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Happy anniversary
Hollywood’s 10th
annual celebration
of Italian film,
fashion and art

la, italia

Pascal Vicedomini
Founder and Producer of Los Angeles, Italia

I

t is very exciting to be celebrating the10th
birthday of Los Angeles, Italia with all of
our friends here in Hollywood, the movie
world capital of the world. These past ten
years of our extraordinary relationship
has created a solid artistic bridge between
Italy and the United States. In a time when
the world of cinematic entertainment is
experiencing significant changes in the
way that content is developed, captured
and distributed on a global basis, the rapidly evolving technologies that we use to
communicate with each other and with the
global audiences that we serve has helped
to bring us closer together as friends and
as cultural partners.
This relationship is based on our deep
respect for the American creative industry, highlighting its long-time role as a
wonderful dream factory and stimulating
its curiosity towards the Italian artists
who also are on this fantastic imaginative
experience called cinema. Over the past
decade we have been extremely active in
promoting our talented performers and

Pascal Vicedomini, Naomie Harris, Bono and Al Pacino (LA Italia 2014)

filmmakers, and spreading their excellent
work throughout the world.
The participation in our festival by many
prominent personages from the global
world of show business combined with
the appreciation shown by audiences and
critics alike are our reward for creating a
festival in a unique place as Hollywood, on
the eve of the Oscars – the most important
and prestigious awards ceremony in the
world of cinema – and to use this auspicious occasion to showcase Italian creativity and showmanship is an undeniable
accomplishment for the Capri in the World
Institute and its loyal supporters.
This tenth edition – from February 15 to 21

– will offer a far-reaching program that explores a broad selection of artistic projects.
World premieres, tributes to the great stars
of cinema and music, collaborations with
local cultural associations and numerous
encounters with Italian artists aiming at
strengthening the Italian ‘brand’.
Los Angeles, Italia 2015 will welcome many
talents.
We are pleased to share this anniversary
celebration with them and to feel their appreciation for a festival, which has always
supported Italian cinema and its representatives, with passion and determination.
This is our greatest achievement of which
we are extremely proud.

HOLLYWOOD IS BACK ON THE TIBER
ben hur
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black spinel and sapphires, in mosaic carpet.

Toby Kebbell, Nazanin Boniadi and Jack
Huston: three of the actors in the new Ben Hur
movie now shooting in Matera and Rome

Ben Stiller is now shooting
Zoolander 2 in Rome

Lea Seydoux, Daniel Craig and Monica Bellucci
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The highly regarded producer
Mark Canton has been
Honorary Festival Chair since 2009

I

am privileged to welcome you to the tenth annual edition of the
Los Angeles, Italia Film, Fashion and Art Fest. As we celebrate this
milestone anniversary, I’m certain that the festival will be the best-ever.
We have planned a truly amazing week of outstanding Italian films,
music and fashion right here in the heart of Hollywood. This could not
be possible without the leadership of Pascal Vicedomini and the Capri in
the World Institute, as well as the support of the festival’s sponsors that
include Chinese Theaters LLC, the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, the
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Cinema Department of the Italian
Ministry of Culture, Cinecittà Studios, the Italian Consulate, the Italian
Trade Commission, and the Italian Institute of Culture in Los Angeles
amongst others
This festival, which comes on the eve of the 87th Academy Awards®,
celebrates the unique artistic connection between Italy and the United
States — especially with Milena Canonero’s fourth nomination in the
Best Costume Design category for her extraordinary work on “Grand
Budapest Hotel ” — and marks the beginning of another exciting new
year for Hollywood. A year which will hopefully see the continuation of
a most impressive spurt in the global box office, along with the growth
of new technologies that will enhance both the production, delivery and
presentation of theatrical motion pictures. And a year which will motivate
movie-goers to leave their homes and go to movie theatres in record
numbers to see films that entertain, inform and impact the complex world
that we work and live in.
As filmmakers and entertainers we can allow nothing to stand in the way of
what audiences expect and demand, in any language or format, which are
good stories well-told in a visually exciting and an emotionally stirring way.
So let’s lift a glass of tasty Italian vino and toast the talented filmmakers,
craftspeople and performing artists from Los Angeles and Italy who have
come to celebrate the love of a great industry which bonds us together.
MARK CANTON
Honorary Chairman, LA Italia
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Mark Canton

THE FAMILY

The Canton clan - Dorothy, Mark, James and Henry

remembering the artist

robert

de niro sr

Mark Canton and Dennis Hopper

CINEMA:

Jennifer
Aniston
for Cake

TELEVISION:

50 Cent for Power
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“Power” Duo, Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson and Mark Canton

Robert De Niro, Sr. was part of the celebrated New
York School of artists who enjoyed success in his early
career during the 1940’s and 50’s in New York City. His
paintings blended abstract and expressionist styles with
a representational subject matter, bridging the divide
between European Modernism and Abstract Expressionism. De Niro embarked to Paris to immerse himself
in the art of the masters and enliven his own work and
career. He returned to the United States and continued
to paint in relative obscurity. His dreams were realized,
orchestrated by the man who knew him best--his son,
the actor, Robert De Niro.
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The iconic director is proud to be
part of the Capri in the World project since
since its inception in 1995
Lina Wertmuller
Honorary Chair, Capri in the World Institute

I

t is always an honor and a pleasure to take part in “Los Angeles,
Italia”, an event with which I have been involved – with enthusiasm
and dedication – since its very first edition, when Pascal Vicedomini
described a new project that he wanted to share with me and other Italian and American personalities, including some of the most renowned
filmmakers in the world.
It seems like yesterday when in 2006, Marina Cicogna, Franco Nero
and Tony Renis and I set out on an incredible adventure, which would
take our three-colored flag to Hollywood during the week preceding
the industry’s biggest star gathering of the year – the Academy Awards. Lina Wertmuller and Al Pacino (LA Italia 2006)
I still recall the emotion I felt for my movies’ retrospective in Los
Angeles, which was introduced by one of the biggest stars of all times.
Al Pacino. Or the joyful meeting I had with film students from the University of Southern
California.
This is a week of screenings, meetings and special events – a true celebration of Italian culture
held in the capital of international cinema. I fondly remember the encounter with Sophia
Loren, an extraordinary woman and actress who is very dear to me. In the past few years the
festival was attended by such international celebrities as Paul Mazursky, Jacqueline Bisset,
Jon Voight, Norman Jewison as well as by many Italian artists, including singer Gigi D’Alessio
who toured the West Coast, and movie stars Cristina Comencini, Gabriella Pescucci, Carlo
Carlei and Stefania Rocca. Thanks to these artists, who above all are our friends, over the years
“Los Angeles, Italia” has become more and more successful, garnering greater sexposure and
encouraging the promotion and exchange of ideas and projects.
For its 10th anniversary the festival will again enjoy a special celebration to share the fantasies,
the dreams, and the emotions that Italian cinema has been spreading across the world.

One Stop Location

No Cap Tax Incentives

Vat Exemptions

Regional Film Funds

bradley cooper

Lina Wertmuller, Raoul Bova and Jon Voight (LA Italia 2006)

at THE TOP OF his game
AMERICAN PASSPORT, ITALIAN HEART

the

cover story
Lina Wertmuller presents the 2012 Capri Awards to
Bradley Cooper for “Silver Linings Playbook”

Clint Eastwood’s “American Sniper” earned Bradley
Cooper his third Best Actor Oscar® nomination. Cooper is
the “new Hollywood’s superstar,” a women’s idol, respected by men and appreciated by the most prominent filmmakers. David O. Russell was able to notice his potential
and cast him as the lead of “Silver Linings Playbook” and
“American Hustle,” where he proved his ripeness and
sensitivity, far from his wild performances in “Hangover.”
Cooper’s origins are half Irish (his father) and half Italian
(his mother), as he has often mentioned in his interviews:
“My mother’s name is Gloria Campano and her parents
came respectively from Naples and from Abruzzi. They
both had a big influence on me. They used to live close to
us, they would cook and eat with us most of the time. And
we were always speaking about food!”

®
oscar
the
nominated movie

Clint Eastwood and
Bradley Cooper
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artist

grande italia canonero
a true
milena

®

IT’S ALWAYS TIME FOR AN
Paolo Sorrentino’s triumphant
“The Great Beauty” puts a spotlight
on Italian cinema

Discovered by Stanley Kubrick,
she’s now in the running for her fourth
Oscar® for Best Costume Design

Gianluca Castagna

L

os Angeles, March 2, 2014: A legendary date for Italian cinema and culture.
It was the night of the 86th Oscars® and
more importantly, it was the night that Paolo Sorrentino won the most sought after
statuette for his film “The Great Beauty”,
as Best Foreign Language Film, in the wake
of other numerous International acknowledgments. This prize holds big artistic and
symbolic significance for the Neapolitan
director, as he has been able to gain International acclaim with a movie whose luminous beauty and dark implications are so
typically Italian.
The film totally revolves around the beauty and pain of Italy - where its people are
portrayed in all their humanity, talent and
contradictions - and is able to capture a
globalized audience thanks to its innovative images and universal language.
When Sorrentino received the award with
an enthusiastic Tony Servillo and producer
Nicola Giuliano alongside him on the stage of Hollywood’s Dolby Theatre, he revealed his admiration for Fellini, Scorsese,
Talking Heads and Maradona, who have
been his sources of inspiration: “These
four champions excelled each in their own

W

Paolo Sorrentino and Toni Servillo

arts, delivering the greatest performances,
which is what cinema feeds on.”
Paolo Sorrentino shows a typically Roman
bourgeois slice of life, whose decadent
parties reflect life, time, dreams and Flaubert’s impossible wish: to write a poem
about nothingness. Jep Gambardella – with
his disenchanted smile - navigates a circus
populated with stringless puppets and ghostly puppeteers (very Fellinian), human
caricatures who are their own victims.
The success of “The Great Beauty” has had
a positive impact on the entire Italian film
industry, as it has encouraged authors,
screenwriters and actors to create stories

which overcome their national geographic
boundaries and are bound to conquer global audiences with new and vital ideas and
images.
Sorrentino himself did not linger in selfsatisfaction: He has already finished his
next movie, “The Youth,” which features
an International cast. He also expressed
his creativity on TV where he debuted with
the miniseries “The Young Pope.” Also his
colleagues - Matteo Garrone, Luca Guadagnino, Giuseppe Tornatore, Nanni Moretti - are busy with new projects. Among
their names we could find the contenders
of the next awards’ season.

the amazing

italians
honored by AMPAS
14

Sophia Loren

Dario Marianelli

Pietro Scalia

Luis Bacalov

hat is the perfect costume? It’s the one
that “marks” the movie with an image
that will stay forever with the viewers. Milena
Canonero, born in Turin in 1952, is one of the
most influential contributors to the success of
Italian fashion in Hollywood and all over the
world. Cinema and fashion are intertwined
– cinema feeds on fashion and they both give
life to our dreams, influencing our taste and
imagination.
Milena Canonero has won three Academy
Awards®: In 1976 for Stanley Kubrick’s “Barry
Lyndon,” in 1982 for Hugh Hudson’s “Chariots of Fire;” and in 2007 for Sophia Coppola’s
“Marie Antoinette.” And this year the Academy has nominated her for the costumes she
created for Wes Anderson’s “Grand Budapest
Hotel.” Her detailed work is extravagant and
colorful, with fabrics and shapes that seem
to have drawn inspiration from Pop Art. Her
ability to express Anderson’s visionary world
has again put her in the spotlight.
Canonero’s career is marked by her hyperrealistic taste and she has worked with the
many of the greatest contemporary filmmakers. Apart from Kubrick, for whom she in-

vented the Droogs’ look in
“Clockwork Orange,” she
collaborated with Francis
Ford Coppola, Sydney Pollack, Michael Mann, Roman
Milena Canonero
Polanski, Warren Beatty,
Alan Parker, and Louis Malle to name a few. Despite
her limited collaborations
in Italy, where she joined the Taviani Brothers, her eclectic creations are based on
the fine Italian craftsmanship, which contributed so much to our cinema’s greatness
throughout the world.

THE GRAND
BUDAPEST HOTEL

dir. Wes Anderson – 100’

The adventures of Gustave H, a legendary concierge at a famous hotel in the
fictional Republic of Zubrowka between
the first and second World Wars, and
Zero Moustafa, the lobby boy who
becomes his most trusted friend.

The CLASSIC touch
Michelangelo Antonioni

Nicola Piovani

Bernardo Bertolucci

Vittorio Storaro

Vittorio De Sica

Francesca Lo Schiavo and Dante Ferretti

Federico Fellini loved the Oscars. He used to say: “In the legendary world of cinema, the Oscar is the ultimate
award.” Four of his movies won the much sought-after statuette: “The Road” (1954), “Nights of Cabiria” (1957),
“8½” (1963) and “Amarcord” (1975). He received the same number of Oscars as Vittorio De Sica, whose 1947 film
“Sciuscià” began a long and loving relationship between the Academy and Italian cinema.
Other Italian Oscar recipients were Elio Petri (“Indagine su un cittadino
al di sopra di ogni sospetto), Giuseppe Tornatore (“Cinema Paradiso”),
Gabriele Salvatores (“Mediterraneo”) and Roberto Benigni (“Life Is
Beautiful”). But with Bernardo Bertolucci’s “The Last Emperor,” released
in 1987, the Academy categorically acknowledged the Italians’ ability to
transform their craftsmanship into pure art.
Italy boasts a great number of other talented individuals who distinguished themselves abroad as set designers, stylists, editors, photographers and composers: Vittorio Storaro, Ferdinando Scarfiotti, Gabriella
Cristiani, Carlo Rambaldi, Dante Ferretti & Francesca Lo Schiavo,
Milena Canonero, Pasqualino De Santis, Piero Gherardi, Francesca
Squarciapino, Pietro Scalia, Luciana Arrighi, Nino Rota and Dario
Marianelli. These artists have all been celebrated in Hollywood for
their extraordinary talent.
Federico Fellini, Giulietta Masina and Dino De Laurentiis
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the international honorary board
An incredible group of loyal friends and supporters
The Honorary Board 2015

Dario Franceschini - Minister of Culture and Cultural Heritage
Paolo Gentiloni - Minister of Foreign Affairs
Francesca Guidi - Minister of Economic Development
Claudio Bisogniero - Italian Ambassador in USA
Antonio Verde - Consul General of Italy in Los Angeles
Riccardo Maria Monti - President Ice
Luigi Abete, Honorary - President Cinecittà Studios
Luca Cordero di Montezemolo - President Alitalia
Riccardo Tozzi - President Anica
Joseph V. Del Raso - Chairman Niaf

The President of the Italian Republic Giorgio Napolitano with the multi Oscar® winners
Francesca Lo Schiavo and Dante Ferretti

LEADERSHIP 2015
Honorary Chairman
Mark Canton

Chairman

Bobby Moresco

Honorary President • Tony Renis
President
Lady Monika Bacardi

Co-Chairs

Marina Cicogna • John M. Viola •
Siedah Garrett • Martha De Laurentiis •
Avi Lerner • Fulvio Lucisano • Franco Nero •
Gianni Nunnari • Neil Portnow •
Darina Pavlova • Steven Zaillian

Founder and Producer • Pascal Vicedomini

Bille August, Harvey Weinstein, Marina Cicogna and Michael Radford
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Al Pacino
Dario Argento
Bille August
Antonio Avati, CEO DueA FIlm
Angelo Barbagallo,
President Upa
Harold Becker
Marco Bellocchio
Lawrence Bender, Bender
Brown Productions
Bernardo Bertolucci
Jacqueline Bisset
Jacob Bloom
Andrea Bocelli
Stefano Bollani
Bono Vox
Roberto Cicutto, CEO Luce
Cinecittà Spa
Lee Daniels
Elizabeth Monk Daley, Dean
of USC School of Cinematic
Arts
Akexandre Desplat
Paolo Del Brocco, CEO Rai
Cinema
Diego Della Valle, President
and CEO Tod’s Group
Francesco De Gregori
Christian De Sica
Roberto Faenza
Dante Ferretti and Francesca
Lo Schiavo
Peter Fonda
David Foster
Diane Von Fustemberg
Humberto Gatica
Jim Gianopulos, Co-Chair and
CEO Fox Film Entertainment
Jack Gilardi
Terry Gilliam
Luca Guadagnino
Anjelica Huston
Gianluca Isaia
Samuel L. Jackson
Ryan Kavanaugh
Ken Kleinberg
Shaul Kuba - Principal CIM
Group
Donald Kushner, TLC Chinese
Theatre
Taylor Hackford
Paul Haggis
Naomie Harris
Alejandro Gonzales Inarritu
Jimmy Iovine
John Landis
Avi Lerner, CEO Nu Image
Melissa Leo
Fulvio Lucisano
Joe Mantegna
Citto Maselli
Helen Mirren

Claudio Bisogniero

Elettra Morini
Ennio Morricone
Rick Nicita
Kenny Ortega
Michele Placido
Neil Portnow, President and
CEO Recording Academy
Massimo Ranieri
Richard and Tony Ressler,
Principals CIM Group
Carlo Rossella, President
Medusa
Vasco Rossi
Mickey Rourke
David O. Russell
Alessandro Salem, Mediaset
Gabriele Salvatores
Pietro Scalia
Joel Schumacher
Avi Shemesh, Principal CIM
Group
Anthony Shriver Kennedy President Best Buddy
Kerry Kennedy - President
RFK Center
Sylvester Stallone
Fisher Stevens
Trudie Styler
Mike Stoller
Oliver Stone
Quentin Tarantino
Jeremy Thomas, Chairman
Recorded Picture Co.
Giuseppe Tornatore
Riccardo Tozzi, President
Anica
Pietro Valsecchi, President
TaoDue
Paula Wagner
Christoph Waltz
Jason Weinberg - Principal
Untitled Entertainment
Harvey Weinstein - CEO The
Weinstein Company
Lina Wertmuller
Forest Whitaker
Zucchero

&

are linked by a vital Friendship

italy america
T

he friendship between Italy and the United States has
long preserved peace and security in our country. The
Americans have always shown their generosity towards the
Italians as well as their appreciation for their history, art and
culture. Over the past decades Italy’s foreign policy has been
able to meet European priorities while confirming its loyalty
to America.
An extended series of relationships was developed in the
fields of politics, economy, business, science and culture.
The “Made in Italy” industry continues to fascinate the States.
Italy’s exports to USA amounted to 28.1 billion dollars in
the first three quarters of 2014, showing a 10.2% increase
compared to the prior year. New sectors are being expanded
and fueled by motivated and energetic Italians who fly
to America’s East or West Coast to join or create new
entrepreneurial activities. These two countries are also
strongly bound by their respective leaders, President
Obama and Prime Minister Renzi, who share similar
fresh and positive views, and who are both committed
to working together to overcome the world economic
crisis and to encourage development and employment.
For the past 10 years the Capri in the World Institute
has been organizing the biggest cinema event outside
the country dedicated to Italy, the “Los Angeles,
Italia - Film Fashion and Art Fest,” a happening
with a strong Italian imprint which every year puts
a spotlight on Italian movies and artists, during the
most exciting days in US show business – the week
preceding the Oscars!

Welcome

PRESIDENTe

SERGIO

MATTARELLA

Barack Obama and Matteo Renzi

Paolo Gentiloni

Federica Guidi
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Highlights 2015

the strength
of continuity

Thanks to the Minister of Culture
and Tourism Dario Franceschini
and the leaders of Italian cinema

L
Philip Glass: Akhnaten

Akademie für Alte Musik

os Angeles, Italia’s tenth edition – like its predecessors
– will be supported by the Italian Ministry for Cultural
Heritage and Activities, thus guaranteeing a high quality
and interesting schedule as well as the participation of
international personalities who contribute to the success of
this well-established and renowned event. Los Angeles –
Italia attracted the attention and support of the Ministry’s
Cinema Directors General, whose positive approach has
helped promote Italian cinema and its talents in the heart of
the global film industry.
Since its premiere edition the festival has been growing
exponentially, earning the appreciation of a number of Los
Angeles-based institutions and cultural associations. This goal
has been reached also thanks to the participation of numerous
members of the entertainment community who believe in
the Italian cinema and appreciate its echo around the world.
These friends of the festival acknowledge the fundamental
role played by our country in global entertainment.

Dario Franceschini, Italian Minister
of Culture and Tourism

Nicola Borrelli, director cinema,
department of the Ministry of Culture

very bello!
Highlighting the Beauty of Italy

Tribute to Thomas Adès

Over 1,300 events, from the Venice Biennale to Umbria Jazz,
from the classic plays staged in the Greek Theatre of Siracusa
to the Street Artists Festival of Ferrara: we are speaking about
“Very Bello!- Viaggia nella bellezza”, a digital platform designed to globally promote a number of cultural events alongside
the Expo and announced by Dario Franceschini, Minister of
Tourism and Cultural Heritage, at Palazzo Chigi.
Within a few hours after its launch, the platform became a
trendy subject on Twitter with the hashtag #verybello, which
has reached the list of the ten most “tweeted” words.
“Our idea,” explained Franceschini, “is to let millions of visitors
enjoy Italy thoroughly. We show the beauty of our country, from
the North to the South, highlighting big cities as much as picturesque villages. This unique initiative can be compared to a farreaching museum, and it is one of a kind all over the world.”

Tribute to Luca Francesconi
St. Petersburg Philarmonic Orchestra with Yuri Temirkanov

Bollino
120x120
Banner
180x150

Roberto Cicutto, amministratore delegato
Luce Cinecittà
Carlo Fontana, presidente Agis

Riccardo Tozzi, presidente Anica

Stefono Rulli, presidente Centro
Spermentale di Cinematografia
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AN HISTORIC PAST

A VERY BRIGHT FUTURE

Antonio Verde
Consul General of Italy in Los Angeles

L

Travel
in Campania
In the footsteps of the
Grand Tour

AIFF, the Los Angeles- Italia Film, Fashion and Art Fest is ten!
Congratulations to Istituto Capri nel Mondo for reaching this
important milestone in a crescendo of enthusiasm and appeal: Los
Angeles Italian film aficionados are looking forward to this yearly
appointment with the best of Italian cinema and performing arts.
A special anniversary for LAIFF which, in its 2015 edition, wants
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the birth of one of the most
beloved artists of all time: an Italian American named Frank
Sinatra.
The Italian Association of Cinema and Audiovisual Industry ANICA - is the exceptional partner that will help marking this
year’s edition a truly extraordinary event. You will have the
opportunity to partake of an extensive overview of contemporary
Italian Cinema’s many souls. You will enjoy world-premieres,
revisit the creations of some of cinema’s great
Masters such as Risi and Rosi, admire actors
such as Fabio Testi and Richard Harrison in truly
exceptional performances and see some of the best
shorts produced this past year.
In addition to the theatres, I invite you to partake of
all the many events that comprise the 2015 edition
of LAIFF.
I thank Istituto Capri nel Mondo and Pascal
Vicedomini, the Feast executive producer, for
continuing to bring Italian performing arts to Los
Angeles and enveloping them with a wonderful event
attracting larger and larger audiences.
Comedy, drama, short movies, world-premieres ... .
All this and more is Los Angeles - Italia Film, Fashion
Eros Ramazzotti and Giuseppe Tornatore
and Art Fest: see you there.

Antonio Verde

Sophia Loren with her sons Carlo
Ponti Jr and Edoardo Ponti

join US at the

Italian INSTITUTE
OF

CULTURE

As the newly appointed director of the Italian Cultural Institute, it is
a great pleasure to be part of the Los Angeles Italia Film Fashion and
Arts Fest now in its 10th edition. The Festival has become a much
awaited annual event that gathers cinema lovers and people from
the industry at one of the most iconic movie locations, Hollywood.
With its big World and U.S. premieres, retrospectives and documentaries, the Los
Angeles Italia fosters cultural exchanges between Italy and the United States.
This year the Festival will see the participation of important Italian artists and directors, and will also pay a special tribute to filmmaker Francesco Rosi, and singer-songwriter Pino Daniele.
The Italian Cultural Institute would like to express its appreciation to Pascal Vicedomini and the Capri in The World Institute for bringing this exciting event to Los Angeles.
Valeria Rumori
Director of the Italian Cultural Institute in Los Angeles

Valeria Rumori
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Honoring
frank

the

legendary “the voice”
His stunning personality
was acclaimed by everyone

sinatra

H

Celebrating the centennial of the most successful
Italian-American actor and singer ever

A

lthough so much has been said and written about him, Frank Sinatra is unequivocally one of the greatest music performers
of the 20th century. The entire songbook
of a nation was defined by his signature
mood, rich with elaborate nuances, modern
rhythms and unparalleled class. Even after
his passing in 1998, the Voice continues to
be an important part of our lives and his legend is still going strong.
Sinatra also excelled in cinema. He first
appeared on the big screen in 1941, and in
the following decade he was the undisputed star of numerous musical films where
his performances personified the characters that he brought to life in the clubs and
theatres where he sang. After damaging his
vocal chords, he was forced to take a break
from music, But thanks to his perseverance
he was miraculously able to turn an ill-fated
event into a new opportunity. Acting. His
portrayal of Angelo Maggio in Fred Zinneman’s “From Here to Eternity” captivated
audience and critics alike, and won him an
Oscar a Best Supporting Actor.

A number of music comedies followed: “Guys
and Dolls” (1955,) “High Society” (1956)
and “Pal Joey” (1957). In 1959 he starred in
“A Hole in the Head,” a melancholy-filled
comedy helmed by Frank Capra, as well as
in “Some Came Running,” Vincente Minnelli’s melodrama on the hypocrisy of an
American small town, based on the James
Jones novel. He also delved into dramas
and police movies, always characterizing
his parts – either positive or negative – with
his typical restless and neurotic sensitiveness. “Suddenly” (1954), “The Man with
the Golden Arm” (1955), “The Manchurian
Candidate”(1962) all explore violence in
American contemporary society or even
predict a threatening future. After Kennedy’s assassination, the Vietnam War and
America’s big revolutions, his magic returned to more private and nostalgic parts.
But his legend went on. He was destined to
dominate the world music scene forever,
thanks to his unforgettable hits and to the
love of an immense audience, with whom
he established a life-long bond.

PAIRING UP WITH

ITALIAN CELEBRITIES
24

Three charming, beautiful and talented Italian actresses appeared on the big screen alongside Frank Sinatra: Sophia Loren – who at the time was still an up-and-comer - in “The Pride and The Passion” directed by Stanley Kramer
(1957); Virna Lisi in Jack Donohue’s adventurous “Assault on a Queen” (1966), and Raffaella Carrà in the war drama
“Von Ryan’s Express” directed by Mark Robson (1965).

Tony Renis and Frank Sinatra

is incredible talent captured an essential part of our culture and
his smooth and elegant tones characterized many of the quintessential melodies of the past century. Influenced by the Italian “bel
canto,” he made his name as a modern popular singer skillfully blending Italian tradition and modern American jazz. Though blue-eyed
Frank was a fan of technique, his voice sounded like the most natural
instrument on earth, singing effortlessly and elegantly, confidently
expressing the rhythm of life and charmingly conveying harmony.
And despite its apparent normality, his crystal clear and proper way
of singing became revolutionary. The numerous collaborations with
top-tier musicians such as Count Basie, Buddy Rich, Woody Herman,
Quincy Jones and Tommy Dorsey as well as his recordings for Capitol
and Reprise made on thing very clear: Frank Sinatra was truly destined to become a symbol of heartfelt songs, a vigorous and nuanced
swinger, a prince of the microphone, whose perfect intonation was
capable of leading a whole orchestra. The beauty of his voice, with
his inimitable, endearing and sensual tones, translated into songs
which left their mark on the 20th century and have deeply influenced
the evolution of modern music. He was a monument of singing and
always lived his life his way, even when the final curtain was drawn.

FRANK, LIZA & SAMMY

THE ULTIMATE WO
RLD CLASS TEAM
Frank Sinatra, Liza Minnelli & Sammy
Davis Jr. joined together at the end of
the Eighties for a unique series of stunning performances the kind of which
was never to be seen again. On stage
this amazing group of entertainers paid
tribute to some of the most significant
and popular songs of the 20th century.
Their highly successful world tour landed in Italy on April 6, 1989, with a sold
out concert at Milano’s Palatrussardi.

IN LOVE WITH

HIS LIGURIA and HIS PeSTo

Frank Sinatra had a deep affection for his Italian roots. His father came from Lercare Friddi, a small village near Palermo,
and his mother Natalina Garaventa, called Dolly, was originally from Rossi di Lumarzo, in the Ligurian Riviera. He was so
fond of Genova that he became an avid fan of the city’s soccer club, Genoa. One of his final wishes before dying was to
wear a red and blue tie, to honor the colors of his beloved team and pay tribute to his origins. Renowned Chef Luciano
Belloni described how Sinatra never missed a chance to eat in his favorite restaurant, Zeffirino, when he was in Italy. Apparently The Voice found Belloni’s pesto sauce so irresistible that he had it shipped from Liguria to wherever he was.
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J

immy Kimmel serves as host and executive producer of the
Emmy-winning “Jimmy Kimmel Live,” ABC’s longestrunning late-night talk show. Now in its twelfth season, “JKL”
produces the most popular comedy bits in late night and
features a diverse lineup of guests including actors, musicians,
athletes, comedians, authors, politicians, newsmakers and the
occasional random weirdo. Kimmel’s monologue skewers pop
culture and up-to-the minute news. “JKL” airs weeknights at
11:35/10:35 CT, broadcasting from
Disney’s El Capitan Entertainment
Center in Hollywood. In addition
to the nightly show, annual specials
like “Jimmy Kimmel Live: After
The Oscars” and “Jimmy Kimmel
Live: Game Night” are well-known
for their all-star comedy videos.
Videos including “I’m F**king
Matt Damon”, “I’m F**king Ben
Affleck,” “The Handsome Men’s
Club,” “Movie: The Movie”
and “Movie: The Movie, 2V,”
have become hugely popular on
television and online. In January
2013, Kimmel was honored with a
star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.
In 2012, he hosted the Primetime
Emmy Awards and the annual White
House Correspondents’ Association
Dinner in Washington, D.C.
After 12 years in morning radio,
Kimmel got his start in television as
co-host of “Win Ben Stein’s Money”
on Comedy Central, for which he
won an Emmy for Best Game Show
Host in 1999. Kimmel co-hosted,
co-created and executive produced
100 episodes of “The Man Show”
for Comedy Central. Kimmel
served for four seasons as on-air prognosticator for “Fox NFL
Sunday,” co-created, executive-produced, and co-starred in
“Crank Yankers” for Comedy Central/MTV, and co-created and
executive-produced “The Andy Milonakis Show” for MTV and
MTV2.

jimmy

kimmel

FROM ISCHIA

THE

NEW KING

OF AMERICAN TV

Jimmy Kimmel’ talent and career will be honored during
the 10th edition of Los Angeles – Italia with the LA ITALIA
EXCELLENT AWARD, a prize assigned to those personalities
who distinguish themselves for their exceptional contribution
to the world of entertainment.

THE NIGHT OF THE GOvernor awards

the legendary

lizaminnelli
superstar

W

ith her incredible stage presence Liza Minnelli has left an
indelible mark on the show business the world over. Two
films in particular helped to create her legend and spread her
fame across the globe – Bob Fosse’s “Cabaret,” where she acted
and sang à la Bertold Brecht and Kurt Weill, fully expressing the
decadent ambience of Berlin in the Thirties; and “New York, New
York,” brilliantly directed by Martin Scorsese, where she dazzlingly
performed the American jazz melodies of the Fifties. With these two
performances, she established herself as a versatile performer who
would naturally dominate the scene.
Liza Minnelli was born in Los Angeles to two Hollywood legends,
director Vincente Minnelli and superstar Judy Garland. She was
practically raised at MGM studios while her parents worked long
hours. Liza won the first of her four Tony Awards at age 19 and was
nominated for her first Academy Award at age twenty-three for
“The Sterile Cuckoo” (1969). Other dramatic roles followed and,
in1972, she garnered an Oscar for her performance as Sally Bowles
in “Cabaret.” That same year she won the Emmy Award for her
television special “Liza with a Z.”
Among her many acting honors, she also won three of Italy’s
prestigious David di Donatello Awards (including Best Foreign
Actress” for “Sterile Cuckoo” and “Cabaret”), two Golden
Globes® as well as four additional Globes nominations, and a
BAFTA nomination and award for “Sterile Cuckoo” and “Cabaret”
respectively. Throughout the years, Liza continued to alternate her
acting career with her singing, releasing many successful records
including “Liza Minnelli,” “Come Saturday Morning,” “New
Feelin,” and “Live at the Olympia in Paris.”

She was tireless: when she wasn’t on a film set, she would work in
the theatre or appear on TV, or record music that would climb to
the top of the charts. Liza was able to completely express her artistic
maturity with music. Having a long history with Frank Sinatra, Liza
teamed with Sinatra on his famous “Duets” CD and Sammy Davis
Jr. joined the two legendary singers for a series of concerts and TV
shows which were extremely well received worldwide.
Liza also collaborated with many other significant recording artists
of her time. She was the guest of honor at the Freddy Mercury
Tribute, where she sang an unforgettable version of “We Are The
Champions” at London’s Wembley Stadium. The show was watched
on television by over a billion viewers around the world.

jack vAlenti

SAMMY DAVIS Jr, LIZA
MINNELLI AND FRANK
SINATRA - SING FOR YOU
LIVE FROM DETROIT – 89’

Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis, Jr.,
and Liza Minnelli - three amazing
icons of American popular song,
appear together on one stage – the
Fox Theater in Detroit. The time is
1988, and these three powerhouse
superstars are in fine voice, each
bringing their uniquely personal
style and artistry to a SRO evening
of classic music. Each gets to do
a solo portion, and each brings
down the house.
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IN THE NAME OF

Jack Valenti and his wife Mary Margaret Wiley

jack valenti award
2013
2014
2015

Al Pacino
Angelica Huston
Liza Minnelli
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niaf
STRENGTHENING THE TIES

between usa and italy

T

he National Italian American
Foundation is a resource for
the Italian American Community;
preserving the Italian American
heritage and culture; promoting
and inspiring a positive image and
legacy of Italian Americans; and
strengthening and empowering
ties between the United States and
Italy.
At NIAF we bring together people
whose passion for their Italian
American heritage and love of
Italy inspires them to belong
to something larger! We are an
organization, but moreso we are
a family, a community whose
members embrace shared values,
a rich cultural legacy and the
priceless gift of identity that our
immigrant ancestors worked hard
to pass on to us.

Joe Piscopo, NIAF Celebrity Ambassador,
John M. Viola, President NIAF,
and Joseph V. Del Raso, Chairman NIAF

Students visiting Italy on the Peter F. Secchia Voyage of Discovery Program
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Joseph V. del Raso with ambassador Claudio Bisognero

Basketball Hall of Famers Geno Auriemma, Jerry Colangelo (Former NIAF Chairman)
and baseball legend Mike Piazza

EVERYBODY WANTS TO BE ITALIAN

richard harrison

The monumental contributions of Italian-American artists
to the global showbiz industry. The Capri in the World Institute
celebrates them in Italy and abroad

E

ntertainment, politics, science and
sports – these are some of the fields
where Italians excel in America, contributing
to its greatness and carving out a place for
themselves in the nation’s history. Fiorello
La Guardia, Joe Di Maggio, Frank Sinatra,
Mario and Andrew Cuomo, Don DeLillo,
Franco Modigliani, Frank Zappa and Jimmy
Kimmel and Madonna, to name a few. They
all represent old and new generations of
Italian- Americans whose creativity, talent
and hard work honors both countries and
bonds them together.
American cinema has always been fueled
by Italian genius. From the legendary
Rudolfo Valentino to the groundbreaking
Quentin Tarantino, many are the American
celebrities whose Italian roots have left their
imprints on their artistic personalities:
Frank Capra, Vincente and Liza Minnelli,
Henri and Jane Fonda, Martin Scorsese,
Francis Ford Coppola, Robert De Niro, Al
Pacino, John Travolta, Brian De Palma,
Sylvester Stallone, Ann Bancroft, Leonardo
Di Caprio, amongst others.
The new generation of Italian-Americans
features Mark Ruffalo, who has been
nominated for an Academy Award as
Best Supporting Actor for his brilliant
performance in Bennett Millers’
“Foxcatcher.” After experiencing personal
difficulties - that he fought with the
obstinacy and determination typical of his
land of origin (his paternal great grandfather
came from the province of Catanzaro and his
mother was also of Italian descent) - Ruffalo
has finally found the place he deserves
amongst the stars of Hollywood.
His irregular face, profound eyes, enigmatic
yet reassuring expression combined with
his talent are capable of capturing both
mainstream and independent cinema. In a
few years’ time Ruffalo was able to establish
his name among the most fascinating
performers and has even been spoken of as
the new Marlon Brando.
Ruffalo’s big break
came in 2000 with “You
Can Count on Me,” a
film about two orphan
siblings which earned
praise from film critics
and moviegoers alike.
After recovering from
an illness, he played the
role of a tough detective
in Jane Campion’s “In
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The Cut” afterwhich, hot on
the trail of a psychopath killer,
he delivered one of his best
performances as Inspector
David Toschi in David Fincher’s
compelling thriller “Zodiac,”
a story set in San Francisco
during the Seventies. With his
worn out trench coat and scruffy
hair, Ruffalo embodied a streetsmart detective with a turbulent
past, giving life to a captivating
role where he was able to fully
express his extraordinary ability.
He has worked with the likes of
Martin Scorsese, Michael Gondry,
Spike Jonze and Josh Weadon,
who turned him into the most
appreciated “Incredible Hulk”
ever.
This year is not the first time that
Ruffalo was nominated for the
prestigious statuette.
Four years ago he was
a contender with “The
Kids Are All Right,”
opposite Julianne Moore
and Annette Bening.
Let’s root for him, in the
hope that his dream will
come true!

an unstoppable love
for italy

ruffalo
mark
lian-american
an ita
oscar nominee

Carlo Lizzani, Sylvester Stallone and Francesco Maselli

Linda and Sebastian
Harrison

Nancy Brilli
and Robert Davi

Rick Nicita and Paula Wagner

Dina and Martha De Laurentiis
Marco Beltrami

David O. Russel

John Turturro and
Stefano Caldoro

Art Furia and Danny De Vito

Renato Balestra and Melissa Leo

Antonio Cupo and Marta Gastini

Giuliana Depandi and her parents Eduardo and Anna

Marcella Tyler

Mira and Paul Sorvino

Steven Seagal

Tyrone jr. and Romina Power

Vincent Spano

Keith Corradine and Louis Nero

Peter Fonda
John Savage

Michael Giacchino

Mauro Fiore and wife

Maria Bello
Clarissa Burt

F. Murray Abraham
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promoting ITALIANstyle
Bringing Italian films to the US market
Riccardo Maria Monti
Presidente, Agenzia – Ice • Chairman, Italian Trade Commission

T

he first time I addressed the topic of the film
industry as President of the Italian Trade
Commission was in Cannes, year 2011: I was truly
convinced that the awareness and the importance of
our country could be magnified not only by the trade/
investment of our goods, services and technologies,
but also by the resonance that “Made in Italy” as a
whole could receive by the distribution of Italian films
overseas. A film based in Italy, I believe, is not only an
Italian product, but conveys the “Italian mood”, that
is the sum of objects and places, a unique message you
can’t convey without scenes and images.
Since then, we at Italian Trade Agency (ITA) started
to promote, along with our offices around the world,
the audiovisual industry as a trade sector that, as in any
other sector, needs customers, buyers, distributors,
investors and investments . Thus, the Italian Film
Commission project became actively involved in
multitasking in order to:
- promote Italian films throughout the US by way of
their festivals (10 in last year);
- inform the US majors about the great advantage that
the ”Italian Film Tax Credit law” (implemented in 2010)
represents in terms of attraction of foreign investments
(more than 100 dossier followed in the last 5 years);
- foster the distribution of Italian films in more than 20
States, 35 cities and 100 theatres with the 2nd edition of
“Cinema Made in Italy” - a specific project promoted by
Ministry of Economic Development, ANICA, Ministry
of Cultural Affairs, Luce Cinecittà and ITA more than
100 thousands tickets sold in 2014;
- support the official entry for Italy at the Academy
Awards with a PR and Marketing campaign;
- open the US market, for the first time, to Italian TV
producers;
- increase the incoming of business people of the film
industry to Italian film festivals in regions such as
Tuscany, Sicily, Campania, and Liguria.
In order to perform these tasks at their best, we became
an Agency, the Italian Trade Agency (ITA), that needs
partners and platforms: with “Los
Angeles, Italia – Film Fashion and
Art Fest 2015” and the renown
events in Ischia (summer) and Capri
(winter) this is the fourth time we
work together in a communion of
intents and objectives.
I wish all the best to the 10th edition
of “Los Angeles, Italia” and extend my
sincerest congratulations to Pascal
Vicedomini, Inventor and Founder of the event.

Riccardo Monti e Sir Rocco Forte all’Hotel de Russie di Roma in occasione della consegna
dell’Italia Icon Award 2014 a Franca Sozzani, direttore di Vogue Italia

supporting

excellence
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2015 WILL BE A BIG YEAR FOR

the ITALIAN AUDIOVISUAL INDUSTRY
Carlo Angelo Bocchi
Italian Trade Commissioner

L

ast year was great to increase the awareness of the
Italian industry into the States: “The Great Beauty”
won the Academy Awards, 15 Italian movies were distributed in the domestic market, many American productions traveled to Italy to benefit from the tax credit
and the number of Italian talents and movies presented
at local festivals were in constant growth.
In fact it is important to underline that Italian Film
Commission - the Italian Trade Agency audiovisual
project - is spreading out communication and knowledge on the Italian cinema within the local industry
(more than 30 dossiers with local majors and independent producers regarding tax incentive) and Italy as an
equipped screening place, much cheaper now, due to
the recent appreciation of USD.
Our film industry is a viable productive sector on the same level
as others and we have finally overcome the label of only “cultural
product”, jumping into the normal context where the Italian Trade Agency has always worked: the promotion of a movie (product/
technology) that is in need of investors and distribution partners.
Another opportunity has been created last year for the first time
to help the distribution of Italian films in the USA and with the
second edition is becoming a common task: promoted by our
Ministry of Economic Development with the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs, ANICA and Luce Cinecittà, studied and developed by
Emerging Picture – NYC and ITA – Los Angeles, “Cinema made

Roberto Stabile,
Head International Department and Events

in Italy 2015” will present in the largest scale ever another series
of 5 movies in more than 20 US States - 35 cities, 100 theatres (in
2014 more than 100 thousands tickets sold).
The Italian movie industry is quintessentially important to promoting our country and the expression of our cultural values,
trends and innovations. Italian Cinema provides a single, comprehensive tool for achieving that meaningful goal.
In this frame, “Los Angeles, Italia Film, Fashion and Art Fest” is
another important platform and link with the US industry, and
Pascal Vicedomini, founder, creator and organizer of the Festival
should be congratulated for the program he built up again on the
2015 Edition.

Founded in 1944, ANICA is the association that represents the Italian film, audiovisual and multimedia industries in dealings with political and union institutions while establishing relations with all the key players in the promotion
of films and communications products in Italy and abroad. Within Italy’s Federation Confindustria Cultura Italia, ANICA is a member of Confindustria (the
Italian Industry Confederation), actively representing the film industry. The association is divided into three sections: producers, distributors and technical
enterprises (printing and development, film studios and sound-sets, equipment
rental, editing, audio and video post-production, dubbing and transport).
As Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences’s representative in Italy, ANICA selects Italy’s Oscar candidate for best foreign film. The association is also
a founding partner of the “David di Donatello” Award. ANICA belongs to the
Association for the International Collective Management of Audiovisual Works
(AGICOA). Anica is a permanent member of FAPAV, the Italian Audiovisual AntiPiracy Federation.
In recent years Anica has enhanced offices, offering services to meet the needs of
members that deal with the changing economic and technological environment:
tax benefits for those who invest in the production and distribution of Italian Cinema, access to credit, relations with regional and local institutions, studies and
quantitative analysis and context information related to specific instruments for
the audiovisual sector. In terms of international promotion Anica, in collaboration
with the competent public institutions, is developing an activity of consolidation
in mature markets and opening new opportunities for the internazionalization of
the audiovisual companies and of the Italian audiovisual product.
Within SIAE and APT, ANICA has established an Italian national agency for the International Standard Audiovisual Number (ISAN), making Italy a part of the international system for audiovisual registration. ANICA also provides film companies
with assistance involving promotion, working through its subsidiary ANICA Servizi. An ANICA branch office has been opened in Milan, expanding the Association’s
domestic presence.
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The magic lives on

2006-2015 • Ten Successful Years
2006

(February 26-March 4)
The Italian cinema passed
the test at the first L.A. Italia Festival
with over 10,000 viewers attending thirty
movie screenings.
Even though our Academy Award
nominees didn’t win - Cristina
Comencini, director of “Don’t Tell”;
Gabriella Pescucci, costume designer
for “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”
and Dario Marinelli, music composer
for “Pride & Prejudice”- the Capri
Nel Mondo Institute took homethe
awareness that “… a solid bridge for a
cultural exchange is being built – since
1995 – between the Island of Capri
with its “Capri, Hollywood” festival and
Los Angeles, California,” as declared
by Pascal Vicedomini, founder and
producer of these two events. Hollywood
also witnessed the debut of festival
co-founders Marina Cicogna, Franco
Nero, Lina Wertmuller and Tony Renis
(regarded as the musical ‘soul’ of the
group and immediately elected its
“Honorary Chairman”).
For starters, the 2006 L.A. Italia event,
whose official poster of the festival
featured a night shot of the Colosseum,
enjoyed the support of Cim Group Inc
(with its principal Shaul Kuba), the Lazio
Region, and Rai Trade, as well as Mibac
(D.G.Cinema). Among the attractions
that mostly engaged the audience,
we recall: 1) Lina Wertmuller’s film
retrospective: The well-known Italian
director was treated to a Hollywood party
in her honor organized by producer David
Codikov, complete with a welcoming
speech by Al Pacino. She was also invited
to lecture a class of students attending
the University Southern California;
2) A retrospective about the talented
Gabriele Muccino, presenting his first
all-American movie with Will Smith;
3) Valentino and Gabriella Pescucci’s
costume exhibitions, the first based on
nine elegant party gowns created for
Gwyneth Paltrow, Renée Zellweger, Cate
Blanchett, Kate Beckinsale, Jennifer
Garner, Kate Hudson, Sandra Bullock
and Elle MacPherson; the second on
nine costumes created by Sartoria Tirelli
in Rome for Michelle Pfeiffer, Jessica
Lange, Uma Thurman, Demi Moore,
Monica Bellucci, Jacqueline Bisset,
Catherine Deneuve, Robert De Niro
and Johnny Depp; 5) A photo expo on
cinema in the Lazio Region, attended by
two masters of the Italian haute cuisine:
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Mike Stoller

Larry King, Al Pacino and Michele Placido togheter at LA Italia 2013 for the Inaugural “Jack Valenti
Legend Award”

chefs Massimo Riccioli and Anna Dente;
6) NIAF’s big gala night at the Regent
Beverly Wilshire led by Jack Valenti (then
the long-time president of the Motion
Picture Association of America) with two
exceptional guests: Oscar –winning actor
Ernest Borgnine and L.A. Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa.
Actors Raoul Bova, Stefania Rocca,
Enrico Lo Verso and Carlo Carlei stood
out among the official delegation, as
did songwriter Gigi D’Alessio who was
touring the West Coast at that time.
Among the illustrious guests were
Oscar recipients Norman Jewison
and Jon Voight (who recently was the
extraordinary protagonist of the Rai-Lux
Vide TV movie dedicated to Pope John
Paul II, a role that won him and producer
Tom Sternberg the L.A. Italia Excellence
Award, designed by Micucci). With them
were Paul Mazursky, Jacqueline Bisset,
Dolph Lundgren, Roxanna Arquette, the
up-and-coming star Gerard Butler, Keith
Carradine and finally, producers Larry
Turman, Lawrence Bender, Steven Paul
and Barry Navidi.
The divine Ms. Sophia Loren made an
appearance at the Silvia Damiani event.

2007

(February 18-24) This
was the year of the big
popular festival breakthrough on the
West Coast: costume designer Milena
Canoero was awarded her third Oscar –
for Sofia Coppola’s “Marie Antoinette”.
Sadly no prize went to makeup magicians
Signoretti and Sodano.

Clint Eastwood with Maria and Ennio Morricone

Christoph Waltz and Franco Nero

and Education. It was also the year of the
charity gala event for the movie “Invisible
Children”, produced by MKFilm and
Maria Grazia Cucinotta with UNICEF and
the World Food Program.
There was also a memorable tribute to
maestro Ennio Morricone, who received
the Academy’s Lifetime Achievement
Award from Clint Eastwood. Not to
mention Italian rocker Vasco Rossi’s
surprise appearance at the special
screening of Stefano Salvati’s video-clip,
in which he was the lead character.
The 2007 edition guests included Raoul
Bova with Federico Moccia, Claudia
Gerini with Federico Zampaglione
and, next to Valeria

Golino, Hollywood first-timer Riccardo
Scamarcio, who connected immediately
with Jeff Goldblum. Director Giulio
Base, together with Dolph Lundgren and
the Cruz sisters, Penelope and Monica,
introduced his new movie “L’inchiesta”.
Italian-American screenwriter Bobby
Moresco (Academy Award for “Crash”)
debuted as festival chairman that year,
too. At the Chinese Theatre, and at the
Italian Lounge at Trastevere in Hollywood
& Highland Center (where singer
Agostino Penna performed beautifully),
Oscar winner Pietro Scalia, Carlo Gabriel
Nero, Stefano Veneruso, Martina Stella,
Luca Lionello, actors Matthew Modine,
John Savage, Gina Gershon, film
directors Harold Becker and Mick Davis,

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa

The L.A. Italia event calendar presented
a brilliant retrospective dedicated to
legendary movie master Mario Monicelli,
who was presented with a Lifetime
Achievement Award by General Consul
Diego Brasioli and IIC Director Francesca
Valente, as well as with honors from
the University of Southern California
by Dean Elizabeth Dailey. This was the
year of the collaboration with Shoah
Foundation and Mimmo Calopresti’s
documentary, “Volevo solo vivere”,
screened on the opening day of the
festival. The emotionally-charged
event engaged both audiences and the
media, who rushed in to listen to the
speech given by Douglas Greenberg,
Executive Director of USC’s Shoah
Foundation Institute for Visual History

Mario Monicelli with
Francesca Valente and Diego Brasioli

Giovanna Mezzogiorno and Raoul Bova

Dennis Hopper

Norman Jewison

Cristina Comenicini and Gaetano Blandini

and producers Avi Lerner and Chiara
Tilesi were there too.
The official image of the 2007 Festival
edition was Venice’s Grand Canal, owing
to an explicit request by the Venice
Casino that supports the event together
with Cinecittà Holding, the Lazio Region,
the Campania Region, Sangemini and
Cafe do Brazil.

2008

(February 17-23) The
festival that year started
in the best possible way: Bernardo
Bertolucci got a star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame, a tribute granted by the
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce upon
the request of the Capri Nel Mondo
Institute. The Maestro was unable
to attend due to his ailing health but
nevertheless his star was unveiled in
front of the Chinese Theatre.
The classic Italian cinema was
represented by directors Carlo Lizzani
and Citto Maselli, who were given the IIC
Lifetime Achievement award by General
Consul Nicola Faganello, and who – at the
Chinese Theatre – gave an award to an
exceptional guest: Italian-American actor
and director Sylvester Stallone.
Dante Ferretti, however, (with Francesca
Lo Schiavo) was the main attraction as he
received his second Oscar for his design
of Tim Burton’s “Sweeney Todd” sets.
The same thrill was generated when
composer Dario Marianelli basked in
his moment of glory, bringing home
the legendary statuette for scoring Joe
Wright’s “Atonement”. The only one
left out was the third Italian candidate,
Andrea Jublin, a contender in the short
film category.
The Italian delegation also included
actor and filmmaker Michele Placido,
Lina Sastri, Raoul Bova, Enrico Lo Verso
and newcomers Valeria Solarino (the
Festival ‘godmother’), Federico Moccia,
Francesco Apolloni, Louis Nero, Ilaria
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Fulvio Lucisano

Massimo Ranieri and Mickey Rourke

Borrelli, Maurizio Aiello and Antonella
Ponziani.
Famous Italian songwriter Ron and the
Bologna-born ‘soulman’ Andrea Mingardi
were highly appreciated for their musical
contributions.
Next to them, a few giants of the US
industry: Oscar winners Steven Zaillian,
Paul Haggis and F. Murray Abraham
(who was involved with Stefano Todini
and Patrizia Pellegrino in a small movie
shot in Umbria). And then Steven Seagal,
Keith Carradine, Treat Williams, Tomas
Arana, Johan Collins, Lindsay Lohan,
Sofia Vergara (still unknown to the
mainstream), Romina Power with her
brother Tyrone Jr. and producers Mark
Canton, Jeremy Thomas, Kevin King and
Humberto Gatica.
The official image of the 2008 edition
was the Gulf of Naples projected onto a
number of Hollywood buildings. The size
of the audience revealed the growth of the
event: about 13,000 people attended the
Italian Art Gallery set up at the Hollywood
& Highland Center. A photographic
exhibition was arranged by the
Experimental Centre of Cinematography
about Bernardo Bertolucci with the title
“Durante la rivoluzione” and “La Via
del Petrolio” (in collaboration with Eni)
was screened. Much admiration was
generated by the costumes designed
by artist Catia Dottori for Lizzani’s film
“Hotel Meina” and by the haute
couture creations by
late designer Egon
Von Furstenberg
(presented by his
children Alex and
Tatiana and by his
ex-wife Diane von
Furstenberg, now a
fashion icon). 15,000
viewers visited the
Mann Chinese 6 theatre
to watch a selection of
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Treat Williams

Silvia, Christian and Brando De Sica

contemporary and classic
movies. Among the other events,
particularly appreciated was
the tribute to Luciano Pavarotti
(with the screening of the movie “Yes,
Giorgio”), a few months after the tenor’s
death.

2009

(February 15-21) The
work of legendary Vittorio
de Sica was celebrated, with speeches by
actor-director Dennis Hopper and Mark
and James Canton at the Mann Chinese
6 Theatre, where they expressed their
love for the Italian cinema “maestro.”
De Sica’s son Christian and grandson
Brando proudly waved the Oscar won by
the filmmaker (for “La Ciociara”), to the
audience which included film director
Pupi Avati and his film-producer brother
Antonio, both of whom received a warm
Hollywood welcome as witnesses of the
great contemporary cinema who have
made their mark on the history of world
entertainment. Pupi Avati was lauded
with a movie retrospective, the IIC prize,
and a tribute at U.S.C.

Milena Canonero

Jeff Goldblum

Christian Slater

arranged by young professor Alex Ago and
about 500 students.
2008 was the year of “Gomorra” – the big
hit movie by Matteo Garrone exposing
Naples’ criminal underworld. “Los
Angeles, Italia” promoted a positive
side of the city with movies shot in the
Gulf that are part of film history and
special guests from its surroundings.
Chief among them was Massimo
Ranieri, a legendary representative of
the Neapolitan theatre and song who,
after showing his film about Pulcinella,
gave the mask of Lello Esposito as a gift
to Oscar favorite Mickey Rourke (“The
Wrestler”) who had just attended the
Gala at the Kodak Theatre. With them,
director Pappi Corsicato, musicians Tony
Esposito and songwriter Guido Lembo
who, at Jack and Leslie Kavanaugh’s
home, involved Michael Bublè and Tony
Renis in an improvised concert. Same
response for Guido at the Chinese Theatre
where along with anchor-woman Simona
Ventura, another star was singing: ItalianAmerican “Easy Rider” interpreter, Peter
Fonda.
Stylist Rocco Barocco arranged an
haute couture exhibition at the
Italian Art Gallery at Hollywood &
Highland Center: twenty “vintage”
costumes told the story of twenty
years of work within an exceptional
background: the photographic
exhibition “La Campania e il
Cinema.”
One of the most emotional
moments was the tribute to
legendary producer Franco Cristaldi

Dougral Greenberg and wife

Monica and Penelope Cruz with Giulio Base

(“Cinema Paradiso”) with his wife Zeudi
Araya and director Massimo Spano,
accompanied by Michelangelo. The guests
included Marco Pontecorvo, Maria Sole
Tognazzi, Adriano Giannini, Antonio
Cupo. Flautist Andrea Griminelli and
composer Andrea Morricone and concert
performer Irene Veneziano wowed the
audience. Other glittering personalities
on hand were: Malin Akerman, David
Boreanaz, Gina Gershon, Heather
Graham, Ioan Gruffudd, John Landis,
Rodrigo Santoro, Christian Slater, Lesley
Ann Warren and anche Micah Alberti
and Rumer Willis, Moran Atias, Darin
Brooks, Clare Casey, Erika Christensen,
Randi Ingerman, Katherine Kelly Lang,
Alex Meneses, Brigitte Nielsen, Francisco
Quinn, Jonathan Tucker, Nathalia Ramos;
producers Michael Burns, Mike Nozik
and Philippe Martinez; super agents
and managers of the ‘biz’ industry Jack

Roxanna Arquette

Jon Voight

Daryl Hannah

Gilardi, Jason Weinberg, David
Luca Guadagnino and Dario Argento
Guillod, Tracy Brennan.
And when everything seemed
to be over, the lights suddenly
best of auspices due to the participation
came up again to shine on the greatest
of director Enzo G. Castellari, underlined
international diva ever to grace the
– on Sunday February 28th – by the
Oscars’ red carpet: Neapolitan Sophia
arrival at the Mann Chinese 6 Theatre of
Loren.
celebrated Italian-American colleague
Quentin Tarantino (nominated for
(February 28-March 6)
eight Oscars for the movie “Inglourious
2010 Oscar winners Mauro
Basterds” loosely inspired by Castellari’s
Fiore (DP) and Michael Giacchino
film “Quel maledetto treno blindato”).
(music composer); makeup artists
And also due to the acknowledgement
Aldo Signoretti and Vittorio Sodano,
of tenor Andrea Bocelli by the Capri Nel
screenwriters Armando Iannucci and
Mondo Institute: a legendary star on
Alessandro Camon, composer Marco
the Hollywood Walk of Fame was to be
Beltrami, and sound engineer Tony
awarded on March 2nd. The event was
Lamberti were the eight artists at the
celebrated the evening before, with a
center of the promotion of Oscar Night.
gala presented – for the first time ever in
Next to them, Oscar-winning director
the Italian entertainment industry – at
Gabriele Salvatores and actor Fabio
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, where – with
De Luigi attended the world premiere
1,000 people attending – Bocelli received
of their movie
a prize from the hand of the beautiful
“Happy Family”.
actress Rosario Dawson. The TuscanyThe event was
born tenor shared the celebration with
highlighted on US
his US producer David Foster, who
television as that
was in turn presented with an award by
two exceptional
Salvatores. A similar prize was given to
‘godfathers’ were
Warner Bros. marketing chief Sue Kroll.
to welcome their
The godmother for 2010 L.A. Italia
Italian colleagues
was Sicilian actress Isabella Ragonese.
at the Mann
She was accompanied by Christian De
Chinese 6 Theatre: Sica, Massimo Ghini, young Rosabell
Sylvester Stallone
Laurenti Sellers (for the California
and Samuel L.
premiere of “Mi ricordo di Anna Frank”
Jackson.
by Alberto Negrin), Luca Guadagnino,
Stefania Rocca and Jacqueline Bisset Lindsay Lohan
2010 L.A. Italia
for the California premiere of “I Am
started under the
Love”, Maria Grazia Cucinotta, Marco
Bonini with director Edoardo Leo, actor
Leopoldo Mastelloni, for a special tribute
to Federico Fellini. And among the other
celebrities we saw Oscar winner Forest
Whitaker, the godfather of the opening
day, Oscar winner Helen Mirren and
director Taylor Hackford, to express
their regard for Franco Nero. Other
guests were: Gedeon Burkhard, Sofia
Milos, Luis Prieto, Moran Atias, Andrea
Osvart, Eugenya Chernishova, Francisco
Queen, producer Harvey Weinstein, the
undisputed King of Hollywood during
the Award Season.

Harold Becker, Barri Navidi and Bernard Hiller

2010

Sandy Powell
and Gabrielle Pescucci
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2015

1 0 th A n n i v e r s a r y

Helen Mirren and Taylor Hackford

2011

(February 20-26) A tribute
to legendary producer Dino
De Laurentiis opened the event with
remarks by his wife Martha and his
daughter Dina and a documentary by
journalist Tonino Pinto. The audience
also included Italian-American actor
Joe Mantegna (awarded with L.A. Italia’s
Excellence Award), his colleague Tony
Musante (awarded by Cinecittà Luce) and
great director Marco Bellocchio who was
the protagonist of all the festival events
taking place at the Chinese Theatre, the
University of Southern California and
IIC where he was awarded the Lifetime
Achievement Award.
Among the other festival stars: the étoile
Roberto Bolle who became the symbol
of this year’s festival, as well as actors
Kim Rossi Stuart and Luigi Lo Cascio
with their film retrospectives. Jazz
piano player Stefano Bollani wowed the
audience with his Hollywood debut.
The all-Italian happening in Hollywood,
on the eve of Oscar night, introduced
costume designer Antonella Cannarozzi,
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Hope Dworaczyc

Gabriele Salvatores, Samuel L. Jackson and Fabio De Luigi

nominated for the film “I Am Love” by
Guadagnino, as well as Italian-US actress
Melissa Leo (born in Salerno) who won
a Best Actress Academy Award for “The
Fighter”.
The event celebrated 150 years of Italian
unification with a number of movies by
Pietro Germi, Florestano Vancini, the
Taviani Brothers and Luigi Magni, aiming
to shape and strengthen the national
awareness; along with the arthouse
movies, a number of Italian successful
contemporary comedies were presented:
from Checco Zalone’s “Che bella
giornata” to Luca Miniero’s “Benvenuti
al Sud” with the duo Bisio-Stani; from
Fausto Brizzi’s “Maschi contro femmine”
and “Femmine contro maschi” to Luca
Lucini’s “La donna della mia vita”.
Organized in collaboration with CIM
Group, Eni, Rai, Alitalia, the patronage
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, of the
Direction General Cinema of the Ministry
of the Cultural Heritage and Activity, with
support from the Italian Embassy in USA
and in cooperation with NIAF – National
Italia American Foundation, the General
Consulate of Italy, the Institute for the
Foreign Commerce and the

Caterina D’Amico and Isabella Ragonese

Los Angeles Italian Institute of Culture,
Cinecittà Studios, Cinecittà Luce, the
Experimental Centre of Cinematography,
the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce,
Italian Independent Productions and the
University of Southern California (USC),
2011 L.A. Italia was once again presided
over by Bobby Moresco and paid tribute
to legendary master Mario Monicelli
(screening one of his masterpieces, “I
soliti ignoti” (“Big Deal on Madonna
Street”, a movie that inspired US
filmmakers) and to set designer Dante
Ferretti with Gianfranco Giagni’s docufilm presented in Venice. Among the
most significant moments, there was a
tribute to the victims of the earthquake
of L’Aquila (2009) with a special
screening of a documentary entitled “Un
anno dopo – Memory Hunters” made
by the students of Aquila’s Academy of
Image Arts and Sciences and presented
in Venice in 2010. The beautiful and
scarred Abruzzi town was the symbol of
the official poster of 2011 Los Angeles
Italia, in order to raise awareness and
to remember those who suffer and are
unable to fulfill their artistic dreams as

Adriano Giannini
and Simona Ventura

Guido Lembo, Tony Renis, Pupi Avati, Michael Buble and Antonio Avati

Joan Collins and Percy Gibson

they are busy coping with the
difficulties of their everyday
lives.   2011 Los Angeles, Italia
2011 was promoted by the Capri
Nel Mondo Institute.
Among the most appreciated
guests of the entire week were
Danish filmmaker Susan Bier
(later an Oscar recipient), Joel
Schumacher (holding court
during a lunch at Tod’s on Rodeo
Drive), Sofia Vergara (now a real
star), Harold Becker, Luck Evans,
Mark Canton, Malin Akerman,
Robert Davi, Elsa Pataki, Paul
Weller, Nastassja Kinski, Jacqueline
Bisset, John Savage,
Fisher Stevens. And
many other Italians
attended, such as
artists residing in
California: Pietro
Scalia, Dante Spinotti,
Gabriella Cristiani,
Gisella Marengo. The
event closed at Silvia
Damiani and Tomas
Arana’s mansion.

John and Debora Landis

Lina Sastri and Leopoldo Mastelloni

Dante Spinotti
Gabriele Muccino

Dolph Lundgren

Carolina Crescentini, Joe Mantegna and Chiara Francini

2012

Los Angeles, Italia’s
seventh edition opened
with a tribute to Dario Argento’s work as
a master of horror cinema, premiering
his “Dracula 3D”, that earned him a
gala in his honor at the subsequent
Cannes Film Festival. However, 2012
was also the year of the third Oscar
for Dante Ferretti and Francesca Lo
Schiavo, for Martin Scorsese’s “Hugo”;
this acknowledgement stirred intense
emotion in the two artists, more so than
when they accepted their two previous
Academy Awards.
The President of L.A. Italia 2012 was
master Pupi Avati, with a delegation
of young people including director
Paolo Genovese, performers Carolina
Crescentini, Chiara Francini, actor
Dario Castiglio, and the multi-talented
Elisabetta Canalis (recent host of the
Sanremo Song Context)) as festival
godmother.
Among the most memorable moments
of the 7th Los Angeles, Italia Festival,
were the performances of musicians Enzo
Gragnaniello and Piero Gallo at IIC, and
at home with producers Avi Lerner and
Heidi Jo Markel, together with Danny
Glover, Mischa Barton, Nastassja Kinski
and John Savage.
Unforgettable was the tribute to
legendary Peppino Di Capri, which
inaugurated a strong partnership with the
Grammy Museum, and opening the door
for a similar event on a yearly basis. The
musician from Capri received a special
award bestowed upon him by the great
Mike Stoller, the celebrated composer for
Elvis Presley.
Among the most welcomed guests of the
festival were directors Joel Schumacher
and Kenny Ortega, as well as actors Joe
Mantegna and Joan Collins.
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Marco Bellocchio, Joel Schumacher and Bobby Moresco

2013

Kim Rossi Stuart

Danish director Susan Bier, Luigi Lo Cascio and Roberto Bolle

Two days afterwards Weinstein
was again under the Hollywood
spotlight for the arrival of
Quentin Tarantino e Christoph
Waltz who were later awarded
for “Django Unchained”. They
were warmly welcomed by
original “Django” and “Ringo”,
alias Franco Nero and Giuliano
Gemma, both celebrated by the
numerous fans of the “spaghetti
western” movies. That was another
memorable night.
On the music front the classic
event at the Grammy Museum
hosted an exceptional Italian star:
Zucchero Fornaciari. The Italian
king of soul performed “unplugged”
after the screening of a documentary
by Vincenzo
Mollica,
with another
appearance –
the following day
– at the Chinese
Theatre.
The Italian artistic
delegation also
included Fausto
Brizzi and Paolo
Genovese, joined
by Valerio
Zanoli and Tony
Trupia as well
Andrea Mingardi
as by actresses
Claudia Zanella,
Elisabetta Canalis e Madalina Ghenea
(the Romanian beauty “adopted” by the
Italian show business).
A legendary edition to properly celebrate
the Year of the Italian Culture in America,
which had just begun.

2014
Anjelica Huston and Franco Nero
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Steve Coogan
Eli Roth and Lorenza Izzo

Chairman Rick Nicita
and President Martha De
Laurentiis kicked off the 8th edition
of LA ITALIA which took place from
February 17 to 23 2013 with a real
Hollywood red carpet: Al Pacino collected
the first Jack Valenti Legend Award from
the hands of well-known anchorman
Larry King while actor Michele Placido
and producer and director Iginio
Straffi were honored with the LA Italia
Excellence Award. Right afterwards it
was the turn of other two stars: producer
Harvey Weinstein and rising star director
David O. Russell who publicly revealed
his Italian origins (his mother was from
Calabria). Also actor Gerard Butler
appeared among the many stars who
flocked to support the Italian event.

Nastassja Kinski and Luca Lionello

Neil Portnow and Alexandre Desplat

Los Angeles, Italia’s
ninth edition opened at
the Chinese Six Theatres in Hollywood
with a special screening of “The Great
Beauty”, Paolo Sorrentino’s masterpiece
which a few days later triumphed at The
Oscars, winning an Academy Award as
Best Foreign Language Film. The festival
hosted an unprecedented array of stars,

Awards. Vicedomini’s festival was attended
by a number of notable guests, including:
Quentin Tarantino, John Travolta, Toni
Servillo, Roberto Faenza, Eli Roth, Steve
Coogan, Paolo Genovese, Elisabetta Canalis,
Enzo d’Alò, Anita Kravos and Francesco
De Gregori, the popular Italian songwriter,
who delighted the audience with a special
performance of his greatest hits.
Los Angeles, Italia 2014 also hosted a
preview of Noam Murro’s anticipated
movie “300: Rise of an Empire” which was
produced by Gianni Nunnari and Mark
Canton, and presented the Jack Valenti
Legend Award to Angelica Huston, daughter
of John Huston who won an Oscar for
“Prizzi’s Honor.” Also, Somali-American
actor Barkhad Abdi was honored for
“Captain Philips,” a film starring Tom
Hanks and revolving around the hijacking of
the US ship Maersk Alabama.
Vera and Giuliano Gemma

all in love with Italy, a country that hangs
on to its traditions but at the same time
has always been open to changes.
The highly energized evening was
attended by Bono Vox, frontman of the
rock band U2 and Oscar-nominated for
his original song “Ordinary Love,” that
he composed for the film “Mandela:
Long Walk to Freedom.” Al Pacino, the
unforgettable star of many milestone
movies that have impacted the history of
US cinema, presented the Irish artist’s
award. Particularly moving was the
encounter between Bono and Táta Vega,
who sang and acted in Morgan Neville’s
documentary “20 Feet from Stardom,”
which was named Best Documentary
Film of the Year by LA Italia and won an
Oscar in the same category. Táta’s voice
enchanted the theatre audience including
Bono Vox and Alexandre Desplat, who
composed the music for Stephen Frears’
“Philomena.”
Another award was given to ItalianAmerican film director David O.
Russell, whose “American Hustle” was
a contender for a number of Academy

Eline Powell and Roberto Faenza
Mark Canton, Barkhad Abdi and Gianni Nunnari

rory kennedy’s dream
In April of 1975, the North Vietnamese
Army was closing in on Saigon as South
Vietnamese resistance was crumbling.
Approximately 5,000 Americans remained with roughly 24 hours to get out.
Their South Vietnamese allies, co-workers, and friends faced certain imprisonment and possible death if they remained behind. With no official evacuation
plan in place, the clock ticking, and the
city under fire, a number of heroic AmeRory Kennedy
ricans took matters into their own hands,
engaging in unsanctioned and often
makeshift operations in a desperate effort to save as
many people as possible. In those last days in Vietnam,
135,000 men, women and children managed to escape.
A new documentary produced and directed from Rory
Kennedy examines the final days of American presence
in Saigon and the heroic efforts to help evacuate 135,000
South Vietnamese
«I think that the war itself, and the lessons that we can
learn from that war, are still enormously relevant declared Rory Kennedy - As you look at what’s happening in
Iraq, it really feels like it’s an echo of what happened in
Saigon in 1975. We can learn how you get out of a war
and what kind of questions should be raised in entering
into a war by how we extract ourselves. And we clearly
haven’t learned them yet». Rory Kennedy’s “Last Days in
Vietnam received Academy Award® Nomination for
Documentary Feature.
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ambi pictures

A Major Industry Player
A

MBI Pictures, the international group whose partners are the
producer Andrea Iervolino, and the entrepreneur Monika Bacardi,
is undertaking is to provide financial backing for medium to highbudget international films featuring Hollywood names. AMBI Pictures
has already produced dozens of films and is today operating in a
number of different EU countries as well as in North America.
Andrea Iervolino, who has been a producer since the age of 16, has
produced, financed and distributed more than 40 features. A partner
and founder of a number different production companies, he is
currently the youngest and most highly regarded Italian entrepreneur
in the filmmaking sector.
Monika Gomez del Campo Bacardi Lady of Bayfield Hall, better
known as “Monika Bacardi”, is a businesswoman and a film
producer, the co-founder of the AMBI Pictures group, and actively
involved in numerous philanthropic ventures.
Andrea Iervolino, Alec Baldwin and Monika Bacardi
Andrea Iervolino and Monika Bacardi also founded AMBI
Distribution, based in Beverly Hills, California, a worldwide sales
agency that vertically integrates finance, production and distribution
for AMBI Pictures.
AMBI Pictures produced eight feature films in 2014 including the action-thriller “2047
Sights of Death” starring Danny Glover, Daryl Hannah, Rutger Hauer, Stephen Baldwin
and Michael Madsen; the Barry Levinson directed drama, “The Humbling”, starring Al
Pacino, Greta Gerwig, Kyra Sedgwick, Charles Grodin and Dianne Wiest; and the crimethriller “Hope Lost” starring Danny Trejo, Mischa Barton and Michael Madsen.
Recently AMBI produced “Andron - The Black Labyrinth”, by Francesco Cinquemani
starring Alec Baldwin, Danny Glover, Gale Morgan Harold III and the singer Skin.
Andrea Iervolino and the director Marco Risi, in collaboration with Monika Bacardi
produced “Tre Tocchi”, by Marco Risi. In collaboration with Paradox Studios, AMBI
Pictures is also in production with the romantic comedy “All Roads Lead To Rome”
Monika Bacardi and Andrea Iervolino with Sarah Jessica Parker
starring Sarah Jessica Parker.
AMBI Pictures is financing and producing with Franco’s Rabbit Bandini Productions
and That’s Hollywood Pictures a film directed by James Franco and based on Steinbeck’s
gritty, realist style novel: “In Dubious Battle”. Starring James Franco, Selena Gomez,
Vincent D’Onofrio, Robert Duvall, Ed Harris, Bryan Cranston and Danny McBride
Andrea Iervolino and Monika Bacardi are also the co producers of the film “September
of Shiraz”, with the stars Salma Hayek and Academy Award Winner Adrien Brody.
The company has also recently ventured into the world of animation, with two animated
features: “Arctic Justice - Thunder Squad” and “East End”.
Francesco Cinquemani

James Franco

HOPE LOST

dir. David Petrucci – 97’
A young Romanian girl, bored
with small-town life, dreams of
entering the glamorous world she
sees on Italian soap operas. One
night at a club, she meets Gabriel,
who claims to be a TV producer
who wants to cast her in a reality
TV show he is making in Italy.
But when she arrives, she is sold
to the pimp Manol and forced
to make her living on the street.
Things get darker with the arrival
of Ettore, a sadist who makes
snuff movies.
Danny Trejo, Cosetta Turco, Mischa Barton, Andrea Iervolino, Monika Bacardi and Michael Madsen
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He’s
marco

Risi

The talented Roman director
is pursuing his own career
in the footsteps of his iconic father

S

on of Dino Risi, one of the ‘fathers’ of the Italian-style comedy, Marco
Risi is an Italian film director and screenwriter. Born in Rome in 1951,
he began his career as an assistant to directors Nelo Risi (his uncle) and
Duccio Tessari. After writing the screenplays for “Caro papà” (1979) and
“Sono fotogenico” (1980), he continued writing scripts for the films he
directed. In 1982 he made his directorial debut with the movie “Vado a
vivere da solo,” which was followed by “Un ragazzo e una ragazza” and the
generational portrait “Colpo di fulmine”.
In 1987 with “Soldati - 365 all’alba” he revealed his interest in a more
realistic film genre inspired by the typical anger and uneasiness of
young people. He helmed “Mery per sempre,” a harsh portrait of a
juvenile hall in Palermo, and “Ragazzi fuori” (1990), both of which
were characterized by strong social denunciation. These works
garnered awards all over the world, and helped Risi gain a reputation
in his country and abroad.
After “Il muro di gomma,” a docu-film about the hidden truth behind
Ustica’s plane crash, Risi directed “L’ultimo capodanno,” a grotesque
thriller loosely based on a short story by Niccolò Ammaniti.
In 2007, thanks to a Spanish and Argentinian co-production, he shot
the biopic “Maradona - La mano de dios, ” a daring melodramatic
movie on the exciting life of the so-called ‘Pibe de oro’, the
Argentinian soccer phenomenon Diego Armando Maradona. The film
follows Maradona’s childhood in a poor suburb of Buenos Aires and
his incredible adventure to achieve global fame, experiencing public
glory and private difficulties.
In 2008 Risi returned to feature films to explore social and political
subjects with his usual harsh realism. “Fortapasc” is a tribute to
the short and tragic life of Neapolitan journalist Giancarlo Siani,
murdered by the Camorra on September 23, 1985.

his BELOVED

dino

Monika Bacardi, Barry Levinson,
Marco Risi and Andrea Iervolino

LIFE IS A STAGE
dir. Marco Risi – 100’

This film narrates stories
of actors, or better, of
men, with all their passions, frustrations, joys,
disappointments, victories and failures. Their lives
are very different but joined together by a passion
for soccer and for their profession.
Between a training session and an audition, they cross
paths, revealing their difficult lives deprived of true
happiness, where they only experience ephemeral and
short moments of glory. Intriguing glimpses into the
lives of aspiring performers who will never walk on a
red carpet and will never become immortal.

IL SORPASSO

dir. Dino Risi – 105’
Il sorpasso begins on a summer’s day in
Rome when Roberto, a withdrawn young
scholar encounters Bruno (Vittorio Gassman), a middle-aged man driving
a stylish convertible. This chance meeting leads to drinks and eventually
to an extended road trip out of the city. As the unlikely pair spend time
together, they find out more about each other and even visit respective
family members. An unpredictable journey that’s a wildly entertaining
commentary on the pleasures and consequences of the good life.
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Leron Gubler

President Hollywood Chamber of Commerce

O

n behalf of the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, it is my pleasure to send
this note of congratulations to all those associated with the 10th Annual Los
Angeles, Italia - Film, Fashion and Art Fest which runs from February 15th to
the 21st at the historic TLC Chinese Theatre. What a great opportunity to again
celebrate Italian cinema and culture.
Last year’s edition hosted an unprecedented number of stars: Bono Vox, Al
Pacino, Quentin Tarantino, John Travolta Anjelica Huston, Barkhad Abdi, Tata
Vega, and David O Russell, together with Paolo Sorrentino, Toni Servillo and
Roberto Faenza. They all share a profound love for Italy and for its art and culture.
Following in the footsteps of Bernardo Bertolucci and Andrea Bocelli receiving
their respective stars on the legendary Hollywood Walk of Fame, we look forward
to adding Ennio Morricone, another extraordinary Italian whose unforgettable
film scores are the pride of Italy. Morricone will receive his star in recognition of
America’s admiration for his genius-like musical creations.
Americans have always had a love affair with Italy. And here, in Los Angeles, we
have a special affinity for Italians and their country. Numerous people of Italian
descent have settled here, and have made their mark on our town and our various
industries. Many prominent local citizens proudly display their Italian heritage,
such as former L.A. Dodger manager Tommy Lasorda. Hollywood is the home of
the Feast of San Gennaro festival, which is celebrated every fall. The event, hosted
by television personality Jimmy Kimmel (who is of Italian descent), attracts
thousands of people to enjoy Italian food, music and culture.
In this 10th edition the team headed by Pascal Vicedomini will once again strive to
spread Italian culture in the world entertainment capital, right in the heart of the
awards’ season and on the eve of the Academy Awards.

Ennio Morricone
and wife

Andrea Bocelli (2010)

Bernardo Bertolucci (2013)

ennio

morricone
The Next Italian To Be Honored
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welcome
e
m
ho
to our hollywood
SHAUL KUBA
Principal, CIM Group

Dear Friends,
It is with great pleasure that we welcome the 2015 Los Angeles Italia - Film,
Fashion and Art Fest to Hollywood &
Highland Center. On behalf of CIM, I
wish to welcome the filmmakers and
attendees who will once again celebrate
the excellence in Italian cinema!
We wish to honor our dear friend and
visionary, Pascal Vicedomini, the
Founder and Executive Director of Capri
in the World Institute who brings the
best in Italian culture year after year to
Hollywood!
Please enjoy the festival and your time
at Hollywood & Highland!
Sincerely.
Shaul Kuba

Remembering
the maestro francesco

Annat and Shaul Kuba

rosi

Italian director Francesco Rosi, known for
socially engaged investigative dramas,
including 1972 Palme d’Or winner “The
Mattei Affair,” and for his depiction of the
complex roots of corruption in Italy, died
in Rome last January at the age of 92.
After starting out as an assistant to Luchino Visconti in the late 1940s, Naples-born
Rosi kicked off his directorial career at
the 1958 Venice Film Festival, where his
first feature “La sfida” (“The Challenge”),
which delved into the intricacies of the
Neapolitan mob, scooped the Special
Jury prize. His “Hands Over the City” took
on rapacious real-estate developers and
their political cronies in Naples and scooped the 1963 Venice Golden Lion.
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THE LOS ANGELES, ITALIA GENERATION
The Festival serves as a bridge to the International film industry

Rossella Magliulo
Associate Producer LA Italia

A

solid bridge between Italy and America - two disparate
countries whose cultures are nevertheless akin - has
always been the primary purpose for Los Angeles, Italia.
Over the past decade the festival has been actively working
to present Italian talents to the world, especially focusing
on a new generation of talents who continue to move Italian
tradition forward.
For many years, the festival has been paying tribute to a
number of interesting up-and-comers. Among its many
initiatives, it dedicated a retrospective to Gabriele Muccino,
who made his big break in the States with “The Pursuit of
Happiness,” a box office hit starring Will Smith; a tribute to
Matteo Garrone for his internationally renowned “Gomorrah,”
which after its big break in Cannes landed in international
cinema theatres and a celebration of Paolo Sorrentino on the
eve of the Academy Awards’ ceremony. Through Los Angeles,
Italia, young and talented Italian filmmakers attain the
attention they deserve as well as an opportunity to become part
of the global show business community.
Since its inaugural festival in 2006, many young Italian
talents have had the chance to make a name for themselves in
Hollywood during the award-giving season. Raoul Bova, Carlo
Carlei, Claudia Gerini, Enrico Lo Verso, Marco Pontecorvo,
Riccardo Scamarcio, Maria Sole Tognazzi, Kim Rossi Stuart,
Carolina Crescentini, Isabella Ragonese, Adriano Giannini,
Pappi Corsicato, Fabio De Luigi are well known in the Italian
entertainment business, and are ready and willing to pursue
exposure in Hollywood.
The festival will certainly bring luck to many young people
full of talent and determination who are currently unknown:
Edoardo Leo, who has been able to rise through the ranks
after years of hard work; Rosabel Laurenti Sellers, whose
mixed Italian-American origins gained her a part in “Game
of Thrones”; Lorenzo Richelmy, who will star as Marco Polo
in the Netflix TV series; and Enrico Maria Artale, an up and
coming film director whose “Il terzo tempo”, won him the Best
Innovative Budget Award at the recent Venice Film Festival are
but a few. Their promising careers are bound to take off from
Los Angeles, Italia and be catapulted to global fame.

Daniela Ciancio
Alessandra Mastronardi

Edoardo Leo
Emily Ratajkowski and Riccardo Scamarcio

Valeria Golino

the man of the hour

Lorenzo Rochelmy, Enrico Maria Artale and Margherita Laterza

Francesco Apolloni Tony Trupia

sebastiano somma

marco pontecorvo’s

THE STRENGTH OF INTELLIGENCE

world premiere

Pontecorvo’s latest movie is a bitter
comedy about the pressing issue of employment, featuring American superstar
John Turturro, who never concealed his
love for Italy, along with one of Italy’s
most appreciated performers, Luca
Zingaretti. “TIPS – Tempo Instabile con
Probabili Scharite,” will have its world
premiere on February 15, 2015 at the
TCL Chinese 6 Theaters in Hollywood,
during the 10th edition of the Los Angeles, Italia – Film, Fashion and Art Fest.
After directing the acclaimed “Pa-ra-da”
(launched at L.A., Italia in 2009) Marco
Pontecorvo now explores contemporary Italy portraying its virtues and faults.

PARTLY CLOUDY
(With Sunny Spells)

dir. Marco Pontecorvo – 94’
In a quiet town of Marche, a
co-op sofa factory is on the
verge of bankruptcy when two
friends make an extraordinary
discovery: OIL! This amazing
incident sets off a series of
explosive events: friendships
are broken, marriages and families are threatened and the
whole town is in an uproar.
TIPS is a bittersweet comedy; a sarcastic metaphor of
virtues and vices in the light
of contemporary Italy.
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Rodrigo Santoro

After years of hard work in TV, cinema and
theatre, he has become a most sought-after
actor, the Italian star of the moment. Edoardo Leo, who is also a film director and a
screenwriter, recently starred in a number
of movies in which audiences and critics
showed their appreciation for his talent and
flair. A new exciting challenge awaits him in
“Noi e la Giulia,” a story set in the world of
camorra and told with comedic tones.

rosabell
laurenti
sellers
from anne frank
to game of thrones
Despite her gentle and graceful looks, Rosabell Laurenti
Sellers - who owes her popularity to her portrayal of Anne Frank in an Italian TV drama - is going to be extremely
dangerous when she handles her sword. The 19-year-old
Italian actress is a new entry in the 5th season of the hit HBO
fantasy TV series “Game of Thrones”. Los Angeles, Italia is
issuing her a passport to stardom.

Sebastiano Somma made his stage debut when
he was very young. He was in love with acting
and was a theatre regular. He first performed professionally at 16 in Edoardo’s Scarpetta’ comedy
“Miseria e nobiltà” and in “Sorelle Materassi”
a play based on the novel of the same name by
Aldo Palazzeschi.
In the Eighties he appeared in such Italian box
office hits as Sergio Corbucci’s “Rimini Rimini,”
Carlo Vanzina’s “I miei primi quarant’ anni” and
Dario Argento’s “Opera.” However, his big break
came with the miniseries “Sospetti” in which he
starred, and his popularity was later confirmed
with the long running, five season miniseries,
“Un caso di coscienza,” where he played the role
of the brilliant lawyer Rocco Tasca, always struggling to support the weak.
But theatre is still his greatest passion. He honed
his talents with Aldo Giuffrè and Rosalia Maggio,
becoming an actor capable of delivering
any kind of performance, for example in the
comedy “Sunshine”, directed by Giorgio Albertazzi alongside actress
Benedicta Boccoli.
In 2008 Sebastiano
Somma participated in
the 6th Marco Luchetta
International Press Award
for which he directed a
movie on the 1994 killing
of a Rai TV crew in Mostar, Bosnia.
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vittorio
grigolo
pays tribute

to sinatra

LUCIANOPAVAROTTI
B

orn in Arezzo, Italy, Vittorio Grigolo is the quintessential
Italian tenor. He began his vocal career 25 years ago as a
soloist in the Sistine Chapel Choir and at 37, he is considered
one of the finest tenors of his generation. He has performed
principal tenor roles in the world’s most prestigious opera
houses and his exceptional vocal and dramatic talents have
been widely praised since his 2010 debut at London’s Royal
Opera House, Covent Garden, as the Chevalier des Grieux
Mr. Grigolo’s repertoire includes the leading roles from
Italian and French opera such as: Traviata, Boheme, Rigoletto,
Elisir d’amore, Lucia di Lammermoor, Faust, Roméo et
Juliette, Manon, Les Contes d’Hoffmann and many others and
he performs around the world under the batons of Chailly,
Mehta, Muti, Myung-Whun Chung, Dudamel, Pappano
and Maazel.
With a gold and platinum-selling debut album, a Grammynominated recording of Bernstein’s West Side Story and
his albums with Sony Classical “The Italian Tenor” (#1 US
Billboard Classical Album chart), “Arrivederci” (2011) and
“Ave Maria” (2013), Vittorio is already established as a
successful recording artist. His latest album “The Romantic
Hero” is a collection of Vittorio’s favorite French opera arias.”
Mr. Grigolo brings the same passion and energy into his live
concert performances. Touring around Europe and promoting
his new albums at events like the 2013 Concert pour la prise
de la Bastille that took place under the Eiffel Tower with an
audience of more than 800 thousand people. His recent
solo recital at The Metropolitan Opera was reviewed as “a
truly unforgettable evening.” (Latinos Post) with his voice
described as “an attractive, ardent and supple instrument that
he wielded to passionate effect.” (New York Times).
His big screen appearances include Andrea Andermann’s
2010 highly acclaimed, worldwide live broadcast of Rigoletto
from Mantua where Vittorio performed the leading tenor role
of The Duke of Mantua alongside Plácido Domingo’s portrayal
of Rigoletto and just recently the live HD broadcasts of La
Boheme from both The Metropolitan Opera, New York and
The Royal Opera, London, to 66 countries around the world.

“my hero”

A young Vittorio Grigolo
sang with Luciano Pavarotti in “Tosca” in Rome

Vittorio Grigolo and Madalina Ghenea

63

italian

music

UNLEASHES ITS MAGIC

IN THE WORLD
CAPITAL OF CINEMA

Siedah Garrett, Francesco De Gregori, Elisabetta Canalis and Steven Zaillian

A

lthough films and filmmakers represent the
heartbeat of Los Angeles, Italia, the festival
also reserves a special place for music, and its tenth
edition is ready to celebrate many beautiful songs
and soul stirring melodies, along with some of the
greatest Italian singers and songwriters of our time.
In the past, the festival honored Maestro Ennio
Morricone – one of the most influential Italian
composers and orchestra conductors – with a
Lifetime Achievement Award. It was presented by
his friend Clint Eastwood.
We all remember the surprise appearance of Vasco
Rossi, one of the first Italian artists to introduce rock
as a life style. His rebellious attitude had a strong
Neil Portnow
impact on future generations and after 30 years his
concerts are still sold out.
Also unforgettable was the participation of
Michael Bublé, who delivered an unexpected
show with Tony Renis and Tony Esposito, as well
as the performance of talented pianist Stefano
Bollani, characterized by his brilliant and ironic
blend of jazz and classic melodies. Other musical
artists who graced the festival included Ron,
Peppino Di Capri, Andrea Mingardi, Massimo
Ranieri, and flutist Andrea Giminelli. In 2010
the festival was proud to celebrate Andrea
Bocelli, whose Internationally renowned talent
Vincenzo Mollica, Madalina Ghenea and Zucchero
garnered him an iconic star on the Hollywood Walk
of Fame. Bocelli, who is one of the best-known
and most appreciated Italian artists in the world,
has always been a friend of Los Angeles. Italia, Ischia
Global Fest and Capri, Hollywood – The International
Film Fest.
The 2013 edition feted “bluesman” Zucchero
Fornaciari. After the screening of a documentary
dedicated to him, he performed “unplugged” at the
Grammy Museum and at the Chinese Theatre in
Hollywood.
Enzo
This year Los Angeles – Italia will host legendary
Gragnaniello
Francesco De Gregori, the Italian songwriter
appreciated by Bob Dylan, whose unique songs reflect
the history and culture of Italy’s
last decades. De Gregori’s
California debut will be marked
by a live performance on the
festival’s opening night will
reveal his profound connection
with American music and
culture, which had a significant
influence on his long and
successful career.

Vasco Rossi and Stefano Salvati

club dogo in LA

Rossana and Andrea Griminelli

Ron

Stefano Bollani

robert

davi

Sings “The Voice”

Peppino Di Capri
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Info and tickets
www.operadiﬁrenze.it
Follow us on

DISCOVER
THE
OPERA
DI
FIRENZE
IL PIPISTRELLO
17th February 2015
—
DIDO AND ÆNEAS /
LE JEUNE HOMME ET LA MORT
From the 1st to the 10th March 2015
—
LA TRAVIATA
From the 1st to the 8th April 2015

The Eagerly Awaited

pope

francesco
biopic

A

long and endearing moment, simply unforgettable: Papa Bergoglio made a surprise phone call to Roberto Benigni, before
the Tuscan artist appeared in the second episode of his show “The Ten Commandments.”
But as it usually happens with the Pope’s private encounters and conversations, this news
has not yet been officially confirmed by the
Vatican. However, this is what Monsignor
Vincenzo Paglia, Presidente of the Pontifical
Council for the Family, told the Italian daily
paper “Il Messaggero”: “We are not surprised
by Bergoglio’s decision. Benigni is an exceptional communicator. In this show he was
able to blend religion and culture in a rare
way, bringing a difficult subject like the Ten
Commandments into Italians’ homes. His
performance affected us all.”
Monsignor Fisichella added: “For many years
I have been saying that our Church needs a
new apology, a new way of introducing faith.
Benigni indicated how religion can be approached, he gave us an important lesson on how
the Old Testament can be read and how the
principles at the heart of the Commandments
can be turned into extraordinary life lessons.
He was able to convey the Christian message
in a strong, positive and vibrant way.”
The show, which was both educational and
entertaining, pointed the audience towards
God’s mysterious ways. It is consistent with
Pope Francis’s wish for an “outgoing” Church,
with his preference for a simple religious
message, free from unnecessary ornaments,
able to convey the peace our world desperately needs, and to stand by the weak, the poor,
the children and the elderly.

now filming in Argentina:
producer Valsecchi and Director Luchetti
present

call me FRANCESCO

Pietro Valsecchi

Daniele Luchetti

Principal photography on Daniele Luchetti’s new movie “Chiamatemi
Francesco” is underway in Buenos Aires. Luchetti, who previously directed “Il portaborse” and “La nostra vita” is now delving into the life
of Pope Bergoglio, to narrate his human and religious story, and this is
the first of other film and TV projects which are going to be developed.
“Bergoglio is an extraordinary and multi-layered figure who has totally
fascinated me,” declared the director. “The film narrates his Jesuit education, the difficult years under the harsh Argentinian dictatorship, his
pastoral mission among the poor of Buenos Aires, and his election to
the pontifical throne, describing the compelling life of a Pope who has
chosen to be named after the poorest of all saints, to bring the Church
back to its true, original mission.”
Portrayed by Argentinian actor Rodringo de la Serna and produced by
Pietro Valsecchi for Taodue, “Chiamatemi Francesco” is due out next
November in both theatres and on television.
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roberto
benigni
is back

E

mbodying all the contemporary intellectual and poetical ideals, Roberto Benigni, a native of Misericordia, in
the province of Arezzo, was able to land in Hollywood and
become well known all over the world through his performances in avant-guard theatre, TV programming and feature films. He is probably the most beloved Italian actor in
the United States, especially since he touched the hearts of
moviegoers throughout the world with “Life is Beautiful”, a
film narrating the horror of the Holocaust in the form of a tender
fairy-tale. To approach this tragic subject, he used the only weapon able to exorcize violence and abuse: smile. The 1997 film
received nine nominations and won three Oscars (Best Actor to
Benigni, Best Foreign Language Film and Best Original Dramatic
Score to Nicola Piovani), and Benigni celebrated this honor by
walking on the armrests and seat backs of the chairs in the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, while the other celebrities stood clapping
and crying with laughter, and with the help of Steven Spielberg
he completed his amusing acrobatic performance and went onstage to accept his coveted award.
Benigni’s bizarre characters include an enthusiastic pre-school
teacher appreciated by his pupils thanks to his childish behavior, in Marco Ferreri’s “Chiedo Asilo”; an irreverent comedian
in Giuseppe Bertolucci’s “Berlinguer ti voglio bene”; Massimo
Troisi’s travel companion in “Non ci resta che piangere” and
as a naughty little devil alongside Walter Matthau in “The Little Devil.” He called Pope Wojtyla “Wojtylaccio” (Bad Wojtyla)

and fascinated Federico Fellini who later
cast him as the lead of his final film, “La voce della luna.” Jim
Jarmusch turned him into a creative detainee who escapes prison with his vivid imagination in “Down By Law”, while Blake
Edwards, impressed by his incredible comic talent, signed him
for “Son of the Pink Panther.” Moving between sacred and profane arguments, ethereal poetry and political satire, Benigni’s star
has been shining with naïve irony and natural charm, following
in the footsteps of three great predecessors – Charlie Chaplin,
Buster Keaton and Totò.
In 2015, ten years after his last movie “The Tiger and the Snow,”
the artist wants to go back to cinema. “I miss the big screen,” he
confessed, “TV is not the ideal place for a 2-hour concise narration.” There are still no disclosures about the contents and
title of his new project, but after his hugely successful TV shows
“Tutto Dante,” “La più bella del mondo” (dedicated to the Italian
Consitution) and “The Ten Commandments,” we are thrilled to
see him again in a new theatrical feature.
Welcome back, Roberto!

Record Ratings for the 2014 tv show on rai:

the Ten Commandments

Roberto Benigni’s latest TV appearance was on a show about the Ten Commandments, where he explained the fundamentals of religion to everyone
– devotees and non-believers alike. In his captivating performance, Benigni
explored man’s soul, and thanks to his brilliant interpretation, the Ten Commandments blossomed in all their wisdom, beauty and magnificence.
As he described the verbiage on tablets, they were no longer a mere list
of prohibitions but an ode to love and freedom, and in doing so, Benigni
wrote a new, important page of TV history. Thanks to his interpretation, the
Mosaic Law that was dictated by God on Mount Sinai was made understandable to a mainstream audience. He let Italians discover something
which they thought they knew already, simply because they had studied
these principles at school or because they belong to our religious heritage.
Benigni won this ultimate challenge, and was crowned with success thanks to his undisputed originality and unequalled talent for communication.
“The Bible,” explained the Tuscan artist, “is the quintessential entertainment. There are no other stories as entertaining as those in the scriptures.
The tale of the Exodus, for example, is revolutionary. The whole book indicates a route to follow and represents an inspirational source for those
aspiring an escape to freedom.”
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the newkings of comedy
Checco Zalone,
Alessandro Siani,
Paolo Genovese and
Luca Miniero

T

he so-called “Italian-style” of comedy has always been
an enjoyable way to describe how Italian society and its
people have changed through the decades. After the great
artists of the past we now boast new contemporary artists
who excel in this genre, which has unfortunately often
been snubbed by the critics but always appreciated by the
audience.
Today, a bevy of new comedic talents dominate the Italian
film market. Among them we find Checco Zalone, known for
his funny gags. He started out incarnating a high-spirited
and naive singer who ruined and distorted big music hits.
Through his TV appearances he gained huge popularity,
which paved the way to his highly successful movies. Unlike
a more conventional satire, which usually pounces on selected
targets and does not indulge in vulgarity, Zalone has no qualms or
prejudices – everything and everybody is fair game!
“I would like to apologize to Maestro Benigni,” he said jokingly
when his second movie “Che bella giornata” broke all Italian
box office records in only two weeks after its opening, outdoing
“La vita è bella”, directed and starring the renowned Tuscan
comedian.
After successful “Sole a catinelle” and his separation from
Gennaro Nunziante, a director he had been often working with,
his next movie is eagerly awaited.
Another outstanding Italian personality is Alessandro Siani,
born in Naples in 1975, a comedian who in the past ten years has
appeared in theatre, the movies and television. His witty stand-up
performances at the Tunnel, a legendary Neapolitan club, earned
him his reputation, and consequently he landed on TV and toured
throughout the country, achieving more and more popularity. His
first feature film was “Ti lascio perché ti amo troppo”
(2006) directed by Francesco Raniero Martinotti, but
his big break came with Neri Parenti’s “Natale a New
York” and “Natale in crociera.” “Il principe abusivo,”
the film, which also marked his directorial debut,
grossed the highest proceeds of the season. The second
movie he directed – “Si accettano miracoli” – met a
new challenge: to set the story in the Fifties in order
to escape the anxiety of contemporary times and to rediscover the value of ancestral roots. The movie was shot
between Sant’Agata dei Goti and the Amalfi Coast, and
depicts a story rich with critical moments, epiphanies,
love affairs and unlikely miracles. This new box office hit
established Siani as one of the most popular directors of Italian
comedy, propelling him into the global market.
New Italian comedians also include Paolo Genovese. Born in
Rome in 1966, Genovese comes from the world of advertising
where he won numerous national and International prizes.
Together with Luca Miniero, he co-wrote and co-directed
“Incantesimo napoletano,” “Nessun messaggio in segreteria” and
“Questa notte è ancora nostra.” In 2010 he directed “La banda
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IT TAKES A MIRACLE!

EVER BEEN
TO THE MOON?

dir. Alessandro Siani – ‘110

dir. Paolo Genovese – 119’

Fulvio, an important employee
of an unscrupulous and famous multinational, has been
fired after a clean sweep within
the company. His reaction is not
exactly composed and costs him
a month of social services to be
served in the family home of his
brother Don Germano, pastor of
a small village in southern Italy.
It doesn’t take long for Fulvio to
realize that to help his brother,
the children and the country,
they need a real “miracle”.

dei Babbi Natale” with comic trio Aldo, Giovanni and Giacomo;
the film’s amazing box office performance catapulted him into
Italian comedy stardom. Two episodes of “Immaturi” followed,
both revolving around a group of 40-year-olds who meet again
after 20 years, and “Tutta colpa di Freud,” which recently evolved
as a TV miniseries. His latest film “Sei mai stata sulla Luna?” is
a modern fairy tale about a romantic affair set against urban and
rural landscapes, featuring a close-knit ensemble cast as well as
the involvement of Francesco De Gregori who contributed to the
film score with a beautiful new song.
The cultural clash between North and South Italy is also
the subject of two hilarious films directed by Luca Miniero:
“Benvenuti al Sud” and “Benvenuti al Nord,” highly received
by critics and audiences alike. In 2013 he directed “Un boss in
salotto” with Paola Cortellesi, and a few months ago he released
“La scuola più bella,” starring the “odd couple” Rocco Papaleo
and Christian De Sica, in a story where they are confronted
with two different cultures and engage the audience with their
irresistible comic talent.

Gulia works for a prestigious
international fashion magazine, she drives a luxurious
spider, travels by private jet
and lives in Milan and Paris.
She has everything - or at
least she thought she had
everything - until she finds
herself in a remote village in
Puglia where she meets Renzo, a fascinating local farmer.
She then understands that
the only thing that is missing
from her life is love, the real
one. And when happiness is
one step away from her, she
will not know how to attain it.
df2ef2

THE BOX OFFICEBUSTERS

are looking for

THEchristmas movie

THE GREATEST SCHOOL
IN THE WORLD
dir. Luca Miniero -98’

Giacomo, Aldo and Giovanni

Christian De Sica is the punctilious
headmaster of a secondary school in
Tuscany, where a class of students
from Naples accompanied by an
eccentric professor come to visit. But
not everything seems to be with the
the program. Due to a technology
glitch, Accra, Ghana, becomes Acerra, Naples - which causes a misunderstanding that will cause plenty of
confusion and disarray.
Checco Zalone

Maccio Capatonda
Leonardo Pieraccioni
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luca

zingaretti
Italy’s popular actor
lands in Hollywood with ’TIPS’

O

ne of the most versatile actors of his generation, Luca Zingaretti is best known for his role as Commissar Montalbano, a
character imprinted in his destiny. Born in Rome on November
11, 1967, he left the Faculty of Psychology to attend the National
School of Drama “Silvio d’Amico” where one of his teachers was
Sicilian writer Andrea Camilleri, the creator of the character that
Luca Zingaretti would later portray in one of the most appreciated
Italian TV series of all times.
After making his motion picture debut in Giuliano Montaldo’s
“Gli occhiali d’oro,” he portrayed a number of roles that confirmed his talent and expressive strength, like the violent and
brutal gang member in Marco Risi’ s “Il branco” or the ruthless
money-lender in Ricky Tognazzi’s “Vite strozzate”. He divides his
time with equal passion between television, theatre and the movies where he worked with Paolo and Vittorio Taviani (“Tu ridi”),
Roberto Faenza (“Alla luce del sole,” “I giorni dell’abbandono”),
Marco Tullio Giordana (“Sangue pazzo,” “Il romanzo di una strage”) and Daniele Lucchetti (“La nostra vita,”) in a role for which
he received the Nastro d’Argento as Best Supporting Actor.
For the theatre he appeared in Anton Chekhov’s “Three Sisters,”
William Shakespeare’s “Titus Andronicus,” and Thomas Eliot’s
“Murder in the Cathedral.”
On TV he brought to life to such historical figures of Italian society
as Paolo Borsellino (“57 giorni”) and Adriano Olivetti (“La forza di
un sogno,”) where he was able to utilize all of depth and maturity
of his training. His latest roles are nuanced and variegated – Judge
Alberto Lenzi in Carlo Careli’s “Il giudice meschino,” and Perez in
Edoardo De Angelis’ movie of the same name about a controversial
lawyer in search of redemption.
On the set of the TV miniseries “Cefalonia” he met his partner,
actress Luisa Ranieri, with whom he has a daughter – Emma – born
in 2011. The couple got married the year afterwards in the Castle
of Donnafugata, Sicily.
Los Angeles, Italia will present Zingaretti’s latest movie “Tempo
instabile con probabili schiarite,” where he appears with John
Turturro, for director Marco Pontecorvo.

Luisa Ranieri and Luca Zingaretti

BRILLIANT COP

MONTALBANO
Salvo Montalbano is a police commissioner created
by Sicilian writer Andrea
Camilleri. His character can
be grouchy and reserved but
is kind to those he can trust.
Totally committed to his
work, Montalbano investigates various crimes committed in his native Sicily, and
he is always able to solve his
cases. After the success of
his character in the books,
Montalbano appeared in 22
episodes of a ratings-winning Italian TV show.

Luca Zingaretti and Marco D’Amore
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being
Raoul

bova

The Italian sex symbol and talented actor
constantly bridging the World’s cinema

H
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e is considered to be one of Italy’s
most handsome actors. But in an
almost twenty year of his career, Raoul
Bova has showed his ability to perform in
numerous genres ranging from action to
drama to comedy. His debut performance
in “Una storia italiana” (1991) resulted
in instant public acceptance. He then
caught the attention of critics in 1993’s
“Cominciò tutto per caso,” performing
alongside Margherita Buy, and later that
year achieved European recognition
with the film “Piccolo grande amore” “Pretty Princess” in which he co-starred
with Susannah York, Burt Young and
Paul Freeman. The following year his
public persona flourished thanks to the
wildly successful film “La Piovra” – “The
Octopus” (1994), winning the Italian
version of the Emmy Award.
Bova’s artistic qualities, combined with
a rare talent in making professional
choices, have enabled him to work with
some of the most influential names
in the global film industry. In 1996
he performed in with Diane Lane in
Disney’s “Under the Tuscan Sun” and
with Anthony Quinn in a French remake
of the famous masterpiece “Il sindaco” –
“The Mayor” by Max Ophuls. In 2000 he
starred with Carole Bouquet in the film
“Madame D’” and the following
year in two films: Lina
Wertmuller’s “Francesca e
Nunziata” and Pupi Avati’s “I
cavalieri che fecero l’impresa” “The Knights Who Made The
Enterprise” (2001) with Sophia
Loren and F. Murray Abraham.
2003’s “La Finestra Di Fronte” “Facing Window” (Sony Pictures
Classics), directed by Ferzan

Ozpetek, received incredible public
and critical acclaim, and was that
year’s highest grossing film in Italy.
It also won five “David di Donatello”
awards (Italy’s equivalent to the
Oscar), as well as the best film in the
Seattle Film Festival in 2004.
In 2004 he was chosen for “Alien vs
Predator,” a 20th Century Fox Production
directed by Paul Anderson. And in April
2006 he portrayed the very intense role
of an Asperger’s Syndrome affected man
in “Ice on Fire” which premiered at the
Chinese Theatre in Los Angeles and
was selected to screen in competition at
that year’s Moscow International Film
Festival.
Bova gave a remarkable performance
in Daniele Lucchetti’s “La nostra vita,”
which was in competition at the 2010
Cannes Film Festival. His most recent
Italian movies are “Viva L’Italia” by
Massimiliano Bruno, “Immaturi il
viaggio” by Paolo Genovese, “Scusate se
esisto” by Riccardo Milani, and “Sei mai
stata sulla Luna?” by Paolo Genovese.
His next international film will be Ella
Lamhagen’s “All Roads Lead to Rome” in
which he stars with Sarah Jessica Parker.

Gerard Butler and Raoul Bova

Madonna and Raoul Bova

Liz Solari and Raoul Bova

Diane Lane
and Raoul Bova
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GOMORRAh

THE RECORD-BREAKING TV SERIES
SETS OUT TO CONQUER THE WORLD
The Weinstein Company
Acquires the Famous Italian
Crime Drama Series



C

lan battles, attacks, brutal murders, revenge, teen abuse, pushers
and weapon traffickers – the ingredients of a very successful TV
series set in the city of Naples, which never before has been depicted
with such realism and accuracy.
“Gomorrah,” initially aired on Sky Channel and sold in 60
countries including the United States, represents a significant
accomplishment for Italian television, as it proves its capability
to create a top-notch dramatic series. Fast-paced, stylish
and courageous “Gomorrah” explores the world of camorra,
highlighting all its connections with finance and politics.
Based on Roberto Saviano’s best-selling novel (10 million copies
sold throughout the world) and in the wake of the amazing film adaptation directed
by Matteo Garrone (winner of the Jury’s Grand Prix at the Cannes Film Festival),
the television series was co-produced by Sky, Cattleya and Fandango, and has been
captivating millions of viewers, generating a true “Gomorrah-mania.”
The show’s initial twelve episodes (with a second season ready to be produced)
describe the shady operations of Naples’ organized crime. Dark angels and
ruthless killers populate a violent world, restless and uncontrolled, where the good
are nowhere to be found and positive values are buried as quickly as a machine
gun is ready to fire its bullets against a rival clan. But unlike on the big screen,
where the enemies are recognizable, on TV their identities are well concealed and
their darkest secrets not easily disclosed. Marco d’Amore, Fortunato Cerlino,
Maria Pia Calzone and Salvatore Esposito are among the stars of the series which
Variety defined as “The Italian equivalent of The Wire.” Harvey Weinstein, whose
company bought the rights of the series for the US, commented: “’Gomorrah is
a project that caught our eye for its world-class acting talent, as well as Stefano
Sollima’s phenomenal abilities to craft a thriller like none other.”




  
  





 





The directors Stefano Sollima,
Francesca Comencini and Claudio Cupellini

marco

maria pia

salvatore

A young man, Ciro Di Marzio
aka “The Immortal,” is rising
in the ranks of the Savastanos,
where he is the boss’s favorite
and the best friend of his son
Gennaro. However, when
he feels
underestimated and
betrayed,
he decides
to wage
war on
the entire
family.

Imma Savastan is the boss’s
wife who intends to take the
place of
her husband as
she believes their
son is not
yet ready
for the
job. She
moves into
the spot
when her
husband is
arrested.

Gennaro “Genny” Savastano
is the boss’s son. He would like
to take over for his father even
though he
is not yet
ready to lead. Initially
maneuvered by Ciro, he will
be deeply
changed
by his experience
in Honduras.

D’amore

calzone

esposito
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fabiohistesti
loves
cinema, country

are

and antonella

The popular Italian actor is back
in Hollywood with his new wife

T

he 73-year-old actor still has the looks and the charm of an irresistible “Latin Lover”. An unforgettable seducer - both in his personal
life as well as on screen – throughout his career he portrayed a number
of different characters, always boasting his typical “blasé” attitude
which has characterized his performances as a “wop”, a policeman,
a rough cowboy, a Middle Ages nobleman, a powerful smuggler and a
daredevil rider.
Fabio Testi launched his movie career working as an extra and a stuntman. In 1967 he made his big screen debut with Demofilo Fidani’s
“Straniero... fatti il segno della croce” and after spending time in
England to improve his English, he achieved great popularity thanks
to Vittorio De Sica who cast him in the role of Malnate in “Il Giardino
dei Finzi Contini” (“The Garden of the Finzi-Continis”), which won the
Oscar® as Best Foreign Language Film in 1970. From then on, he often
took part in foreign productions, playing his parts in French,
Spanish and English, under the helm of such directors as
Claude Chabrol, J. Lee Thompson and Monte Hellman, with
whom he is still very close.
He appeared in over 100 film and television productions.
Recently Testi was in “La conjura de el Escorial” (2008), a
Spanish production directed by Antonio del Real, starring Julia Ormond and Jason Isaacs, and in “Letters to Juliet” (2009)
with Amanda Seyfried, Vanessa Redgrave and Franco Nero.
In addition to a variety of TV roles, Testi also appeared in numerous stage plays including: Marco Parodi’s “Dovevi essere
tu” (1992) with Paola Quattrini; Filippo Crivelli’s “La strada”
(1999), with Rita Pavone; P. Garinei’s “Se devi dire una bugia dilla grossa”
(2000) with Anna Falchi, Paola Quattrini and Gianfranco Jannuzzo; and in
Spain the successful musical “Zorba el griego”.
Fabio Testi has three children and spends time between Rome and his summer residence on Lake Garda.

Antonella and Fabio Testi

BLOOD BROTHERS

dir. Pasquale Squitieri – 130’
In this period piece set in Italy,
Nicola Bellizzi dreams of becoming
a lawyer. However, when he seeks
the reason that people are reluctant
to help him reach his goals, he
discovers that some of his blood
relations are high-ranking members
of the Mafia. He tries to break away
from his family obligations, but falls into a life of crime and violence.

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE TO SOLANGE?
dir. Massimo Dallamano – 103’

Several girls are murdered by an elusive
“Catholic priest” in a residents college.
Police and teachers are unable to locate
the killer, and prevent further deaths.
Henry, who has a romantic interest in
one of the students, Elizabeth, becomes a
main suspect, but so are other male, and
even female teachers. Are the girls doing
the right thing, telling their suspicions to
the priest, in the secrecy of confession?

TIS PITY SHE’S A WHORE
dir. Giuseppe Patroni Griffi – 105’

Annabella marries Soranzo, while she is pregnant by her brother
Giovanni. Destiny, and jealousies
will expose her past, and Soranzo
broods revenge. But he is not alone
in that - and death will unite all.
Fabio Testi with Brenda Blethyn and Timothy Spall
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WHERE the awards
season
gets exciting
www.caprihollywood.com

family award

The annual International
Festival will be celebrating
its 20th anniversary
from Dec. 27-Jan. 2

A groundbreaking story of growing up as seen through
the eyes of a child named Mason. A breakthrough performance by Ellar Coltrane directed by Richard Linklater.

F

or the past 19 years, Capri, Hollywood – The International
Film Festival has been an extraordinary event, which
celebrates the excellence of global cinema and music. Since
1995 the festival has definitely set a trend among the most
prominent names in entertainment, culture and information and
has contributed to re-launching the International image of the Gulf
of Naples and of the whole Italian Mezzogiorno. And at the heart
of the winter season it promotes a number of cultural and tourist
activities which continue to unfold on our Peninsula throughout
the year.
During its most recent edition (December 27, 2014 to January 2,
2015), the festival hosted by the Blue Island once again gave participants an opportunity to meet show business’ top players and to
discuss with them the latest cinematic events, in anticipation of the
most prestigious award-giving ceremonies – the Golden Globes®,
the Grammys® and the Academy Awards®.
Conferences, screenings, meetings, performances and awards
ceremonies are among the numerous initiatives undertaken by
Capri, Hollywood, which has had the ability to perceive the tastes
of audiences and critics, typically preceding the run for the most
sought-after show business statuette s.
At Capri, Hollywood 2014 the Best Film was “The Imitation Game,” with Benedict Cumberbatch
portraying Alan Turing, the British
mathematician who, during the Second World War, invented a device
that could decrypt the Enigma Code
used by the Axis Powers to communicate. In doing so, Turing largely
contributed to the end of one of the
most ferocious conflicts ever experienced by mankind.
Created by Pascal Vicedomini and
chaired in 2014 by Shakhar Kapur,
Capri, Hollywood, presented Bri-

Pawel Pawlikowski and Noa

tish performer Timothy Spall with the
Best Actor Award for his extraordinary performance in the role of
Mike Leigh’s “Mr. Turner,” and named both Jennifer Aniston and
Amy Adams as Best Actress, respectively for “Cake” and “Big Eyes,”
both of which premiered at the Festival. Best Foreign Language Film
was “Ida,” which brought to Capri Polish director Pawel Pawlikowski; the Visionary Award went to Alejandro Gonzales Inarritu’s
“Birdman” while the Family Film Award went to Richard Linklater’s
“Boyhood,” one of the Festival’s most acclaimed.
Other actors honored at Capri, Hollywood 2014 include Ellar Coltrane (“Boyhood”) who was acknowledged as the Festival’s Rising
Star, and Gugu Mbarta Raw (“Beyond The Lights”). Special awards
were given to the Italian-American film director David O. Russell
and to the great British actress Brenda Blethyn. Breakout Actors
were Ryan Gage, who starred in “The Hobbit: The Battle of Five
Armies,” and Eline Powell, the brilliant star of Roberto Faenza’s
“Anita B,” a movie set against the Holocaust.
A significant number of Italian celebrities populated the festival
grounds: Luca Zingaretti, Marco d’Amore, star of the TV series “Gomorra,” which has been sold all over the world, Mario Martone and
Ippolita di Maio for “Il giovane favoloso,” as well as Enrico Vanzina,
Bruno Garofalo, Matteo Rovere. Notable music performances graced the nights on the island, thanks to the “prince” of Italian songwriters, Francesco De Gregori, alongside Noa’s elegance, Raphael
Gualazzi’s pureness and Cristiano De André’s depth. At Anacapri’s
Casa Rossa, a tribute was paid to Rita Hayworth, legendary icon of
style and seduction; the galleries of Via Fuorlovado hosted an exhibition of the original posters of the Soviet cinema; while the famous
Piazzetta resonated with Bollywood’s sounds and dances. The magic
holiday atmosphere encouraged friendly encounters and convivial
meetings in the name of cinema and International art.

Ellar Coltrane honored in Italy last december by actress Eleonora Brigliadori and Barbara De
Rossi and models Karina Grano and Pasqualina Sanna

from

capri 2014

to the gold

visionary award

A black comedy about an actor, famous for portraying an iconic
superhero, as he struggles to mount a Broadway play. In the
days leading up to opening night, he battles his ego and attempts to recover his family, his career, and himself.

The momerable Golden Globe night 2015

movie of the year

An intense and haunting portrayal of a brilliant, complicated man, who under nail-biting pressure helped to
shorten the war and, in turn, save thousands of lives.

Mariah Carey
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Ryan Gage

Moran Atias

Graham Moore
and Morten Tyldum
Paul Haggis and Toni Servillo

Shekhar Kapur and Mario Martone
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summer’s hottest film festival
The isle of Ischia is ready for the most exciting entertainment event of next summer
Its 13th edition runs from July 11 to 19, 2015

I

wish – also in the name of the Carriero
family – to welcome the 2015 edition of the
Ischia Global Fest, and all the artists, media
representatives and special guests who will
participate in this eagerly awaited summer
event. It was July 2003 – but it seems like yesterday – when we began this great adventure
with Pascal Vicedomini. And in the ensuing
12-years, this fesival has become a vital element of the Emerald Island, featuring quality
films and highly entertaining shows, with such
prominent guests as Francis Ford Coppola,
Sting, Oliver Stone, Baz Luhrmann, Nicholas
Cage, Jessica Chastain, Christoph Waltz, Hillary
Swank, Burt Bacharach, Michael Fassbender,
Alfonso Cuaron, Alejandro G. Inarritu, Naomi
Watts, Vanessa Redgrave, Dennis Hopper,
Claire Danes, Taylor Hackford, Paul Haggis,
Neil Jordan, Terry Gilliam, Selena Gomez,
Tom Hooker, Forest Whitaker, and Laura Dern
amongst others.
The success obtained so far makes us proud
and prompts us to do better, aware as we are
of the important goals we want to achieve: To
turn Ischia into one of the main cinema venues
of the world and to have it included in the Star
System; To have this extraordinary, prestigious
and refined location to host the festival’s multinational talents; To foster creativity and beauty
and To encourage the development of new,
exciting artistic projects that are able to stand
the test of time.
We are proud of our responsibility and are willing to do our best, always. Every year we must
surpass ourselves, overcome new hurdles and
enrich the festival with special and new content
to guarantee that level of quality, which has been acknowledged everywhere, even during the
current global economic crisis. Ischia Global
Fest continues to seduce the cultural environment and has been able to bring the Island back

into the spotlight of the International jet set.
This initiative was embraced by Angelo Rizzoli
and firmly pursued by my father, Engineer
Leonardo Carriero, who has always believed in
it, since the beginning. Today – more than ever
– it is essential to look ahead and find ideas,
projects and strategies which can leave their
mark, and to have Pascal as well as our many
friends from all over the world, to support and
promote us.
We are deeply grateful to friends and supporters such as Mark Canton, Avi Lerner, Arnon
Milchan, Rick Nicita and Paula Wagner, Trudie
Styler and Sting, Dante Ferretti and Francesca
Lo Schiavo, Aurelio and Jacqueline De Laurentiis, Tony Renis and Elettra Morini, Marina
and Benedetta Cicogna, Enrico Lucherini and
Gianluca Pignatelli, and Al and Gail Newman,
who incite and motivate us.
Ischia’s Global Film & Music Fest now undoubtedly belongs to the Campania Region and to
Italy, and has become a flagship in the fabric of
the Italian entertainment industry. I also wish
to thank Ischia’s residents as well as all the tourists who let us live this dream under the sign
of legendary Angelo Rizzoli and of the glorious
season of Italian cinema, which has always been
appreciated throughout the world.
GIANCARLO CARRIERO

www.ischiaglobal.com

Alfonso Cuaron

Giancarlo Carriero and Francis Ford Coppola

President of the Accademia Internazionale Arte Ischia

Tom Hooper

Oliver Stone and Giuseppe Tornatore

Monica Bellucci

Channing Tatum and Jenna Dewan
Ferzan Ozpetek

Sullivan Stapleton, Lena Headey, Giulio Berruti, Madalina Ghenea
and Gianni Nunnari

Jessica Chastain and Chiwetel Ejiofor

Baz Luhrman and Vanessa Hudgens

Carlo Gabriel Nero, Vanessa Redgrave and Joely Richardson
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Selena Gomez

Sheryl Crow and Laura Dern

Trudie Styler and Sting

Naomi Watts and Liev Schreiber
Leo Howard

Diane Kruger

Julio Iglesias

Sofia Vergara

Hilary Swank

Richard Raymond, Reece Ritchie, Freida Pinto and Tom Cullen
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The spotlight

is on

pompeii

Focusing on the ancient Roman
town with a brand new project

the one and only

dino de laurentiis

A

rt and culture, fashion and tourism, entertainment and
spirituality, social development and creativity. “Pompeii
Art & Style Winter Fest” celebrates the talent of legendary
Italian and International artists and offers a unique opportunity for coming together and meeting our contemporaries,
and for sending out new and vital signals from Pompeii. This
event is designed to involve the whole wonderful area around
the Vesuvius, and aims at giving young people the possibility
to be trained in a number of professions, without having to
leave their place of birth. This new happening – focusing on
art, folklore, dance, music and cinema – strategically takes
place between New Year’s Day and January 6, the Italian celebration of Epiphany, right at the end of “Capri Hollywood –
International Film Festival,” over a time of the year which - in
the south of Italy – is typically short of tourists and cultural
initiatives.
This Festival will put a spotlight on Pompeii, as it has never
happened before, to turn this place into the south of Europe’s
cultural engine, and to project it into the future, highlighting
its history and tradition as well as its cultural and spiritual
mission. Pompeii is the world capital of archeology, which over
the centuries has inspired all kinds of artistic expression. Its
fascinating story captures the imagination of the world over,
and is able to attract the participation of the greatest personalities of all times; this can be a way to capitalize its richness and
to improve its entertaining and humanitarian role.
“Pompeii Art & Style Winter Fest” is an ambitious operation
which will extend also to other nearby destinations (Ercolano,
Torre Annunziata, Castellamare di Stabia) and to the extraordinary Vesuvius’ National Park: In this way the Campania Region
will be given International resonance even during unusual
times of the year, and apart from creating a number of professional positions, it will reaffirm the value of the area through
the commitment of many professionals who are ready to confront the challenges of the millennium.
The public will enjoy a number of performances, shows, premieres and retrospectives, photography and fashion exhibitions,
symposiums and tributes to personalities
originating from Pompeii who were able to
achieve success thanks to their ideas, talent
and courage. The Festival will offer a privileged observation point of our globalized
society from Pompeii’s unique setting, heritage of mankind.

Dino De Laurentiis
and Arnold Schwarzenegger

Riccardo
Muti

Adewale Akinnuoye-Agbaje and
Pasquale Sommese
Renzo Piano
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the master

masterchef’s
Italian cuisine
is loved around the world

E

ven before high profile TV chefs became de rigeur, food had
always played an important role on the big screen. Cinema and
food are a perfect marriage -- at times food is the key element of a
story, other times it just helps create an atmosphere, stir emotions
or cause laughter.
The stars of Hollywood are not indifferent to the evocative and
social power of good food. It is well known that many of them have
developed an interest in the restaurant business, blending a new
hobby with a potentially profitable investment.
In 1991 Sylvester Stallone, Bruce Willis, Demi Moore and Arnold
Schwarzenegger opened a chain of restaurants called “Planet
Hollywood.” And in 1995, a group of ultra-famous top models
including Claudia Schiffer, Naomi Campbell, Elle MacPherson and
Christy Thurlington launched the “Fashion Café”. Many celebrities who have become involved to some degree in the food service
industry -- Robert De Niro, Sandra Bullock, Ryan Gosling, Justin
Timberlake and Robert Redford -- have all invested in new temples
of fine cuisine, boasting excellent menus and refined locations,
while other stars, such as Sophia Loren, Gwyneth Paltrow, Alicia
Silverstone, and Matthew McConaughey, who was recently awarded
an Oscar® as Best Actor, wrote successful recipe books.
Italy and good food are interwoven. We are famous all over the
world especially for our culinary taste. Our pizzerias and Italian
restaurants are exported all over the world, and our chefs are true
artists: Fulvio Pierangelini offers exquisite and refined cuisine at
Rome’s Hotel de Russie and has been defined by Le Figaro as “the
best cook in the world”; or Francolino Lembo at Capri’s Villa Verde
is able to cater to such International jet setters as singer Mariah
Carey and actress Kim Cattral with his typical Mediterranean cuisine. Other successful chefs include Pasquale Palamaro who works
for the new en plein air restaurant at Ischia’s Hotel Regina Isabella,
and Johnny Micalusi who has attracted a number of stars from the
world of music, sports, television and cinema, including Woody
Allen. His restaurant “Assunta Madre” is a go-to place for many
celebrities who come to Rome. Italy’s foreign visitors always show
true appreciation for our cuisine which represents a fundamental
part of our country’s heritage.

Pasquale Palamaro, Indaco
- Ischia

Enzo Pilato, chef Ferrandino and
Michelangelo, Regina Isabella - Ischia

Fulvio Pierangelini, Hotel de Russie - Rome

the year of
assunta madre

Morgan Freeman with Giuliano Micalusi and Franco Bloisi

Massimo Riccioli and Anna Dente - Rome

Francolino Lembo with Barbra
Streisand, Villa Verde - Capri
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NO LA ITALIA, no party!

Screenings, performances, conferences and much more:
interesting people to attend the seven day extravaganza

T

he Italian-American screenwriter Bobby Moresco, who is chairing Los Angeles,
Italia 2015, producer Lady Monika Bacardi, serving as the Festival’s president,
and Honorary Chairman Mark Canton, will welcome the Italian delegates at the TCL
Chinese Theatre and will celebrate the seven day gathering at the Italian Lounge Trastevere from February 15th to the 21st.
The Oscar-winning screenwriter and director Paul Haggis, as well as music producer Tony Renis, Honorary president of the Ischia Global Film & Music Fest, will
promote the event scheduled on the Green Island, from July 11th – 19th.
In addition actresses Jacqueline Bisset, Nastassja Kinski, Moran Atias, Eline
Powell, Sofia Milos, Malin Akerman, Sofia Milos, Madalina Ghenea, Lucila Sola,
Alexandra Dinu, Chiara Francin, Liz Solari, Lorenza Izzo, Vanessa Hessler, Nathalie
Emmanuell, Emily Ratajkovski; actors Dominc Cooper, Leo Howard, Robert Davi,
Danny Glover, Antonio Sabato, Antonio Cupo, John Savage; TV celebrities Jimmy
Kimmel, Elisabetta Canalis, Clarissa Burt, Nina Senicar; directors Ariel Vromen,
Eli Roth, Joel Schumacher, Kenny Ortega, Dito Montiel; as well as executives Harvey
Weinstein, Ryan Kavanaugh, Avi Lerner, Lawrence Bender, Alan Shapiro, Patrick
Wachsberger, Rob Friedman; music legends Mike Stoller together with Corky Hale,
Nicole Slack Jones, Manda Mosher, and many other global and Italian friends of the
Capri in the World Institute will be in attendance. Also Colleen Camp,
Emily Goldween, Evin L. Haney, Lady Victoria
Hervey, Kelly Brook, Bleona, Eugenia Chernyshova, Afef, Valentina Michetti, Roberta
Sparta, Nadia Lanfranconi, Romi Caruana,
Romina Carrisi and many more.

Tommaso Cardile and Margherita Missoni

Elisabetta Canalis

Heidi Jo Markel, Avi Lerner and Sofia Milos
Camilla Morrone and Lucila Sola

Laurel Barrack

Gina Gershon, Paul Haggis, Moran Atias and Simona Ventura

Alessandra Ambrosio

Danny Glover

Bleona Qereti

Nathalie Emmanuel

Marco Belardi
Eugenia Chernyshova

Romi Caruana

Malin Akerman

Karolina Kurkova and Archie Drury
Emily Goldwind

Jovanotti and Enrico Brignano
Sandro Rubini and Arturo Guadarrama Garza

Nadia
Lanfranconi

92

Lady Victoria
Hervey

Nia Vardalos

Alexandra Dinu

Kelly Brook and Evan Heiney

IIP TAKEs THE GIFT ROOM
TO LOS ANGELES ITALIA 2015

Frazier

Alex Meneses

Nina Senicar

Avriel Vromen

Fisher Stevens

Carlo Tessier

Claudia Gerini

Walter Nudo

Corky Hale and Nicole Slack Jones

Italian Independent Productions will organize the LA ITALIA GIFT ROOM at the 10th
Film, Fashion and Art Fest. All celebrities
attending the event can visit the Gift Room
@ Trastevere at Hollywood & Highland,
where they will receive presents offered by
the leading Italian brands. The talented photographers Pietro Coccia and Gianni Riccio
will take pictures of all the celebrities visiting the L.A Italia GIFT ROOM for the official
book of the event.

Rita Rusic

Aria Crescendo

Dito Montiel with wife Michelle

Alex Meneses

Fausto Brizzi and
Claudia Zanella
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FRIENDSclub

join us on

S

Aurelio and Jaqueline De Laurentiis

Luca Cordero di
Montezemolo

ince 2006 Los Angeles, Italia has brought many Italian artists
to Hollywood, where our festival yearly celebrates the art,
fashion and cuisine of our country. The festival represents an
irresistible lure for those who love the genius-like creativity of
the Italians. For its tenth anniversary we are proud to present a
selection of images to celebrate the friends who helped us grow
and make our festival successful.
However the friends of Los Angeles, Italia’s are also those who
join us on the web and the social networks, such as our Facebook and Twitter followers, or those who log on to our official
website: www.losangelesitalia.com.
We are grateful for their warm support and we welcome them to
join our festival’s 10th edition.

Mel Gibson and Eros Ramazzotti

Andrea Della Valle, Franca Sozzani and Diego Della Valle

Jim Gianopulos

Coleen Camp

Alessandro Salem

Michael Fassbender and Lee Daniels

Lawrence Bender

Daniel Ezralow

Darina Pavlova

Michael Bolton and Kerry Kennedy

Giorgio Restelli
Paula Thomas

Jason Weinberg
Giovanni Minoli

Donald Kushner

Forest and Keisha Whitaker

Terry Gilliam

Bruno Manfellotto

Carlo Rossella
Rob Friedman and
Patrick Wachsberger
Giorgio Mulè
Andrea Delfini and Luca Dini

Clemente Mimun

Costanzo De Angelis and ElsaPataki
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Alfonso Signorini

Mario Orfeo

Armando and Cheryl Gallo

Alan Siegel and
David Meister

Marco Mavilla

los angeles italia
Special Thanks

Leslie and Jack Kavanaugh

The RECORDING ACADEMY
SOHO HOUSE, L.A.
FOURTH DIMENSION
ROMANA LLC
jason, di martino and associates
Attorneys at Law

Paolo Del Brocco
Humberto Gatica and David Foster

Ryan Kavanaugh
and Tuckler Tooley

Gianluca Isaia
Sam Jason

Raffaele Di Martino

Dominic Cooper and
Benjamin Walker95
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SHOWCASING SOME OF THE

SEASON’S MOST ACCLAIMED MOVIES
THE COLOSSAL FAILURE GREENERY
OF THE MODERN
WILL BLOOM AGAIN
RELATIONSHIP
dir. Ermanno Olmi – 80’

dir. Sergio Navarretta – 102’

Cat has a mediocre job, a mundane social life and her relationship with Freddy has been, well…uninspired. Enters Richard,
Freddy’s boss. Charming, gregarious, astute, and shockingly
self-confident, he promises to be everything Freddy is not. Cat and Richard’s
brief encounter evolves into an affair.
Overwhelmed by her own guilt, however,
she breaks it off to make a final, sincere
attempt to reignite the flame with Freddy
with a romantic trip to the wine country.

We are in the North-East, after
the latest bloody clashes of 1917
on the plateaus.
The story takes place in the time
of a single night. The events
follow each other always in an
unpredictable way: sometimes

long waits where fear makes
you count, moment by moment,
until that moment when it’s up
to you.
So much so that the peace of
the mountain is a place where
you die.

Alberto Lenzi, the Public Prosecutor of Reggio Calabria, has a bad reputation:
lazy, indolent, too fond of life to spend time with work. Separated from his
wife, with an 8 year old son, Henry, who feels mostly like a weight, has an
affair with Marina, a police sergeant who works with him. To disrupt his
life, a terrible event: Giorgio Maremmi, fellow magistrate and dear friend,
is killed in an ambush. Alberto has a rude awakening: rolls up his sleeves
and plunges headlong into work.

dir. Simone Gandolfo e Gianluca Della Monica – 80’
Some of the best known
contemporary Italian authors have written seven
scenes of farewell. A goodbye can be many different
things, and the authors
have had the freedom to
explore every possible narrative whilst remaining faithful to only three
simple rules: each story has to be set in a
single environment, using two characters and
can be written up to ten folders.

DARKER THAN MIDNIGHT

dir. Alessio Maria Federici – 89’
Peter is a claimed man
that no longer knows
how to love, Francis
is an eternal boy who
has never loved. They
are brothers, but they
have spent all their
lives with the desire of being an only child.
An accident causes Peter to lose his memory,
Peter now is like a child. His ex-wife Julia is
about to remarry, and wants nothing to do
with him, so Francis is forced to take him
home and, for the first time, to play the part
of the adult.

THE INDOLENT JUDGE
dir. Carlo Carlei –130’

THE ONLY CHILD BROS

Sergio Navaretta

dir. Sebastiano Riso – 98’

HAPPILY MIXED

THE ICE FOREST

Even psychoanalysts may fall into depression! Marcello,
psychoanalyst and cynical scoundrel, who one day decides
to stay at home and cancel his appointments. This
extreme gesture is not well received by Silvia, Marcello’s
secretary, who decides to gather his patients to try, all
together, to get him out of the crisis. Beautiful idea except
that, to help Silvia, there will be a drug dealer suffering
from panic attacks, a forty chronic mama’ s boy, Pasquale,
an intrusive nymphomaniac, Vitaliana, a couple in sexual
crisis, Henry and Betta and Michelangelo, a man in crisis
for the betrayal of his wife.

A mystery lurks behind the
apparent tranquillity of an
Alpine village. As a storm
approaches menacingly in the
background, Pietro, a young
expert technician, comes to the
valley to repair a malfunction
at the high-altitude electrical
plant. He is suddenly involved
in a strange disappearance that

dir. Massimiliano Bruno – 105’
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PARTING IS SUCH A
SWEET SORROW

Davide is fourteen years old. His
delicate and effeminate looks do
not fit in with his father’s ideas of
what a boy should be like. Fleeing
the constant conflicts at home,
he is drawn to Catania’s biggest
public park, Villa Bellini, a separate world that the rest of the city
pretends not to see and whose
regulars live on the outskirts of
society.

dir. Claudio Noce – 99’

leads him to clash with Lorenzo
and Secondo, who live and work
in the area. When the young
man figures out the origin of the
secrets hidden in the heart of
the valley, the tensions explode
with extreme cruelty and spark
a play of distorting mirrors in
which everyone falls under the
lens of suspicion.

THE CLOTHES MERCHANT

dir. Antonio Baiocco – 88’
An ancient legend becomes a predicament to
the faith of two lovers
coming from very different cultural, religious
and social backgrounds.

SOAP OPERA

DO YOU SEE ME?
dir. Riccardo Milani – 106’

Serena is an extraordinarly talented architect. After a series of professional
successes abroad, she decides to return to work in Italy. In a desperate search for a job she has to face
an incredible decision: to pass
for what everyone expects you
to be: a man. Meanwhile she
meets Francesco. Handsome
and charming. The ideal companion. Except that he does not
like women ... Or so it seems.
Together they will help each
other face the adversities and
complications of life.

dir. Alessandro
Genovesi – 86’

The lives of a group of
outlandish, unique and
surreal characters intertwine in a condo of an
unspecified Italian town
while the snow falls
on the city. Gianni and
Mario are two brothers:
Mario is in a wheelchair and he has been sharing the apartment with his brother Gianni.
Francesco is a single man with a quite ebullient sex life even though he is still in love
with Anna, his former love-interest who a
few months after their separation, is already
pregnant by a new man. Paolo is expecting a
child from Elena. Alice the gorgeous neighbor, is an actress starring in a very popular TV
soap opera.
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10 Anniversary

dailythProgram • Screenings and events
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15
10:30am Celebrating The Iconic Director
Francesco Rosi - Special Screening
• Hands Over The City (105 min - dir.
Francesco Rosi)
3:00pm Honoring The Actor Richard
Harrison - Special Screening • Two
Brothers In Trinity (97 min - dir. Renzo
Genta and Richard Harrison)
5:00pm It Takes A Miracle! (110 min - dir.
Alessandro Siani)
7:00pm OPENING CEREMONY
7:45pm World Premiere • Partly Cloudy
(With Sunny Spells) (93 min - dir. Massimo
Falsetta starring Franco Nero) The director,
and the actor Luca Zingaretti will attend
the screening
10:00pm Honoring the Italian-American
Actor and Singer Frank Sinatra - Special
Screening • From Here To Eternity (118
min - dir. Fred Zinneman)

6:45pm Meet The Actor Sebastiano
Somma - Special Screening • The Clothes
Merchant (88 min - dir. Antonio Baiocco)
Sebastiano Somma will attend the screening
8:30pm Man, Pride and Vengeance (91
min - dir. Luigi Bazzoni starring Franco Nero)
Starring Franco Nero, who will attend the
screening
10:15pm Meet The Actor Fabio Testi
– Special Screening • Tis Pity She’s A
Whore (105 min - dir. Giuseppe Patroni
Griffi)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
10:00am According To Marco Risi Special Screening • Forever Mary (105
min - dir. Marco Risi)
12:00am The Ice Forest (99 min - dir.
Claudio Noce)
1:50pm Introducing Luca Zingaretti Special Screening • All The Women In
My Life (101 min - dir Simona Izzo)
4:45pm Meet The Actor Fabio Testi Special Screening • Blood Brothers (130
min - dir. Pasquale Squitieri) Fabio Testi will
be attending the screening
6:00pm Honoring The Actor Richard
Harrison - Special Screening • Master
Stroke (111 min- dir. Michele Lupo)
8:10pm Short Cuts • The Manager
Italiano (15 min– dir. Alessandro Cuomo)
8:30pm African-Gothic (90 min- dir. Gabriel
Bologna) The director and part of the cast
will be attending the screening
10:10pm Do You See Me? (106 min - dir.
Riccardo Milani) Starring Raoul Bova, who
will attend the screening
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16
10:00am Honoring the Italian-American
actor and singer Frank Sinatra - Special
Screening • The Detective (114 min - dir.
Gordon Douglas)
12:00am Special Screening • Ocean’s 11
(127 min- dir. Lewis Milestone)
2:30pm Darker Than Midnight (98’- dir.
Sebastiano Riso)
4:15pm Soap Opera (86 min - dir.
Alessandro Genovesi) Starring Chiara
Francini, who will attend the screening
6:00pm Introducing Luca Zingaretti Special Screening • The Indolent Judge
(130 min dir. Carlo Carlei) Starring Luca
Zingaretti, who will attend the screening
8:15pm Honoring The Legendary Al
Pacino and Barry Levinson - Special
Screening • The Humbling (112 min - dir.
Barry Levinson) The producers Monika
Bacardi and Andrea Iervolino will be
attending the event
10:30pm According to Marco Risi Special Screening • Il Branco (90 min - dir.
Marco Risi)

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
10:00am Introducing Luca Zingaretti Special Screening • Come Into The Light
(89 min- dir. Roberto Faenza)
11:45am Honoring the Italian-American
actor and singer Frank Sinatra – Special
Screening • Von Ryan’s Express (117 min
dir. Mark Robson starring Raffaella Carrà)
2:00pm Happily Mixed Up (89 min - dir.
Massimiliano Bruno)
4:00pm According To Marco Pontecorvo
– Special Screening • L’oro di Scampia
(100 min - dir. Marco Pontecorvo)
5:50pm Short Cuts • Let’s Dare – The Hug
(12 min- dir. Stefania Rocca)
6:15pm Doc • Club Dogo In L.A. (22 min dir. Marco Salom)

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19
10:00am Honoring the Italian-American
singer and actor Frank Sinatra - Special
Screening • Some Came Running (137
min - dir. Vincente Minnelli)
12:30am Greenery Will Bloom Again (80
min - dir. Ermanno Olmi)
2:00pm The Greatest School In The
World (98 min - dir. Luca Miniero)
4:00pm Meet The Actor Sebastiano
Somma - Special Screening • Mother
Teresa (110 min - dir. Fabrizio Costa)
Sebastiano Somma will attend the screening
6:15pm According To Marco Risi Special Screening • Three Wives (105 min
- dir. Marco Risi) The director will attend
the screening
8:15pm World Premiere • Calibro 10 (93
min - dir. Massimo Falsetta starring Franco
Nero) Starring Franco Nero, who will
attend the screening
10:00pm Honoring the legends Sammy
Davis Jr., Liza Minnelli and Frank Sinatra
- Special Screening • Sing For You –
Live From Detroit (89 min - dir. George
Schlatter)

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20
10:00am Il Sorpasso (105 min - dir. Dino
Risi) Starring Vittorio Gassman
12:00am Doc • No Pass (62 min - dir Paolo
Boriani)
1:00pm Parting Is Such A Sweet Sorrow
(80 min - dir. Simone Gandolfo and Gianluca
Della Monica)
2:30pm Short Cuts
Mirror, dir. Nick Coppola
The Paranoids, dir. Camillo Brena and
Matteo Mercanti
Sugar Plum Fairy, dir. Marco Renda
Giuseppe Verdi, Memorie Nel Petto – 3rd
Quatrain 3rd Verse, dir. Emanuela Morozzi
3:45pm Meet The Actor Sebastiano
Somma - Special Screening • Doc The
Blue Kiss (76 min – dir. Pino Tordiglione)
Sebastiano Somma will attend the screening
5:15pm According To Marco Risi –
Special Screening • Life is a Stage (100
min - dir. Marco Risi) The producers
Monika Bacardi and Andrea Iervolino,
and the director will attend the screening
7:45pm Ever Been To The Moon? (119
min - dir. Paolo Genovese) The director and
actor Raoul Bova will attend the screening
10:00pm World Premiere • Hope Lost (97
min - dir. David Petrucci) The producers
Monika Bacardi and Andrea Iervolino will
attend the screening
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21
10:00am Special Screening • The
Grand Budapest Hotel (100 mindir. Wes
Anderson) Costumes by Academy Awardwinner Milena Canonero
11:50am Doc • Remembering The Artist
Robert De Niro, Sr. (40 min - dir. Geeta
Gandbhir, Perri Peltz)
12:40pm According To Marco Risi –
Special Screening • Fortapasc (108 min
- dir. Marco Risi) The director will attend
the screening
2:45pm Short Cuts
Sete, dir. Antonio Braucci
Krineide, dir. Roberto Flammia
Memories, dir. Vincenzo Alfieri
3:45pm Doc • Offstage (75 min - dir.
Francesco Cinquemani) The director will
attend the screening
5:15pm World Premiere • The Colossal
Failure Of The Modern Relationship (96
min - dir Sergio Navarretta) The director
and part of the cast will attend the screening
7:00pm The Only Child Bros (89 min - dir.
Alessio Maria Federici) Starring Raoul
Bova, who will be attending the screening
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ADMISSION IS FREE.
FIRST COME, FIRST SEATED.
Please be sure you check the daily
program and book your seats at

www.losangelesitalia.com

exciting moments

THE ITALIAN DIRECTORS WHO WILL SOON MAKE THEIR MARK ON THE GLOBAL SCENE
JEREMY IRONS moretti’s BOCCACCIO ACCORDING to
sorrentino’s
for tornatore “mother”
the taviani brothers
“THE YOUTH”

Time, art and desire are the subjects of “La giovinezza,” the new project
created by Paolo Sorrentino, Oscar winner for “The Great Beauty.” The
film’s stellar international cast includes: Michael Caine, Jane Fonda,
Harvey Keitel and Rachel Weisz. This Indigo Film-Medusa production is
due out next Spring.

After successful “La migliore offerta”, Giuseppe
Tornatore now presents a new movie, “The
Correspondence,” a dangerous love story between a
professor and a troubled university student, portrayed
respectively by Jeremy Irons and Blake Lively.

cassel-HAYEK
BUY-FERILLI in garrone’s
queen of hearts “racconto”
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Margherita Buy and Sabrina Ferilli will appear together on the big screen
in a romantic story between two women who love each other despite their
differences. “Io e lei,” directed by Maria Sole Tognazzi, was written in
collaboration with Ivan Cotroneo and Francesca Marciano, who previously
wrote the successful “Viaggio sola.”

Vincent Cassel, Salma Hayek and Alba Rohrwacher are the stars
of Matteo Garrone’s “The Tale of the Tales.” This is a big fantasy
story loosely based on “Lo Cunto de li cunti” by Giambattista
Basile, a brilliant Neapolitan author of the 17th century, whose
stories are generally acknowledged as the precursors of many
fairy tales that came forth in the following centuries.

Not much has been disclosed about Nanni Moretti’s
latest production. “Mia madre” is an Italian, French
and German co-production, which tells a strongly
autobiographical story written by Francesco Piccolo
and Valia Santella. Margherita Buy is the film’s protagonist, a woman at the mercy of her ailing mother and
her uncommunicative son. The cast also features John
Turturro and Moretti.

Based on the 14th century literary masterpiece “Decameron,” “Maraviglioso
Boccaccio” by Paolo and Vittorio Taviani is set in Florence during the Plague and
becomes a metaphor of a journey to escape an “epidemic of disillusionment.” The
story takes life thanks to a well matched cast: Michele Riondino, Paola Cortellesi,
Riccardo Scamarcio, Kim Rossi Stuart, Flavio Parenti and Lello Arena.

SPLASHING AROUND
A LATIN LOVER FOR
CRISTINA COMENCINI with guadagnino

The film tells the story the reunion of a group of women who are
either the daughters or the ex-wives of a man who used to be a
revered actor, and who come together to commemorate the tenth
anniversary of his death. The ensemble cast includes several
female celebrities - Virna Lisi, Marisa Paredes, and Valeria Bruni
Tedeschi under the direction of Cristina Comencini, who in this
film explores such themes as love, selfishness and freedom.

Dakota Johnson, the daughter of Melanie Griffith and Don Johnson, was cast in
“A Bigger Splash,” Luca Guadagnino’s latest project inspired by the 1968 original French movie “The Pool.” The roles once performed by Alain Delon and
Romy Schneider are now reinvented by two British actors: Ralph Fiennes and
Tilda Swinton.
103

Montalcino - Tuscany
Opening Spring 2015

Castel Porrona Relais
1,000 Years of History - Luxuriously Serviced
Castel Porrona Relais is a new luxury hotel near Montalcino – the heart of Tuscany.
A 12th Century castle, which was the residence of two Popes and numerous members of royalty, now welcomes its privileged
guests to the unique experience of living in a real Tuscan borgo.
+LVWRULF&DVWHO3RUURQDLVPDJQLĆFHQWO\UHQRYDWHGDQGOX[XULRXVO\IXUQLVKHGDQGIHDWXUHVgourmet restaurants, a destination
spa and wellness center. The famous vineyards of Montalcino, the monuments of Siena and Firenze and glamorous seaside
locations are within easy reach.

Private Residence Club
Castel Porrona Relais will also offer, to a limited number of guests, the opportunity of becoming a Member of its private
residence club, with exclusive accommodation rights, unique services and a global reciprocity program providing exclusive
access to some of the most desirable destinations in the world.

Inquiries and reservations

Via della Fiera, Porrona, 58044 Cinigiano (GR) - Italy
www.castelporrona.it | info@castelporrona.it | Phone +39 0564 993206 | Fax +39 0564 993 230
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