio Hernàndez p
ortraying - with no tricks or illusions - the soul of a priest
scarred by dramatic events, but never losing a sparkle
in his eyes revealing his proud sense of belonging and
profound mercy.

Daniele Lucchetti

CALL ME FRANCESCO
dir. Daniele Luchetti – 98’

‘Call me Francesco’ chronicles the journey
that brought Jorge Bergoglio, the son of
Italian immigrants in Buenos Aires, to become Head of the Catholic Church. It’s a journey
of humanity and spirituality lasting over
than half a century; a story set against the
backdrop of Argentina’s history, which has
been full of turbulent moments, from elections to the Papacy of 2013.

ermanno olmi

A DOCU-DRAMA ABOUT CARDINAL MARTINI

One of the masters of Italian cinema,
Ermanno Olmi, is working on a docu-film
about the life of Cardinal Carlo Maria
Martini (1927– 2012), one of the most
charismatic and beloved personalities
of the Catholic world. The director, a
1978 Palm d’Or winner for “The Tree of
Wooden Clogs” declared: “Milan-born
Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini has been one of the
most advanced figures in
the history of the Church,
always ahead of his time.
He was an enlightened and
enlightening man.
Carlo Maria Martini
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Ted Sarandos

and the

tv revolution

M

any new and exciting original Netflix productions are going
to be produced this year, starting with the Italian-inspired
TV series “Suburra”.
With thirty million subscribers in the United States and around 40
million in the rest of the world; a film library including about fifty
thousand titles (films and series); an unparalleled catalogue in the
history of streaming media, with 600 hours of original programs
expected in 2016, and $6 billion dollar in investments. This – and
even more – is Netflix, the web giant which delivers entertainment
on computers, TVs, PlayStation, smartphones and tablets,
providing a huge supply of films, documentaries, and TV series,
many of which are self-produced, such as “House of Cards,” the
company’s jewel starring Kevin Spacey and Robin Wright and
reflecting the political plots of the American establishment. This
incredible hit has earned multiple Emmy Awards, confirming the
potential quality of this extraordinary online network founded in
1997 by genius Reed Hastings.
Netflix’ debut in Italy - officially announced by Chief Content
Officer Ted Sarandos last July, during the 13th edition of the Ischia
Global Fest, - represents an excellent opportunity for cinema
and TV aficionados as well as for the entire audiovisual industry.
The growing popularity of on-demand service and the high
quality catalogue provided by the company will definitively boost
streaming video content.
Sarandos, with 20 years of experience in the home entertainment
sector, is acknowledged as a true innovator in the international
audiovisual market. He is a regular collaborator of the Aspen
Institute and a respected member of the Consultants Committee of
the prestigious Tribeca and Los Angeles Film Festivals.
And while analysts and journalists continue to disclose data and
compare more or less successful results, proclaiming the end of
traditional television, Netflix seems to be unstoppable. It is not
just a new competitor in the Italian market but also a potential
business partner for Italian producers: Rai and Cattleya, for
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example, have already signed agreements with Netflix to shoot
the TV series “Suburra.” After earning enormous success with
audiences and critics alike, the film, directed by Stefano Sollima
and based on a novel written by former Magistrate Giancarlo De
Cataldo and journalist Carlo Bonini, will be turned into a 10episode Netflix series, with Michele Placido set to direct. It will
debut worldwide in 2017..

marco
polo
travels from
venice

into the world
A

passionate traveler, a fanciful chronicler, and a skillful
merchant. Marco Polo is one of the world’s best known
Italian historians, and his 13th century book “The Million”
(“The Travels of Marco Polo”) describes life in the Middle
Ages and the Italian crafts and trades at the end of 1200.
A new series produced by Netflix will be dedicated to the
explorer’s adventures at the Court of Mongolian Emperor
Kublai Khan. Two Italian performers will lead the
production: 26-year old Lorenzo Richelmy, who
appeared in the TV series “I liceali”, and Pierfrancesco Favino as Marco’s father, a man who did not
hesitate to give his son as a hostage to be able to
freely move and do business along the Silk Route.
At the Mongolian Palace young Marco Polo was involved in a power struggle in the midst of intricate
political conspiracies. He was trained in martial
arts and fell in love with Princess Kokachin. Sex,
violence and the fascination with a remote world
are the ingredients of the $90 million production
which Netflix is developing even further with an
additional 10 episodes revolving around the same
beloved characters. The cast includes a new character played by Michelle Yeoh, who will portray
a woman coming from the past, and who – according to the series’ creator John Fusco – will add
to the mystery and exoticism of the story.
The series was shot in Italy, Kazakistan and the
Pinewood Studios in Malaysia.

Ted Sarandos and the cast of “Marco Polo”

‘Winx Club’ To Get Big Screen & Live-Action
Treatment Via Hollywood Gang
Warner Bros.-based Hollywood Gang has partnered with
Italy’s Rainbow Group to develop and produce a live-action
movie inspired by the animated and popular global Winx
ClubTV series.This comes after Netflix recently announced
it ordered two seasons of programming this year for an
animated Winx Club spinoff series from Rainbow called
Winx Club Wow: World Of Winx. The original animated series ran on Nickelodeon for about five years. The property
heavily draws in a young, female demographic.
The series is set in a vividly imagined world, where Bloom,
a girl from Earth crosses into a Magical Dimension to enroll at Alfea College — the best school for fairies in all the
realms. At Alfea College, Bloom and her fairy friends, each
of whom possesses powers unique to their character, join
together to form the Winx Club.
Hollywood Gang president Gianni Nunnari and The Rainbow Group Founder and CEO Iginio Straffi put the deal
together. Straffi called a live-action version of the series “a
dream of mine since the very beginning.”

Iginio Straffi
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The magic lives on

2006-2016 • eleven Successful Years

2006

(February 26-March 4)
The Italian cinema passed
the test at the first L.A. Italia Festival
with over 10,000 viewers attending thirty
movie screenings.
Even though our Academy Award
nominees didn’t win - Cristina
Comencini, director of “Don’t Tell”;
Gabriella Pescucci, costume designer
for “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”
and Dario Marinelli, music composer
for “Pride & Prejudice”- the Capri
Nel Mondo Institute took homethe
awareness that “… a solid bridge for a
cultural exchange is being built – since
1995 – between the Island of Capri
with its “Capri, Hollywood” festival and
Los Angeles, California,” as declared
by Pascal Vicedomini, founder and
producer of these two events. Hollywood
also witnessed the debut of festival
co-founders Marina Cicogna, Franco
Nero, Lina Wertmuller and Tony Renis
(regarded as the musical ‘soul’ of the
group and immediately elected its
“Honorary Chairman”).
For starters, the 2006 L.A. Italia event,
whose official poster of the festival
featured a night shot of the Colosseum,
enjoyed the support of Cim Group Inc
(with its principal Shaul Kuba), the Lazio
Region, and Rai Trade, as well as Mibac
(D.G.Cinema). Among the attractions
that mostly engaged the audience,
we recall: 1) Lina Wertmuller’s film
retrospective: The well-known Italian
director was treated to a Hollywood party
in her honor organized by producer David
Codikov, complete with a welcoming
speech by Al Pacino. She was also invited
to lecture a class of students attending
the University Southern California;
2) A retrospective about the talented
Gabriele Muccino, presenting his first
all-American movie with Will Smith;
3) Valentino and Gabriella Pescucci’s
costume exhibitions, the first based on
nine elegant party gowns created for
Gwyneth Paltrow, Renée Zellweger, Cate
Blanchett, Kate Beckinsale, Jennifer
Garner, Kate Hudson, Sandra Bullock
and Elle MacPherson; the second on
nine costumes created by Sartoria Tirelli
in Rome for Michelle Pfeiffer, Jessica
Lange, Uma Thurman, Demi Moore,
Monica Bellucci, Jacqueline Bisset,
Catherine Deneuve, Robert De Niro
and Johnny Depp; 5) A photo expo on
cinema in the Lazio Region, attended by
two masters of the Italian haute cuisine:
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Clint Eastwood with Maria and Ennio Morricone

Larry King, Al Pacino and Michele Placido together at LA Italia 2013 for the Inaugural “Jack Valenti
Legend Award”

chefs Massimo Riccioli and Anna Dente;
6) NIAF’s big gala night at the Regent
Beverly Wilshire led by Jack Valenti (then
the long-time president of the Motion
Picture Association of America) with two
exceptional guests: Oscar –winning actor
Ernest Borgnine and L.A. Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa.
Actors Raoul Bova, Stefania Rocca,
Enrico Lo Verso and Carlo Carlei stood
out among the official delegation, as
did songwriter Gigi D’Alessio who was
touring the West Coast at that time.
Among the illustrious guests were
Oscar recipients Norman Jewison
and Jon Voight (who recently was the
extraordinary protagonist of the Rai-Lux
Vide TV movie dedicated to Pope John
Paul II, a role that won him and producer
Tom Sternberg the L.A. Italia Excellence
Award, designed by Micucci). With them
were Paul Mazursky, Jacqueline Bisset,
Dolph Lundgren, Roxanna Arquette, the
up-and-coming star Gerard Butler, Keith
Carradine and finally, producers Larry
Turman, Lawrence Bender, Steven Paul
and Barry Navidi.
The divine Ms. Sophia Loren made an
appearance at the Silvia Damiani event.

2007

(February 18-24) This
was the year of the big
popular festival breakthrough on the
West Coast: costume designer Milena
Canoero was awarded her third Oscar –
for Sofia Coppola’s “Marie Antoinette”.
Sadly no prize went to makeup magicians
Signoretti and Sodano.

and Education. It was also the year of the
charity gala event for the movie “Invisible
Children”, produced by MKFilm and
Maria Grazia Cucinotta with UNICEF and
the World Food Program.
There was also a memorable tribute to
maestro Ennio Morricone, who received
the Academy’s Lifetime Achievement
Award from Clint Eastwood. Not to
mention Italian rocker Vasco Rossi’s
surprise appearance at the special
screening of Stefano Salvati’s video-clip,
in which he was the lead character.
The 2007 edition guests included Raoul
Bova with Federico Moccia, Claudia
Gerini with Federico Zampaglione
and, next to Valeria

Golino, Hollywood first-timer Riccardo
Scamarcio, who connected immediately
with Jeff Goldblum. Director Giulio
Base, together with Dolph Lundgren and
the Cruz sisters, Penelope and Monica,
introduced his new movie “L’inchiesta”.
Italian-American screenwriter Bobby
Moresco (Academy Award for “Crash”)
debuted as festival chairman that year,
too. At the Chinese Theatre, and at the
Italian Lounge at Trastevere in Hollywood
& Highland Center (where singer
Agostino Penna performed beautifully),
Oscar winner Pietro Scalia, Carlo Gabriel
Nero, Stefano Veneruso, Martina
Stella, Luca Lionello, actors Matthew
Modine, John Savage, Gina Gershon,
film directors Harold Becker and Mick

Cristina Comenicini and Gaetano Blandini

The L.A. Italia event calendar presented
a brilliant retrospective dedicated to
legendary movie master Mario Monicelli,
who was presented with a Lifetime
Achievement Award by General Consul
Diego Brasioli and IIC Director Francesca
Valente, as well as with honors from
the University of Southern California
by Dean Elizabeth Dailey. This was the
year of the collaboration with Shoah
Foundation and Mimmo Calopresti’s
documentary, “Volevo solo vivere”,
screened on the opening day of the
festival. The emotionally-charged
event engaged both audiences and the
media, who rushed in to listen to the
speech given by Douglas Greenberg,
Executive Director of USC’s Shoah
Foundation Institute for Visual History

Mario Monicelli with
Francesca Valente and Diego Brasioli

Norman Jewison

Liza Minnelli

Naomie Harris and Bono Vox

Giovanna Mezzogiorno and Raoul Bova

Dennis Hopper

Mike Stoller

Davis, and producers Avi Lerner and
Chiara Tilesi were there too.
The official image of the 2007 Festival
edition was Venice’s Grand Canal,
owing to an explicit request by the Venice
Casino that supports the event together
with Cinecittà Holding, the Lazio Region,
the Campania Region, Sangemini and
Cafe do Brazil.

2008

(February 17-23) The
festival that year started
in the best possible way: Bernardo
Bertolucci got a star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame, a tribute granted by the
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce upon
the request of the Capri Nel Mondo
Institute. The Maestro was unable
to attend due to his ailing health but
nevertheless his star was unveiled in
front of the Chinese Theatre.
The classic Italian cinema was
represented by directors Carlo Lizzani
and Citto Maselli, who were given the IIC
Lifetime Achievement award by General
Consul Nicola Faganello, and who – at the
Chinese Theatre – gave an award to an
exceptional guest: Italian-American actor
and director Sylvester Stallone.
Dante Ferretti, however, (with Francesca
Lo Schiavo) was the main attraction as he
received his second Oscar for his design
of Tim Burton’s “Sweeney Todd” sets.
The same thrill was generated when
composer Dario Marianelli basked in
his moment of glory, bringing home
the legendary statuette for scoring Joe
Wright’s “Atonement”. The only one
left out was the third Italian candidate,
Andrea Jublin, a contender in the short
film category.
The Italian delegation also included
actor and filmmaker Michele Placido,
Lina Sastri, Raoul Bova, Enrico Lo Verso
and newcomers Valeria Solarino (the
Festival ‘godmother’), Federico Moccia,
Francesco Apolloni, Louis Nero, Ilaria
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Fulvio Lucisano

Massimo Ranieri and Mickey Rourke

Borrelli, Maurizio Aiello and Antonella
Ponziani.
Famous Italian songwriter Ron and the
Bologna-born ‘soulman’ Andrea Mingardi
were highly appreciated for their musical
contributions.
Next to them, a few giants of the US
industry: Oscar winners Steven Zaillian,
Paul Haggis and F. Murray Abraham
(who was involved with Stefano Todini
and Patrizia Pellegrino in a small movie
shot in Umbria). And then Steven Seagal,
Keith Carradine, Treat Williams, Tomas
Arana, Johan Collins, Lindsay Lohan,
Sofia Vergara (still unknown to the
mainstream), Romina Power with her
brother Tyrone Jr. and producers Mark
Canton, Jeremy Thomas, Kevin King and
Humberto Gatica.
The official image of the 2008 edition
was the Gulf of Naples projected onto a
number of Hollywood buildings. The size
of the audience revealed the growth of the
event: about 13,000 people attended the
Italian Art Gallery set up at the Hollywood
& Highland Center. A photographic
exhibition was arranged by the
Experimental Centre of Cinematography
about Bernardo Bertolucci with the title
“Durante la rivoluzione” and “La Via
del Petrolio” (in collaboration with Eni)
was screened. Much admiration was
generated by the costumes designed
by artist Catia Dottori for Lizzani’s film
“Hotel Meina” and by the haute
couture creations by
late designer Egon
Von Furstenberg
(presented by his
children Alex and
Tatiana and by his
ex-wife Diane von
Furstenberg, now a
fashion icon). 15,000
viewers visited the
Mann Chinese 6 theatre
to watch a selection of
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Treat Williams

Silvia, Christian and Brando De Sica

contemporary and classic
movies. Among the other events,
particularly appreciated was
the tribute to Luciano Pavarotti
(with the screening of the movie “Yes,
Giorgio”), a few months after the tenor’s
death.

2009

(February 15-21) The
work of legendary Vittorio
de Sica was celebrated, with speeches by
actor-director Dennis Hopper and Mark
and James Canton at the Mann Chinese
6 Theatre, where they expressed their
love for the Italian cinema “maestro.”
De Sica’s son Christian and grandson
Brando proudly waved the Oscar won by
the filmmaker (for “La Ciociara”), to the
audience which included film director
Pupi Avati and his film-producer brother
Antonio, both of whom received a warm
Hollywood welcome as witnesses of the
great contemporary cinema who have
made their mark on the history of world
entertainment. Pupi Avati was lauded
with a movie retrospective, the IIC prize,
and a tribute at U.S.C.

Milena Canonero

Jeff Goldblum

Christian Slater

arranged by young professor Alex Ago and
about 500 students.
2008 was the year of “Gomorra” – the big
hit movie by Matteo Garrone exposing
Naples’ criminal underworld. “Los
Angeles, Italia” promoted a positive
side of the city with movies shot in the
Gulf that are part of film history and
special guests from its surroundings.
Chief among them was Massimo
Ranieri, a legendary representative of
the Neapolitan theatre and song who,
after showing his film about Pulcinella,
gave the mask of Lello Esposito as a gift
to Oscar favorite Mickey Rourke (“The
Wrestler”) who had just attended the
Gala at the Kodak Theatre. With them,
director Pappi Corsicato, musicians Tony
Esposito and songwriter Guido Lembo
who, at Jack and Leslie Kavanaugh’s
home, involved Michael Bublè and Tony
Renis in an improvised concert. Same
response for Guido at the Chinese Theatre
where along with anchor-woman Simona
Ventura, another star was singing: ItalianAmerican “Easy Rider” interpreter, Peter
Fonda.
Stylist Rocco Barocco arranged an
haute couture exhibition at the
Italian Art Gallery at Hollywood &
Highland Center: twenty “vintage”
costumes told the story of twenty
years of work within an exceptional
background: the photographic
exhibition “La Campania e il
Cinema.”
One of the most emotional
moments was the tribute to
legendary producer Franco Cristaldi

Dougral Greenberg and wife

Monica and Penelope Cruz with Giulio Base

(“Cinema Paradiso”) with his wife Zeudi
Araya and director Massimo Spano,
accompanied by Michelangelo. The guests
included Marco Pontecorvo, Maria Sole
Tognazzi, Adriano Giannini, Antonio
Cupo. Flautist Andrea Griminelli and
composer Andrea Morricone and concert
performer Irene Veneziano wowed the
audience. Other glittering personalities
on hand were: Malin Akerman, David
Boreanaz, Gina Gershon, Heather
Graham, Ioan Gruffudd, John Landis,
Rodrigo Santoro, Christian Slater, Lesley
Ann Warren and anche Micah Alberti
and Rumer Willis, Moran Atias, Darin
Brooks, Clare Casey, Erika Christensen,
Randi Ingerman, Katherine Kelly Lang,
Alex Meneses, Brigitte Nielsen, Francisco
Quinn, Jonathan Tucker, Nathalia Ramos;
producers Michael Burns, Mike Nozik
and Philippe Martinez; super agents
and managers of the ‘biz’ industry Jack

Roxanna Arquette

Eleonora Brigliadori

Harold Becker, Barri Navidi and Bernard Hiller

Jon Voight

Daryl Hannah

Gilardi, Jason Weinberg, David
Luca Guadagnino and Dario Argento
Guillod, Tracy Brennan.
And when everything seemed
to be over, the lights suddenly
best of auspices due to the participation
came up again to shine on the greatest
of director Enzo G. Castellari, underlined
international diva ever to grace the
– on Sunday February 28th – by the
Oscars’ red carpet: Neapolitan Sophia
arrival at the Mann Chinese 6 Theatre of
Loren.
celebrated Italian-American colleague
Quentin Tarantino (nominated for
(February 28-March 6)
eight Oscars for the movie “Inglourious
2010 Oscar winners Mauro
Basterds” loosely inspired by Castellari’s
Fiore (DP) and Michael Giacchino
film “Quel maledetto treno blindato”).
(music composer); makeup artists
And also due to the acknowledgement
Aldo Signoretti and Vittorio Sodano,
of tenor Andrea Bocelli by the Capri Nel
screenwriters Armando Iannucci and
Mondo Institute: a legendary star on
Alessandro Camon, composer Marco
the Hollywood Walk of Fame was to be
Beltrami, and sound engineer Tony
awarded on March 2nd. The event was
Lamberti were the eight artists at the
celebrated the evening before, with a
center of the promotion of Oscar Night.
gala presented – for the first time ever in
Next to them, Oscar-winning director
the Italian entertainment industry – at
Gabriele Salvatores and actor Fabio
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, where – with
De Luigi attended the world premiere
1,000 people attending – Bocelli received
of their movie
a prize from the hand of the beautiful
“Happy Family”.
actress Rosario Dawson. The TuscanyThe event was
born tenor shared the celebration with
highlighted on US
his US producer David Foster, who
television as that
was in turn presented with an award by
two exceptional
Salvatores. A similar prize was given to
‘godfathers’ were
Warner Bros. marketing chief Sue Kroll.
to welcome their
The godmother for 2010 L.A. Italia
Italian colleagues
was Sicilian actress Isabella Ragonese.
at the Mann
She was accompanied by Christian De
Chinese 6 Theatre: Sica, Massimo Ghini, young Rosabell
Sylvester Stallone
Laurenti Sellers (for the California
and Samuel L.
premiere of “Mi ricordo di Anna Frank”
Jackson.
by Alberto Negrin), Luca Guadagnino,
Lindsay Lohan
2010 L.A. Italia
for the California premiere of “I Am
started under the
Love”, Maria Grazia Cucinotta, Marco
Bonini with director Edoardo Leo, actor
Leopoldo Mastelloni, for a special tribute
to Federico Fellini. And among the other
celebrities we saw Oscar winner Forest
Whitaker, the godfather of the opening
day, Oscar winner Helen Mirren and
director Taylor Hackford, to express
their regard for Franco Nero. Other
guests were: Gedeon Burkhard, Sofia
Milos, Luis Prieto, Moran Atias, Andrea
Osvart, Eugenya Chernishova, Francisco
Queen, producer Harvey Weinstein, the
undisputed King of Hollywood during
the Award Season.

2010

Gabriella Pescucci and Sandy Powell
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Joan Collins and Percy Gibson

Helen Mirren and Taylor Hackford

2011

(February 20-26) A tribute
to legendary producer Dino
De Laurentiis opened the event with
remarks by his wife Martha and his
daughter Dina and a documentary by
journalist Tonino Pinto. The audience
also included Italian-American actor
Joe Mantegna (awarded with L.A. Italia’s
Excellence Award), his colleague Tony
Musante (awarded by Cinecittà Luce) and
great director Marco Bellocchio who was
the protagonist of all the festival events
taking place at the Chinese Theatre, the
University of Southern California and
IIC where he was awarded the Lifetime
Achievement Award.
Among the other festival stars: the étoile
Roberto Bolle who became the symbol
of this year’s festival, as well as actors
Kim Rossi Stuart and Luigi Lo Cascio
with their film retrospectives. Jazz
piano player Stefano Bollani wowed the
audience with his Hollywood debut.
The all-Italian happening in Hollywood,
on the eve of Oscar night, introduced
costume designer Antonella Cannarozzi,

Gabriele Salvatores, Samuel L. Jackson and Fabio De Luigi

nominated for the film “I Am Love” by
Guadagnino, as well as Italian-US actress
Melissa Leo (born in Salerno) who won
a Best Actress Academy Award for “The
Fighter”.
The event celebrated 150 years of Italian
unification with a number of movies by
Pietro Germi, Florestano Vancini, the
Taviani Brothers and Luigi Magni, aiming
to shape and strengthen the national
awareness; along with the arthouse
movies, a number of Italian successful
contemporary comedies were presented:
from Checco Zalone’s “Che bella
giornata” to Luca Miniero’s “Benvenuti
al Sud” with the duo Bisio-Stani; from
Fausto Brizzi’s “Maschi contro femmine”
and “Femmine contro maschi” to Luca
Lucini’s “La donna della mia vita”.
Organized in collaboration with CIM
Group, Eni, Rai, Alitalia, the patronage
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, of the
Direction General Cinema of the Ministry
of the Cultural Heritage and Activity, with
support from the Italian Embassy in USA
and in cooperation with NIAF – National
Italia American Foundation, the General
Consulate of Italy, the Institute for the
Foreign Commerce and the

Guido Lembo, Tony Renis, Pupi Avati, Michael Buble and Antonio Avati

Los Angeles Italian Institute of Culture,
Cinecittà Studios, Cinecittà Luce, the
Experimental Centre of Cinematography,
the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce,
Italian Independent Productions and the
University of Southern California (USC),
2011 L.A. Italia was once again presided
over by Bobby Moresco and paid tribute
to legendary master Mario Monicelli
(screening one of his masterpieces, “I
soliti ignoti” (“Big Deal on Madonna
Street”, a movie that inspired US
filmmakers) and to set designer Dante
Ferretti with Gianfranco Giagni’s docufilm presented in Venice. Among the
most significant moments, there was a
tribute to the victims of the earthquake of
L’Aquila (2009) with a special screening
of a documentary entitled “Un anno dopo
– Memory Hunters” made by the students
of Aquila’s Academy of Image Arts and
Sciences and presented in Venice in
2010. The beautiful and scarred Abruzzi
town was the symbol of the official poster
of 2011 Los Angeles Italia, in order to
raise awareness and to remember those
who suffer and are unable to fulfill their
artistic dreams as they are busy coping

Carlo Lizzani, Sylvester Stallone and Francesco Maselli

John and Debora Landis

Lina Sastri and Leopoldo Mastelloni
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Hope Dworaczyc

Caterina D’Amico and Isabella Ragonese

Adriano Giannini
and Simona Ventura

Dante Spinotti
Gabriele Muccino

with the difficulties of their
everyday lives.   2011 Los
Angeles, Italia 2011 was
promoted by the Capri Nel
Mondo Institute.
Among the most appreciated
guests of the entire week were
Danish filmmaker Susan Bier
(later an Oscar recipient), Joel
Schumacher (holding court
during a lunch at Tod’s on Rodeo
Drive), Sofia Vergara (now a
real star), Harold Becker, Luck
Evans, Mark Canton, Malin
Akerman, Robert Davi, Elsa
Pataki, Paul Weller, Nastassja
Kinski, Jacqueline Bisset, John
Savage, Fisher Stevens. And many
other Italians attended, such as
artists residing in
California: Pietro
Scalia, Dante Spinotti,
Gabriella Cristiani,
Gisella Marengo. The
event closed at Silvia
Damiani and Tomas
Arana’s mansion.
Los

Dolph Lundgren

2012

Angeles, Italia’s

Carolina Crescentini, Joe Mantegna and Chiara Francini

seventh edition opened with a tribute
to Dario Argento’s work as a master
of horror cinema, premiering his
“Dracula 3D”, that earned him a gala
in his honor at the subsequent Cannes
Film Festival. However, 2012 was also
the year of the third Oscar for Dante
Ferretti and Francesca Lo Schiavo,
for Martin Scorsese’s “Hugo”; this
acknowledgement stirred intense
emotion in the two artists, more so than
when they accepted their two previous
Academy Awards.
The President of L.A. Italia 2012 was
master Pupi Avati, with a delegation
of young people including director
Paolo Genovese, performers Carolina
Crescentini, Chiara Francini, actor
Dario Castiglio, and the multi-talented
Elisabetta Canalis (recent host of the
Sanremo Song Context)) as festival
godmother.
Among the most memorable moments
of the 7th Los Angeles, Italia Festival,
were the performances of musicians Enzo
Gragnaniello and Piero Gallo at IIC, and
at home with producers Avi Lerner and
Heidi Jo Markel, together with Danny
Glover, Mischa Barton, Nastassja Kinski
and John Savage.
Unforgettable was the tribute to
legendary Peppino Di Capri, which
inaugurated a strong partnership with the
Grammy Museum, and opening the door
for a similar event on a yearly basis. The
musician from Capri received a special
award bestowed upon him by the great
Mike Stoller, the celebrated composer for
Elvis Presley.
Among the most welcomed guests of the
festival were directors Joel Schumacher
and Kenny Ortega, as well as actors Joe
Mantegna and Joan Collins.
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Marco Bellocchio, Joel Schumacher and Bobby Moresco

Kim Rossi Stuart

Danish director Susan Bier, Luigi Lo Cascio and Roberto Bolle

2013

for the arrival of Quentin Tarantino
e Christoph Waltz who were later
awarded for “Django Unchained”.
They were warmly welcomed by
original “Django” and “Ringo”, alias
Franco Nero and Giuliano Gemma,
both celebrated by the numerous fans
of the “spaghetti western” movies.
That was another memorable night.
On the music front the classic event
at the Grammy Museum hosted an
exceptional Italian star: Zucchero
Fornaciari. The Italian king of
soul performed “unplugged” after
the screening of a documentary
by Vincenzo Mollica, with another
appearance – the following day – at the
Chinese Theatre.
The Italian artistic delegation also
included Fausto Brizzi and Paolo
Genovese, joined by Valerio Zanoli and
Tony Trupia as well as
by actresses Claudia
Zanella, Elisabetta
Canalis e Madalina
Ghenea (the Romanian
beauty “adopted”
by the Italian show
business).
A legendary edition
to properly celebrate
the Year of the Italian
Culture in America,
which had just begun.
Andrea Mingardi

Nastassja Kinski and Luca Lionello
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Steve Coogan
Eli Roth and Lorenza Izzo

Chairman Rick Nicita
and President Martha De
Laurentiis kicked off the 8th edition
of LA ITALIA which took place from
February 17 to 23 2013 with a real
Hollywood red carpet: Al Pacino collected
the first Jack Valenti Legend Award from
the hands of well-known anchorman
Larry King while actor Michele Placido
and producer and director Iginio
Straffi were honored with the LA Italia
Excellence Award. Right afterwards it
was the turn of other two stars: producer
Harvey Weinstein and rising star director
David O. Russell who publicly revealed
his Italian origins (his mother was from
Calabria). Also actor Gerard Butler
appeared among the many stars who
flocked to support the Italian event.
Two days afterwards Weinstein was again
under the Hollywood spotlight

Anjelica Huston

Neil Portnow and Alexandre Desplat

Eline Powell and Roberto Faenza

2014

Los
Angeles,
Italia’s ninth edition
opened at the Chinese
Six Theatres in
Hollywood with a
special screening of
“The Great Beauty”,
Paolo Sorrentino’s
masterpiece which a few
days later triumphed at
The Oscars, winning an
Academy Award as Best
Foreign Language Film.
The festival hosted an
unprecedented array
of stars, all in love

Vera and Giuliano Gemma

with Italy, a country that hangs on to its
traditions but at the same time has always
been open to changes.
The highly energized evening was
attended by Bono Vox, frontman of the
rock band U2 and Oscar-nominated for
his original song “Ordinary Love,” that
he composed for the film “Mandela:
Long Walk to Freedom.” Al Pacino, the
unforgettable star of many milestone
movies that have impacted the history of
US cinema, presented the Irish artist’s
award. Particularly moving was the
encounter between Bono and Táta Vega,
who sang and acted in Morgan Neville’s
documentary “20 Feet from Stardom,”
which was named Best Documentary
Film of the Year by LA Italia and won an
Oscar in the same category. Táta’s voice
enchanted the theatre audience including
Bono Vox and Alexandre Desplat, who
composed the music for Stephen Frears’
“Philomena.”
Another award was given to ItalianAmerican film director David O.
Russell, whose “American Hustle” was
a contender for a number of Academy
Awards. Vicedomini’s festival was
attended by a number of notable guests,

including: Quentin Tarantino, John
Travolta, Toni Servillo, Roberto Faenza,
Eli Roth, Steve Coogan, Paolo Genovese,
Elisabetta Canalis, Enzo d’Alò, Anita
Kravos and Francesco De Gregori,
the popular Italian songwriter, who
delighted the audience with a special
performance of his greatest hits.
Los Angeles, Italia 2014 also hosted a
preview of Noam Murro’s anticipated
movie “300: Rise of an Empire” which
was produced by Gianni Nunnari and
Mark Canton, and presented the Jack
Valenti Legend Award to Angelica
Huston, daughter of John Huston who
won an Oscar for “Prizzi’s Honor.”
Also, Somali-American actor Barkhad
Abdi was honored for “Captain
Philips,” a film starring Tom Hanks
and revolving around the hijacking of
the US ship Maersk Alabama.

Remembering

Christoph Waltz and Franco Nero

Mark Canton, Barkhad Abdi and Gianni Nunnari

ettore scola

Italian film director Ettore Scola, a
master of socially relevant movies
and Italian style comedies, passed
away in January, at the age of 84.
Through his films, he was able to
explore and describe his country with
a touch of criticism and piercing irony,
revealing typical Italian contradictions,
faults and manias, representing
the greatness and meanness of its
evolving society.
His unforgettable movies are refined
works mostly set against the workingclass environment, where drama
blends with comedy, and bitterness
melts into nostalgia and sarcasm,
and which have often represented a
tremendous career opportunity to some
of the most prominent performers of
Italian cinema.
Scola was a four-time Best Foreign
Language Oscar nominee for
“A Special Day” (with Marcello
Mastroianni and Sophia Loren), “Viva
l’Italia!”, “Le bal” and “The Family”.
His most recent and final film was
“How Strange To Be Named Federico”,
a documentary film dedicated to
Federico Fellini which was screened at
the 2013 Venice Film Festival.

51

Graham Moore
Fabio and Antonella Testi

Stefania Rocca and Jacqueline Bisset

2015

The big feast of Italian
cinema in Hollywood
celebrated its 10th Anniversary from
February 15 to 21, 2015 at the TLC
Chinese Theatre in Los Angeles,
bringing together stars from the
International show business arena and
Italian filmmakers and performers –
ambassadors of our industry to world –
along with participants and attendees of
the 2015 Academy Awards.
Queen of this special edition was the
legendary Liza Minnelli, a performer
rich in formidable magnetism and
extraordinary stage presence, who was
celebrated with a standing ovation by
the Chinese Theater audience, alongside
her friends Mark Canton, Tony Renis
and Franco Nero. During the tribute the
artist spoke of her Italian origins and
the emotion she felt when she won an
Oscar for Bob Fosse’s “Cabaret” in 1973.
Minnelli received the 2015 Jack Valenti
Award.
Young actor Ellar Coltrane, star of
Richard Linklater’s “Boyhood,” won the
2015 LA, Italia Excellence Award. Other
accolades were bestowed on Morten
Tyldum, the director of “The Imitation
Game” and on young screenwriter
Graham Moore, who earned a Best
Adapted Screenplay Oscar for the biopic
dedicated to British mathematician Alan
Turing.
The traditional event at the Italian
Institute of Culture in Los Angeles
was attended by an exceptional guest:
Milena Canonero, one of the brightest
Italian artists whose talent is respected
in Hollywood and in the rest of the
world. A few days later she received her
fourth Oscar as Best Costume Designer
for Wes Anderson’s acclaimed “Grand
Budapest Hotel.”
The LA, Italia Excellence Award
was given to Italian tenor Vittorio
Grigolo, who on the opening night
of the Festival paid tribute to Frank
Sinatra’s legend singing his evergreen
songs. Sinatra, “the Voice” of the
20th century, who was so fond of his
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Jimmy Kimmel

Italian background, was remembered by
the Festival also for his commitment to
human rights, a fact which most people
ignored. In the early Fifties he was at the
forefront to defend the rights of black
people, fighting alongside his close
friend Sammy Davis Jr. His professional
and private life has always been marked
by his charitable contributions for
children in need.

Liz Solari

At the Hollywood Chinese Theatre, there
was a warm welcome for Rory Kennedy,
the director of “Last Days in Vietnam”,
nominated to the Academy Award as
Best Documentary, and Jimmy Kimmel,
one of the most beloved American TV
entertainers, whose mother’s ancestors
came from Ischia while his father’s family
originated from Germany. “Everybody
knows that nothing good has ever
been generated by Italian and German
alliances,” declared the comedian, “And I
certainly validate this rule. When a strong
earthquake hit Ischia, my family decided
to leave their hometown and move to
America. They settled in California,
because they did not want to be troubled
by earthquakes anymore!”
Other guests of the 10th edition of Los
Angeles, Italia included: The King of
American Comedy John Landis, soul
singer Aloe Blacc, actor Vincent Spano,
Italian performers Raoul Bova, Luca
Zingaretti, Marco Risi, Paolo Genovese,
Marco Pontecorvo, Fabio Testi,
Sebastiano Somma, teenage idol Leo
Howard and the beautiful Hermione
Corfield, a star of “Mission Impossibile:
Rogue Nation” and “Mr. Holmes”.

Luca Zingaretti

Marta Gastini
Sebastiano Somma
Morten Tyldum

e
m
o
c
l
e
w

HOLLYWOOD HIGHLIGHTS:
to the walk of fame
Leron Gubler
President Hollywood Chamber of Commerce

O

n behalf of the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, I am pleased to congratulate everyone
who is associated with the 11th Annual Los Angeles, Italia - Film, Fashion and Art Fest,
taking place from February 21st to 28th at the historic TLC Chinese Theatre in Hollywood.
What a great opportunity to celebrate Italian cinema, art and culture in or own backyard!
The love affair between America and Italy has a long-standing tradition. Whether it is Italy’s
wonderful cuisine, incredible landscapes, culture, history or film, Americans love it. And
here in Los Angeles, we have a special affinity for Italy.
Numerous people of Italian origins settled here, in such places as San Pedro, where they
became a mainstay of the fishing fleet. Hollywood is the home of the Feast of San Gennaro,
which has recently concluded its annual festival. The event, sponsored by late night TV
personality Jimmy Kimmel, of Italian descent, attracts thousands of people who enjoy
Italian food, music and culture.
The contribution of Italian artists to the world of International entertainment, has also been
officially acknowledged on the Walk of Fame, the famous Hollywood thoroughfare which pays
tribute to the most popular celebrities whose brilliant careers in the world of cinema, radio,
music, theatre and television, are honored with a “star.” To date, seven Italian artists have been
inducted in the Walk of Fame: Conductor Arturo Toscanini, Tenor Enrico Caruso, legendary
performer Rodolfo Valentino, the two extraordinary actresses Anna Magnani and Sophia
Loren, film director Bernardo Bertolucci and singer Andrea Bocelli. The latter was the latest
Italian to receive the coveted star with his name on it, shining golden on Hollywood Boulevard,
where it can be admired by millions of tourists from every part of the world. And soon another
Italian celebrity could be the recipient of a well-deserved star: Ennio Morricone, the beloved
music composer whose talent contributed to the timeless fame of so many movies.
Let me also take the opportunity to congratulate the Festival director Pascal Vicedomini.
Eight years ago I was able to attend the 12th edition of Capri, Hollywood – the International
Film Festival, another of the renowned events that he produces. I was very impressed with
what he has accomplished as he was able to create a first-class festival that like LA, Italia has
had a remarkable history and a formidable future in the years ahead. We look forward to the
continued growth of all of the Italian Film Festivals under his leadership.
Best wishes for a successful and enjoyable festival!

Ennio and Anna
Morricone

Andrea Bocelli (2010)

Bernardo Bertolucci (2013)
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EVERYBODY WANTS TO BE ITALIAN

American history is rich with artists of Italian descent
who HAVE left their mark on the country

E

ntertainment, Their presence has been
influential in the world of politics,
entertainment, science, sports and
literature. The contribution given by Italians
to the history and culture of America is
invaluable. The creativity, talent and hard
work that characterized the descendants of
the Italian migrants who left their country to
seek their fortune overseas, has been crucial
to the evolution of American society.
Italian-Americans are proud of their roots
and of the prestige they were able to gain in
the States.
From Fiorello La Guardia to Joe Di Maggio,
from Frank Sinatra to Mario Cuomo,
from Don DeLillo to Franco Modigliani,
from Frank Zappa to Madonna, from Jay
Leno to Jimmy Kimmel – generations of
Italian-Americans are a precious legacy
which honors the nation that has welcomed
them as well as the land of their ancestors,
and creates a strong link between the two
countries.
Italian genius has largely contributed also
to the development of US cinema. From
Rodolfo Valentino’s legend to Tarantino’s
incendiary talent, a great number of ItalianAmericans shine brightly in the Hollywood
galaxy. Frank Capra, Vincent and Liza
Minnelli, Henry, Jane and Peter Fonda,
Martin Scorsese, Francis Ford Coppola,
Robert De Niro, Al Pacino, John Travolta,
Brian De Palma, Sylvester Stallone, Ann
Bancroft, Leonardo DiCaprio all share old
Italian roots and deserve the acclaim and
respect of the film community for their
inborn and full-fledged artistic nature.
Another outstanding personality of Italian
descent is Bradley Cooper, one of the
most brilliant artists of his generation,
a three-time Oscar nominee for “Silver
Linings Playbook,” “American Hustle” and
“American Sniper.” Cooper’s Italian origins
are through his mother, whose parents are
Angelo Campano, an ex-police officer from
Naples and Assunta Campano, an energetic
woman from Abruzzo, who
inherited her passion for
cooking. When asked if
he feels his Italian origin,
he answers: “Absolutely! I
feel it in everything. In my
values, morals, upbringing,
attachment to family, love
for good food.”
Bradley Cooper’s popularity
is partly due to his
partnership with David O.
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Russell, a film director, screenwriter and
producer who still has the same energy,
ambition and courage as when he first
began in the business. A true superstar of
US cinema, he is always able to obtain the
best from the talented performers who
work with him. Celebrated and appreciated
throughout Hollywood, especially by the
stars who have worked with him: Robert De
Niro, George Clooney, Jennifer Lawrence,
Dustin Hoffman, Bradley Cooper, Naomi
Watts, Christian Bale, Amy Adams,
Melissa Leo, Jude Law amongst others.
Many wonder if his ability to establish
harmonious and deep connections with
his actors may be generated by his Italian
origin. Russell’s maternal
grand-parents, Frank Muzio
and Filomena Brancata were
born respectively in Craco
and Ferrandina, two small
villages in near Matera, a town
in Basilicata often visited by
Bradley’s father, Bernard, of
Jewish and Russian descent.
Russell loves Italy and takes
every opportunity to visit his
ancestors’ country. His most
recent journey was in 2014
when he traveled to Capri to
receive the Italian-American
Rick Nicita and Paula Wagner
Icon Award.

Peter Fonda

John Travolta

Bradley Cooper

Nancy Brilli
and Robert Davi

Marco Beltrami

Dina and Martha De Laurentiis

David O. Russel
Art Furia and Danny De Vito

Renato Balestra and Melissa Leo

Giuliana Depandi and her parents Eduardo and Anna

Antonio Cupo and Marta Gastini Richard Harrison

John Savage

Mira and Paul Sorvino

Michael Giacchino

Steven Seagal

Mauro Fiore and wife

Henry Fonda

Jane Fonda

the fondas

A Hollywood Dynasty

Jane and Peter Fonda – whose father is acting royalty Henry Fonda - belong to
one of the most prominent families of American cinema.
Beautiful Jane Fonda has always been able to successfully explore the zeitgeist.
Glibly moving from being an anti-war activist to a worldwide popular fitness
guru, she has always remained above all an actress, standing out as one of the
best performers of her generation and earning two Oscars – for “Klute” (1971)
and “Coming home” (1978). However, her entire career includes some of the
best movies of that time: Sidney Pollack’s “They Shoot Horses, Don’t They?”; Fred
Zinneman’s “Julia”; James Bridges’ “The China Syndrome”; and Mark Rydell’s
“On Golden Pond” where she worked alongside her father when she reconciled
with him after many years of estrangement.
Peter Fonda’s best known film is “Easy Rider,” a manifesto for freedom, a classic
‘on the road’ story set against the rebellious 60’s, with the hippies, the drug
culture and the sexual revolution. In 1997 he played the lead in “Ulee’s Gold,”
receiving his first Academy Award nomination as Best Actor.

Tyrone jr. and Romina Power

Clarissa Burt

Rodrigo Santoro

Vincent Spano

Linda and Sebastian
Harrison

Keith Corradine and Louis Nero

Maria Bello

F. Murray Abraham
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Celebratingy
italian creativit

SHAUL KUBA
Principal, CIM Group

Dear Friends,
It is with great pleasure that we
welcome the 2016 Los Angeles, Italia
Festival to Hollywood & Highland
Center. On behalf of CIM Group, I
wish to welcome the filmmakers and
attendees who will once again celebrate
the excellence of Italian cinema in the
very heart of Hollywood!
We wish to salute our dear friend
Pascal Vicedomini, the Founder and
Executive Director of the ‘Capri in the
World Institute’. He is a true guiding
force whose vision is able to bring the
extraordinary Italian culture to the
people of California
We hope that you will enjoy the festival
and your time at the Hollywood &
Highland Center!
Kind regards,
Shaul Kuba

Annat and Shaul Kuba

DUSTIN
HOFFMAN
ROXANNE LOWIT

THE MAGIC LIFE OF

STARS IN DRAMATIC “MEDICI”

Yvonne Sciò

Directed by Yvonne Sciò, the documentary
film tells about the life and artistic work of
Roxanne Lowit. Starting from her exploits at
Studio 54 to her contemporary days, the movie delves into the most personal moments of
the great New York photographer’s career and
analyzes her groundbreaking impact on the
world of photography, as one of the first artists
who visually captured the movements of the
jet set in the ‘70s. She was able to chronicle a
fascinating period of time through a number
of exclusive pictures, supported by the stories
provided by her friends and collaborators: from
Heidi Klum to Giambattista Valli and David
LaChapelle as well as Franca Sozzani, editor-inchief of Vogue Italia and Uomo Vogue.

The town of Florence is once again at the
center of a new international production,
“The Medicis”, a TV series about the world
renowned Florentine dynasty who lived
through the Italian Renaissance, and who
has always been an object of attention and
admiration worldwide.
The eight-episode TV co-production involving Lux Vide and Big Light, will star two
exceptional performers: Dustin Hoffman
and Richard Madden, respectively playing
the parts of Giovanni and Cosimo de’
Medici. With their shady family plots and
the countless enemies who tried to oppose their rise to power, the Medicis are the
perfect subject for a TV series.

63

THE LOS ANGELES, ITALIA GENERATION
Talented filmmaker Enrico Iannaccone is among
the Italian artists who are ready for the international spotlight

Antonella Cocco

dir. Enrico Iannaccone – 97’

T
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GOLDEN PARACHUTE

Associate Producer LA Italia

o create a solid bridge between Italy and the
United States, two countries that despite their
differences have always been analogous, is one of
the most heartfelt objectives of Los Angeles, Italia.
The festival has long been involved in the promotion
of Italian talents who contribute to the great Italian
film tradition, and are often acclaimed abroad.
Since the festival’s debut in 2006, many young
Italian performers have had the opportunity to
make their mark in Hollywood – especially during
the awards season, the time of year when the whole
world is focused on the Capital of the global cinema.
Raoul Bova, Carlo Carlei, Claudia Gerini, Enrico
Lo Verso, Marco Pontecorvo, Riccardo Scamarcio,
Maria Sole Tognazzi, Kim Rossi Stuart, Carolina
Crescentini, Isabella Ragonese, Adriano Giannini,
Pappi Corsicato and Fabio De Luigi are well
established “assets” of our film industry who are now
ready to be recognized in Hollywood.
The 11th edition of the festival has decided to bet on
Enrico Iannaccone, a Neapolitan artist to the bone, rich
with genius-like talent and a profound and complex
artistic personality, who emerged three years ago thanks
to the short movie, “L’esecuzione,” the story of a young
gangster who is divided between his job as a hit man and
his assistance to his sick and bedridden mother. It’s a
harsh and painful tale which earned Iannaccone a David
di Donatello Award (Italy’s equivalent of the Oscar) as
Best Short Movie of the Year. At the recent edition of
the Capri, Hollywood – The International Film Festival,
Iannaccone presented his first full length movie, “The
Golden Parachute”, which revolves around the inner
balance of a teacher who is turning 60 and who, afraid of
solitude, decides to marry a much younger man.
Iannaccone is one of the young Italian filmmakers who
will gather at LA, Italia to be welcomed as one of the global
industry’s rising stars.
Another talent looking for International fame is
Massimo Natale with the movie “The Interpreter”, an
Italian-Polish co-production that tells a story of love,
education, rebellion and freedom. Anna and Andrei,
who collaborate on the translation of a diary, are
confronted with a mystery that will force them to deal
with their different cultures, ultimately developing a
burning passion.
And last but not least are Massimo Gaudioso, who
will present the worldwide premiere of “An (Almost)
Perfect Country” and Valentina Reggio, a true
‘revelation’ in “Loving only you” along with many
other young Italian artists chasing their dream in the
so-called “Movie Mecca”.

valentina

Terrified of old age and
loneliness, professor Lucrezia Sembiante decides to
restrain her nymphomaniac
impulses and marry a young
boy. However, the last encounter with her historic
“friend with benefit” Marco
Macaluso, a happy-go-lucky
and unscrupulous entrepreneur, will force her to
squarely face the nature of
her fears, her choices and
her future.

a new star is born

Massimo Natale

Enrico Iannaccone

Marco Pontecorvo

Valeria Solarino

Acting is a cure for the soul. Beautiful, amusing and talented, Valentina Reggio is a young actress from Piemonte
who discovered her true calling in Rome. After attending
Giampiero Ingrassia’s Academy of Theatre and Musical,
she landed roles on the small and big screens, where she
had the opportunity of working with extraordinary artists
who helped her hone her skills and find true gratification.
Her latest appearance is in a highly successful comedy: “Io
che amo solo te,” directed by Marco Ponti and based on the
Luca Bianchini novel.

mistress
of ceremonies
Marco Simon Puccioni, Valeria Golino and Francesco Scianna

Alessandra Mastronardi

Massimo Bonetti

denny
mendez
Italian actress and top
model, of Caribbean
origins, who in 1996
won the Miss Italia title
in Salsomaggiore, is still
one of the most attractive women in the Italian
entertainment industry.
And now she is ready
to be acclaimed in the
States where she will
be the 2016 Los Angeles, Italia’s Mistress of
Ceremonies

Carlo Carlei

Caterina Shulha
Federico Rossi

Maria Sole Tognazzi
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the music
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LA, ITALIA PROMOTES

musicians

and

of italy

Vincenzo Mollica, Madalina Ghenea and Zucchero

M
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usic has always been an integral part of LA,
Italia’s dna. From its inception 11 years ago it
has promoted the extraordinary Italian music and the
talented composers and musicians whose inspirational
songs and scores have contributed to the success of
many motion pictures. As much as films and actors
are the festival’s heartbeat, in recent years some of the
greatest Italian musicians have participated in its events,
delivering some truly poignant performances to the
delight of the festival’s audience.
The first nod goes to Maestro Ennio Morricone, one of the
most respected composers and orchestra conductors in the
world, who in 2007 received – from the hands of his longtime friend Clint Eastwood – a Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Academy, and who has been recently
nominated for another Oscar for the evocative musical
score composed for Quentin Tarantino’s groundbreaking
and gruesome western, The Hateful Eight.
A big thanks goes to the legendary Tony Renis, “Mr.
Quando Quando”, one of best known Italian musicians and
producers in the United States, who has always been an
avid supporter of our festival and a staunch believer of the
cultural bridge that we build between the two countries.
LA, Italia has traditionally hosted an array of incredible
Italian artists on its stage. For example, the memorable
surprise appearance by Vasco Rossi, one of the first
Italian musician who came to the fore in the ‘80s as a true
“rock’n’roll” artist and soon became an inspiration
to entire generations of fans. Vasco has been the
acclaimed “Rebel With A Cause”, still able to generate
sold out concerts after 30 years. In 2013 it was
Zucchero’s turn: His “unplugged” performance at
the Grammy Museum and at the Chinese Theatre
in Hollywood, commemorated a documentary film
about him which was screened at the festival.
In the past few years the festival was graced by such
music luminaries as Stefano Bollani, a highly talented
pianist who loves blending jazz with traditional Italian
and foreign repertoires; Flutist Andrea Giminelli,
and top Italian singers who represent past and
present music tradition: Ron, Peppino Di Capri, Andrea
Mingardi, Massimo Ranieri, and Vittorio Grigolo.
Last year, LA, Italia hosted the Californian debut of beloved
Italian songwriter Francesco De Gregori. His praised live
performance was a testament to the profound connection he
has been able to establish with American culture, which has
always been an important reference point over the course
of his long and blessed career, culminating – last October –
with the release of an album where he covered the songs of
the most popular American songwriter of the 20th century,
Mr. Bob Dylan.

Neil Portnow

Siedah Garrett and Francesco De Gregori

Vasco Rossi and Stefano Salvati
Rossana and Andrea Griminelli

Tony Renis and Robert Davi

Ron

Enzo
Gragnaniello

Stefano Bollani

Peppino Di Capri
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79° MAGGIO MUSICALE FIORENTINO
ZUBIN MEHTA
For his 80th birthday
—
OPERA DI FIRENZE
Opening night
24th April 2016, 6 pm
—
Piano Sir András Schiff
Orchestra and Chorus of the Maggio Musicale
Fiorentino
—
Ludwig van Beethoven
Piano Concerto No. 5 in E-ﬂat major, op. 73
Emperor Concerto
Symphony n. 9 in D minor, op. 125

ZUBIN MEHTA
—
OPERA DI FIRENZE
18th June 2016, 8 pm
—
Orchestra and Chorus of the Maggio Musicale
Fiorentino
—
Ludwig van Beethoven
Missa Solemnis

© Michele Borzoni / TerraProject / Contrasto

WIENER PHILARMONIKER
ZUBIN MEHTA
—
OPERA DI FIRENZE
9th May 2016, 8 pm
—
Ludwig van Beethoven
Symphony n. 6 in F major, op. 68 Pastorale
Symphony n. 7 in A major, op. 92

ZUBIN MEHTA
DIANA DAMRAU
—
OPERA DI FIRENZE
9th June 2016, 8 pm
—
Soprano Diana Damrau
Orchestra of the Maggio Musicale Fiorentino
—
Arias by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
and Johann Strauss Jr.

Info and tickets
www.operadiﬁrenze.it

&
de laurentiis
aurelio luigi

italian tycoons

F

rom producing films to the management of the
Napoli Soccer Club: Aurelio De Laurentiis is
a leading Italian entrepreneur with a worldwide
reputation.
De Laurentiis is one of the last Italian tycoons, gifted
with an excellent business instinct, the ability to create
trends and to adapt to social change and free from
prejudice and hypocrisy of any kind.
According to the American trade paper “Variety”:
“He radiates a genuine ‘grandeur’ generated by the
admiration he is able to arouse in the mainstream
audience with whom he has established a long and
respected relationship blessed by his natural propensity
to please their tastes and fulfill their wishes. Aurelio
has an innate sense of business, a natural gusto for
pop culture and an inclination to take up professional
challenges”.
Son of Luigi and nephew of Dino, Aurelio was born in
Naples in 1949, the last heir of the De Laurentiis dynasty
that largely contributed to the immortality of Italian
cinema. Over the course of his lifelong career he has produced
and distributed more than 400 movies, working alongside such
directors as Mario Monicelli, Carlo Verdone, Ettore Scola, Ridley
Scott, David Cronenberg, Luc Besson, Paul Haggis, Joel and Ethan
Coen, David Lynch, and Roberto Benigni, to name but a few.
Aurelio has always been totally aware of what he was doing as well
as how and for whom he was doing it: His “cinepanettoni”, the
typical Italian Christmas comedies of his own invention, are all
time box office winners that launched the comic duo Massimo
Boldi and Cristian De Sica, whose amusing and irreverent clichés
have become an essential part of the Italian film landscape. The
Guinness World of Book Records has acknowledged his thirty
Christmas comedies as the longest film series of all time.
During his career Aurelio has earned over 50 Golden Tickets
(for his movies’ box office results), 15 David di Donatello
Awards, 7 Golden Globe Awards from the Hollywood Foreign
Press, and 7 Nastri d’Argento Awards from the

National Union of Italian Film Journalists. On May 23, 2014 the
American University in Rome presented him with an Honorary
Humane Letters Degree to celebrate “His long and successful
career as well as his contribution to the Italian and International
film and sports industries”.
Apart from cinema, soccer is his other big passion. In 2004 he
took over the historical Napoli Calcio Club and in a just a few
years he succeeded in qualifying it for Serie A, turning it into one
of the most competitive soccer teams in Europe. Napoli is the
only Italian club that in the past five years took part in all of the
European Cups, including two Champions League competitions,
beating such prestigious clubs as Manchester City, Borussia
Dortmund, Olympique Marsiglia, Chelsea and Arsenal. At the
moment Napoli dominates the Italian Football Championship.
Aurelio De Laurentiis is married to Jacqueline Baudit and has
three children: Luigi, Valentina and Edoardo.
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the newkingsTHEof
comedy
art of screenwriting
Antonio Albanese, Alessandro Siani, Carlo Verdone and Checco Zalone
are the living proof that Italians’ favorite genre is an entertaining
comedy able to capture the peculiarities of our fast-changing society.

C

omedy is still the film genre appreciated by most
Italians, according to recent box office grosses whose
unparalleled winner is beloved comedian Checco Zalone.
His latest release “Quo Vado?” broke all records, beating
such colossal movies as “Avatar”.
Checco Zalone – pseudonym of Luca Pasquale Medici – is
deserving of his popularity: his films are the results of his
tireless and perfectionistic work made of numerous rewrites and a close collaboration with his favorite director
Gennaro Nunziante. Zalone’s comic quality is free from
prejudices and mirrors our contemporary life, inventing
characters who belong to the present, and addressing the
audience as if it was his accomplice, inviting it to a constant
suspension of disbelief.
“Quo Vado”’s leading character is a State employee who
encourages corruption and the patronage system but who is
forced to change. “Quo vado?” is a movie full of optimism
which suggests that we should not fear inevitable changes or the
end of the old social model because incredible improvements
await us. Is this true? Not really, but we like to think so, and
maybe this is also one of the secrets of his extraordinary success.
His ability of incarnating an incredible array of unforgettable
characters, his pronounced observation capacity, his talent for
interpreting and directing at the same time: These are the most
obvious artistic gifts of Carlo Verdone who has always admitted
how such artists as Fregoli, Petrolini and Alberto Sordi have
had a profound influence on him. Verdone is one of the most
beloved Italian actors and directors, as he incarnates the natural
heir of the “Italian Way Comedy”, which was so instrumental in
narrating – to the whole world - the many faces of Italian society.
Over the course of his almost forty year long career, Verdone has
staged – with his unique taste and sensitiveness – the obsessions,
twitches and contradictions of the Italian middle class, more and
more deprived of its traditional role as well as of the role models
on which its public and private life was based. His latest movie,
“L’abbiamo fatta grossa” which pairs him with Antonio Albanese,
is a hilarious comedy about the madness of our contemporary
times; It shattered every box office record during its weekend
opening.
But among the new kings of Italian comedy we cannot forget
Alessandro Siani, the Neapolitan comedian who in the past ten
years has emerged as a film, TV and theatre star. His directorial
debut dates back to 2013 with “Il principe abusivo”, the box
office gross which has now become a popular play that will be
touring throughout Italy.
After “Immaturi” and “Tutta colpa di Freud”, Roman director
Paolo Genovese is out with a new comedy starring
an outstanding cast: Marco Giallini, Valerio
Mastandrea, Alba Rorwacher, Edoardo Leo,
Giuseppe Battiston, Kasia Smutniak. “Perfetti
sconosciuti” is a comedy about love, friendship,
betrayal and… smartphones! This black comedy
could become the real surprise of the season.
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Carlo Verdone and Antonio Albanese

L’ABBIAMO FATTA GROSSA

massimo

N

apoli, the South of Italy and filmmaking. Massimo Gaudioso
is one of the most acknowledged and appreciated
screenwriters on the Italian film landscape, whose
extraordinary talent has been feeding the comedies
of Neapolitan playwright De Filippo, on the
irresistible comic talent of such timeless artists
as Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton, Jacques Tati
and Jerry Lewis, as well as on screwball comedies,
from Lubitsch to Billy Wilder and Nanni Moretti’s
original wit. Massimo has written almost all the
movies directed by Matteo Garrone, with whom
he has established a blessed artistic partnership.
The duo worked together from the beautiful
“Estate romana” to the recent “The Tale of the
Tales”, a visionary screen version of Giambattista
Basile’s fairy tales. However, Gaudioso’s name is
not only linked to the “Gomorrah” filmmaker.
He is also the writer of Gianni De Gregorio’s
brilliant comedy “Pranzo di Ferragosto”, and Luca
Massimo Gaudioso
Miniero’s sleeper hit “Benvenuti al Sud”.

gaudioso

dir. Carlo Verdone– 112’

Actor Yuri Pelagatti, traumatized by his recent separation,
can’t rememeber his lines on stage. Arturo Merlino is a
private investigator still living with his old aunt. Yuri wants
proof of his ex-wife’s infidelity and hires Arturo thinking he
is a super investigator. But Arturo is nothing short of a disaster! Mistakingly they end up gaining posession of a suitcase
containing…. 1 million Euros! A series of funny calamities
and crazy adventures lead up to an unexpected finale.
Marco Ponti

THE EXTREMELY TALENTED

PAOLA CORTELLESI

“One, No One and One Hundred Thousand”, is the title of Pirandello’s classic novel, and it best describes Paola Cortellesi, one
of the most versatile performers in the Italian entertainment industry. Paola is a brilliant artist gifted with extraordinary talent
and an outstanding personality that has led her towards the best
professional choices.
Born in Rome, Cortellesi began her show business career when
she was just 13 years old, singing the most popular jingle of
the ‘80s, “Cacao Meravigliao”, for “Indietro tutta!”, the cult TV
show hosted by Renzo Arbore. Actress, screenwriter, singer,
impressionist and showgirl, Paola has always been praised for
her genero- sity, kindness and elegance by all the filmmakers
who have had the pleasure of working with her.
After making a name for herself as a stand-up
comedian, she emerged on the big screen as an
irresistible comedic actress who can easily delve
into drama, and is able to convincingly explore
such contemporary scenarios as the consequences of unemployement, mental disorders and
genre discrimination, in movies like “Se fossi in
te,” “C’è chi dice no,” “Scusate se esisto!” “Gli
ultimi saranno ultimi.”
Paola Cortellesi and Massimiliano Bruno

Alessandro Siani and Fabio De Luigi

Checco Zalone

PERFECT STRANGERS
dir. Paolo Genovese – 97’

Each and every one of us has three lives: a public
one, a private one and a secret one. Not so long
ago that secret one was well protected in the archives of our memory, today it is in our sim cards.
What could possibly happen if that little sim card
were to start talking?
After “Immature” and “All Freud’s Fault” Paolo
Genovese directs a brilliant comedy on friendship, love and betrayal, which brings on a confrontation between four couples and their discovery that they are actually “Perfect Strangers”.
Paolo Genovese and the cast of “Perfect Strangers”
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Production ﬁnance for
foreign movies to be shot in Italy
Sources of ﬁnance
UPDATES!

UNLIMITED BUDGET
TV - INCLUDED
EURO / USD REACHING PARITY
SOURCES OF FINANCE

1. ITALIAN TAX CREDIT
25% of all eligible costs (Italian & Eu costs) on a W.I.P. Basis

2. REGIONAL FUNDS
Depending on region, length and spend

3. COMMUNICATION / BRAND
Product / Plot Placement

Make Italy a viable
ﬁnancial option
for your movie

4. ITALIAN RIGHTS
Full Rights
ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRODUCTIONS IN ITALY: 2014-2015
TITLE

DIRECTED BY

007- SPECTRE

Sam Mendez

BEN HUR

Timur Bekmambetov

ALL ROADS LEAD TO ROME

Ella Lemhagen

ZOOLANDER 2

Ben Stiller

POINT BREAK 2

Ericson Core

CHRIST THE LORD

Cyrus Nowrasteh

INFERNO

Ron Howard

EVEREST

Baltasar Kormakur

CineFinance Italia s.r.l.
Via Settembrini, n. 30
00195 Rome - Italy
Tel. +39 06 3219426
vm@cineﬁnanceitalia.com
www.cineﬁnanceitalia.com

Koch Media s.r.l.
Via Ripamonti, n.89
20141 Milano – Italy
Tel. +39 02 57374223
u.bettini@kochmedia.com
www.kochmedia.com

Team:

Activities:
CineFinance Italia is a ﬁlm ﬁnancing and production company. It’s team includes very experienced
professionals and a network of associated companies dealing with ﬁlm ﬁnancing, legal, business
affairs production and distribution.

ANDREA ZOSO
CEO
CineFinance Italia

UMBERTO BETTINI
CEO
Koch Media

OUR MAIN SERVICES FOR FEATURE FILMS PRODUCERS AND DISTRIBUTORS
EXTERNAL TAX CREDIT FOR ITALIAN PRODUCERS
CineFinance will pitch selected features Films to its pool of investors to provide equity
ﬁnancing and complete your gap ﬁnancing via the investments under the italian tax credit
law and equity investments.

TAX CREDIT FOR FOREIGN PRODUCERS

Highlights:

Foreign producers may be granted up to 25% of the eligible costs. We endeavor to maximize
this for your feature and complement this with other sources of soft monies available in Italy
and the EU.

POINT BREAK 2
Director: E. Core
Talents: E. Ramirez,
T. Palmer, R. Winstone

TALE OF TALES
Director: M. Garrone
Talents: S. Hayek, T. Jones,
J.C. Reilly, V. Cassel,
A. Rohrwacher

ALL ROADS LEAD TO ROME
Director: E. Lemhagen
Talents: S. J. Parker, R. Bova,
C. Cardinale, P. Vega

ANIME NERE
Director: F. Munzi
Talents: M. Leonardi,
P. Mazzotta, F. Ferracane,
B. Bobulova

THE GREAT BEAUTY
Director: P. Sorrentino
Talents: S. Ferilli, T. Servillo

WALKING ON SUNSHINE
Directors: M. Giwa, D. Pasquini
Talents: A. Scholey, H. Arterton,
G. Berruti, G. Wise, K. Brand,
L. Lewis

YOUTH
Director: P. Sorrentino
Talents: M. Caine, H. Keitel,
J. Fonda, R. Weisz

A BIGGER SPLASH
Director: L. Guadagnino
Talents: T. Swinton, R. Fiennes,
M. Schoenaerts, D. Johnson

ACCESS TO REGIONAL FUNDING
Italy has a well-organized network of local and regional ﬁlm commissions that may assist
and often provide ﬁnancial and logistic beneﬁts to international productions. We constantly
monitor Regional laws and are able to assist and give support to all investors and production
companies in order to access such support and maximize the beneﬁts for ﬁlm production in
Italy. This source of ﬁnancing alongside with the tax credit may reach to a level of 30% of the
eligible budget shot in Italy.

ACCESS TO LOCAL PRODUCT PLACEMENT AND PLOT PLACEMENT,
CO-MARKETING
Production companies may ﬁnd additional funding resources in Italy through product
placement, brand association, co-marketing.

FINANCING OF BENEFITS
Italian and international producers may obtain ﬁnance to reduce production cash ﬂow, via
out established partnership with the following banks: Banca Popolare di Vicenza, MPS, and
Medio Credito Italiano.

ACCESS TO CREDIT FACILITIES THROUGH LOCAL PARTNERS
Our partners have the ability to structure unique ﬁnancing vehicles that are not available in
the traditional lending markets.
Last but not least...

MIA MADRE
Director: N. Moretti
Talents: M. Buy, J. Turturro,
N. Moretti

HUNGRY HEARTS
Director: S. Costanzo
Talents: A. Rohrwacher, A. Driver

COMPETITIVE PRICING FOR TOP QUALITY
CineFinance Italia associated companies include major suppliers of technical equipment,
transportantion, visual effects and post-production facilities. Standing agreements with the
associated companies permits CineFinance Italia to offer very competitive prices on services
and supplies. With qualiﬁed ﬁlms CineFinance Italia may offer a portion of its production as
post-production services as an equity investment.

italy
amore mio
The highly regarded producer Mark Canton
has been Honorary Festival Chair since 2009

I

am privileged to welcome you to the 11th annual edition of the Los Angeles, Italia
Film, Fashion and Art Fest. A truly amazing week of outstanding Italian films, music
and fashion, right here in the heart of Hollywood. This could not be possible without
the leadership of Pascal and the Capri in the World Institute and the support of the
festival’s sponsors that include Chinese Theaters LLC, the Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce, the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Cinema Department of the
Italian Ministry of Culture, Cinecittà Studios, the Italian Consulate, the Italian Trade
Commission, and the Italian Institute of Culture in Los Angeles amongst others. This
festival, which comes on the eve of the 88th Academy Awards®, celebrates the unique
artistic connection between Italy and the United States — especially with Maestro
Ennio Morricone, whose splendid music for “The Hateful Eight” has recently received
an Oscar nomination as Best Original Score — and marks the beginning of
another exciting new year for Hollywood. A year which will hopefully see the
continuation of a most impressive spurt in the global box office, along with the
growth of new technologies that will enhance the production and the release of
theatrical motion pictures. A year which will motivate movie-goers to leave their
homes and go to movie theatres in record numbers to see films that entertain
and inform about the complex world that we work and live in. As filmmakers and
entertainers we can allow nothing to stand in the way of what audiences expect
and demand, in any language or format, which are good stories, well-told in a
visually exciting and an emotionally stirring way.
So let’s lift a glass or two of tasty Italian vino and toast the talented filmmakers,
craftspeople and performing artists from Los Angeles and Italy who have come
together to celebrate the love of a great industry that we and they share together.
MARK CANTON
Honorary Chairman, LA Italia

de niro&dicaprio

Mark Canton

THE FAMILY

Mark, Dorothy and Henry Canton

BEST FRIENDs
face off forscorsese CINEMA:
Eddie Murphy
is Mr. Church

forever

Mark Canton and Dennis Hopper
What would happen if Robert De Niro and Leonardo DiCaprio had
to audition for the same role?
“The Audition” a 15-minute short movie where the two superstars
face off against each other in front of another Italian-American icon:
filmmaker Martin Scorsese, succinctly answers the question. It’s up
to Scorcese to decide who will win the part, triggering a fierce and
amusing competition which doesn’t spare pranks and underhanded
tricks between the two. But who will the winner be? A surprising turn
of events awaits with the unexpected appearance of Brad Pitt!
At a cost of $70 million, “The Audition” served as a promotional
piece for casinos in Macau and in the Philippines. The short film
reunited De Niro and Scorsese, whose long and fruitful partnership
resulted in eight films together, including such masterpieces as
“Taxi Driver”, “Raging Bull” and “Goodfellas”.

TELEVISION:

50 Cent for Power

“Power” Duo, Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson and Mark Canton
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WHERE the STARS RENDEZVOUS
on the eve of the awards season

www.caprihollywood.com

jennifer
jason
leigh

“In such a difficult historical moment,
music and culture can bring people together,
despite their diversities. Art and beauty can
help us see life in a different light.”

T

his is a message of peace delivered by Israeli singer Noa at the
opening of the 20th edition of Capri, Hollywood – The International Film Festival, over which, she presided. Preceding her
proclamation, the Italian Navy band played – in Capri’s Piazzetta
– the Italian and French national anthems to commemorate the
victims of the terrorism in Paris. The band was then presented with
the Peace Award by Noa and pianist Giovanni Allevi.
During its 20 years of existence, “Capri, Hollywood” has established
itself as a special platform where global films and music are celebrated. Since 1995, this annual, trendy happening, which is attended by key players of the entertainment, culture and information
industries, has re-launched the International image of the Gulf of
Naples and the whole south of Italy, contributing to turn its beautiful
locations into year-round appealing destinations.
As evidenced at the last edition (which took place from December
27, 2015 to January 2, 2016), the Blue Island’s festival has become the
ideal meeting place for show business’ leading performing artists
during the season that precedes the presentation of the industry’s
most prestigious awards – the Golden Globes, the Grammys and the
Academy Awards. Conferences, conventions, galas, performances and awards ceremonies take
place at this special festival which is
always able to detect the tastes of the
public and critics. The first guests
to land on the island – which hosted
around 80 screenings – included the
Festival President Bille August; Tony
Renis, curator of the music section;
Italian actress Paola Cortellesi and
Indian filmmaker Shekhar Kapur.
David O.Russell’s “Joy” – recipient
of an award for Best Screenplay – was
premiered at Cinema Paradiso in
Anacapri.
The movie that triumphed in Capri was

From the
Charm of Capri
to the Glitz of
the oscars!

Matthias Schoenaerts and Jennifer Jason Leigh

Quentin Tarantino’s “The Hateful Eight”, which won four awards,
for Best Film, Best Leading Actor (Samuel L. Jackson), Best Supporting Actress (Jennifer Jason Leigh) and Best Original Music Score
for Maestro Ennio Morricone.
Other major awards were presented to Jim Sheridan for his Lifetime
Achievement as a world-class filmmaker; director Cary Fukunaga
and actor Idris Elba for “Beasts of No Nation”; Sandy Powell for
the costumes of “Carol” and “Cinderella”; Matthias Schoenarts for
“The Danish Girl”; Giulia Elettra Gorietti for “Suburra”, Giuseppe
Gaudino for “Per amor vostro” (featuring the extraordinary performance of Valeria Golino, winner of Coppa Volpi at the Venice Film
Festival as Best Leading Actress) and Italian musicians Edoardo
Bennato and Giovanni Allevi.
The festival also paid tribute to the timeless myth of Brigitte Bardot,
remembering how fond the actress was of the Blue Island, where she
shot Godard’ s“Le Mepris” and where she spent her honeymoon
with her third husband. Anacapri’s Casa Rossa hosted an exhibition
accentuating Bardot’s lovely face, offering an almost obsessive
repetition of images under a play on lights and reflections and also
highlighting the eternal beauty of Villa Malaparte and the Faraglioni. It ran through January 6th.

THE BLUE ISLAND BRINGS GOOD LUCK
C

apri is truly a lucky charm! Blessed by the gods with
natural breath-taking views, it is always munificent
for those who love it. The best known celebrities from
the international show business arena can attest to how
positive it can be to visit the Blue Island during the annual
film awards season. So many movies, directors and
performers used Capri in their run for the Golden Globes
and the Oscars®. For example, after taking his dramatic
film “Ida” to last year’s edition of Capri, Hollywood –
The International Film Festival, Polish director Pavel
Pawlikowski, won major accolades, including an Oscar, a
César, and a Goya Aard as Best Foreign Movie of the Year.
And over the years, many guests of the festival benefited
from their stay in Capri. This was true for Paolo Sorrentino
with “The Great Beauty” which triumphed in Hollywood as
Best Foreign Film; for Michel Hazanavicius, director of “The
Artist” and recipient of all International awards, including
Jim Sheridan and Mena Suvari
Oscars for Best Movie and Best Director; for Australian
Geoffrey Rush who attended the festival with Scott
Hicks and Noah Taylor (director and co-star), and
was acclaimed for his performance in “Shine”, the
movie which established him on a global level and for
which he earned the prestigious gold statuette as Best
Supporting Actor. Forest Whitaker experienced his
breakthrough there with “The Last King of Scotland”,
as did Helen Mirren with “The Queen,” Melissa
Leo with “The Fighter”, and Dante Ferretti and
Francesca Lo Schiavo with Scorsese’s “The Aviator”.
These are but a few of the numerous highly-talented
performing and creative artists who began their
respective journeys on the most glamorous island in
the Gulf of Naples and later achieved nominations
Pawel Pawlikowski and Noa
for the world’s most coveted awards!

Bille August

Alessandro Cremona

Mariah Carey
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Ryan Gage

Moran Atias

Paul Haggis and Toni Servillo

Shekhar Kapur

Hayden Panettiere

Ellar Coltrane honored in Italy by actress Eleonora Brigliadori and Barbara De Rossi
and models Karina Grano and Pasqualina Sanna

Andrea Purgatori, Franco Nero and Cary Fukunaga
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LET’S
MEET
IN
paradise
Ischia is actively preparing for the most exciting entertainment event of next summer:
www.ischiaglobal.com

The 14th edition of the Ischia Global Film & Music Fest, which runs from July 10 to 17, 2016

I

wish – also in the name of the Carriero family
– to welcome the 2016 edition of the Ischia
Global Fest, and all the artists, media representatives and special guests who will participate in
this eagerly awaited summer event.
It was July 2003 – but it seems like yesterday –
when we began this great adventure with Pascal
Vicedomini. And in the ensuing 13 years, this
festival has become a vital element of the Emerald Island, featuring quality films and highly
entertaining shows, with such prominent guests
as Francis Ford Coppola, Sting, Oliver Stone,
Baz Luhrmann, Nicholas Cage, Jessica Chastain,
Christoph Waltz, Hillary Swank, Burt Bacharach, Michael Fassbender, Alfonso Cuaron,
Alejandro G. Inarritu, Naomi Watts, Vanessa
Redgrave, Dennis Hopper, Claire Danes, Taylor Hackford, Paul Haggis, Neil Jordan, Terry
Gilliam, Selena Gomez, Tom Hooker, Forest
Whitaker, and Laura Dern amongst others.
The success obtained so far makes us proud
and prompts us to do better, aware as we are
of the important goals we want to achieve: To
turn Ischia into one of the main cinema venues
of the world and to have it included in the Star
System; To have this extraordinary, prestigious
and refined location to host the festival’s multinational creative and performing artists; To
foster creativity and beauty and to encourage the
development of new, exciting artistic projects
that are able to stand the test of time.
We are proud of our responsibility and are willing to do our best, always. Every year we must
surpass ourselves, overcome new hurdles and
enrich the festival with special and new content
to guarantee that level of quality, which has been
acknowledged everywhere, even during the current global economic crisis. Ischia Global Fest
continues to seduce the cultural environment
and has been able to bring the Island back into
the spotlight of the International jet set.
This initiative was embraced by Angelo Rizzoli
and firmly pursued by my father, Engineer Leonardo Carriero, who has always believed in it,
since the beginning. Today – more than ever – it

is essential to look ahead and find ideas, projects
and strategies which can leave their mark, and to
have Pascal as well as our many friends from all
over the world, to support and promote us.
We are deeply grateful to friends and supporters
such as Mark Canton, Avi Lerner, Arnon Milchan, Rick Nicita and Paula Wagner, Trudie Styler and Sting, Dante Ferretti and Francesca Lo
Schiavo, Aurelio and Jacqueline De Laurentiis,
Tony Renis and Elettra Morini, Marina and Benedetta Cicogna, Enrico Lucherini and Gianluca
Pignatelli, and Al and Gail Newman, who have
stimulated and motivated us over the years.
Last year’s festival was extremely successful
thanks to Antonio Banderas’ appeal, Helen
Mirren’s class, Alicia Vikander’s talent, Nicolas
Winding Refn’s originality and the participation
of such prestigious contemporary cultural icons
such as Paul Allen, Cheryl Boone Isaacs, Neil
Portnow, Ted Sarandos and Clive Davis.
Ischia’s Global Film & Music Fest now undoubtedly belongs to the Campania Region and to
Italy, and has become a flagship in the fabric
of the Italian entertainment industry. I also
wish to thank Ischia’s residents as well as all the
tourists who let us live this dream under the sign
of legendary Angelo Rizzoli and of the glorious
season of Italian cinema, which has always been
appreciated throughout the world..
GIANCARLO CARRIERO

Michael Fassbender

Giancarlo Carriero and Francis Ford Coppola

President of the Accademia Internazionale Arte Ischia

Tom Hooper

Oliver Stone and Giuseppe Tornatore

Selena Gomez

Jessica Chastain and Chiwetel Ejiofor

Monica Bellucci

Baz Luhrman and Vanessa Hudgens

Channing Tatum
Antonio Banderas and Avi Lerner
Alfonso Cuaron
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Paul Allen

Alicia Vikander and Nathalie Emmanuel

Carlo Gabriel Nero, Vanessa Redgrave and Joely Richardson

Naomi Watts and Liev Schreiber

Diane Kruger

Julio Iglesias

Trudie Styler and Sting

Hilary Swank

Sofia Vergara

Freida Pinto

Claire Danes and Matt Dillon

Burt Bacharach and Harry Belafonte
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The new

maratea

4thJULY

From Francis Ford Coppola to David O. Russell, Hollywood A-listers re-discover their
Lucanian roots at the launch of a new important world-class event to unfold from July 1 to 4

“S

antavenere - Independent Art & Style Fest” is a new event
which combines motion pictures, literature, theatre,
music and new-media that will be attended by the some of the
most influential players on the global entertainment stage.
Scheduled to take place from July 1 to 4, “Santavenere” will
highlight the beauty of two Italian attractions: The splendid
town of Maratea, in Basilicata, whose breath-taking sea shore is
a world-renowned tourist destination which in 2015 was designated as the second most beautiful beach in Italy; and the most
fascinating hotel of Southern Europe, Santavenere Hotel & Spa,
that contributed to the history of Maratea with such international
guests as Renato Guttuso, Prince and Princess Alberto and Paola
Di Liegi, Peppino De Filippo, Giovanni Agnelli, Anita Ekberg,
Soraya and Omar Sharif. This “corner of paradise” is equipped
with sophisticated areas and facilities suitable to welcome live
events as well as audio-visual screenings by the sea.
“Santavenere – Independent Art & Style Fest” has been strategically scheduled to occur at the beginning of the July 4th
weekend, on the eve of Independence Day, the most popular
American summer holiday. “This is a way for this wonder-

The traveller’s paradise

Think your perfect holiday. Extraordinary experiences, memorable events,
breath-taking views in the new luxury destination of the Tyrrhenian coast.

ful land to welcome the many tourists from overseas who
wish to begin their summer vacation at a world-class event in
Italy by the Mediterranean Sea,” said festival founder Pascal
Vicedomini.
Shows, live performances, film and TV premieres, conferences
with audio-visual experts, photo and costume exhibitions are
going to highlight the charm of the so-called Lucanian Pearl.
Special tributes will also be paid to the extraordinary personalities committed to strengthening the legend of Maratea.
The goal is to turn this event into a special meeting point for
creative performers and renowned entrepreneurs, who will
be given a chance to present their celebrated activities against
the beautiful natural backdrop of Maratea and Santavenere.
Moreover, a number of communication experts will also thoroughly explore and compare the latest technological innovations with their tradition predecessors.
The festival also aims at giving new impulse to the many
Lucanian “jewels” in the world, thus becoming a source of
inspiration for the young people who want to make a career in
the entertainment business.

EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE

Southern Italian town will enjoy
new opportunities for growth
The world- famous “stones” of one of the most beautiful places of the south of Italy
are going to shine even brighter. In 2019 Matera is going to be the European Capital
of Culture, a very significant acknowledgement for the Lucanian town, which will be
the first city in the region to become a World Heritage Site. This will be an effective
way to highlight its enormous historical and cultural resources that have previously
attracted a number of film luminaries, who chose it as the location for their stories.
Among them, Pier Paolo Pasolini (“The Gospel According to St. Matthew”), Francesco
Rosi (“Three Brothers”) and Mel Gibson (“The Passion of the Christ”).
The European Capital of Culture is an initiative created in 1985 designed to promote
the knowledge of the historical, artistic and cultural heritage of countries belonging to
the European Union. The first selected Capital was Athens, and Italy has already been
represented a number times – by Florence in 1986, Bologna in 2000 and Genoa in 2004.
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the master

masterchef’s
Italian cuisine
is loved around the world

E

a p ro je c t

ven before high profile TV chefs became de rigeur, food had
always played an important role on the big screen. Cinema and
food are a perfect marriage -- at times food is the key element of a
story, other times it just helps create an atmosphere, stir emotions
or cause laughter.
The stars of Hollywood are not indifferent to the evocative and
social power of good food. It is well known that many of them have
developed an interest in the restaurant business, blending a new
hobby with a potentially profitable investment.
In 1991 Sylvester Stallone, Bruce Willis, Demi Moore and Arnold
Schwarzenegger opened a chain of restaurants called “Planet
Hollywood.” And in 1995, a group of ultra-famous top models
including Claudia Schiffer, Naomi Campbell, Elle MacPherson and
Christy Thurlington launched the “Fashion Café”. Many celebrities who have become involved to some degree in the food service
industry -- Robert De Niro, Sandra Bullock, Ryan Gosling, Justin
Timberlake and Robert Redford -- have all invested in new temples
of fine cuisine, boasting excellent menus and refined locations,
while other stars, such as Sophia Loren, Gwyneth Paltrow, Alicia
Silverstone, and Matthew McConaughey, who was recently awarded
an Oscar® as Best Actor, wrote successful recipe books.
Italy and good food are interwoven. We are famous all over the
world especially for our culinary taste. Our pizzerias and Italian
restaurants are exported all over the world, and our chefs are true
artists: Fulvio Pierangelini offers exquisite and refined cuisine at
Rome’s Hotel de Russie and has been defined by Le Figaro as “the
best cook in the world”; or Francolino Lembo at Capri’s Villa Verde
is able to cater to such International jet setters as singer Mariah
Carey and actress Kim Cattral with his typical Mediterranean cuisine. Other successful chefs include Pasquale Palamaro who works
for the new en plein air restaurant at Ischia’s Hotel Regina Isabella,
and Johnny Micalusi who has attracted a number of stars from the
world of music, sports, television and cinema, including Woody
Allen. His restaurant “Assunta Madre” is a go-to place for many
celebrities who come to Rome. Italy’s foreign visitors always show
true appreciation for our cuisine which represents a fundamental
part of our country’s heritage.

Fulvio Pierangelini, Hotel de Russie - Rome

the year of

ANTICA PESA

Michael Keaton with Simone and Francesco Panella

w ww. ld mc om. it
Pasquale Palamaro, Indaco
- Ischia

Massimo Riccioli and Anna Dente - Rome

Francolino Lembo with Barbra
Streisand, Villa Verde - Capri

Morgan Freeman with Giuliano
Micalusi and Franco Bloisi
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NO LA ITALIA, no party!

Screenings, performances, conferences and much more:
interesting people to attend the seven day extravaganza

D

uring the Awards season, Los Angeles is home to some of the most coveted
events in the world of cinema: top Hollywood stars attend the most glamorous parties, among which Vanity Fair’s historical gathering stands out for its
elegance and flair. However, almost every studio, glossy magazine and charitable
foundation eagerly hosts a party designed to welcome the glitzy world of the star
system. High-profile personalities gather at the astounding mansions of actors
and producers, including agents, studio executives, and music celebrities, the
latter giving life to unforgettable jam sessions and incredible improvised duets.
American producer Mark Canton, who is the honorary chair of Los Angeles, Italia
2016, Italian producer Marina Cicogna and entrepreneur Lady Monika Bacardi,
will welcome the Italian delegates at the TCL Chinese Theatre and will celebrate
their participation at the Italian Lounge – Trastevere, from February 21 to 28.
Other influential personalities will be in attendance: Actresses Jacqueline Bisset, Nastassja Kinski, Moran Atias, Eline Powell, Sofia Milos, Malin Akerman,
Sofia Milos, Madalina Ghenea, Lucila Sola, Alexandra Dinu, Chiara Francin, Liz
Solari, Lorenza Izzo, Vanessa Hessler, Nathalie Emmanuell, Emily Ratajkovski;
Actors Dominic Cooper, Leo Howard, Robert Davi, Danny Glover, Antonio
Sabato, Antonio Cupo, John Savage; TV celebrities Jimmy Kimmel, Elisabetta
Canalis, Clarissa Burt, Nina Senicar; Directors Ariel Vromen, Eli Roth, Joel
Schumacher, Kenny Ortega, Dito Montiel; Executives Harvey Weinstein, Ryan
Kavanaugh, Avi Lerner, Lawrence Bender, Alan Shapiro, Patrick Wachsberger,
Rob Friedman; Music legend Mike Stoller together with Corky
Hale, Nicole Slack Jones, Manda Mosher, and
many other global and Italian friends of the
Capri in the World Institute.
And last but not least: Colleen Camp, Emily
Goldween, Evin L. Haney, Lady Victoria Hervey,
Kelly Brook, Bleona, Eugenia Chernyshova,
Afef, Valentina Michetti, Roberta Sparta, Nadia
Lanfranconi, Romi Caruana, Romina Carrisi,
and many more.

Eugenia Chernyshova

Darina Pavlova

Forest and Keisha Withaker

Channing Tatum with
Michele and Manuele
Malenotti

Emily Ratajkowski

Gina Gershon, Paul Haggis, Moran Atias and Simona Ventura

Gerard Butler
Brian Perry and Elisabetta Canalis

Laurel Barrack
Danny Glover

Camilla Morrone and Lucila Sola
Sofia Milos

Tetyana Very and Daniele Di Lorenzo
Fisher Stevens

Bleona Qereti

Karolina Kurkova and Archie Drury

Marco Belardi

Valeria Marini

Leo Howard

Avriel Vromen

Aida Yespica

Malin Akerman
Emily Goldwind

Nina Senicar

Kelly Brook and Evan Heiney

IIP TAKEs THE GIFT ROOM
TO LOS ANGELES ITALIA 2016
Frazier

Alex Meneses

Lady Victoria Hervey
Enrico Brignano

Antonella
Salvucci
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Rory Kennedy

Sandro Rubini and Arturo Guadarrama Garza

Italian Independent Productions will organize the LA ITALIA GIFT ROOM at the 11th
Film, Fashion and Art Fest. All celebrities
attending the event can visit the Gift Room
@ Trastevere at Hollywood & Highland,
where they will receive presents offered by
the leading Italian brands. The talented photographers Pietro Coccia and Gianni Riccio
will take pictures of all the celebrities visiting the L.A Italia GIFT ROOM for the official
book of the event.

Rita Rusic

Gisella Marengo

Dito Montiel with wife Michelle

Yari
Gugliucci
Nia Vardalos

Carlo Tessier

Claudia Gerini

Walter Nudo

Corky Hale and Nicole Slack Jones

Aria Crescendo

Tommaso Cardile and
Margherita Missoni

Fausto Brizzi and
Claudia Zanella
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FRIENDSclub

join us on

S

Jim Gianopulos

Sue Kroll

ince 2006 Los Angeles, Italia has continued to bring numerous
Italian artists to Hollywood, where every year Los Angeles Italia
celebrates the art, fashion and cuisine of our country. The Festival
represents an irresistible lure for those who love the genius-like
creativity of the Italians. For its eleventh edition we are proud to
present a selection of images to celebrate the friends who helped
us grow and make this event highly successful.
However the friends of Los Angeles, Italia’s are also those who
join us on the web and the social networks, such as our Facebook
and Twitter followers, or those who log on to our official website:
www.losangelesitalia.com.
We are grateful for their warm support and we are pleased to
welcome them to join our festival’s 11th edition.

Lawrence Bender

Jaqueline De Laurentiis

Stanley Isaacs

Mel Gibson and Eros Ramazzotti

Nicole Avant

Enrico Vanzina

Coleen Camp

Alessandro Salem

Andrea Della Valle, Franca Sozzani and Diego Della Valle

Veronica Berti

Clive Davis
Antoine Fuqua and wife

Daniel Ezralow
Andrea Occhipinti
Michael Bolton and Kerry Kennedy
Mimmo Calopresti

Giorgio Restelli
Paula Thomas

Jason Weinberg

Terry Gilliam

Raffaella and Andrea Leone

Donald Kushner
Carlo Rossella

Giovanni Minoli

Luigi Vicinanza

Rob Friedman and
Patrick Wachsberger
Lee Daniels
Andrea Delfini and Luca Dini

Clemente Mimun

Mario Orfeo

Alan Siegel and
David Meister

Marco Mavilla

Humberto Gatica and David Foster
Pietro Valsecchi and
Camilla Nesbit

Alfonso Signorini

live from
hollywood

Giorgio Mulè

Lorenzo Soria

Paolo Del Brocco

On air on
Marco Costa
Costanzo De Angelis and ElsaPataki
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Armando and Cheryl Gallo

Luigi Abete and
Desiree Colapietro Petrini

Leslie and Jack Kavanaugh

Sam Jason

Raffaele Di Martino

Dominic Cooper and
Benjamin Walker95

coming soon
Italian Architect Renzo Piano’s Extraordinary Plans
for the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures

T

he Academy Museum of Motion Pictures is a future
museum in Los Angeles, currently under construction.
Scheduled to open in 2017 it will contain over 290,000
square feet of state-of-the-art galleries, exhibition spaces,
movie theaters, educational areas, and special event spaces.
It will be the world’s premier museum devoted to exploring
and curating the history and future of the moving image.
The Museum will curate and present the work of Oscar
winners and nominees, as well as the legions of global
artists who make movies. It will provide interactive,
immersive, and engaging exhibitions that will pull back
the curtain on moviemaking and highlight the history and
future of the arts and sciences of film.
Designed by Pritzker Prize-winning Italian architect
Renzo Piano, it will be located next to the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art (LACMA) campus in the
landmarked Wilshire May Company building. Renzo
Piano’s design will revitalize the historic Wilshire May
Company building, weave it back into the fabric of the
city, and create a coherent arts campus that seamlessly
connects with LACMA. Their design for the Academy
Museum fully restores the historical Wilshire and Fairfax
street-front facades and includes a soaring spherical addition
at the northern end of the original building. Designed to
represent the marriage of art and technology, the addition
will house the Museum’s state-of-the-art premiere-sized
theater as well as a spectacular roof terrace with expansive
views of the city.
According to Italian architect: “The design for the museum
will finally enable this wonderful building to be animated
and contribute to the city after sitting underutilized for so
long. I am very inspired by the Academy’s mission, and
the idea of the arts and sciences working together to create
films. Our design will preserve the Wilshire May Company
building’s historic public profile while simultaneously
signaling that the building is taking on a new life—a life
that celebrates both the industry and art form that this city
created and gave to the world”.

Dawn Hudson, Renzo Piano and Kathleen Kennedy
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exciting moments

THE ITALIAN DIRECTORS WHO WILL SOON MAKE THEIR MARK ON THE GLOBAL SCENE
elio germano EVERYBODY’S
JUDE LAW PORTRAYS
ferilli:
BECOMES SAINT FRANCIS crazy forvirzì
forever young
A YOUNG POPE FOR
paolo SORRENTINO

After playing Giacomo Leopardi, Elio Germano portrays Saint Francis of
Assisi in a movie filmed in Italy and France. “L’Ami”, directed by French
helmer Renauld Fely, revolves around the last years of Saint Francis’
life. This Italian-French co-production also stars Jeremy Renier, Olivier
Gourmet and Alba Rohrwacher in the role of Saint Clare.

aolo Virzì is back behind the camera to tell a story of
madness, passion and freedom. “La pazza gioia” is his
new movie starring Valeria Bruni Tedeschi and Micaela
Ramazzotti who play the patients in a psychiatric hospital
who are confronted with the fierce normality of other people’s lives, in a story skillfully blending drama and irony.

Generational conflicts and the struggle against aging are
the subjects of Fausto Brizzi’s new irresistible comedy,
“Forever Young”, featuring an ensemble cast including
Sabrina Ferilli, Fabrizio Bentivoglio, Teo Teocoli, Lillo,
Stefano Fresi, Luisa Ranieri and Lorenza Indovina. The
film’s co-writers are Marco Martani and Edoardo Falcone.

British actor Jude Law is the interesting star of “The Young Pope,” a TV series directed by Oscar-winning filmmaker Paolo Sorrentino. Law plays the first American Pope,
a young and radical Pontiff who strives to preserve the doctrine but who also shows his
deep compassion for the weak and the poor. The cast includes Diane Keaton as a nun.

BERENICE BEJO accorsi: as fast scamarcio
investigates the
for bellocchio as the wind
“ORLANDI” AFFAIR
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The director of “I pugni in tasca” presents the screen adaptation of
Massimo Gramellini’s autobiographical novel “Fai bei sogni”. The story
revolves around the inner journey of a young man who struggles to overcome
the loss of his mother, who died under mysterious circumstances. The film
stars Valerio Mastandrea, Fabrizio Gifuni and French actress Berenice Bejo.

Stefano Accorsi, a drug addicted ex- champion of car racingis
forced to reunite with his family after his father’s passing. The
dramatic event helps him to make up with his sister and to rediscover his passion for motor sports. “Veloce come il vento” is
directed by Matteo Rovere.

On June 22, 1983, 15-year- old Emanuela Orlandi disappeared from
the center of Rome and never re-appeared. This unresolved mystery
which conceals obscure and thorny secrets, is brought to the big screen by Roberto Faenza. “La verità sta in cielo” stars Maya Sansa, Greta
Scarano and Riccardo Scamarcio playing Enrico De Pedis, the alleged
boss of the Magliana Gang.

kim rossi stuart’s
AWAITED COMEBACK

“Il centro del mondo” Kim Rossi Stuart’s latest project following his
directorial debut with “Anche libero va bene”. This film is produced
by Palomar, in collaboration with Rai Cinema. The cast includes two
beloved Italian actresses: Cristiana Capotondi and Jasmine Trinca.
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SHOWCASING SOME OF THE

SEASON’S MOST ACCLAIMED MOVIES
THE BOUNDARY

AN (ALMOST) PERFECT TOWN

THE TRANSLATOR

The senselessness of war and the power of love, told
through the story of three young people tied to one another by the dramatic background of WWI. Trieste is the
city torn by the war where Emma, daughter of a Jewish
merchant, Franz, son of a rigid military Austrian family
and Bruno, son of a laborer and brother of an opposition
leader, are all forced to abandon their youth, entering
prematurely into adulthood. They will lose one another
to be reunited again, profoundly unchanged, although
their friendship will undergo hard trials. They will fight to
survive and to save their loved ones, but also that in which
they believe.

Pietramazza, a small town in
the mountains of southern
Italy – basically, in the middle
of nowhere – is dying out. All
the young people are leaving,
and the few residents left,
mainly former miners, survive
on just their employment
insurance. One could easily be
discouraged, but these people
are not. Lead by the exhubearnt
Domenico they think the

Andrei’s tutor puts him in touch with a friend who wants to translate the diary
of her German husband who recently died. With this delicate task Andrei is
thrown into a world of which he did not dare to dream. Two distant cultures
come together, joined in a mystery that leads to burning passion.

dir. Carlo Carlei – 100’ x 2ep

dir. Massimo Gaudioso – 98’

opening of a new factory could
be the answer to their problems
and they start working to make
it possible. First they will have
to find a doctor willing to move
there, since there cannot be a
factory without a doctor. Luckily
they meet Gianluca Terragni, an
ambitious plastic surgeon from
Milan. But now- and this is far
more complicated- they’ll have
to convince him to stay.

dir. Massimo Natale – 90’

dir. Marco Ponti – 102’

ANDRON -The Black Labyrinth

One father can support one hundred children, but can
three children manage to support one father? Vincenzo is
a successfull business man, a widower who finds himself
suddenly alone, having to take care of three children in
their twenties -- Matteo, Chiara and Andrea, about whom
he is really concerned. His children live a very well to do
existence, but a senseless one, and above all with absolutely
no responsabilities. Their daily lives are light hearted, far
from any duty or desire to earn their own living. In order to
bring them into the real word, Vincenzo leads his children to
believe that the family business has undergone a bankruptcy
fraud. Therefore they are forced to run away like criminals
in hiding. They find refuge in an old run down family home
in Puglia. To survive Chiara, Matteo and Andrea must start
doing something they had never done before…. Work.

In the year 2154, a group of
young men and women awake
in a dark claustrophobic maze.
They don’t remember who
they are or how they got to and
stuck in the Black Labyrinth of
ANDRON. The group must learn

dir. Guido Chiesa– 100’
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dir. Dir Alessandro Genovesi – 91’
The escapades of Guido,
romantic dreamer and
highschool literature
teacher whose life falls
apart when his girlfriend,
who he has lived with for years, leaves him
for another man. Paolo, a former student of
his who is now a Physical Education teacher,
is his best friend and will do anything to help
him come out of his depression. This is why
he calls his very Milanese parents to Naples.

EVERY GIRL WANTS IT

LOVING ONLY YOU
BELLI DI PAPà

What a beautiful
surprise!

A comedy set in a small sea town in the South of Italy, about a wedding
between the daughter and the son of a man and a woman who could not get
married in their youth.

dir. Francesco Cinquemani – 98’

to decipher codes, understand
the signals and beat the tests
in this mysterious and bizarre
place. Out of necessity they
struggle to form a bond to
survive, while the outside world
watches and wagers on their fate.

THE LAST WILL BE LAST
dir. Massimiliano Bruno – 103’

Luciana is leaving the simple
and quiet life she’s always desired: she works and she is deeply
in love with his husband Stefano, even if he doesn’t always
have a job and they both need to
struggle to keep on going. They
are happy and always on each
other’s side, but shortly after
she finds out she’s pregnant,
she gets fired and her world
starts falling apart.

dir. Alessio Maria Federici– 85’
Giovanna, Carla, Francesca, Chiara. What do
these four women have in common? What
little detail is making
each of their their lives
secretly imperfect? And
what feminine mystery is
so unspeakably private? Whatever it is, all of
them want it. A food designer, her first love and
a dog groomer are the
characters of this happily shameless comedy
which takes on the subject about women that
no one had ever dared to address.

BREATHLESS dir. Raffaele Verzillo – 89’
Matteo is 45 years old. He
is a lost soul, defeated by
life and by a country that
has destroyed his generation, denying them the conditions, opportunities and
dreams that men and women of a civil society
have the right to when they make their choices
and when they find themselves. Along with
many others like him, Matteo has found himself with no ideals, no ideologies, no chance to
see his skills realized and that type of life that
he would have liked to build materialized. He
has no more hopes. So he decides to leave. But
not his country. No. He wants to leave his life.

THE COMPLEXITY
OF HAPPINESS

dir. Gianni Zanasi – 115’
Enrico is the only one
capable of doing the job
he does. He’s the number
one. It’s true that he’s the
only one doing it and this
somewhat helps. Hired as “special consultant” by a leading financial group, Enrico
approaches executives who are completely
incompetent and convinces them to leave the
company. Amazingly he manages to do it.
Relentless, he performs the most absurd and
useful job that he could ever invent. It will be
the easiest case to make him confront what he
has been always avoiding: his own life.
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DIREZIONE GENERALE
CINEMA

PER IL

daily Program • Screenings and events
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
11:00am Celebrating the iconic
director Ettore Scola – Special
Screening • A Special Day (110 min dir. Ettore Scola)
3:00pm Call Me Francesco (98
min – dir. Daniele Luchetti) - Special
Screening
5:00pm According to Mario
Martone – Special Screening
• Leopardi (143 min- dir. Mario
Martone) The director will attend the
screening
8:00pm World Premiere - An
(Almost) Perfect Town (98 min - dir.
Massimo Gaudioso) The director will
attend the screening
10:00pm Honoring the ItalianAmerican actor Sylvester Stallone
- Special Screening • Creed (132 min
- dir. Ryan Coogler)

The director will attend the screening
7:45pm According to Mario
Martone – Special Screening •
Nasty Love (104 min- dir. Mario
Martone) The director will attend the
screening
9:40pm Short The Kid (20 min – dir.
Vlad Kozlov starring Franco Nero)
10:15pm Vinicio Capossela & The
Coppoloni Stories (70 min – dir.
Stefano Obino)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24

12:45pm The Complexity of
Happiness (115 min - dir. Gianni
Zanasi)
3:00pm Every Girl Wants It (85 min
– dir. Alessio Maria Federici)
5:00pm Loving Only You (102 min
- dir. Marco Ponti) The producers
Fulvio and Paola Lucisano, the
director and the actress Valentina
Reggio will attend the screening
7:00pm The Big Score (112 min – dir.
Carlo Verdone)
9:00pm Honoring the ItalianAmerican director Quentin
Tarantino - Special Screening • The
Hateful Eight (167 min - dir. Quentin
Tarantino)

11:30pm Honoring the Italian
Composer Ennio Morricone –
Special Screening • Bugsy (136 min
- dir. Barry Levinson)
2:15pm Alberto Burri and Piero
Della Francesca: The Two
Revolutions (54 min – dir. Luca
Severi)
3:30pm According to Mario
Martone – Special Screening •
Rehearsals for War (113 min - dir.
Mario Martone) The director will
attend the screening
5:45pm World Premiere - Breathless
(89 min – Raffaele Verzillo) The director will attend the screening
7:30pm Darkness (22 min – dir.
Giuliano Oppes starring Franco Nero)
8:00pm World Premiere - Andron
– The Black Labyrinth (98 min - dir.
Francesco Cinquemani) The director
and producers Andrea Iervolino and
Lady Monika Bacardi will attend the
screening
10:00pm Youth (118 min - dir. Paolo
Sorrentino)

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25

10:30am Celebrating the iconic
director Ettore Scola – Special
Screening • How Strange To Be
Named Federico (93 min - dir. Ettore
Scola)
12:30pm Honoring the Italian
Composer Ennio Morricone
- Special Screening • The
Untouchables (119 min - dir. Brian De
Palma)
3:00pm The Seventh Wave (90 min
– dir. Massimo Bonetti)
4:45pm Golden Parachute (97 min dir. Enrico Iannaccone) The director
will attend the screening
6:30pm Docu Roxanne Lowit Magic
Moments (52 min – dir. Yvonne Sciò)

11:30am Celebrating the iconic
director Ettore Scola - Special
Screening • Ridendo e Scherzando:
A Portrait of an “Italian-Style”
Director (81 min - dir. Paola and Silvia
Scola)
1:15pm What a Beautiful Surprise!
(91 min – dir Alessandro Genovesi)
3:00pm Short Land Sharks (20 min –
dir. Nic Coppola)
3:45pm According to Mario
Martone – Special Screening
• Death of a Neapolitan
Mathematician (108 min - dir. Mario
Martone) The director will attend the
screening
6:00pm World Premiere - The

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22

Translator (90 min - dir. Massimo
Natale) The director and the producer Giampietro Preziosa will attend
the screening
7:45pm Belli di papà (100 min – dir.
Guido Chiesa)
9:45pm Honoring the Italian
Composer Ennio Morricone Special Screening • The Mission
(125 min - dir. Roland Joffè)

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26
1:45pm Martino’s Summer (87 min
- dir.Massimo Natale, starring Treat
Williams) The director will attend the
screening
3:30pm The Last Will Be Last
(103 min - dir. Massimiliano Bruno)
The producers Fulvio and Paola
Lucisano will attend the screening
5:30pm All Roads Lead To Rome
(90 min - dir. Ella Lemhagen) The
producers Andrea Iervolino and
Lady Monika Bacardi will attend the
screening
7:30pm Docu Tailor - Made Crime
(30 min – Gianluca Migliarotti)
8:00pm Perfect Strangers (97 min
- dir. Paolo Genovese) The director
and the producer Marco Belardi will
attend the screening
10:00pm Honoring the Italian
Composer Ennio Morricone Special Screening • Maléna (109 min
- dir. Giuseppe Tornatore)

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
10:00am Don’t Be Bad (100 min - dir.
Claudio Caligari)
12:30am According to Mario
Martone – Special Screening •
We Believed (170 min - dir. Mario
Martone) The director will attend the
screening
4:00pm World Premiere - The
Boundary (137 min - dir. Carlo Carlei)
The actress Caterina Shulha will be
attending the screening
6:30pm Honoring the Italian
Composer Ennio Morricone Special Screening • Days of Heaven
(94 min – dir. Terrence Malick)

ADMISSION IS FREE.
FIRST COME, FIRST SEATED.
Please be sure you check the daily
program and book your seats at

www.losangelesitalia.com

SID’S BAR & LOUNGE NOW OPEN
SERVING BEER, WINE, AND COCKTAILS
RELAX IN THE LOUNGE OR TAKE YOUR DRINK INTO
THE THEATRE WITH YOU WHILE YOU WATCH A MOVIE

gbenigma.com

Montalcino - Tuscany
Opening Spring 2015

Castel Porrona Relais
1,000 Years of History - Luxuriously Serviced
Castel Porrona Relais is a new luxury hotel near Montalcino – the heart of Tuscany.
A 12th Century castle, which was the residence of two Popes and numerous members of royalty, now welcomes its privileged
guests to the unique experience of living in a real Tuscan borgo.
+LVWRULF&DVWHO3RUURQDLVPDJQLĆFHQWO\UHQRYDWHGDQGOX[XULRXVO\IXUQLVKHGDQGIHDWXUHVgourmet restaurants, a destination
spa and wellness center. The famous vineyards of Montalcino, the monuments of Siena and Firenze and glamorous seaside
locations are within easy reach.

Ornaments for Body & Soul

Private Residence Club
Castel Porrona Relais will also offer, to a limited number of guests, the opportunity of becoming a Member of its private
residence club, with exclusive accommodation rights, unique services and a global reciprocity program providing exclusive
access to some of the most desirable destinations in the world.

Inquiries and reservations

Via della Fiera, Porrona, 58044 Cinigiano (GR) - Italy
www.castelporrona.it | info@castelporrona.it | Phone +39 0564 993206 | Fax +39 0564 993 230

Fish pendant in white and pink gold with diamonds,

Jewels & Watches
ROME
Via Margutta,

GENEVA
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20, Rue du Marché

black spinel and sapphires, in mosaic carpet.

