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FILMING IN ITALY
IS NOW
MORE CONVENIENT
THAN EVER!
Throughout its 76-year history, Rome’s Cinecittá Studios
has always offered expert guidance to foreign filmmakers
who base their productions at the celebrated facility.
Our Studios has grown in the last few years
into an extensive studio complex.
With three state-of-the-art facilities in and around Rome,
and a brand new studio in Morocco,
Cinecittà is one of the biggest world production centres,
providing a total of 30 fully equipped sound-stages
and 300 acres of diversified backlots
with several resident locations ready to shoot.
With Italy’s new tax incentives and credits now in place,
the Regional Funds and the VAT exemption,
Cinecittà Studios started acting as Production Service
Company in order to assure Producers that they will receive the
maximum benefits which they are entitled.
Professionalism, creativity, experience and passion, along
with avant-garde technology, come together at Cinecittà to
transform fantastic visions into spectacular reality.
Cinecittà Studios can offer a fully integrated production cycle on the lot:
a corporate partnership with Deluxe allows a fully integrated post production facility
with international standars close to the sound-stages.
Thanks to the NewCo Cinecittà- Panalight, the Italian leader in equipment rental,
and exclusive Panavision dealer for Italy, Morocco and Malta, a center of excellence
serving all of Mediterranean Europe have been created within the Studio.

sales@cinecittastudios.it

•

www.cinecittastudios.it/en

WELCOME
TO THE WORLD'S BEST
ITALIAN FILM FEST
PASCAL VICEDOMINI
Founder and Producer of Los Angeles, Italia

mong the first to nurture the idea of a
cultural bridge between Italy and the
USA, launched back in 1995 by the Insitute Capri nel Mondo was the unforgettable
MPAA President, Jack Valenti.
It was then that we met with John Travolta
and him at the NIAF Gala in Washington,
DC. Unlike many luminaries of the Italian
cinema, Jack Valenti embraced the twinning of Capri and Los Angeles immediately.
Flash forward eleven years to February 2006:
Al Pacino was the first superstar to bless the
Italian-inspired festival at Hollywood’s Chinese Theatre, on the eve of Oscar night. We
were visiting with Lina Wertmuller and the
legendary actor who, after expressing all his
admiration for the well known director of
“Pasqualino Settebellezze” and “Travolti da
un insolito destino”, declared: “LA-Italia,
what a wonderful idea!”
You can well imagine our joy when learned
that the Valenti family was receptive to the
idea of our presenting a special posthumous
award in memory of Jack, the “Jack Valenti
– L.A., Italia Legend Award” especially when
they found out that Al Pacino will be receiving it.
A matter of art and friendship, the cultural
bridge between the Gulf of Naples and California and the philosophy are contributing
to build a big little Italian slice of history in
Hollywood.
Presidents Obama and Monti declared that
2013 will be the “Year of the Italian Culture
in America” and Los Angeles, Italia will certainly be among the memorable events of
this partnership, considering the well-affirmed relationship of Institute Capri nel
Mondo with the leading figures of the US cinema.
In the name of our non profit association
and of the portion of Italy working silently
to export Italy’s arts, culture and expertise
in the world, it is my duty to thank friends
such as Mark Canton, Al Newman, Rick Nicita, Avi Lerner, Shaul Kuba and Donald
Kushner, as their help has created more
space for the Italian excellence of art and entertainment to thrive.
We also want to thank MIBAC’s Direction
General Cinema, which has always believed
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Vittorio Taviani, Monica Bellucci, Roberto De Simone and Pascal Vicedomini

in us, Eni, which has been right next to us for
6 years, and our newest friends such as General Consul Giuseppe Perrone, Ice President Riccardo Monti and all the American
and Italian artists who believe in us and support us in every possible way, inspired purely by their interest in the promotion of the

Italian culture in the world. Among these, we
are pleased to mention one name in particular: Iginio Straffi, an animation genius as
well as an enlightened entreprenuer. In
short, he is a real-life symbol of the Italians
who work, focused on actions, and not just
on words. Happy festival to everyone!

ON THE ROAD TO THE OSCARS 2014

Photo by Pornchai Mittongtare

Geoffrey Rush and Giuseppe Tornatore on the set of "THE BEST OFFER"

FANTASTIC YEARS

EIGHT TOGETHER
LINA WERTMULLER
Honorary President Istituto Capri nel mondo

wish to welcome all the artists, media
and guests contributing to the success of
Los Angeles Italia. Eight years have now
gone by, and yet it seems only yesterday
that Pascal Vicedomini and us embarked
on this extraordinary adventure. Now,
after seven fantastic experiences, the event
has established itself as part of the
Hollywood’s history. This result fills us
with pride and encourages us toward
improvement, as we are aware that this
well-known event continues to bathe us in
the world’s spotlight year after year. We
have come to find ourselves responsible
for an event that seeks to advance the
image of Italy around the world. This
responsibility inspires us to work hard to
fulfill it. Every year, part of that goal is to
excel in the areas of content and
participation, and to guarantee a high level
of quality, even in this difficult moment of
a global financial crisis.
L.A., Italia continues to enthrall its guests,
both on the cultural scene and in the
international show biz industry, as it turns
the Chinese Theatre into a privileged
destination during the Awards season
Pictures of contemporary celebrities
alongside the black and white footage in
the global archives means that we are on
the right track.
Today it is essential - now more than ever to look ahead with big strategies that lead
the way, and to have - with Pascal, Marina
Cicogna, Tony Renis and Franco Nerogreat friends that support and promote us
around the world, such as Mark Canton,
Avi Lerner, Rick Nicita, Al Newman and
many others. L.A., Italia is now an
incontrovertible reality in California.
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HARVEY
WEINSTEIN,
THE OSCAR
MASTER
After the miracle done for The Artist in
2012, this year the American producer and
his brother Bob have collected 8
nominations for the David O. Russell
comedy, plus all the other nominations for
Django: Unchained by Quentin Tarantino
and The Master by Paul Thomas Anderson

Lina Wertmuller presenting the 2012 Capri Award
to Bradley Cooper, Oscar-nominee for
“Silver Linings Playbook"

SILVER
LININGS
PLAYBOOK
Former high school history teacher Pat Solitano (Bradley Cooper) is conditionally released
from a mental health facility into
the care of his parents (Jacki
Weaver and Robert DeNiro).
Suspended from his job and diagnosed as
bipolar, Pat is determined to
rebuild his life and win back his cheating exwife by looking for the silver lining in his
cloudy situations rather than numb himself
with his mandated prescription narcotics.
Pat’s bond with his parents -- the family
obsession with the Philadelphia Eagles
football team – interweaves into the plot as
he set up by friends with the young and
recently widowed Tiffany (Jennifer Lawrence). An unexpected bond forms between Pat
as he and Tiffany as they agree to help each
other move toward their respective goal
lines in this offbeat romantic comedy directed by David. O. Russell.

THE INTERNATIONAL HONORARY BOARD
An incredible group of fans, friends and supporters
THE HONORARY BOARD 2013
Giulio Terzi di Sant’Agata - Minister of Foreign Affairs
Lorenzo Ornaghi - Minister of Culture and Cultural Heritage
Claudio Bisogniero - Italian Ambassador
Giuseppe Perrone - Consul General of Italy in Los Angeles
Riccardo Maria Monti - President Ice

Italian Prime Minister, Mario Monti and Us President Barack Obama, first meeting in 2011

LEADERSHIP 2013
Chairman of the Board
RICK NICITA

President
MARTHA DE LAURENTIIS

Honorary Chair
MARK CANTON

Co-Chairs
MARINA CICOGNA • BOBBY MORESCO •
FRANCO NERO • SHAUL KUBA •
GIUSEPPE PEDERSOLI • LINA WERTMULLER

Master of Ceremonies
MADALINA GHENEA

Honorary President • TONY RENIS
Founder and Producer • PASCAL VICEDOMINI

Lorenzo Ornaghi,
Minister of Culture and Cultural Heritage

Giulio Terzi di Sant’Agata,
Minister of Foreign Affairs

Luigi Abete, President
Cinecittà Studios
Dario Argento
Bille August
Antonio Avati, CEO DueA
FIlm
Angelo Barbagallo, President
Upa
Harold Becker
Marco Bellocchio
Lawrence Bender, Bender
Brown Productions
Bernardo Bertolucci
Jacqueline Bisset
Jacob Bloom
Andrea Bocelli
Stefano Bollani
Roberto Cicutto, CEO
Cinecittà Luce Spa
Rodrigo Cipriani, President
Cinecittà Luce Spa
Lee Daniels
Elizabeth Monk Daley, Dean
of USC School of Cinematic
Arts
Paolo Del Brocco, CEO Rai
Cinema
Diego Della Valle, President
and CEO Tod’s Group
Christian De Sica
Dante Ferretti
Peter Fonda
David Foster
Diane Von Fustemberg
Humberto Gatica
Jim Gianopulos, Co-Chair and
CEO Fox Film Entertainment
Jack Gilardi
Terry Gilliam
Luca Guadagnino
Gianluca Isaia
Samuel L. Jackson
Ryan Kavanaugh
Ken Kleinberg
Donald Kushner, Chinese 6
Theatres
Taylor Hackford
Paul Haggis
Alejandro Gonzales Inarritu
Jimmy Iovine, Chairman
Interscope Geffen
John Landis
Avi Lerner, CEO Nu Image
Giampaolo Letta, CEO
Medusa
Melissa Leo
Raffaella Leone, Executive
Assistant to the CEO of Eni
Carlo Lizzani

Fulvio Lucisano
John Malkovich
Joe Mantegna
Citto Maselli
Helen Mirren
Luca Cordero di
Montezemolo, President
Ferrari
Elettra Morini
Ennio Morricone
Kenny Ortega
Neil Portnow, President and
CEO Recording Academy
Paolo Protti, President Agis
Michael Radford
Massimo Ranieri
Vanessa Redgrave
Richard and Tony Ressler,
Principals CIM Group
Carlo Rossella, President
Medusa
Vasco Rossi
Mickey Rourke
Alain Salem, Banque Jacob
Safra
Alessandro Salem, Mediaset
Gabriele Salvatores
Pietro Scalia
Avi Shemesh, Principal CIM
Group
Anthony Shriver Kennedy,
President Best Buddy
Sylvester Stallone
Fisher Stevens
Trudie Styler
Mike Stoller
Oliver Stone
Quentin Tarantino
Jeremy Thomas, Chairman
Recorded Picture Co.
Giuseppe Tornatore
Riccardo Tozzi, President
Anica
Pietro Valsecchi, President
TaoDue
Christoph Waltz
Jason Weinberg, Principal
Untitled Entertainment
Harvey Weinstein, CEO The
Weinstein Company
Lina Wertmuller
Forest Whitaker
Steven Zaillian

A solid bridge between
CLAUDIO BISOGNIERO

Italian Ambassador in Usa

ITALY&USA

magine taking a great journey without even leaving home.
Imagine experiencing the richness of Italian culture through a
spectacular calendar of events encompassing a wide range of areas.
Imagine discovering Italy through art, music, science, design,
cinema and photography. Imagine having the opportunity to do so
all across the United States, for an entire year. Imagine all this and
you will envision “2013 - Year of Italian Culture.”
Held under the auspices of the President of the Italian Republic,
such initiative aims to showcase the best of our country, from the
most recent scientific achievements, to our invaluably rich cultural
past. Over 190 events in nearly 50 American cities will help us
engage, amaze, and enthuse Americans eager to discover Italy.
We will bring to the U.S. our masterpieces: from the classical art
represented by the Dancing Satyr and the Youth of Motya, to the
contemporary work of art by Sandro Chia. Ranging from
Michelangelo and Caravaggio, to the visionary De Chirico.
Celebrations for the 200th Anniversary of Giuseppe Verdi will be
held in major U.S. cities, while theaters and music halls will host
prominent personalities such as Maestro Riccardo Muti, and the
renowned classical pianist Maestro Maurizio Pollini.
Cinema, as well as photography, will be the protagonists of a
number of festivals and exhibitions across the country. Finally, we
will present the Italian technological excellences embodied by
science parks and robotics applied to surgery, only to mention
some examples, and display the genius of our innovative design
with the “Design Week” in San Francisco. Or other events such as
Barrique, a project that transforms disassembled barrel staves into
stunning design objects.
With such an ambitious aim in mind, we certainly could not miss
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the chance to celebrate Italian cinema in Los Angeles, the world
capital of entertainment. Indeed, the events in program will
provide Americans with a great opportunity to learn more about the
milestones of our worldwide acknowledged cinema industry, as
well as the most recent tendencies.
This appointment, however, is only one of the many events in
program in Los Angeles, featuring art, design, music, science, and
much more.
I hence invite you to find out the full calendar of the Year visiting
the website www.ItalyinUS2013.org.
I wish you an inspiring Year of Italian Culture!

CELEBRATING THE YEAR OF ITALIAN CULTURE
A. Italia 2013 is pleased to celebrate within its …
edition, the year of Italian culture in the United
States. As part of the commitment to further
strengthen the longstanding friendship between our
two countries, the event opened on December 12, 2012
with a special exhibition of the famous sculpture of
David by Michelangelo at the National Gallery of Art in
Washington, D.C. President of the Italian Republic
Giorgio Napolitano underscored this commitment in a
message of goodwill sent to the organizers of the event.
Since its creation, the Istituto Capri nel Mondo has
been working to build a real bridge between the two
peoples, whose cultures have been strongly linked
historically: this is the mission of Los Angeles Italia,
the event traditionally taking place on the eve of the
The President of the Italian Republic Giorgio Napolitano with the multi Oscar winners
Oscar Awards Ceremony, and putting our cinema in
Francesca Lo Schiavo and Dante Ferretti
the limelight.
The celebration of the 150th anniversary of Italy’s
Unification that took place in the United States in 2011 fostered
University and Research, the Agency for the Promotion Abroad
significant thoughts about our mutual ideal and cultural roots.
(ICE) and the National Agency of Tourism (ENIT Italia). It will
“Year 2013,” notes Napolitano, “will allow us to look both at the
include more than 180 events set up and supported by the Italian
present and at the future.” The event, supported by the High
Embassy in Washington and by the Consulates and of Italian
Patronage of the President of the Italian Republic, is promoted by
cultural Institutes in over 40 US cities including Washington,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in collaboration with the Ministries Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Houston, Los Angeles,
of Cultural Heritage and Activities, Economic Development, the
Miami, New York, Philadelphia and San Francisco.

L.

A UNIQUE AND PRECIOUS

Under the auspices of

OPPORTUNITY

The President of the Italian Republic

GIUSEPPE PERRONE
Consul General of Italy

Organized by

Partners

Official Water
Water of the Year
Year of Italian Culture in the US

Organized by

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and
The Embassy of Italy in Washington D.C.
In collaboration with

MINISTRY OF CULTURAL
HERITAGE AND ACTIVITIES

Committee of Supporters
upporters

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and
The Embassy of Italy in Washington D.C.

MINISTRY OF
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
UNIVERSITIES AND RESEARCH

PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
DEPARTMENT FOR REGIONAL AFFAIRS, TOURISM AND SPORT

has been proclaimed the "Year of
Italian Culture in the United
States". It will be a unique and precious
opportunity to provide Southem Califomia's
highly discriminating and demanding public an
overview of Italy's contemporary creativity and
of the wide variety of artistic and cultural
expressions it has to offer.
Throughout this special year this modem metropolis, that
derives its very identity from sharing the diverse cultural
contributions of its multiethnic citizens, will host numerous
highly visible and meaningful events. This City has a special
relationship with Italy, as Americans of Italian descent greatly
contributed to mold its character. Just consider that from the
early 1900 on, the very center of Los Angeles was also home to
a vibrant Little Italy. The Towers built by Simon Rodia in the
first part of the last Century and the modem buildings
designed by famous Italian architects mark its urban
landscape with unrnistakable Italian spirito Italian culture
imbues the City's life-style: Italian taste, design, fashion,
cinema and music are very much appreciated and sought
after.
Italian Language and Literature, Art and Music, Fashion and
Food, Photography, Theater and, of course, Cinema, are
punctuating Los Angeles' 2013 calendar of events. In this
context, the yearly appointment with the Los Angeles-Italia
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Thanks to

ITALIAN GOVERNMENT
TOURIST BOARD

With the support of
Corporate Ambassadors

”

Partners

Inauguration of
2013 Year of Italian Culture
in the United States

Official Water of the Year of Italian Culture in the US

December 12, 2012

National Gallery of Art
Washington, D.C.
December 12, 2012 :: March 3, 2013

Committee of Supporters

MINISTRY OF
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Michelangelo Buonarroti (Italian, 1475-1564)
David-Apollo, c. 1530
marble
overall: 146 x 46 x 53 (57 ? x 18 1/8 x 20 7/8 in.)
Museo nazionale del Bargello - Sovrintendenza Speciale
per il Polo Museale Fiorentino

IN ALL FORMS OF

“
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Film Fashion and Art Fest celebrates Italy's continuing
contributions to the cinematic arts and its untamed creative
spirito I am certain you will enjoy the Fest and invite you to
explore alI the extraordinary happenings that the Year of
Italian Culture is bringing to the City of Angels.

ARTISTIC VERSATILITY

In collaboration with
MICHELANGELO’S DAVID-APOLLO

Giuseppe Perrone

Italy is creativity, vision,
and innovation at work.
For years to come,
centuries of inspiration
for the new generations.

ALL AROUND THE COUNTRY,
FOR A YEAR OF INSPIRATION
Thanks to

Atlanta

Los Angeles

Partners

Boston

Miami

ENTERTAINMENT

ALBERTO DI MAURO
Director, Istituto Italiano di Cultura, Los Angeles

he Los Angeles, Italia Film Fashion and Art Fest – organized
by Istituto Capri nel Mondo – will take on particular
significance in 2013, the Year of Italian Culture in the United
Giulio Terzi
Chicago
New York
MINISTRY
OF CULTURAL
Minister
of Foreign Affairs
States. Thanks to its unique artistic versatility in branching out
Cleveland
Philadelphia
from cinema to other realms of entertainment, the festival
HERITAGE AND ACTIVITIES
confirms its ability to celebrate past great traditions while
Fort Worth
San Francisco
simultaneously showcasing the best of our contemporary
Houston
Washington
productions.Among the present edition’s highlights, particular
attention will be given to the segment dedicated to Michele
and many more:
Placido, one of the main protagonists in the history of Italian
Committee of Supporters
cinema; to the reinterpretation of the Spaghetti Western genre,
ITALYinUS2013.org
whose legacy was absorbed and re-invented in Django
for a detailed program
Unchained, the new Quentin Tarantino film; and to the
immersive musical rhythms of the Mediterranean.
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
Italian actors, actresses, directors, singers, musicians and
producers will serve as living testimonials to our country’s many
UNIVERSITIES AND RESEARCH
and diverse talents in this string of days that grows more
stimulating each year, as the roots of the Italian presence
deepen in the Entertainment Capital of the World – Los
Charleston

Milwaukee

T

Official Water of the Year of Italian Culture in the US

Stefano Bollani and Alberto Di Mauro

Angeles.On behalf of the Italian Institute of Culture, we want to
express our heartfelt appreciation and wish this meritorious
initiative long life and the greatest success!

MUSIC AND THEATER

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Riccardo Muti conducts Verdi
Chicago
Filarmonica
della Scala
Tribute to Verdi
Live
in Movie
Theaters
Boston,
Denver,
Fort Lauderdale,
Several
citiesBarbara, San
Houston,US
Santa
Diego,
San
José,
Washington
Italian Oscars: a Tulsa,
Musical
Homage
and Angeles
many other US Cities
Los
Italian
Oscars:
a
Musical
Choir: Regio di Parma Homage
Los Angeles
New
York
Italian Jazz
Jazz Days
Days
Italian
New York,
York, Boston,
Boston, Chicago,
Chicago, San
San Francisco
Francisco
New
Accademia Teatro alla Scala Orchestra
Chicago, Washington
DC
Washington
DC
Piccolo Teatro di Milano
performs De Filippo
Chicago
Pinocchio: a Universal Story
Several US cities
Italian Theater Festival
New York
A Lion of the Keyboard: Pollini in Concert
Washington DC, Chicago, New York
Enchanting Contemporary Music
Milwaukee
Opera: Fabio Luisi at Met
New York

Conference: Italian
Researchers in the U.S.
Houston
50 Years of Cooperation with NASA
Washington DC

Organized by
CINEMA AND PHOTOGRAPHY
A Homage to Pier Paolo Pasolini
New York
Film, Fashion and Art Fest
Los Angeles
Open Roads: New Italian Cinema
Several US cities
Italian Cinema Festivals
Atlanta, Cleveland, Philadelphia,
Los Angeles, Miami, San Francisco
Italian Contemporary Photographers
Washington DC
Unesco. Italia: Postcards from Italy
Several US cities
A Homage to Marco Bellocchio
New York

Technology Excellences:
Italian Science Parks
Chicago, Houston
New York
Silk, the Ancient Material
of the Future
Washington DC
Italy of the Future:
Showcasing Innovation
Several U.S. cities
Global Health 2013:
Combating Rare Diseases
Washington DC

NEXT GENERATION
Fulbright Best Scholarship
New York
International Literary Prize
for Young Researchers
Washington DC
Boccaccio After life:
Awarding Youth and Creativity
Providence
Boston
Start Your Own Business:
Enhancing Italian Entrepreneurship
New York
Young Investigator Award
and Paola Campese Award
Washington DC

Italy-US Cooperative
Research in Nanotechnology
New York
Honoring Dulbecco
and other Italian
Nobel Prizes
Washington DC, Boston
Mentorship Lectures
and Debates
Several U.S. cities

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and
The Embassy of Italy in Washington D.C.
ART

BRAND ITALIA AND DESIGN

Treasures of the Sea:
the Dancing Satyr
New York
Timeless
Timeless Beauty:
Beauty:
the
the Youth
Youth of
of Motya
Motya
Los Angeles, Cleveland
Los Angeles, Cleveland
Dream of Rome - Capitoline Brutus
Dream of Rome
Boston
Capitoline Brutus, Boston
MythDying
in theGaul,
Works
of De Chirico
The
Washington
DC
Washington DC, Providence
Myth
in
the
Works
of
DeCollection
Chirico
De Fornaris Modern Art
Washington
New York DC, Providence
De Fornaris
Sculpting
in Modern
Clay: Art Collection
New YorkTerracottas
Bernini’s
Forth Worth
Sculpting in Clay:
Eternal
Bernini’sCaravaggio
Terracottas
New York,
San Francisco
Forth
Worth

Consolato Generale d’Italia
Los Angeles

The
Italian
Way:
Eternal
Caravaggio
When
LightSan
is Art
New York,
Francisco
Chicago
The
Italian
Way:
LightGaul
is Art
Dream of Rome -When
the Dying
Chicago
Washington
DC
Sandro Chia:
Chia: Shapes
Shapes of
Sandro
of Knowledge
Knowledge
New York

ITALIAN LANGUAGE & LITERATURE
Poetry on the Bus
Washington DC
Machiavelli's
Machiavelli’s
The Prince turns 500
Washington DC, New York
York, Boston
Italy Outside Italy:
the Italian Heritage in the US
Philadelphia
Boccaccio at 700
Boston,
Washington
DC DC
Providence,
Washington

Italian Greats of Literature:
Calvino and Leopardi
New York
Languages of Italy in the US:
Between Tradition and Innovation
Philadelphia
Italy at Book Expo America
New York
Literary Contests for Young Writers
Miami
FindItalian
Online

New York meets Milan:
Fashion and Technology
New York
Italian Design: to realize the
improbable, to innovate with
beauty, to make culture
San Francisco
Living “alla Ponti”
New York, Los Angeles
Lamborghini on a Catwalk:
50 Years of Design
Miami
Barrique, Third Life for Wood
Boston, Charleston, Chicago, Houston,
Miami, New York, Washington DC
Experience Italian Fancy Food
New York

In collaboration with

Gems of the Medici
Houston, Los Angeles

CONVEYING ITALIAN STYLE
A mission to be accomplished each and every year
RICCARDO MARIA MONTI
Presidente, Agenzia – Ice • Chairman, Italian Trade Commission

os Angeles, Italia - Film Fashion and Art Fest
featured at TCL Chinese 6 Theatre ,
celebrates Italian cinema at a time of maximum
visibility for its proximity to the Academy
Awards, and becomes a showcase of "Made in
Italy".
The activity of the Italian Trade and Film
Commission in the U.S., as well as in other
markets answers the dual purpose of promoting
the production of film and at the same time
conveying Italian style. A film based in Italy, not
only is an Italian product, but also transmits the
“Italian mood”, which is the sum of objects and
places, a message which is unrepeatable. In the
year 2013 we wanted to include the eighth
edition of "Los Angeles, Italia” as part of the
program for the Year of Italian Culture in the
U.S., because the Italian Trade Commission
wishes to be even more present in this field.
When in the mid-90s, a section of the Los
Angeles Office was established as the “Italian
Film Commission”, not only has the office been
able to promote Italy as a movie set for
American productions, but it has also supported
US Film Festival presenting Italian movies,
organized the participation to International
Fairs, assisted American companies for possible
partnerships, informed on U.S. and Italian film
and events, and facilitated relations between the
two Nations. Keeping the focus on US
distribution and taking into account the
importance of the U.S. market, the most
important in the world, with revenues in 2012 of
more than $24 billion.
Furthermore, beginning in 2010, the
implementation of the “Italian film tax credit
law” has facilitated the attraction of foreign
investments in Italy in film and media, finally
seen as a viable productive sector on the same
level as others. The film sector has been able to
overcome the label of a "cultural product", and
has jumped into the normal context where the
Italian Trade Commission has always worked:
the promotion of products that are in need of
investors and distribution partners. It is not by
chance that films like "The American" (2010),
"The Tourist" (2011), "To Rome with Love"
(2012), to name a few, benefited from the tax
credit, thanks to specific seminars and contacts,
organized by the Italian Trade/Film
Commission. I wish all the best to the 8th
edition of “Los Angeles, Italia” and
congratulations to Pascal Vicedomini, founder
and producer.

L

WELCOME TO NAPLES, HOSTING THE
ONLY EUROPEAN REGATTA OF 2013
AMERICA’S CUP WORLD SERIES!
THE WORLD’S BEST SAILORS
ARE BACK!
RACING IN THE MAGNIFICENT
GULF OF NAPLES FROM
16th - 21st APRIL 2013

NAPLES
AMERICA’S CUP WORLD SERIES

16 - 21 APRIL
visit us at

Riccardo M. Monti

DARIO MARIANELLI:
ONE MORE NOMINATION

The Italian composer has already won an Oscar (2008 - Atonement). This year he is nominated
for the score of Joe Wright's "Anna Karenina"

acnapoli.org

SPREADING

COMMUNICATION AND KNOWLEDGE
The Italian Trade Commission in L.A.'s strategic mission for 18 years
CARLO ANGELO BOCCHI
Italian Trade Commissioner

n 2013, the “Italian Year of Culture in
the United States”, the Italian Trade
Commission in Los Angeles is once
again supporting the Italian movie
industry, during the week of the most
important movie awards in the world.

professionals, sharing experience and
knowledge on issues involving the financing and the production of films in
cinema and television (the Italian tax
credit law is a reality since April 2009
and already used in 11 US movies), with
Italy as a qualified service platform for
any movie.

I

The Italian Trade Commission audiovisual project, named Italian Trade Commission/IFC, since 1995 has been
spreading out communication and
knowledge on the Italian cinema within
the local industry, supporting and
advising local majors and independent
producers regarding tax incentive and
Italy as an equipped screening place, and
helping and consulting the Italian movie
industry, hopefully creating an opportunity for distribution in the USA.
In 2012 the IFC worked very hard to
promote and consolidate the relationship with American movie-industry

As we all know, distribution is the key
factor to the success of any product, with
no exception for the movie industry. This
is why the Italian Trade Commission puts
a strong emphasis on opening a dialogue
between the two industries.

Carlo Angelo Bocchi

“Los Angeles, Italia Film, Fashion and
Art Fest” is one more important presentation and link with the US industry, and
Pascal Vicedomini, founder, creator and
organizer of the Festival should be
congratulated for the program he built up
again on the 2013 Edition.

Remembering

JACK
VALENTI
A GREAT ITALIAN-AMERICAN
exas born, Harvard educated, Jack Valenti has led several lives; a
wartime bomber pilot, advertising agency founder, political
consultant, White House Special Assistant and movie industry
leader. In his 40 years as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
the Motion Picture Association of America, Valenti had presided
over a worldwide sea change in the industry, which has radically
changed the landscape of the American film and television industry
here and abroad. In this role, he became famous for creating the
movie-rating system (G, PG, PG-13, R and NC-17).
Born in Houston, Texas, Valenti was the youngest (age 15) high
school graduate in the city. He began work as a 16-year-old office
boy with the Humble Oil Company (now Exxon). As a young pilot in
the Army Air Corps in World War II, Lieutenant Valenti flew 51
combat missions as the pilot-commander of a B-25 attack bomber
with the 12th Air Force in Italy. He was decorated with the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal with four clusters, the Distinguished Unit Citation with one cluster, the European Theater
Ribbon with four battle stars.
He has a B.A. from the University of
Houston (doing all his undergraduate
work at night, working during the day).
He graduated from Harvard with an
M.B.A. In 1952, he co-founded the
advertising/political consulting agency of
Weekley & Valenti. In 1955, he met the
man who would have the largest impact
on his life, the then Majority Leader of the
U.S. Senate, Lyndon Johnson. Valenti's
agency was in charge of the press during
ton Post, Los Angeles Times,
Jack Valenti Reader's Digest, Atlantic Monthly, Newsweek, Cox
the visit of President John F. Kennedy and
and his wife Mary Margaret Wiley newspapers and other publications.
Vice President Johnson to Texas.
Valenti was in the motorcade in Dallas on
France presented him its highly prized Legion d'HonNovember 22, 1963. Within hours of the murder of John F. Kennedy, neur, the French Legion of Honor. He has been awarded his own
Valenti was on Air Force One flying back to Washington, the first
Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.
newly hired special assistant to the new President.
He and his wife, Mary Margaret Valenti, lived in Washington, though
On June 1, 1966, Valenti resigned his White House post to become
he spent half his time in Los Angeles. They had three children,
only the third man in MPAA history to become its leader.
Courtenay Valenti, John Valenti and Alexandra Valenti. He died from
Valenti has written four books, three nonfiction – The Bitter Taste Of complications of a stroke in April 2007.
Glory (World Publishing), A Very Human President (W. W. Norton
Co.) and Speak Up With Confidence (Wm. Morrow Co.); his newest
book is a political novel, Protect And Defend (Doubleday, 1992). He
has written numerous essays for The New York Times, The Washing-
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CONNECTED FOREVER

THE WORLD OF CINEMA
IS A VOLCANO.
GIVING US EXPLOSIONS
OF LIGHT AND EMOTION,
WITH EXTRAORDINARY
IMAGES AND MEMORABLE
PERFORMANCES
a sculpture by Lello Esposito
Jack Valenti
and Pascal Vicedomini (1995)

Lina Wertmuller
and Al Pacino (1995)

Honoring

AL PACINO

The Oscar-winning actor
is pleased to accept the L.A.
Italia Legend Award commemorating
a man who has greatly influenced
the history of Hollywood
ne of the greatest actors in all of film history, Al Pacino established himself during one of film's greatest decades, the
1970s, and has become an enduring and
iconic figure in the world of American
movies. Born on April 25, 1940, in the
Bronx, New York, Pacino's parents
(Salvatore and Rose) divorced when he
was young. His mother moved them into
his grandparents' house. Pacino found
himself often repeating the plots and
voices of characters he had seen in the
movies, one of his favorite activities.
Bored and unmotivated in school, the
young Al Pacino found a haven in
school plays, and his interest soon
blossomed into a full-time career.
Starting on the stage, he went
through a lengthy period of depression and poverty, sometimes
having to borrow bus fare to make
it to auditions. He made it into the
prestigious Actors Studio in 1966,
studying under legendary acting
coach Lee Strasberg, creator of
the Method Approach that
would become the trademark of
many '70s-era actors. After
appearing in a string of plays in
supporting roles, he finally hit
it big with "The Indian Wants
the Bronx", winning an Obie
awardfor the 1966-67
season. That was followed by
a Tony Award for "Does the
Tiger Wear a Necktie?". His
first feature films made
little departure from the
gritty realistic stage
performances that
earned him respect: he
played a junkie in
Panico a Needle Park
(1971) after his film
debut inMe, Natalie
(1969). What came
next would change his
life forever. The role

O

of Michael Corleone in Il Padrino (1972) was one of the
most sought-after of the time: Robert Redford, Warren
Beatty, Jack Nicholson, Ryan O'Neal, Robert De Niro and a
host of others either wanted it or were mentioned for it, but
director Francis Ford Coppola had his heart set on the unknown Italian Pacino for the role, although pretty much everyone else--from the studio to the producers to some of the cast
members--didn't want him. Though Coppola won out through
slick persuasion, Pacino was in constant fear of being fired
during the hellish shoot. Much to his (and Coppola's) relief, the
film was a monster hit that did wonders for everyone's career,
including Pacino's, and earned him his first Academy Award
nomination for Best Supporting Actor.

CINEMA AND THE PERFORMING ARTS
MAKE A STRONG CULTURAL BRIDGE
difficulty, whose effects can be felt
the fields of art and entertainment
everywhere, LA Italia stands
strong, thanks to its modern and
strategic commitment to the
promotion of Italian cinema
throughout the world.
LA Italia represents a unique
opportunity for artists and film
and communication experts from
all over the world to be in
Hollywood during the Academy
Award season. It’s also a chance to
enjoy the latest Italian
productions and see once again
some of the classics by the great
Maestros who have contributed to
the history of cinema.
LA-Italia is, therefore, not just a
meeting point for the jet set, but a
place of cultural and industrial
exchange for our workers and
international players as well.

irection General Cinema of
the Ministry of Cultural
Heritage together with Capri nel
mondo Institute has always
fostered the growth of Los
Angeles-Italia Film Fashion and
Art Fest.
Eight successful and starstudded years have confirmed
Los Angeles-Italia as a cult event
on the international calendar
during the Academy Award
season in Hollywood. This
happening has become ever
more interlaced into the texture
of California society, bringing a
freshness that is uniquely Italian
to the US west coast. It is a
special event that, this year, is
also one of the highlights of the
official program of the Year of
the Italian Culture in America.
Even in this time of financial

D

Nicola Borrelli, director cinema, department of the MInistry of Culture

A WINNING AND UNIFYING FORMULA
At the last Cannes Film Festival, Istituto Luce and ANICA, under the authority
of Minister Lorenzo Ornaghi and in collaboration with the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Development of Tourism and Economy, introduced a program with the goal of promoting the Italian cinema, territory and products.
The Italian festivals – most notably the week-long event in Los Angeles
organized by the tenacious Pascal Vicedomini – move exactly in this direction.
High-profile personalities supporting the “Made in Italy” initiative offer stong
testimonials to our excellence and are well-positioned to forge alliances
when the initiative is transported to Los Angeles.
I believe that this unique formula also has the ability to arouse interest,
pique curiosity and generate job opportunities in our country for many US
directors and producers.
ROBERTO CICUTTO
Managing Director, Istituto Luce Cinecittà

Riccardo Tozzi, President Anica

Paolo Protti, President Agis

Stefono Rulli, president Centro Spermentale di
Cinematografia

CONTINUING TO MAKE HISTORY
SINCE 2006, SEVEN AMAZING YEARS TOGETHER
2006

(February 26-March 4) The
Italian cinema passed the
test at the first L.A. Italia Festival with over
10,000 viewers attending thirty movie
screenings.
Even though our Academy Award nominees
didn’t win - Cristina Comencini, director of
“Don’t Tell”; Gabriella Pescucci, costume
designer for “Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory” and Dario Marinelli, music
composer for “Pride & Prejudice”- the
Capri Nel Mondo Institute took homethe
awareness that “… a solid bridge for a
cultural exchange is being built – since 1995
– between the Island of Capri with its
“Capri, Hollywood” festival and Los
Angeles, California,” as declared by Pascal
Vicedomini, founder and producer of these
two events. Hollywood also witnessed the
debut of festival co-founders Marina
Cicogna, Franco Nero, Lina Wertmuller and
Tony Renis (regarded as the musical ‘soul’
of the group and immediately elected its
“Honorary Chairman”).
For starters, the 2006 L.A. Italia event,
whose official poster of the festival featured
a night shot of the Colosseum, enjoyed the
support of Cim Group Inc (with its principal
Shaul Kuba), the Lazio Region, and Rai
Trade, as well as Mibac (D.G.Cinema).
Among the attractions that mostly engaged
the audience, we recall: 1) Lina
Wertmuller’s film retrospective: The wellknown Italian director was treated to a
Hollywood party in her honor organized by
producer David Codikov, complete with a
welcoming speech by Al Pacino. She was
also invited to lecture a class of students
attending the University Southern
California; 2) A retrospective about the
talented Gabriele Muccino, presenting his
first all-American movie with Will Smith; 3)
Valentino and Gabriella Pescucci’s costume
exhibitions, the first based on nine elegant
party gowns created for Gwyneth Paltrow,
Renée Zellweger, Cate Blanchett, Kate
Beckinsale, Jennifer Garner, Kate Hudson,
Sandra Bullock and Elle MacPherson; the
second on nine costumes created by
Sartoria Tirelli in Rome for Michelle
Pfeiffer, Jessica Lange, Uma Thurman,
Demi Moore, Monica Bellucci, Jacqueline
Bisset, Catherine Deneuve, Robert De Niro
and Johnny Depp; 5) A photo expo on
cinema in the Lazio Region, attended by two
masters of the Italian haute cuisine: chefs
Massimo Riccioli and Anna Dente; 6)
NIAF’s big gala night at the Regent Beverly
Wilshire led by Jack Valenti (then the long-

Mario Monicelli with Francesca Valente and Diego Brasioli

Marco Bellocchio, Danish director Susan Bier, Luigi Lo Cascio and Roberto Bolle

time president of the Motion Picture
Association of America) with two
exceptional guests: Oscar –winning actor
Ernest Borgnine and L.A. Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa.
Actors Raoul Bova, Stefania Rocca, Enrico
Lo Verso and Carlo Carlei stood out among
the official delegation, as did songwriter
Gigi D’Alessio who was touring the West
Coast at that time. Among the illustrious
guests were Oscar recipients Norman
Jewison and Jon Voight (who recently was
the extraordinary protagonist of the RaiLux Vide TV movie dedicated to Pope John
Paul II, a role that won him and producer
Tom Sternberg the L.A. Italia Excellence
Award, designed by Micucci). With them
were Paul Mazursky, Jacqueline Bisset,
Dolph Lundgren, Roxanna Arquette, the
up-and-coming star Gerard Butler, Keith
Carradine and finally, producers Larry
Turman, Lawrence Bender, Steven Paul and
Barry Navidi.
The divine Ms. Sophia Loren made an
appearance at the Silvia Damiani event.

2007

(February 18-24) This was
the year of the big popular
festival breakthrough on the West Coast:
costume designer Milena Canoero was
awarded her third Oscar – for Sofia
Coppola’s “Marie Antoinette”. Sadly no
prize went to makeup magicians Signoretti
and Sodano.
The L.A. Italia event calendar presented a
brilliant retrospective dedicated to

and Maria Grazia Cucinotta with UNICEF
and the World Food Program.
There was also a memorable tribute to
maestro Ennio Morricone, who received
the Academy’s Lifetime Achievement
Award from Clint Eastwood. Not to mention
Italian rocker Vasco Rossi’s surprise
appearance at the special screening of
Stefano Salvati’s video-clip, in which he was
the lead character.
The 2007 edition guests included Raoul
Bova with Federico Moccia, Claudia Gerini
with Federico Zampaglione and, next
to Valeria Golino,

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa

legendary movie master Mario Monicelli,
who was presented with a Lifetime
Achievement Award by General Consul
Diego Brasioli and IIC Director Francesca
Valente, as well as with honors from the
University of Southern California by Dean
Elizabeth Dailey. This was the year of the
collaboration with Shoah Foundation and
Mimmo Calopresti’s documentary, “Volevo
solo vivere”, screened on the opening day of
the festival. The emotionally-charged event
engaged both audiences and the media, who
rushed in to listen to the speech given by
Douglas Greenberg, Executive Director of
USC’s Shoah Foundation Institute for Visual
History and Education. It was also the year
of the charity gala event for the movie
“Invisible Children”, produced by MKFilm

Clint Eastwood
with Maria and Ennio Morricone

Sasha Alexander, Edoardo Ponti and Sofia Loren

Hollywood first-timer Riccardo Scamarcio,
who connected immediately with Jeff
Goldblum. Director Giulio Base, together
with Dolph Lundgren and the Cruz sisters,
Penelope and Monica, introduced his new
movie “L’inchiesta”. Italian-American
screenwriter Bobby Moresco (Academy
Award for “Crash”) debuted as festival
chairman that year, too. At the Chinese
Theatre, and at the Italian Lounge at
Trastevere in Hollywood & Highland Center
(where singer Agostino Penna performed
beautifully), Oscar winner Pietro Scalia,
Carlo Gabriel Nero, Stefano Veneruso,
Martina Stella, Luca Lionello, actors
Matthew Modine, John
Savage, Gina Gershon, film
directors Harold Becker and
Mick Davis, and producers Avi
Lerner and Chiara Tilesi were
there too.
The official image of the 2007
Festival edition was Venice’s
Grand Canal, owing to an explicit
request by the Venice Casino that
supports the event together with
Cinecittà Holding, the Lazio
Region, the Campania Region,
Sangemini and Cafe do Brazil.

Federico Zampaglione, Claudia Gerini,
Chiara and Raoul Bova

2008

(February 17-23) The
festival that year started in
the best possible way: Bernardo Bertolucci
got a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, a
tribute granted by the Hollywood Chamber
of Commerce upon the request of the Capri
Nel Mondo Institute. The Maestro was
unable to attend due to his ailing health but
nevertheless his star was unveiled in front
of the Chinese Theatre.
The classic Italian cinema was represented
by directors Carlo Lizzani and Citto Maselli,
who were given the IIC Lifetime
Achievement award by General Consul
Nicola Faganello, and who – at the Chinese
Theatre – gave an award to an exceptional
guest: Italian-American actor and director
Sylvester Stallone.
Dante Ferretti, however, (with Francesca Lo
Schiavo) was the main attraction as he
received his second Oscar for his design of
Tim Burton’s “Sweeney Todd” sets. The
same thrill was generated when composer
Dario Marianelli basked in his moment of
glory, bringing home the legendary
statuette for scoring Joe Wright’s
“Atonement”. The only one left out was the

Cristina Comenicini and Gaetano Blandini
Norman Jewison

Giovanna Mezzogiorno

Jon Voight
Monica and Penelope Cruz

Daryl Hannah and Valeria Golino

Silvia, Christian and Brando De Sica

third Italian candidate, Andrea Jublin, a
contender in the short film category.
The Italian delegation also included actor
and filmmaker Michele Placido, Lina Sastri,
Raoul Bova, Enrico Lo Verso and
newcomers Valeria Solarino (the Festival
‘godmother’), Federico Moccia, Francesco
Apolloni, Louis Nero, Ilaria Borrelli,
Maurizio Aiello and Antonella Ponziani.
Famous Italian songwriter Ron and the
Bologna-born ‘soulman’ Andrea Mingardi
were highly appreciated for their musical
contributions.
Next to them, a few giants of the US
industry: Oscar winners Steven Zaillian,
Paul Haggis and F. Murray Abraham (who
was involved with Stefano Todini and
Patrizia Pellegrino in a small movie shot in
Umbria). And then Steven Seagal, Keith
Carradine, Treat Williams, Tomas Arana,
Johan Collins, Lindsay Lohan, Sofia Vergara
(still unknown to the mainstream), Romina
Power with her brother Tyrone Jr. and
producers Mark Canton, Jeremy Thomas,
Kevin King and Humberto Gatika.
The official image of the 2008 edition was
the Gulf of Naples projected onto a
number of Hollywood
buildings. The size of
the audience revealed
the growth of the event:
about 13,000 people
attended the Italian Art
Gallery set up at the
Hollywood & Highland
Center. A photographic
exhibition was arranged by
the Experimental Centre of
Cinematography about
Bernardo Bertolucci with the
title “Durante la rivoluzione”

and “La Via del Petrolio” (in collaboration
with Eni) was screened. Much admiration
was generated by the costumes designed by
artist Catia Dottori for Lizzani’s film “Hotel
Meina” and by the haute couture creations
by late designer Egon Von Furstenberg
(presented by his children Alex and Tatiana
and by his ex-wife Diane von Furstenberg,
now a fashion icon). 15,000 viewers visited
the Mann Chinese 6 theatre to watch a
selection of contemporary and classic
movies. Among the other events,
particularly appreciated was the tribute to
Luciano Pavarotti (with the

Milena Canonero

screening of the movie “Yes, Giorgio”), a
few months after the tenor’s death.

2009

(February 15-21) The work
of legendary Vittorio de Sica
was celebrated, with speeches by actordirector Dennis Hopper and Mark and
James Canton at the Mann Chinese 6
Theatre, where they expressed their love for
the Italian cinema “maestro.” De Sica’s son
Christian and grandson Brando proudly
waved the Oscar won by the filmmaker (for
“La Ciociara”), to the audience which
included film director Pupi Avati and his
film-producer brother Antonio, both of
whom received a warm Hollywood
welcome as witnesses of the great
contemporary cinema who have
made their mark on the history of
world entertainment. Pupi Avati was
lauded with a movie retrospective,
the IIC prize, and a tribute at U.S.C.
arranged by young professor Alex Ago
and about 500 students.
2008 was the year of “Gomorra” – the
big hit movie by Matteo Garrone
exposing Naples’ criminal
underworld. “Los Angeles, Italia”
promoted a positive side of the
city with movies shot in the Gulf
that are part of film history and
special guests from its
surroundings. Chief among them
was Massimo Ranieri, a legendary
representative of the Neapolitan
theatre and song who, after
showing his film about Pulcinella,
gave the mask of Lello Esposito as
a gift to Oscar favorite Mickey
Rourke (“The Wrestler”) who had
just attended the Gala at the

Kodak Theatre. With them, director Pappi
Corsicato, musicians Tony Esposito and
songwriter Guido Lembo who, at Jack and
Leslie Kavanaugh’s home, involved Michael
Bublè and Tony Renis in an improvised
concert. Same response for Guido at the
Chinese Theatre where along with anchorwoman Simona Ventura, another star was
singing: Italian-American “Easy Rider”
interpreter, Peter Fonda.
Stylist Rocco Barocco arranged an haute
couture exhibition at the Italian Art Gallery
at Hollywood & Highland Center: twenty
“vintage” costumes told the story of twenty
years of work within an exceptional
background: the photographic exhibition
“La Campania e il Cinema.”
One of the most emotional
moments was the tribute to
legendary producer Franco
Cristaldi (“Cinema
Paradiso”) with his wife
Zeudi Araya and director
Massimo Spano,
accompanied by
Michelangelo. The guests
included Marco
Pontecorvo, Maria Sole
Tognazzi, Adriano
Giannini, Antonio Cupo.
Flautist Andrea
Griminelli and
composer Andrea
Morricone and concert

performer Irene Veneziano
wowed the audience. Other
glittering personalities on
hand were: Malin Akerman,
David Boreanaz, Gina
Gershon, Heather Graham,
Massimo Ranieri and Mickey Rourke
Ioan Gruffudd, John Landis,
Rodrigo Santoro, Christian
Slater, Lesley Ann Warren and anche Micah And when everything seemed to be over, the
Alberti and Rumer Willis, Moran Atias,
lights suddenly came up again to shine on
Darin Brooks, Clare Casey, Erika
the greatest international diva ever to grace
Christensen, Randi Ingerman, Katherine
the Oscars’ red carpet: Neapolitan Sophia
Kelly Lang, Alex Meneses, Brigitte Nielsen,
Loren.
Francisco Quinn, Jonathan Tucker, Nathalia
(February 28-March 6) 2010
Ramos; producers Michael Burns, Mike
Oscar winners Mauro Fiore
Nozik and Philippe Martinez; super agents
(DP) and Michael Giacchino (music
and managers of the ‘biz’ industry Jack
composer); makeup artists Aldo Signoretti
Gilardi, Jason Weinberg, David Guillod,
and Vittorio Sodano, screenwriters
Tracy Brennan.
Armando Iannucci and Alessandro Camon,
composer Marco Beltrami, and sound
engineer Tony Lamberti were the eight
artists at the center of the promotion of
Oscar Night. Next to them, Oscar-winning
director Gabriele Salvatores and actor Fabio
De Luigi attended the world premiere of
their movie “Happy Family”. The event was
highlighted on US television as that two
exceptional ‘godfathers’ were to welcome
their Italian colleagues at the Mann Chinese
6 Theatre: Sylvester Stallone and Samuel L.
Jackson.
Andrea Bocelli 2010 L.A. Italia started under the best of
auspices due to the participation of director
and Rosario
Enzo G. Castellari, underlined – on Sunday
Dawson
February 28th – by the arrival at the Mann
Chinese 6 Theatre of celebrated ItalianAmerican colleague Quentin Tarantino
(nominated for eight Oscars for the movie
“Inglourious Basterds” loosely inspired by
Castellari’s film “Quel maledetto treno
blindato”). And also due to the
acknowledgement of tenor Andrea Bocelli
by the Capri Nel Mondo Institute: a
legendary star on the Hollywood Walk of
Fame was to be awarded on March 2nd. The
event was celebrated the evening before,
with a gala presented – for the first time
ever in the Italian entertainment industry –
at Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, where –

2010

Jeff Goldblum
Chiara and Raoul Bova
Treat Williams

Riccardo Scamarcio

Stefania Rocca and Jacqueline Bisset

Helen Mirren and Taylor Hackford

with 1,000 people attending – Bocelli
received a prize from the hand of the
beautiful actress Rosario Dawson. The
Tuscany-born tenor shared the celebration
with his US producer David Foster, who was
in turn presented with an award by
Salvatores. A similar prize was given to
Warner Bros. marketing chief Sue Kroll.
The godmother for 2010 L.A. Italia was
Sicilian actress Isabella Ragonese. She was
accompanied by Christian De Sica,
Massimo Ghini, young Rosabell Laurenti
Sellers (for the California premiere of “Mi
ricordo di Anna Frank” by Alberto Negrin),
Luca Guadagnino, for the California
premiere of “I Am Love”, Maria Grazia
Cucinotta, Marco Bonini with director
Edoardo Leo, actor Leopoldo Mastelloni,
for a special tribute to Federico Fellini. And
among the other celebrities we saw Oscar
winner Forest Whitaker, the godfather of
the opening day, Oscar winner Helen
Mirren and director Taylor Hackford, to
express their regard for Franco Nero. Other
guests were: Gedeon Burkhard, Sofia Milos,
Luis Prieto, Moran Atias, Andrea Osvart,
Eugenya Chernishova, Francisco Queen,

Pupi Avati and Dante Spinotti

producer Harvey Weinstein, the undisputed
King of Hollywood during the Award
Season.

2011

(February 20-26) A tribute to
legendary producer Dino De
Laurentiis opened the event with remarks
by his wife Martha and his daughter Dina
and a documentary by journalist Tonino
Pinto. The audience also included ItalianAmerican actor Joe Mantegna (awarded
with L.A. Italia’s Excellence Award), his
colleague Tony Musante (awarded by
Cinecittà Luce) and great director Marco
Bellocchio who was the protagonist of all the
festival events taking place at the Chinese
Theatre, the University of Southern
California and IIC where he was awarded
the Lifetime Achievement Award.
Among the other festival stars: the étoile
Roberto Bolle who became the symbol of
this year’s festival, as well as actors Kim
Rossi Stuart and Luigi Lo Cascio with their
film retrospectives. Jazz piano player
Stefano Bollani wowed the audience with
his Hollywood debut.
The all-Italian happening in Hollywood, on
the eve of Oscar night, introduced costume
designer Antonella Cannarozzi, nominated
for the film “I Am Love” by Guadagnino, as
well as Italian-US actress Melissa Leo (born
in Salerno) who won a

Best Actress Academy Award for “The
Fighter”.
The event celebrated 150 years of Italian
unification with a number of movies by
Pietro Germi, Florestano Vancini, the
Taviani Brothers and Luigi Magni, aiming to
shape and strengthen the national
awareness; along with the arthouse movies,
a number of Italian successful
contemporary comedies were presented:
from Checco Zalone’s “Che bella giornata”
to Luca Miniero’s “Benvenuti al Sud” with
the duo Bisio-Stani; from Fausto Brizzi’s
“Maschi contro femmine” and “Femmine
contro maschi” to Luca Lucini’s “La donna
della mia vita”.
Organized in collaboration with CIM Group,
Eni, Rai, Alitalia, the patronage of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, of the Direction
General Cinema of the Ministry of the
Cultural Heritage and Activity, with support
from the Italian Embassy in USA and in
cooperation with NIAF – National Italia
American Foundation, the General
Consulate of Italy, the Institute for the
Foreign Commerce and the Los Angeles
Italian Institute of Culture, Cinecittà
Studios, Cinecittà Luce, the Experimental
Centre of Cinematography, the Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce, Italian
Independent Productions and the
University of
Southern California
(USC), 2011 L.A.
Italia was once again
presided over by
Bobby Moresco and
paid tribute to
legendary master
Mario Monicelli
(screening one of
his masterpieces,
“I soliti ignoti”

Corky Hale, Peppino di Capri, Mike Stoller and Elisabetta Canalis

(“Big Deal on Madonna Street”, a movie
that inspired US filmmakers) and to set
designer Dante Ferretti with Gianfranco
Giagni’s docu-film presented in Venice.
Among the most significant moments,
there was a tribute to the victims of the
earthquake of L’Aquila (2009) with a

Joan Collins and Percy Gibson

Rossana and Andrea Griminelli

Vasco Rossi and Stefano Salvati

special screening of a documentary
entitled “Un anno dopo – Memory
Hunters” made by the students of Aquila’s
Academy of Image Arts and Sciences and
presented in Venice in 2010. The beautiful
and scarred Abruzzi town was the symbol of
the official poster of 2011 Los Angeles Italia,
in order to raise awareness and to
remember those who suffer and are unable
to fulfill their artistic dreams as they are
busy coping with the difficulties of their
everyday lives. 2011 Los Angeles, Italia
2011 was promoted by the Capri Nel Mondo
Institute.
Among the most appreciated guests of the
entire week were Danish filmmaker Susan
Bier (later an Oscar recipient), Joel
Schumacher (holding court during a lunch
at Tod’s on Rodeo Drive), Sofia Vergara
(now a real star), Harold Becker, Luck
Evans, Mark Canton, Malin Akerman,
Robert Davi, Elsa Pataki, Paul Weller,
Nastassja Kinski, Jacqueline Bisset, John
Savage, Fisher Stevens. And many other
Italians attended, such as artists residing in
California: Pietro Scalia, Dante Spinotti,
Gabriella Cristiani, Gisella Marengo. The
event closed at Silvia Damiani and Tomas
Arana’s mansion.

2012

Los Angeles, Italia’s seventh
edition opened with a tribute
to Dario Argento’s work as a master of
horror cinema, premiering his “Dracula
3D”, that earned him a gala in his honor at
the subsequent Cannes Film Festival.
However, 2012 was also the year of the third
Oscar for Dante Ferretti and Francesca Lo
Schiavo, for Martin Scorsese’s “Hugo”; this
acknowledgement stirred intense emotion
in the two artists, more so than when they
accepted their two previous Academy
Awards.
The President of L.A. Italia 2012 was master
Caterina D'Amico and Isabella Ragonese

Hope Dworaczyc

Michael Bublè and Tony Renis

Adriano Giannini and Simona Ventura

Pupi Avati, with a delegation of young
people including director Paolo Genovese,
performers Carolina Crescentini, Chiara
Francini, actor Dario Castiglio, and the
multi-talented Elisabetta Canalis (recent
host of the Sanremo Song Context)) as
festival godmother.
Among the most memorable moments of
the 7th Los Angeles, Italia Festival, were the
performances of musicians Enzo
Gragnaniello and Piero Gallo at IIC, and at
home with producers Avi Lerner and Heidi
Jo Markel, together with Danny Glover,
Mischa Barton, Nastassja Kinski and John
Savage.
Unforgettable was the tribute to legendary
Peppino Di Capri, which inaugurated a
strong partnership with the Grammy
Museum, and opening the door for a
similar event on a yearly basis. The
musician from Capri received a special
award bestowed upon him by the great Mike
Stoller, the celebrated composer for Elvis
Presley.
Among the most welcomed guests of the
festival were directors Joel Schumacher and
Kenny Ortega, as well as actors Joe
Mantegna and Joan Collins.

WELCOME TO THE

HOME OF SHOW BUSINESS
LERON GUBLER
President Hollywood Chamber of Commerce

n behalf of the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, it
is a pleasure to send a note of congratulations to all
those associated with the Los Angeles, Italia Film
Festival on February 17-23 at the historic TCL Chinese
Theatres. What a great opportunity to celebrate Italian
cinema and culture.
Americans have always had a love affair with Italy.
Whether it is Italy’s wonderful cuisine, incredible
landscapes, culture, history or film, we love it. Here in
Los Angeles, we have a special affinity for Italy.
Numerous people of Italian descent settled here, in places
such as San Pedro, where they became a mainstay of the
fishing fleet. Many prominent local citizens proudly
display their Italian heritage, such as former L.A. Dodger
coach Tommy Lasorda. Hollywood is the home of the
Feast of San Gennaro festival, which just celebrated its
8th annual festival this past fall. The event, sponsored by
television personality Jimmy Kimmel (who is of Italian
descent), attracts thousands of people to enjoy Italian
food, music and culture.
When it comes to film, many of us remember the old
“Spaghetti Westerns” of the 1960s. However, Italy has
played an important role in motion pictures far beyond
those movies. Who could forget Roberto Benigni being
honored at the Academy Awards with three Oscars for his
movie Life is Beautiful (La vita è bella)?
Let me also take the opportunity to congratulate festival
director Pascal Vicedomini. I had the opportunity to
attend the 12th annual Capri, Hollywood – the
International Film Festival a few years ago, which he
also produces. I was very impressed with what he has
accomplished in building such
a high-caliber
festival in such a
short time. We look
forward to the
continued growth of
all of the Italia Film
Festivals under his
leadership.
Best wishes for a
successful and
enjoyable festival!
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Jack Black, Susan Sarandon, Tim Robbins and Leron Gubler

Gianni Minervini, Leron Gubler and Graziella De Nardo
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HAPPINESS
FROM THE HEART OF HOLLYWOOD
SHAUL KUBA
Principal, CIM Group

Dear Friends,
It is with great pleasure that we welcome the 2013 Los Angeles Italia Festival
to Hollywood & Highland Center. On
behalf of CIM Group, I wish to welcome
the filmmakers and attendees who will
once again celebrate the excellence in
Italian cinema in the center of Hollywood!
We wish to salute our dear friend Pascal
Vicedomini, the Founder and Executive
Director of Capri in the World Institute.
He is the guiding force whose vision
brings the best in Italian cultureto the
people of Los Angeles.
We know that you will enjoy all that the
festival offers and your time at Hollywood & Highland Center!
Sincerely.
Shaul Kuba

Annat and Shaul Kuba

GINO STRADA'S
"EMERGENCY"
GETS TO CALIFORNIA

B C B G Û B E B E Û C A R M E N S T E F F E N S Û F O R E V E R X X I Û F OS SIL
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Kief Davidson

T H E AT R E

S W E E T Û L’OCCI TA N E

Open Heart” by Kief Davidson has been nominated for
an Academy Award "best documentary short subject"

Hollywood Blvd & Highland Ave

TARANTINO STATED: “DJANGO FOREVER”
The Italian-American
director’s masterpiece
brings new energy
to the “Spaghetti-Western”
genre, honoring
Franco Nero
and immortalizing
Christoph Waltz

IN THE NAME
OF CORBUCCI
Samuel L. Jackson, Christoph Waltz, Kerry Washington, Franco Nero, Jamie Foxx
and Quentin Tarantino

Sergio Corbucci's cinema has a new life thanks to Quentin
Tarantino’s blockbuster film, “Django Unchained”

Martha and Dino De Laurentiis

FRANCO NERO
CHRISTOPH WALTZ

Christoph Waltz, an Academy Award-winning Austrian-German actor of international
acclaim, is best known for his works with American film-maker Quentin Tarantino in
Inglourious Basterds and Django Unchained. After studying acting at the Max Reinhardt Seminar in Vienna and the Lee Strasberg Theatre and Film Institute in New York, he began his career on the stage, performing at venues such as Zurich's Schauspielhaus Zürich,
Vienna's Burgtheater, and the Salzburg Festival, eventually
becoming a prolific television actor. In 1990, he played the
role of Dr. Hans-Joachim Dorfmann in the English-language
TV series Gravy Train, a story of intrigue and misdeeds set in
the offices of the European Union in Brussels.
In 2000, Waltz made his directorial debut, with the Germanlanguage television production Wenn man sich traut. His
career blossomed in the ensuing years and his global presence grew when he received acclaim for his portrayal of SS-Standartenführer Hans Landa in the 2009 film Inglourious Basterds,
for which he won the Best Actor Award at the Cannes Film
Festival and the BAFTA, Golden Globe, Screen Actors Guild
Award and an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor in
2010. In 2012 Walltz played bounty hunter Dr. King Schultz,
opposite Jamie Foxx, in Django Unchained for which he received the 2013 Golden Globe Award, a BAFTA and an Oscar nomination for Best Supporting Actor.

Italian actor Franco Nero, born 1941, once was a painter/photographer, but was soon discovered as an actor by director John Huston who chose him for the role of Abel in "The Bible” (1966). But his real success came when he landed the role of the lonely gunfighter,
dragging a coffin in one of the best Spaghetti Westerns: Sergio Corbucci's “ Django” (1966).
Nero then filmed a few other westerns, interpreting Ferdinando Baldi's "Texas, addio” (1966)
and " Lucio Fulci's "Le colt cantarono la morte e fu... tempo di massacro” (1966), furthering his career by filming in all genres of the
cinema and TV. In the late 60s and during the 70s, Nero played many
different roles, but most of them connected with the political and
criminal genres critical of Italian judicial system, such as Damiano Damiani’s “Il giorno della
civetta,” Carlo Lizzani’s “Mussolini ultimo atto,” Marco Bellocchio’s “Marcia Trionfale,” and
Claude Chaborlì’s “Profezia di un delitto.”
In the 80s Nero was chosen by German director Fassbinder for a role in “Querelle de Brest”
and by Franco Zeffirelli for “Il giovane Toscanini” (1988). In 1990 he gave life to a terrorist
opposite Bruce Willis in “Die Hard 2” (1990), and in 1992 he starred in Pupi Avati’s “Fratelli e
sorelle.”
In 2006, Nero directed his first movie, entitled “Forever Blues,” co-written with his long-time
collaborator Lorenzo De Luca.
In 2010 he played alongside his life partner Vanessa Redgrave in “Letters to Juliet” for
director Gary Winick. His popularity was recently revitalized by his cameo role in Quentin
Tarantino’s “Django Unchained” (2012).
During his long and brilliant career he worked with the top European directors in over 150
films, incarnating characters of more than 25 different nationalities, including a Russian, an
American, an Egyptian and Israeli. At the beginning of the 80s, he also began producing,
writing and directing. In 2011 he was inducted into the Italian Walk of Fame in Toronto,
Canada.

to maestro

A TRIBUTE

SERGIO
LEONE
ergio Leone was the son of the cinema
pioneer, Vincenzo Leone, and the actress,
Francesca Bertini. He was born in Rome on
January 3, 1929.
He began working in Italian cinematography
as an assistant to Vittorio de Sica during the
1948 film “The Bicycle Thief.” He began writing screenplays in the 1950s for the 'sword
and sandal' historical epics that were popular at the time, before working as an assistant
director on “Quo Vadis” (1951) and “Ben Hur”
(1955). He made his solo directorial debut
with “The Colossus of Rhodes” in 1961.
Leone created some of the most memorable
films of the Spaghetti Western genre and
overblown Cinemascope excesses that catapulted the relatively unknown Clint Eastwood
to stardom.
“The Good, the Bad and the Ugly,” made in
1966, stars Clint Eastwood as "the Good," Lee
van Cleef as "the Bad", and Eli Wallach as "the
Ugly." The film - perhaps best known for its
sparse soundtrack by Ennio Morricone - is often considered to be part of a trilogy with Leone's earlier films, “A Fistful of Dollars” (1964)
and “For a Few Dollars More” (1965).
Based on these successes, in 1967 he was in-
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vited to America to direct what
he hoped would be his masterpiece, “Once Upon a Time in
the West” for Paramount. Filmed mostly in Spain and Italy,
and briefly in Monument Valley,
Utah, and starring Henry Fonda,
Charles Bronson, and Claudia
Cardinale, it emerged as a long,
violent, dreamlike meditation
upon the mythology of the American West. The film was a huge hit
in Europe and highly praised
among film scholars in the US.
After 'A Fistful of Dynamite' starring James Coburn, in 1971, Leone
directed “Duck, You Sucker” with Rod
Steiger, winning the David di Donatello for
Best Director. He later went on to tackle
another epic work, this time centered on
American gangsters, 1984's “Once Upon
A Time In America,” which won him a
Nastro d’Argento for Best Direction.
In 1989 at the age of 60, Leone died suddenly of a heart attack. He was in the planning stages of another epic, this time about
the Siege of Leningrad in World War II.

ROBERT DE NIRO
21 YEARS LATER ON THE OSCAR TRAIL
Robert De Niro, who is thought of as one of the greatest actors of his time, was born in New York City in 1943 to two artists. He was trained at the
Stella Adler Conservatory and the American Workshop. He first gained fame for his role in Batte il tamburo lentamente (1973), but he gained his reputation
as a volatile actor in Mean Streets (1973), which was
his first film with director Martin Scorsese. In 1974
De Niro received an Academy Award for best supporting actor for his role in Il Padrino - Parte II (1974)
and received Academy Award nominations for best
actor in Taxi Driver (1976), Il cacciatore (1978),
and Cape Fear - Il promontorio della paura (1991). He won the best actor award in 1980
for Toro scatenato (1980). De Niro currently
heads his own production company, Tribeca
Film Center, and made his directorial debut in
1993 with Bronx (1993).

THE MASTERPIECE

ONCE UPON
A TIME IN AMERICA
Sergio Leone's final film tells the epic
tale of a small group of friends from the
New York City Jewish ghetto who rise to
prominence in the world of organized
crime. Told out of sequence and in flashbacks, the story follows David "Noodles"
Aaronson (Robert De Niro) and his gang,
from their humble beginnings working
for Bugsy, a small-time local criminal, to
their joining forces with Max Bercovicz
(James Woods), becoming involved in
everything from bootlegging to bank
robbery and murder. In a pivotal moment, Noodles kills a police officer who
tries to intervene in an attack by the
vengeful Bugsy, and is sent to prison,
with Max left running things while he is
incarcerated. The film culminates in
Noodles' return to New York in the late
60’s from his self-imposed exile, whereupon he learns the truth about the fate
of his friends and finally attempts to put
to rest the nightmare of his past.

SPREADING

ITALIAN
CULTURE
WORLDWIDE
nce again, this year Eni is to be a
Special Partner of the 8th “Los
Angeles Film, Fashion and Art Fest” to be
held at the Chinese 6 Theatre in
Hollywood. The event aims to promote
contemporary Italian and international
cinema, along with selected features of
the cultural, crafts and fashion
industries.
A remastered version of the special
documentary trilogy “Africa, birth of a
continent", from the Eni historical film
archive, will be screened during the
event. The three films, directed by
Gilbert Bovay in 1968, are entitled: "The
legacy of the past", "The bitter fruits of
freedom" and "History of an
experiment."
The first part of the trilogy examines the
political situation, in the 1960s, in a
number of large African countries
following independence. From Nigeria to
Ghana, from Zambia to Kenya, the film
charts Africa’s attempt to regain its voice
and build its own path to democracy.
However, the desire for independence
and sincere aspiration for freedom, soon
end up restoring those oligarchic
powers which are economically tied to the
"legacy of the past." A prime example
of this is given in the
detailed examination of
the Biafran conflict
between Igbo and Hausa
ethnic groups.
The second episode of the
investigation deals with
three countries, Ghana,
Guinea and Tanzania,
which have chosen the
socialist route, either
during independence or
following it. It is these
countries that point the
finger at the European
colonial states, whose
constitutional and political
models they have also
rejected. For Sekou Toure,
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President of Guinea, and Julius Nyerere,
Tanzanian Head of State, the Cuban and
Chinese models, respectively, are more
valid. The politicians interviewed in the
film explain the reasons for their
decisions and their issues.
Having focused on a number of socialist
experiments in the second film, the third
episode examines two countries, the
Ivory Coast and Senegal. In the first, the
liberal regime of President Houphouet
Boigny – which has enabled the country
to double its per capita income and
acquire an industrial structure - has
triumphed. This is despite the fact that
the country's economy continues to be
controlled by the white population and
notwithstanding the failed attempt to
create an African entrepreneurial class.
In Senegal, the political outlook is that
which President Leopold Sedar Senghor
described in an interview as African
'humanistic' socialism, able to combine
independence, economic growth and
individual well-being.
Eni's involvement in cinema dates back
to the company's origins, when Enrico
Mattei decided to establish a film office.
Today, the

Gian Maria Volontè the lead actor in the movie "The Mattei Affair"

eni.com
historical archive contains over 2000
mostly unreleased films and a total of
5000 audiovisual units, produced by
some of the most prestigious names in
the world of cinema, such as Bernardo
Bertolucci, Gillo Pontecorvo and
Alessandro Blasetti.
With regard to the film and
entertainment sector, Eni is also
committed to restoring, cataloguing and
promoting its cultural heritage, ensuring
its preservation over time and its
dissemination to the public. An excellent
example of this commitment is the
restoration of the documentary "La via
del petrolio", produced at the request of
Eni in 1967 by Bernardo Bertolucci, when
he was in his early twenties.
Eni supports numerous other film
initiatives, such as the African, Asian and
Latin American Film Festival, which
takes place every year in Milan. This is an
important event for lovers of films from
the southern hemisphere, and is the only
festival in Italy entirely dedicated to
promoting the cinema, current affairs
and cultures of Africa, Asia and Latin
America.

The legendary director Francesco Rosi

MEET THE PLACIDOS
MICHELE

THE FOREMOST CONTEMPORARY ITALIAN
ACTOR WHO ALSO LOVES TO DIRECT

ichele Placido was born in 1946. After moving to Rome from the south of Italy, he entered
the Police Corps, a background that had a significant influence on his filmmaking
career. He soon discovered his passion for acting and after attending the Accademia
Nazionale d’Arte Drammatica, he debuted in the theatre in 1970 with director Luca
Ronconi in “Orlando Furioso.” After a brief foray into television he launched his
brilliant film career with Mario Monicelli’s “Romanzo Popolare” alongside Ugo
Tognazzi and Ornella Muti, and then with Laura Antonelli in “Mio Dio, come sono
caduta in basso” by Luigi Comencini; two years later he worked with Marco
Bellocchio in “Marcia Trionfale.”
He proved his talent in Damiano Damianoi’s “Un uomo in ginocchio” (1979) and in
Francesco Rosi’s “Tre fratelli” (1981).
His popularity increased consistently in 1983, thanks to the role of Police Chief
Corrado Cattani, a fictional character he portrayed for four seasons in the TV
series “La Piovra,” directed by Damiano Damiani. A new catalyst for his fame
came in 1989 with Marco Risi’s “Mery per sempre.” He next portrayed
real-life magistrate Giovanni Falcone, who was killed by the mafia, in
the film by Giuseppe Ferrara about the Capaci massacre.
In the ‘90s he was the protagonist of Gianni Amelio’s
“Lamerica” (1994), Pozzessere’s “Padre e figlio” (1994),
Gabriele Lavia’s “La lupa” (1996), Maurizio Zaccaro’s
“Un uomo perbene” and Cristina Comencini’s
“Liberate i pesci”, both shot in 1999.
Among his more recent film acting credits are “
“L’odore del sangue” (2004) by Mario
Martone, “Arrivederci amore, ciao” by Michele
Soavi, “Le rose del deserto” by Mario
Monicelli, “La sconosciuta” by Giuseppe
Tornatore and “Il caimano” by Nanni
Moretti (2006), “Piano, solo” by Riccardo Milani, “2061 - Un anno
eccezionale” by Carlo Vanzina and “SoloMetro” by Marco
Cucurnia (2007), “Il sangue dei vinti” by Soavi (2008), “Baarìa” by
Tornatore (2009), “Genitori & figli - Agitare bene prima
dell'uso” (2010) and “Manuale d'amore 3” (2011), both directed
by Giovanni Veronesi.
In 1990 he presented his first film as a director at the Cannes Film
Festival: “Pummarò”, about the exploitation of immigrants from
outside the UE. Other films he directed are: “Le amiche del cuore”
(1992,) “Un eroe borghese” (1995,) “Del perduto
amore” (1998,) “Un viaggio chiamato amore” (2002), “Ovunque
sei” (2004), “Romanzo criminale” (2005), the story of the
notorious “Magliana gang” based on the novel of the same name
by Giancarlo De Cataldo; the film was a huge hit in Italy and was
also well received at the 2006 Berlin Film Festival.
His 2009 movie “Il grande sogno” (2009), about the student riots
in 1968 and partially inspired by his own life, was presented at the
Venice Film Festival; later he directed “Vallanzasca - Gli angeli del
male” (2010), about the bandit Renato Vallanzasca.
In 2008 he received the Premio Città dei Cavalieri di Malta and
in 2009 the Federico Fellini 8 1/2 award for artistic excellence
at Bari’s Bif&st. In 2011 he was awarded a Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Foggia Film Festival.
His latest effort is “Le guetteur” (“The Lookout”), a cop movie
entirely set in Paris and interpreted by Daniel Auteuil, Fanny
Ardant, Luca Argentero, Violante Placido and Mathieu Kassovitz.
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THE LOOKOUT
Captain mattei (daniel auteuil) is on the brink of arresting a notorious
gang of bank robbers when rooftop sniper (mathieu kassovitz) shoots
at a unit of cops to allow his accomplices to escape. one of the gang is
seriously wounded, which forces them to change their plans. hiding out
with a corrupt doctor (olivier gourmet), they have to postpone sharing
the spoils. as captain mattei
organizes a major manhunt, the
gang starts their descent into
hell...

VIOLANTE
A LIFE THAT SPANS CINEMA AND MUSIC
Violante Placido is an Italian actress and singer. Born in Rome, she is the
daughter of actor-director Michele Placido and actress Simonetta Stefanelli.
Her film debut was alongside her father in Quattro bravi ragazzi, and later took
part in Jack Frusciante è uscito dal gruppo. Her first important role was in
L'anima gemella, directed by Sergio Rubini.
Placido's other movies include Ora o mai più, by
Lucio Pellegrini, Che ne sarà di noi, by Giovanni
Veronesi, andOvunque sei, directed by her father.
In 2006, she starred in Pupi Avati's comedy La
cena per farli conoscere, released in 2007. In
March 2009, she played a role in the Hindi
movie Barah Aana. In 2010, she appeared
alongsideGeorge Clooney in the drama-thriller
The American.
Placido played Nadya in the 2012 film Ghost
Rider: Spirit of Vengeance, a sequel to the 2007
film Ghost Rider, both based on the Marvel
Comics character of the same name
In 2006, Placido released, under the name
Viola, her first album as a singer, Don't Be
Shy..., including 10 tracks (most of which are in
English) written by herself. Viola sings in the
style of singer-songwriter Suzanne Vega. The
second single is "How to save your life". Subsequently she collaborated with the italian
singerBugo in the remake duet version of his
song "Amore mio infinito".

Violante Placido and Heather Graham

Violante Placido
with Tridie Styler and with George Clooney

A SIMPLE IDEA
BECOMES SERIOUS
RICK NICITA
Chairman, L.A. Italia 2013

t is my great honor to be the Chairman of
this year's Los Angeles, Italia Film, Fashion
and Music Festival. As an Italian-American
on both sides of my family whose grandparents came from Sicily and Calabria, I have
always taken great pride and pleasure in all
things Italian – the culture, the food, the wine, the beautiful countryside, the vibrancy
of the people, its impact on human history,
the language -- so many factors that have
made it a go-to destination for all those who
have not been there and a home-away-fromhome to those who have spent any time there at all.
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However, this week we celebrate the arts of
Italy – the movies, the music, the fashion. It
can be argued that no country on Earth is revered more for its excellence in the arts than
Italy, past and present. My personal history
is with the movies, as I have been in the movie business all my professional life. My inspiration for my life's work came to a large extent from sitting enraptured in the movie
theatre as I watched the films of the Italian
masters such as Fellini, De Sica and Visconti. As my career in the movie business grew
from audience member to participant, I had
the chance to interact with titans such as Dino de Laurentiis and ultimately to represent
such icons as Francis Coppola and Al Pacino,
for which I am forever grateful. Each of them,
as well as many others, strengthened my ancestral connection to Italy and taught me
about the Italian personality and what makes
the Italian people

Avi Lerner

Nicolas Chartier

Paula Wagner and Rick Nicita

so unique and blessed.
Our rapidly changing world has
made it more difficult to hold on
to the "old ways". Human nature makes us constantly look to
the future and we throw off our
old skin in order to change into
our newest incarnation. However, while
technology changes the form, the content
must remain the same. The arts must show
humanity, with all its passions, its beauty and
its imperfections. The very essence of Italian culture and art is the qualities that make us human, and that is what the Italian cinema is all about. The movies of the masters
all the way through to contemporaries like
Tarantino have the same virtues in common;
namely, that they are about human beings,
and human beings don't change. Movies let
us preserve broad history and personal behavior and emotion at the
same moments. We get to
experience them whenever we want, through the
sharpness of digital projection as well as the haze
of memory and dreams.

Marina Cicogna and Diane Von Furstenberg

vely with the movies. The purpose of the Los
Angeles, Italia Film, Fashion and Music Festival is to celebrate, to remember and, at the
same time, to inspire and move the Italian artistic community
forward in concert with their American countrymen. I have learned that everyone all
over the world has times when they feel that
they are Italian, or wish they were. This week,
we are all Italian.

Music and fashion
maintain this continuum with the past and
present equally effecti-

Sue Kroll and Graham King

There are many people
to thank for their time,
effort and resources in
putting this event together, particularly Pascal
Vicedomini and Igninio
Straffi. Please join me in
welcoming our Italian artists and executives to our
city for a wonderful week
together.

A COMMITMENT TO

PROMOTE EXCELLENCE
MARK CANTON
Honorary chair, L.A. Italia

am privileged to welcome you to the eighth
annual edition of the Los Angeles, Italia
Film, Fashion and Art Fest, this year in my
role as its Honorary Chairman. It is also my
honor to be working with the festival’s chairman, my long-time friend and colleague
Rick Nicita, its president Martha DeLaurentiis and my close friend and colleague, the
festival’s amazing founder and producer Pascal Vicedomini.
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I can assure you that this year’s festival will
be the best-ever, with a truly amazing week
of outstanding Italian films, music and fashion for all of Los Angeles to experience and
enjoy, right here in the heart of Hollywood. This could not be possible without the
leadership of Pascal and the Istituto Capri nel
mondo and the support of the festival’s
sponsors that include CIM Group, the Rainbow Group, Chinese Theaters LLC, the
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Cinema
Department of the Italian Ministry of Culture, Eni, Cinecittà Studios, the Italian Consulate, the Italian Trade Commission, and
the Italian Institute of Culture in Los Angeles amongst others.
As the week unfolds, Los Angeles, Italia will
present a broad look at the films, music and
fashion of Italy, including a special screening
of the upcoming animated feature Guardians
of Rome 3D from director Iginio Straffi, retrospectives of films from the celebrated Italian filmmaker Michele Placido, a tribute to
the famous “spaghetti western” movie heroes, and a special event at the Grammy Museum honoring the talented Italian music
icon Zucchero. We will also award the inaugural Jack Valenti – LA, Italia Excellence

Dorothy and Mark Canton

Ron Burkle and Ryan Kavanaugh

Award to Al Pacino in memory of the late,
longtime head of the MPAA. We thank his family for allowing us to bestow this honor annually to a deserving Italian-American in
the motion picture industry.
This festival, which comes on the eve of the
85th Academy Awards®, celebrates the unique artistic connection between Italy and
the United States and marks the beginning
of another exciting new year for Hollywood.
A year which will hopefully see the continuation of a most impressive spurt in the
global box office, along with the growth of
new technologies that will enhance both the
production, delivery and presentation of
theatrical motion pictures. And a year which
will motivate movie-goers to leave their ho-

Spercial Thanks to miss Leslie Kavanaugh and miss Melissa Leo

Rob Friedman, Kristen Stewart, Patrick
Wachsberger and Erik Feig

Giuseppe e Lupita Pedersoli

mes and go to movie theatres in record numbers to see films that entertain, inform and
impact the complex world that we work and
live in. As filmmakers and entertainers we
can allow nothing to stand in the way of what
audiences expect and demand, in any language or format, which are good stories welltold in a visually exciting and an emotionally
stirring way.
So let's lift a glass or two of tasty Italian vino
and toast the talented filmmakers, craftspeople and performing artists from Los Angeles and Italy who have come together to
celebrate the love of a great industry that we,
and they share together.

Buona fortuna,

IGINIO STRAFFI
Thanks to his genius,
the man became a global phenomenon
ainbow was founded in 1995 in
Loreto, a town on the Adriatic Coast,
surrounded by beautiful hills, in Italy, it
became in just few years well known all
over the world.
Rainbow produces, distributes and owns
entertainment IPs and its marketing
efforts are concentrated to create
international brands out of these
contents.
Rainbow today represents one of the
biggest and “all – inclusive “
Entertainment Companies in Europe
with two large studios in Loreto and
Rome specialized in television and movie
productions and the only company in
Italy able to manage internally every step
of the production process, from the preproduction to the post- production and
CGI visual effects to the ﬁnal editing
process.
On the distribution side, Rainbow has
also proven to be able to set trends in the
licensing business ranking at the 11°
place on the list among the most
important licensing companies in the
world, behind Walt Disney, WB, Mattel,
Marvel etc. for a total turnover of
products branded with Rainbow
properties boasting at retail level US$ 2.8
billion per year.
Rainbow has built important
relationships with prestigious national
and international partners such as
Nickelodeon, Rai, ZDF, Disney Channel,
for production and distribution of our
famous TV series: from Winx Club, to
Huntik - Seekers & Secrets, Tommy &
Oscar and Monster Allergy, PopPixie,
Maya Foxand Mia and Me.
Rainbow’s greatest hits is the TvSeries
Winx Club, one of the most important
animation and licensing phenomenon. A
series successfully aired in over 130
countries.
Rainbow is amongst the world’s biggest
animation Studios oppure mettere qui
worldwide, with over 300 direct full time
employees and a wide network of freelancers that operates within the holding
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THE STRENGTH
OF ANIMATION
ginio Straffi was born and raised in Italy and today is the
Founder and President of Rainbow Group, one of the leader
animation studio in Europe, mostly known for its world famous hit
“ Winx Club” Series.
He started his professional career as comic strip artist during
University, his works were published on national and
international comics like Lancio Story,
Comic Art and Heavy Metal. Soon his talent
was spotted by the famous Editor “ Sergio
Bonelli Editore” in Milan who offered
him to work for the well-known series “
Nick Raider “. Later he was called from
global TV and Cinema Industries and he
accepted the challenge to work on very
interesting projects for international
animation studios.
In 1995 Iginio Straffi moved back to
Italy, where in his native region, Le
Marche, he established a small
animation studio called Rainbow.
The first project was the production
and distribution of an interactive and
educational CD-ROM, “Tommy and
Oscar – The Phantom of the Opera”.
It was an immediate success!
Translated in 25 languages and
distributed in 56 countries the Cd
received important recognitions,
the “Children Software Review” (USA) as best
interactive program and the “New Media Prize” for the best
software and also the “Best CD-ROM” during the Avanca Festival
’97.
Moreover beside working on his creations, Iginio Straffi put his
creativity at the service of other authors directing and producing
Monster Allergy and Prezzy.
In just over 10 years Rainbow became a Group including 10
companies covering a wide range of

I

products , from animated series to movies , magazines, on line
games, toys.
His most successful creation, Winx Club, was released in 2004 and
became a worldwide success, now broadcasted in over 150
countries, reaching the top with the CGI movies , Winx “The Secret
of the Lost Kingdom” (2007) and “ The Magic Adventure” in 3D
(2010 ).
Today Winx Club is
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which includes: Rainbow
CGIbased in Rome, specialized in
the production of movies, visual
effects and 3D animation; Rainbow
Entertainment (fiction and live
action for TV) is also in Rome;
Rainbow New Media in Singapore
(websites, on-line games, MMO
games); Tridimensional in Loreto one
of the leading publishing house for
children, Witty Toys based in
Amsterdam and Hong Kong for
production of fashion dolls and other
toys.
In June 2011 Rainbow opened its first
Theme Park – Rainbow MagicLand, a
magnificient amusement park just 30
minutes away from Rome city centre.
Over 600.000sqm of fun and
amusement, to entertain families and

GLADIATORS OF RO

Iginio Straffi,
Belen Rodriguezand Luca Argentero

Teen agers.
In January 2011 VIACOM bought a 30%
minority stake in Rainbow group to create
new synergies in the entertaining
industry, thanks to Rainbow’s creative
skills spread over innovative and quality
contents, into various media sectors.

the
most known brand in
Europe among the girls, boasts 5 TV Series
released and the sixth which is a work in progress and is the #1
Show in many countries with over 2 billions licensed products sold
and the merchandising distributed from over 350 companies.
But Winx is only one of the many successes Rainbow is cranking
out. Two more TV Series, Huntik that gained the prize as best TV
Series during Mipcom 2008 and the newest PopPixie which is
already a hit.
Following his passion for the
Cinema and rewarded from
the success of the Winx Movies
, Iginio Straffi takes a new
challenge writing and directing, Gladiators of Rome,
an ambitious colossal in CGI entirely produced in
Italy. Successfully launched the last October 2012 in
Italy, Gladiators of Rome is going to be released in
Russia and many European countries in 2013.
However, being Iginio Straffi a breeding ground of
minds, he couldn’t stop over the TV and Cinema
Industry and decided to invest on Theme Park,
Rainbow MagicLand (based in Rome) with a surface
of 600.000sqm , magic settings and a wide range of
attractions inspired by Rainbow’s most successful
properties.

ME 3D: HISTORY IN
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MY NAME IS

MADALINA
adalina Ghenea is a Romanian actress
and fashion model. She started her
acting career in Italy and rose to fame in
2010.
She was born on August 8
th, 1988 in Slatina, she grew up in a small
farm following her mom around the
villages where she still works as a Vet.
From an early age Madalina was in the
limelight, attending a children TV show in
Romania. For 7 years Madalina took ballet
and piano lessons. She graduated from the
college and she started theater
studies managing to commit also with the
career that would begin.
At the age of 14years old she was discovered
by the italian designer Gattinoni. After that
she participated at many fashion shows,
shootings and commercials worldwide ,
therefore, Madalina is describing herself as
a citizen of the world, caring her life in a
suitcase,always open to embrace any
culture or tradition that makes her today a
fluent speaker of 5 languages.
Commercials around the world, a video
with Eros Ramazzotti, brand Ambassador
for different important companies,like
H3G,phone company together with famous
italian actor Raoul Bova,Famous TV shows
like "Dancing with the Stars".
Stunning, not necessarily by her looks, but
rather by her political career, Madalina
Ghenea is a international activist, joined
the organization "Artists for Peace and
Justice" for Haity "relief.
http://www.vogue.it/en/voguestarscelebsmodels/models-andsupermodels/2012/01/madalinagheneaShe is noted in Romania for
renovating the Maternity of the main
hospital in her hometown.she started her
acting carrer with the main role in an
italian comedy'I soliti idioti' that was a
huge box office in Italy .
The lead role in her second movie 'Razza
Bastarda 'with Alessandro Gassman and
Michele Placido was as she described as a
big chalenge but this role brought her her
first award of her carrer, in the Rome film
festival.
Madalina just finished filming
'Dom Hemingway' in which she had the
lead role together with Jude Law,Demian
Bichir and Richard E.Grant.
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Madalina Ghenea

SOON TO BECOME
A GLOBAL STAR

MARTA

SIMONA

GASTINI

CAPARRINI

orn in Alessandria on October 2, 1989, Marta received a
classical education and debuted as an actress in 2009 in the
RAI 1 television series, “Il bene e il male.” She went on to
appear in a mini-series alongside Terence Hill, “L’uomo che
cavalcava nel buio.”
2009 was a fruitful year for the actress as she also made her
feature film debut in “Io & Marilyn,” directed by Leonardo
Pieraccioni in the role of Martina, daughter of PieraccioniGualtiero Marchesi.
In 2010, Marta traveled to Hollywood to star with Anthony
Hopkins in the New Line Cinema production of “The Rite,”
supernatural horror film directed by Mikael Håfström. Shortly
thereafter she landed a major role as historical character Giulia
Farnese in the international TV series “The Borgias,” helmed
by a number of directors including Oscar nominee Oluver
Hirschbiegel. The shooting of the series’ second season is
currently underway.
Between May and August 2011, she worked on Dario Argento’s
latest movie, “Dracula 3D,” co-starring by Rutger Hauer,
Thomas Kretschmann and Asia Argento, and shot with the
newest stereoscopic technology. Later in 2011, she completed
work on two other films: “La moglie del sarto,” set in 1950s
Italy, starring alongside the well-known actress Maria Grazia
Cucinotta; and the horror film “Evil Things,” Simone
Gandolfo’s directorial debut.

B

imona Caparrini s an Italian actress, born in Florence. She is fluent in English, French
and speaks a fairly good Spanish. Simona, originally from Tuscany, graduated in the
90’s at the Theatre of Genova's Drama Academy, completing a three years' program. After
her degree, she moved to New York City to study acting at the Union Square Theatre with the
american actor George DiCenzo. Simona's film debut was Muro di Gomma (1991), directed
by a famous Italian director, Marco Risi. Two years later, she was chosen by Italian
household name Alberto Sordi, to play Wilma, opposite Alberto Sordi himself, the daughter
of his old girlfriend, in his feature film Nestore l'ultima corsa. In the same year she had a
cameo role in the Oscar-winning film The Postman (1994), playing Elsa Morante opposite
Philippe Noiret directed by Michael Radford; then she played Ursula in the feature film
Banditi (1995), starring Ben Gazzara, directed by Stefano Mignucci. Simona has continued
to work in Italy, France and US, starring in many feature films: Io Amo Andrea (2000),
opposite Francesca Neri, directed by Francesco Nuti; the comedy Nessun messaggio in
segreteria (2005), directed by Luca Miniero and Paolo Genovese, opposite Carlo delle
Piane and Pierfrancesco Favino; the box office hit Immaturi (2010), directed by Paolo
Genovese, opposite Raul Bova; Interno Giorno (2011), directed by Tommaso Rossellini,
opposite Fanny Ardant etc.
Simona Caparrini gained more fame in 2012, in Italy and abroad, when she was chosen by
Woody Allen to play Aunt Joan in his feature film To Rome with Love. In To Rome with Love,
directed by movie legend Woody Allen, Simona plays Aunt Joan, the uptight member of the
roman high society opposite Penelope Cruz. In 2013 will be released the feature film Romeo
and Juliet, directed by Carlo Carlei, where Simona plays a cameo role, as a noble woman
friend of the Capulets. The film has a prestigious cast: Paul Giamatti, Damian Lewis,
Natascha McElhone, Hailee Steinfeld, Douglas Booth, Stellan Skarsgård, Ed Westwick etc.
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TO ROME WITH LOVE

CLAUDIA

ZANELLA
laudia Zanella was born in Florence in 1979. In 2004 she
starred in the short films “Rossocamoso” by Lorenzo
Sportiello and “Cose che si dicono al buio” by Marco Costa. That
same year she appeared in her first feature film entitled
“L’amore ritorna,” directed by Sergio Rubini, followed by a
number of other films: Gabriele Salvatore’s “Quo vadis baby?”
(2005), Massimo Cappelli’s “Il giorno più bello,” Marco
Bellocchio’s Il regista di matrimony” (both in 2006), Giovanni
Veronesi’s “Manuale d’amore 2 – Capitoli successivi” (2007). In
2008 she was one of the protagonists of Daniele Costantini’s
“Amore che vieni, amore che vai”, playing the role of Maritza.
Among her television appearances were the movie “Briciole
(2005), directed by Ilaria Cimino and based on Alessandra
Arachi’s novel about anorexia, and a 2006 episode of the series
“Crimini” entitled “Troppi equivoci”, helmed by Andrea Manni.
In 2008, she had a principal role in the 4-part mini-series
directed by Gianni Lepre: “Fidati di me” with Virna Lisi,
Massimiliano Benvenuto, Helene Nardini, Flavio Montrucchio,
Martina Colombari and Alberto Ross.
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EVIL THINGS
by Simone Gandolfo – 89’
A message, a blog, and four kids taking part in a
pervert game. A torturer, the blog’s master, four
victims, none of them really innocent - it is a trial
live on the internet, where followers
can vote for the life or death of the protagonists.

by Woody Allen – 112’
Various lives intersect in the Eternal City of Rome. The
characters include John a young architect in love with his
girlfriend's best friend, an opera director who finds an
undiscovered
talent in an unexpected place, and
Leopoldo, who
inadvertently
becomes one of
the most famous
people in Rome.

CRAZY FOR ME
by Fausto Brizzi – 94’
Andrea, the only man in a large family consisting only of
women (there are seven: mom, three sisters, grandma and her
nurse – and even the dog is female) has finally met the woman of
his life – Giulia. Since none of his
previous girlfriends have ever
survived the explosive impact of
his intrusive and devastating
family, poor Andrea decides that
the only way to make this relationship work is to lie and pretend
to be an orphan.

SHOWCASING SOME OF THE

SEASON’S MOST ACCLAIMED MOVIES
SEE YOU TOMORROW

MONT REVE

WHAT'S LEFT

BY Andrea Zaccariello – 104’

BY Rocky Collins & Lynn von Kersting - 110’

BY Laszlo Barbo - 100'

Edoardo Santilli is a fundamentally goodhearted but
restless forty year old, in constant search for a lucky
break that will change his life. One day, after earning
zilch point zilch from a stack of instant, scratch-away lottery cards, he reads a curious bit of news in a newspaper's cultural page: in Central Italy there's a small town
whose entire population is over the age of eighty.

Marco della Riva, an Italian
student at the elite Swiss
boarding school Mont Rêve, is
not your ordinary guy. A fierce
athlete and secretly a writer, he
is quite the trouble maker and
of course a ladies man. With

Loosely based on the novels "Ricordi di un dissepolto" by Michele Calauti and
"Le Baracche" by Fortunato Seminara, "Quel che resta" recalls the terrifying
moments of the catastrophic earthquake of December 28, 1908 which, in only
30 seconds, destroyed Reggio Calabria and Messina. The film narrates and
interweaves the stories of the survivors, forced to live in shanty towns.

his on-campus nemeses, the
drug-dealing Spanish gang,
vowing to cause Marco and his
group of Italians trouble, life is
a constant game to reach the
finish line without being
caught.

Luca Lionello
photographed
by francodiara

ALL YOU CAN DREAM
Andrea Zaccariello

Enrico Brignano

Mario Rivelli and India Irving

A SPECIAL DAY

THE LANDLORDS

BY Francesca Comencini – 89’

BY Edoardo Gabriellini – 90’

Gina and Marco are very young and determined to
become “someone”. They meet one morning in the
mystical outskirts of Rome. She has an appointment with
a politician that could put in a good word for her to enter
the world of show business. He is the driver that is
supposed to accompany her to the meeting. It is the
occasion they were both waiting for.

Nothing is ever as it seems. And
neither are people. Cosimo and
Elia are two masonry workers in
Rome who are commissioned by
the singer Fausto Mieli to re-tile his house's balcony. An accomplished singer, Fausto has

Francesca Comencini with Filippo Schicchitano
and Giulia Valentini

REMEMBERING
LUCIO DALLA
"QUIJOTE"

QUIJOTE
by Mimmo Paladino – 75’
The feature film Quijote constitutes one-third
of a triumvirate of interrelated artistic endeavors, all completed by the celebrated Spanish
painter Mimmo Paladino. The movie tells the
story of Quijote, that transports the audience
into the knight's imaginary realm with a cast
of live actors .

THE HUMAN CARGO
BY Daniele Vicari – 90’

BY Valerio Zanoli - 80’

An overweight young girl is helped by her guardian angel /favorite singer Anastacia to change her perspective on life. She
will progressively acquire selfconfidence, modify her eating
habits, and share her beautiful
voice with the entire world.

chosen to retire because of his
wife's grave illness. Moira is confined to a wheelchair. The couple
lives withdrawn from the rest of
the world in an apparently paradisiacal corner of the TuscanEmilian Apennines.

Anastacia and Valerio Zanoli

On August 7th 1991
an Albanian ship,
carrying 20 thousand people returns
from Cuba to the
port of Durazzo,
carrying 10 thousand
tons of sugar in its
cargo hold. While it is in the process of unloading its cargo, a crowd of thousands suddenly invades the ship, forcing the captain to head towards Italy. On August 8th
1991 the ship arrives in the port of Bari.

ITAKER

U.S. IN THE U.S.

BY Toni Trupia – 98'

BY Carlo Vanzina – 90'

This is the tale of a journey from Italy into
Germany, in 1962. It’s the peculiar journey
of Pietro, a nine-year-old whose mother died
and who sets out on his quest to find his long
lost father who disappeared after migrating
to another country. He is accompanied by a
self-described friend of his father’s, Benito
Stigliano, a young man with a dubious past
who is looking for a personal redemption
and is willing to do anything to get it. During
Toni Trupia
their journey, Pietro and Benito experience
different worlds: the Bochum factory, the
urban Italian community (aka Itaker: a derogatory term for Italians, one of the
many epithets given to Italian immigrants in Germany).

U.S. in the U.S. is the
story of Antonio, a waiter who has been ruined
by his passion for gambling; of Angela, an unmarried secretary consumed with anxiety; of
Nino, a divorced and jobless mechanic; of Carmen, a
temporary employee who is also a shopaholic; and of Michele, a naïve young man who grew up in a zoo. These five characters have little in common but are brought together by a fate when a notary comes into their lives to deliver the news of inheritance left to them by a father none
of them ever got to know.

THE NEW KINGS OF ITALIAN COMEDY

Presenting

THE WORST CHRISTMAS
OF MY LIFE

FAUSTO
BRIZZI
talian scriptwriter and director Fausto
Brizzi is an expert at making amusing
and messy comedy situations. He’s a
master at ironically mingling men and
women, things and feelings, looks and
personalities.

I

Born in Rome in 1968, he graduated from
Centro Sperimentale di Cinematografia
and after a few successful and awardwinning theatrical endeavors, in 1994 he
started writing screenplays. In 1998 he
penned the miniseries “Lui e lei” by
Luciano Manuzzo, starring Vittoria
Belvedere and Enrico Mutti. He followed
that up with the TV movies “Tutti gli
uomini sono uguali” (1998) and “Baldini
e Simoni” (1999).
Brizzi’s talent was soon noticed and
appreciated by director Neri Parenti, who
recruited him for his select team of
screenwriters. Brizzi became one of the
most humorous “pens” of the so called
“cinepanettoni” (the typical Italian
comedic fims that come out during the
Christmas season). He was responsible
for the success of films like “Tifosi”
(1999), “Bodyguards – Guardie del
corpo” (2000), “Merry Christmas”
(2001), “Natale sul Nilo,” “Natale a
Miami,” “Natale in India,” “Natale a New
York.” His wit landed him the
screenwriting credit of actor and director
Christian De Sica’s feature film “The
Clan” (2005). In the meantime he
continued writing for television, penning
the series “Sei forte maestro” (2000),
“Valeria medico legale” (2000) and the
TV movies “Non ho l’età” (2001) and “Il
mio amico Babbo Natale” (2005).
His big breakthrough dated back to 2006
when he debuted as a director in “Notte

by Alessandro Genovesi – 93’
Three days before Christmas, Giorgio
his wife Clara and their daughter
Margherita are invited to spend the
holidays in the castle belonging to
Alberto Paolo, Margherita’s husband,
who will join them shortly thereafter.
The castle is a little jewel nestled in
the snowy slopes of Monte Rosa, a
place that Alberto has recently
bought, after having miraculously
survived a disease that was to inevitably lead to his death.

Nina Senicar, Fausto Brizzi
and Paolo Genovese

prima degli esami.” The film
presented Giorgio Faletti, Cristiana
Capotondi and Nicolas Vaporidis as
a small group of students in 1989,
on the eve of their final high school
exams. The film was a sleeper hit
and went on to gross over 15
million euros; in 2007 its sequel
was generated: “Notte prima degli
esami – oggi.” Brizzi received the
David di Donatello award for Best
New Director, as well as numerous other
acknowledgements including Ciak d’Oro
and the Audience Award at the Annecy
Festival.
In 2009, Brizzi shot, once again with
Cristiana Capotondi, the ensemble
comedy “Ex,” an episodic film about the
love hardships of people aged from 20 to
50, set in Rome, Paris and New Zealand.
The film’s other actors included Claudio
Bisio, Nancy Brilli, Fanio De Luigi,
Alessandro Gassman, Flavio Insinna and
Silvio Orlando. “Ex” was nominated for
eight Nastro d’Argento awards and nine
David di Donatello (The Academy of
Italian Cinema) awards.
After a screenwriting detour for “Natale
in crociera” and “Oggi sposi,” the
filmmaker was back behind the camera to
tell us about the big “war” we are all
involved in every day: ”Maschi contro
femmine” (2010) and “Femmine contro
maschi” (2011). A year later he directed

CARLO!
by Gianfranco Giagni and Fabio Ferzetti - 75'
In "Carlo!" the cinema of Carlo Verdone is seen from inside – the actors
and actresses, employees, friends, family, and the roads and the voices
of Rome. Not only the endless game of reflexes from which characters,
characters and stories are born, but also the art, the skills of observation,
the use of body and voice, the birth and the psychology of male characters, and the complicated relationship with those women.

THE ILLEGAL PRINCE
A PERFECT FAMILY
by Paolo Genovese – 120'
The film protagonist is Leone, 50
years old, a rich, powerful and
mysterious man, but above all, a
lonely person. He is actually so
lonesome that he decides to hire a
crew of performers to play the
members of the family he never
had. The performance is staged
on Christmas Eve but what is
expected to be the most magical
and traditional celebration of the
year turns into a real nightmare
for all those who end up in
Leone’s world of cynicism and
extravagance.

Claudia Gerini and Fabio De Luigi in his
own comedy “Com’è bello far l’amore,”
about a couple undergoing a typical crisis
who are helped by a porn star. His latest
effort is “Pazze di me” in which Francesco
Mandelli plays the only male in a
cumbersome family of seven women.

SHORT-CUT
IS BEAUTIFUL

Ilaria Cirino Pomicino
WHAT A PROBLEM
by Ilaria Cirino Pomicino - 11'
Leonardo is engaged to
Carolina but has now been
unemployed for two months.
Falling prey to anxiety, one
morning he decides to terminate his painful situation and
attempts to commit suicide. But
destiny will prevent him in any
possible way from succeeding...

by Alessandro Siani – 97’'
Hopelessly broke Antonio subsists
on work as a test subject for pharmaceutical companies until he meets
Letizia, a spoilt princess in search of
popularity: he can’t help but falling in
love with her. In a world where the
prejudices of the rich against the
poor are deeply rooted and difficult
to eradicate, the only chance the
poor guy has is to follow the advice
of the Palace Chamberlain,
Anastasio.

INTRODUCING

MASSIMO
GATTI
From Rome, imagery from a true artist
assimo Gatti's photos dedicated to the great Eleonora
Abbagnato, Prima Ballerina at the Opéra Garnier in Paris
and presented in the prestigious Robilant+Voena gallery in
Milan represent a fascinating play of associations between the
evocative shots and the cultural references to great
impressionist art. Modernity. And memory. The immediate
impressions, seized by Gatti's eye, are sometimes evanescent,
on the verge of abstraction, because they were taken with a
motion blur which enhances the careful study of light. They
speak of a moving present. However, at the same time they
establish a connection with the past of the most evocative
representation of dance. Not only and not so much for the
similarity of the subject. But above all for the painting effect that
light and the shots highlight.
The images portray Eleonora Abbagnato in intense and
sometimes intimate moments backstage,
recalling the works dear to certain 19th
century art, above all impressionist
paintings characterised by special
attention to light and by quick brush
strokes.
This comparison is also pointed out by
Giuseppe Tornatore, the great Oscar
winning director, talking explicitly about
Degas' dancers in the preface to the stylish
book published by Skirà and previewed at
the exhibition.
These references highlight the idea that
Massimo Gatti has of his own work: specific
attention to the compositional and chromatic
aspects (precisely the lesson of the
impressionist art of Degas and other
grand masters) connected to a lucid
modern adaptation. Not a quotation
but an original interpretation.
The particularity of this exhibition
at the Robilant+Voena gallery is
given by the interaction of Gatti's
photographs and the works of the
great history of art exhibited at the
same time. An intense and
emotional dialogue.
Eleonora Abbagnato's portraits, the
absolute protagonist, summarise
the artistic photo essay and aesthetic
research. And it is the clever use of the
camera, without ever using the flash or other
lighting equipment that allows Gatti to
capture precious original light, interpreting
reality as a pure visual sensation.
These essential, almost abstract snaps,
dosed with elegant formal and expressive
balance mark an important turning point in
this artist's life, confirming his role as one
of the protagonists of contemporary
photography.

M

Massimo Gatti and Eleonora Abbagnato

Massimo Gatti and Charlize Therone

Massimo Gatti whit Bianca Balti
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KUDOS TO

GIULIANO GEMMA
A tribute to the beloved actor, an icon of the Spaghetti-Westerns
iuliano Gemma was born in Rome on September 2,
1938. After moving to Rome in 1944, he stepped on a
mine buried beneath a lawn. The accident caused him
several injuries, one of which still shows on his left
cheekbone. In his teen years he developed a passion for
boxing and cinema, especially for action movies, a genre
that years later would become his own.
At the age of eighteen he started working as a stuntman.
Before long director Duccio Tessari assigned him his first
main role as Krios in “Arrivano i Titani” (1961).
Luchino Visconti chose him to play a General in
Garibaldi’s army in his unforgettable “Il Gattopardo,”
after which followed the successful movies “Angelica “
and “Angelica alla corte del re.”
But Gemma became a real celebrity, thanks to the
Spaghetti Western genre with movies such as: “Una
pistola per Ringo,” “Il ritorno di Ringo,” “Adiós
gringo,” “Un dollaro bucato,” “I lunghi giorni della
vendetta,” “Per pochi dollari ancora,” and “I giorni
dell'ira.”
Some other movies were played under the psedonym of
Montgomery Wood.
He paired with Bud Spencer for “Anche gli angeli
mangiano fagioli”; and further explored this comedic
genre alongside Ricky Bruch in “Anche gli angeli tirano
di destro.” He was Robin Hood in “L'arciere di
Sherwood” and a primitive man in “Quando le donne
avevano la coda.”
Moving on to more engaging films, Gemma appeared in
Valerio Zurlini’s “Il deserto dei Tartari,” one of his best
performances, as well as Pasquale Squitieri’s “Il prefetto
di ferro” and a significant role in Damiano Damiani’s
“Un uomo in ginocchio”, in 1979, a film that established
him as dramatic actor. During the ‘80s he played
in “Tenebre” by Dario Argento and “Speriamo che sia
femmina” by Mario Monicelli and incarnated the
celebrated comic character Tex Willer in “Tex e il signore
degli abissi”, a film originally conceived for the small
screen. From the end of the ‘80s to the present date he
worked mainly for TV productions.
He excelled in all genres, from comedy to period pieces,
from mafia dramas to adventure films, from cloak and
dagger films to police thrillers, giving life to a variety of
characters including dramatic and profound
personalities.
With over 100 movies, he was the recipient of several
prestigious awards including the David di Donatello, the
Karlovy Vary International Film Festival’s Best Actor
Award, the Globo d'oro, the Nastro d'argento and
three Premio De Sicas.
During his long career, Giuliano Gemma worked with
such international stars as Kirk Douglas, Rita Hayworth,
Henry Fonda, John Houston, Klaus Kinsky, Fernando Rey,
Florinda Bolkan, Alain Delon, Liv Ullman, Jack Palance,
Catherine Deneuve, Ursula Andress, and Claudia
Cardinale.

G

Giuliano Gemma

Vera and
Giuliano Gemma

Terry Gilliam, Steven Zaillian, Giuliano Gemma and Paul Haggis (Ischia 2008)

Honoring

A TALENTED MUSICIAN
WHO CAME FROM
THE ITALIAN COUNTRYSIDE

ZUCCHERO

Luciano Pavarotti’s best friend who has performed
alongside some of music’s greatest tatents
such as Bono, Clapton, May and Sting

“SUGAR”

FORNACIARI
A true world reknown artist
conic Italian musician Zucchero “Sugar”
Fornaciari will be feted in Hollywood on
the eve of the Academy Awards, together
with music composer Dario Marianelli,
who received his second Oscar nomination
for Joe Wright’s “Anna Karenina.”
For the popular rocker from Emilia, now a
regular guest in Los Angeles where he often
performs in concert, two galas have been
scheduled: On February 21, at the Grammy
Museum (with the screening of Vincenzo
Mollica’s Rai 1 news special and the
presentation of this year’s special
prize “L.A. Italia Excellence Award”
whose past recipients have included
Ennio Morricone, Andrea Bocelli
and Vasco Rossi); and on February
22, at the Chinese Theatre (with the
screening of a live tour performance
in Havana for his new album “La
Sesion Cubana,” the music project
that catapulted him to the top of the ITune charts at the beginning of 2013).
“In the year of the Italian culture in
America, the tribute to Zucchero is a
righteous acknowledgement, as he is
one of the few Italian artists who is
appreciated everywhere in the world,”
declared the honorary president of Los
Angeles, Italia – Film, Fashion and Art
Fest, Tony Renis, adding, “Sugar is an artist
of the future. It’s no coincidence that he
became Luciano Pavarotti’s best friend,
and has taken his place on the world stage
alongside many of the most recognizable
names in music including Bono, Eric
Clapton and Miles Davis. Not to mention
that he was also a 2007 Grammy Award
nominee in the category “Traditional R & B
Vocal,” concludes Renis, one of the main
supporters of the festival founded and
produced by Pascal Vicedomini in 2006 for
Istituto Capri nel mondo Insistute, and
promoted – this year – in collaboration
with Ice and Eni, and with the support of
Mibac’s DG Cinema.

GIUSEPPE
VERDI,
MY HERO
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DOMENICO MODUGNO'S BIOPIC ON THE SCREEN

BEPPE FIORELLO
STARRING AS MR. VOLARE

Trudie Styler, Zucchero, Clive
Davis and≤ Neil Portnow

LA SESION
CUBANA
by Cristian Biondani – 120’
Italy’s biggest rock star is back,
this time, with a new collection
of music recorded in Havana
and produced by Don Was.
Seven well-known songs from
his repertoire, like Baila (Sexy
Thing), have been rearranged to
vibrate with some percussive
Latin drive and six others have
never before been released.

Domenico, a.k.a. Mimmo, has barely outgrown his
childhood when he escapes from the poverty of a
small village in the Southern region of Apulia,
seeking to make his fame and fortune in Rome.
Thousands of other young men during those postwar years, when Italy is struggling to piece itself
back together again, board the so-called “Sun
trains” to look for work in the factories of Milan,
Turin and Genoa. But not Domenico Modugno.
He feels the call of the stage, he wants to become an actor. Problem is, he has no money, and
there is precious little his parents can do to help.
To travel to Rome, and audition at the Centro
Sperimentale di Cinematografia film school, he
hitch-hikes on a bus of pilgrims heading northwards for the
Holy Year. His first accomodation in the capital is a shelter for the homeless. Having been offered hospitality for three days, he lies and cajoles his way into
staying there for a few months. As he waits for the audition results, his only means of survival is
singing for his supper, quite literally, in his own dialect in Roman haunts. The good news is, he gets into the film
school against the odds of thousands of other candidates for the acting and directing courses.
Still, the struggle is an uphill one: his heavily accented Italian does not help, and neither does his insubordination
to rules and regulations. But he’s got talent, and by the end of the fresher’s year he is top of his class. His days are
long and tough: course-work in the mornings, long queues in the afternoons at the gates of the Cinecittà film
studios in the hope of landing a walk-on part in some B-movie, or one of those light-entertainment musical flicks
led by the undisputed king of Italian song, Claudia Villa. In the evenings, Mimmo sings in small downtown bars.
This is the Italy of the fifties, with a backbone of young men full of dreams and not a penny to spare. The context is
harsh and yet open to possibilities. There is frustration, but also magic in the air, the possibility for “poor but
handsome” men and women to make their way up thanks to talent and initiative. Mimmo meets the friends of a
lifetime, Franco Migliacci and Riccardo Pazzaglia. The one an anarchist from Tuscany, a ladies man who scrapes a
living inking children’s cartoons on a small publication run by the Communist Party.

EVERYONE IS PART ITALIAN
The common feeling of the world for this amazing country
MARTHA DE LAURENTIIS
President L.A. Italia 2013

t has been an incredible privilege over
the past 33 years to serve as a sort of
bridge between everything Italian and
American, Italian and American cinema
in particular. My husband Dino, as one of
the founding filmmakers of the Italian
neorealism movement, saw firsthand
after World War II how film functioned to
disseminate the ideals of a new Italy. The
world got to see Italy as not just a
repository of artistic and historic
wonders, but a living, vibrant, modern
culture.
Italy became a powerhouse in fashion and
design, and Rome became the capital of a
certain glamorous, international world.
Even more importantly, cinema enabled
the dreams and aspirations of ordinary
Italians to be compellingly
communicated abroad. In this way, film
was Italy's greatest ambassador to the
world. Today, electronic
communications have made the world
smaller, but cinema remains the most
powerful way for a culture to convey the
human qualities that make all of us
unique, and also alike.
In this festival today, we celebrate Italian
cinema, its past treasures and its present
ones. I'm thrilled that we also honor Al
Pacino, one of the jewels of ItalianAmerican culture. There's a bit of history
between Dino and Al. Around the same
time that Al Pacino was a struggling young
actor, Dino moved to New York to pursue
his own dream of making it in America,
hoping to relaunch his career as a
producer
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of epic Hollywood films. He left
everything behind and packed up the
family, knowing that if he didn't succeed
in his first years here, he'd be forced to
return to Rome with his tail between his
legs. He had filmed THE VALACHI
PAPERS, and befriended its author Peter
Maas. Peter showed Dino the first fifty
pages of his next project, a book detailing
the undercover exploits of a courageous,
extraordinarily principled NYPD cop, a
real life Italian-American hero named
Frank Serpico. From what he read, Dino
saw that it was explosive, exciting, and
dramatic, and made Peter an offer he
couldn't refuse – half a million dollars –
an unheard of sum back then. He then
proceeded to woo Sidney Lumet, and
pursue a talented young actor who was
making waves on Broadway. The film? A
massive worldwide hit.
Al Pacino? A star, and Oscar winner.
Those sunglasses? Iconic.
Thoughts of moving back to Italy were
banished by Dino's breakout success.
He'd follow it up with a bunch of films
including THREE DAYS OF THE
CONDOR, DEATH WISH and KING
KONG. And go on to meet me!
This festival is a wonderful opportunity to
see some classic films on a big screen,
and also introduce us to the most exciting
new voices in Italian cinema, the talented
folks who will go on to make iconic films
in Italy and America alike. So, welcome
all, to the dreams of Italy's past, present,
and future!

Dina and Martha De Laurentiis
Carlo Lizzani, Sylvester Stallone and Francesco Maselli

Barbara and Bobby Moresco

Dino De Laurentiis
Francesca Neri
and Robert Davi

Keith Carradine and Lous Nero

Peter Fonda

Giuliana Depandi and her parents Eduardo and Anna
Mira Sorvino

Carolina Crescentini, Joe Mantegna and Chiara Francini

Art Furia and Danny De Vito

Pietro Scalia

Steven Seagal

Patrizia Pellegrino and F. Murray Abraham

John Savage
Michael Giacchino
Mauro Fiore and wife
Clarissa Burt

Taryne and Romina Power

BEAUTIFUL
GREEN ISLAND
The gem of Naples’ bay
n behalf of myself and the Carrieros, I wish to welcome all the
artists, media and guests contributing to the success of Ischia
Global Film & Music Fest. Ten years have now gone by, and yet it
seems only yesterday that we and Pascal Vicedomini embarked on
this extraordinary adventure. Now, a decade later, the event has
established itself as part of the island’s history. This result fills us
with pride and encourages us toward improvement, as we are
aware that this well-known event continues to bathe us in the
world’s spotlight year after year. We have come to find ourselves
responsible for an event that seeks to advance the image of Ischia
and of the Campania region around the world. This responsibility
inspires us to work hard to fulfill it. Every year, part of that goal is
to excel in the areas of content and participation, and to guarantee
a high level of quality, even in this difficult moment of a global
financial crisis.
Ischia Global Fest continues to enthrall its guests, both on the
cultural scene and in the international show biz industry, as it
turns the Green Island into a privileged destination during the
summer. Pictures of contemporary celebrities alongside the black
and white footage in the archive of RAI’s Istituto Luce means that
we are on the right track in managing the masterpiece of Mr.
Angelo Rizzoli.
Today it is essential - now more than ever - to look ahead with big
ideas and strategies that lead the way, and to have - with Pascal great friends that support and promote us around the world, such
as Rick Nicita, Paula Wagner, Trudie Styler and Sting, Dante
Ferretti and Francesca Lo Schiavo, Aurelio and Jaqueline De
Laurentis, Tony Renis and Elettra Morini, Marina and Benedetta
Cicogna, Enrico Lucherini and Gianluca Pignatelli, Franco Nero
and Vanessa Redgrave, and many others. Ischia Global Film &
Music Fest is now an incontrovertible reality in Campania and in
the whole south of Italy, and I wish to thank all Ischia residents
and its tourists who allow us to fly high on the wake of the legendary Angelo Rizzoli.
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Giancarlo Carriero and Rutger Hauer

Monica Bellucci

Sofia Vergara

Jeremy Renner

Channing Tatum and Dito Montiel

Gerard Butler
Rob Reiner and Marco Giallini

Manda Mosher and Enzo Gragnaniello
Jane Alexander and Sveva Alviti

LOOK AT SARDINIA
The new project should take place the last week of August
GIANCARLO VASQUEZ
PRESIDENT OF THE SARDINIA CLUB OF
ARTISTS, LOOKS FORWARD TO A NEW
FILM & FASHION FESTIVAL ON THE
ENCHANTING SMERALDA COAST
hanks to an initiative by Sardinia Club of the Artists, in collaboration with Pascal Vicedomini, a new event on the international scene is expected to take place at the end of the summer.
From August 20 to 26, right before the start of the new Italian and
international artistic and cultural season, this new film review
will promote Italian and European cinema. This happening is
going to launch a trend, involving media and thrilling
audiences. Its strategic timing, right before the start of
the Venice Film Festival (end of August and beginning of
September), will guarantee the attention of cinema moguls, entertainers, businesses, and favorites from the
worlds of music, culture and fashion. It will be an extraordinary showcase set in a prestigious location, with
personalities from the world of entertainment and culture. Sardinia Film & Fashion World Fest will unfold during seven days of special screenings, music performances, exhibitions, awards ceremonies and pressers, strengthening the link between the star system
and the industry experts and mass media. Amid this big gathering
of protagonists from the entertainment and fashion industries, a
week of artistic and sports activities (including charity-benefit
golf, tennis, horseback riding and water sporting events) at some
of the most beautiful Sardinian resorts.
Sardinia Film & Fashion World Fest is a new initiative in terms of
method and content, and has all the right elements to become –
from its very first edition – a reference point for the global cultural, artistic and film industries. It’s also going to be a different
HAPPENING in terms of its formula: It will be itinerant, winding
through the most inviting places and hotels of Sardinia, an island
that has always been regarded as one of the most recognized global tourism “pearls.” This event is also an OPPORTUNITY for real
communication supporting the brands that will be given the chance to match up with big personalities of the show-biz, fashion and
sports industries, namely, the guests of the event.
It will be a creative TOOL as well, combining classic tradition with
a young universe, in an explosive formula designed to bring out
new talents. And finally it will be a real ROOM where professionals from the culture and communication arenas (media, film
directors, actors, producers, entrepreneurs and field operators)
can meet and interact. With the inception of Sardinia Film & Fashion World Fest, Sardinia takes her place between Ischia and Capri on the calendar of international events promoting Italian cinema, music and culture, as an appointment not to be missed.
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Featured in the new Fausto Brizzi movie, “Crazy for Me”

www.fiart.com

Stnig e Giancarlo Vasquez

ROCCO PAPALEO’S
UPCOMING MOVIE
FEATURE THE MARVELOUS
ITALIAN ISLAND

join us on

FRIENDSclub

ike a magnet, since 2006, L.A. Italia has attracted an
amazing group of people to the heart of Hollywood to
celebrate the arts, fashion and cuisne of Italy. As we
reflect on the past seven years we proudly present a
seleciton of images of our friends who have made our
Festival a huge success. We thank them for their support and welcome them to the 8th edition of the most
spontaneus celebration of Italy in America.

Rupert and Wendy Murdoch with Barbara
and Jim Gianopulos

L

Diego and Leonardo Diego Della Valle with Karl Lagerfeld

Umberto Gatica and David Foster
Lawrence Bender

Michael Fassbender and Lee Daniels

Enrico Lucherini and Francesca Neri
Raffaella Leone

Maria Grazia Cicinotta and Douglas Kirkland

Forest and Keisha Whitaker
Giovanni Minoli

Luca Cordero di Montezemolo
Valero Massimo Manfredi

Armando and Cheryl Gallo
Linda and Sebastian Harrison

Vincenzo Mollica

Special Thanks

LOS ANGELES ITALIA

Jack and Leslie Kavanaugh

Karolina Kurkova and Archie Drury

Jason Weinberg

DONALD AND
ALWYN KUSHNER
THE RECORDING ACADEMY
GRAMMY MUSEUM
SOHO HOUSE, L.A.
HYATT CENTURY PLAZA
FOURTH DIMENSION
ROMANA LLC
USA PRINTING
CAPRI TRAVELS

Valentino, Gwyneth Paltrow and Giannetti

Alwyn Kushner

Donald Kushner

THE MAGIC BRIDGE
CONTINUES TO GROW
AL NEWMAN
Vice-President L.A. Italia

s many of you may recall, in last year’s brochure I
commented that: “through his three annual festivals,
Pascal Vicedomini has been building a solid bridge between
the motion picture industries of Italy and the U.S., piece by
piece and brick by brick.” Thus, I’m delighted that his efforts
have been recognized by the Italian authorities by including
LA, Italia as one of the major events in the nationwide "2013:
Year of Italian Culture in the United States" program. What a
wonderful accomplishment… Congratulazioni Pascal!
This wonderful honor could not have happened, nor could the
bridge between the industry of our two countries continue to
be built, without his long standing relationships with the major
studios, the major independents and the amazing executives
that run them, as well as the plethora of American and Italian
filmmakers and performing artists whose films have graced
Al and Gail Newman
the screens of the Chinese Theatres these past eight years.
So grazie mille to Fox, Warner Bros., Sony Pictures
Entertainment, Sony Pictures Classics, Paramount,
Universal, The Weinstein Company, New Regency,
Millennium/Nu Image, Lionsgate /Summit, Relativity
Media and others for your continuing participation and
collaboration in making LA, Italia the success that it has
become and for continuing to build and strengthen the
bridge.
Another bridge-builder this year is the introduction of
the Jack Valenti – L.A., Italia Legend Award, which will
be given annually to an outstanding ItalianAmerican who has made major contributions to
the motion picture industry. The award is
named in honor of the late Jack Valenti, the
long-time president of the MPAA and uberstatesman. We sincerely thank Jack’s wife Mary
Margaret and daughter Courtenay for
permitting us to do so.
And let us not forget the bricks that are being
laid in the world of music, as we continue to
collaborate with Neil Portnow and the
Recording Academy with the festival’s second
event at the Grammy Museum at LA Live in
downtown Los Angeles. This year we will fete
the iconic Italian singer Zucchero following
last year’s successful premier event honoring
the charming and talented Peppino de Capri.
Thanks to Pascal, his associates and
sponsors, L.A., Italia has become an integral part of
the fabric of Oscar® week here in Los Angeles –
not only with screenings, concerts and
fashion shows, but also with provocative
symposia dealing with many timely issues
concerning the content, production and
distribution of theatrical motion pictures
from a global perspective.
I fervently hope that this bridge between the
artistic communities of Italy and the U.S. will
become bigger and stronger as it continues to
expand in the years ahead.
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HERE IS THE

PARTY

Screenings, performances, conferences and much more:
interesting people to attend the seven days extravaganza
he Italian-American talent manager and producer Rick Nicita, who is
chairing Los Angeles, Italia 2013, producer Martha De Laurentiis
serving as the Festival's president and producer Mark Canton, this year’s
Honorary Co-Chair, will welcome the Italian delegates at TCL Chinese
Theatres and will celebrate the opening of the happening with them at the
Italian Lounge on Sunday, February 17th. The Oscar-winning screenwriter and director Steven Zaillian, as well as producer Trudie Styler, president of the Ischia Global Film & Music Fest, will promote the world
presentation of the event scheduled on the Green Island, from July 14th –
21st. In addition actors Michael Fassbender, Rutger Hauer, Joe Mantegna,
Enrico Brigano; actresses Melissa Leo, Sofia Vergara, Moran Atias, Malin
Akerman, Sofia Milos, Madalina GheneaBarbara Bouchet; TV celebrities
Clarissa Burt, Nina Senicar; directors Kenny Ortega, Lee Daniels, Dito
Montiel; as well as executives Harvey Weinstein, Ryan Kavanaugh, Avi Lerner, Alan Shapiro, Art Linson, Patrick Wachsberger; music legends Mike Stoller together with Corky Hale,
Nicole Slack Jones, Manda Mosher, Geeta Govotny and many
other global and Italian friends of the Capri in the World
Institute will be in attendance. Avriel Vromen, Evan L. Haney
Vromen, Lady Victoria Hervey and Kelly Brook Dario Marianelli and Valeria Marini, Eugenia Chernyshova, Sofia Castanova and Ciera Foster, Natalia Kapchuk and Susanna Smit.
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Olga Benenson

Lady Victoria Hervey and Kelly Brook

Eugenia Chernyshova
Heidi Jo Markel

Natalia Kapchuk

Nicole Slake Jones
Marco Beltrami and Valeria Marini
Barri Navidi

Tommy
Alastra
Fisher Stevens and Matt Dillon

Camilla and Lucila Sola
Frazier

Roberto Zincone and Malin Akerman

Ciera Foster and Danny Glover
Afef

PAZ VEGA
IN LOVE FOR
MARIA DI NAZARETH

Moran Atias and Evan L. Haney

Alex Meneses

IIP TAKES THE GIFT ROOM
TO LOS ANGELES ITALIA 2013
Italian Independent Productions will organize the LA ITALIA GIFT ROOM at the 8th Film,
Fashion and Art Fest. All celebrities attending the event can
visit the Gift Room
@ Trastevere at
Hollywood & Highland, where they
will receive presents
offered by the leading Italian brands.
The facility will also
feature many magnificent surprises from
well known Rainbow. The talented photographers Pietro Coccia and Gianni Riccio will
take pictures of all the celebrities visiting the
L.A Italia GIFT ROOM for the official book of
the event.

Maria Bello and Gisella Marengo
Christian Slater

Avriel Vromen
Alessia and Andrea Morricone

A Luxe Vide Production

Vince Spano and Elisabetta Canalis

Sofia Castanova

THE NEW 2013 SETS, FROM MORETTI TO OZPETEK
MARTONE TO NARRATE LEOPARDI, AND A ‘SOCIAL' MOVIE FOR MUCCINO
A number of new sets
await some big Italian
film directors in 2013

NANNI
MORETTI

DARIO BALDI

RICCARDO
SCAMARCIO

MARIO MARTONE
FERZAN OZPETEK
C’è sempre un perché - by Dario Baldi, with Maria Grazie Cucinotta, will be
distributed by Lucky Red in February 2013.

Nanni Moretti is beginning work on a new movie
(shooting is expected to start next summer), and is
currently holding multiple auditions at various high
schools throughout Rome.

RENZO MARTINELLI
The third person - by Paul Haggis, will be out in 2014 – distributed
by Moviemax, featuring Adrien Brody and Riccardo Scamarcio

In April, Ferzan Ozpetek is bound to call “Action” for “Allacciate le cinture” while Mario
Martone will start filming “Il giovane favoloso” (working title), about the 19th century
Italian poet Giacomo Leopardi.

GABRIELE
PAOLO SORRENTINO MUCCINO

CARLO CARLEI
11 settembre 1683 - by Renzo Martinelli, with Murray
Abraham, due out on January 31, 2013.

VALERIA GOLINO

This is Paolo Sorrentino’s new movie, whose protagonists include Tony Servillo, Sabrina
Ferilli and a surprise appearance by Carlo Verdone. A French-Italian co-production joining
Indigo Films and Medusa Films for Italy and Babe Films and Pathé for France, the film is set
in Rome – where it has been shot entirely – and is due out in theatres in May 2013.

“Italy in a Day”, Gabriele Muccino’s latest project, is
allegedly a social film (made with internet users’ footage), harking back to Kevin MacDonald’s “Life in a Day”.

Vi perdono - by Valeria Golino, with Jasmine Trinca, opening in
February 2013 thanks to Lucky Red.

Romeo e Giulietta - by Carlo Carlei, with Hailee Steinfeld, Douglas Booth and
Paul Giamatti, produced by Indiana, whose partners include Gabriele Muccino.
The movie is scheduled to open in the United Kingdom on February 14, 2013.

CINECITTÀ STUDIOS AND GLOBAL SOLIDARITY

HONORING SEAN PENN TO SUPPORT HAITI
ne year after the charity event
organized in memory of Audrey
Hepburn for her support of Unicef's
efforts against malnutrition in Chad,
Desiree Colapietro Petrini is now backing
a new and important project that combines
cinema and global solidarity with a charity
dinner in honor of American actor Sean
Penn, founder of the J/P Haitian Relief
Organization.
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The event in support of J/P HRO - a nonprofit organization founded by Penn in
response to the January 12, 2010
earthquake in Haiti which killed more than
two hundred thousand people - will be
held Saturday, November 17th at the
Cinecittà Studios on the official closing
night of the Rome Film Festival.
The charity dinner has been organized by
Ms. Petrini with the backing of Cinecittà
and its president Luigi Abete, Giorgio
Armani along with the friends and
companies that have donated an item for
the auction or by simply making a
contribution to J/P HRO.
The evening event will take place thanks
also to three-time Oscar winners Dante
Ferretti and Francesca Lo Schiavo, as
production and set designers of Stage 10
that is hosting the dinner, with actor Fabio
Volo as auctioneer. More than 500 guests
are expected to attend.
The fundraiser for J/P HRO is
possible thanks to the auction
and donations made to the
organization. A table for 10
can be purchased for 10.000
Euros. The J/P HRO mission
is simple: save lives and offer
sustainable programs to the
Haitian people quickly and
effectively. Since the
devastating earthquake that
struck Haiti on January 12,
2010, J/P HRO has been on the
ground, working with the
Haitian people not only to help
their recovery but also to build
a better and sustainable future
for themselves and their
communities.
To learn more about how
donations are used, please visit
www.jphro.org

Desiree Colapietro Petrini
and Sean Penn

Giuseppe Basso,
general manager
Cinecittà Studios

Luigi Abete,
president Cinecittà Studios

DAILY PROGRAM • SCREENINGS AND EVENTS
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17
09:00am Honoring an Italian Maestro of
Cinematic Art Doc Once Up a Time…
Sergio Leone dir Giovanni Minoli (60’)
10:15am Eni - Culture by Energy -The
Mattei Affair dir Francesco Rosi (116')
12:30pm Tribute the Legendary ItalianAmerican Actor AL PACINO - Scent of a
Woman dir Martin Brest (157’)
4:10pm Welcome to Los Angeles, Italia
2013 - Attending Riccardo Monti, president
Ice Carlo Bocchi, Italian Trade Commissioner
– Alberto Di Mauro, director IIC
4:20pm Mont Reve dir Rocky Collins and
Lynn Von Kersting (110') - World Premiere
The actors and producers Mario Rivelli and
India Irving will be attending the event.
6:30pm Introducing L.A. Italia 2013 –
Attending Giuseppe Perrone, Consul General
of Italy - Rick Nicita, Chairman - Martha De
Laurentiis, President Mark Canton,
Honorary Chair and Pascal Vicedomini, L.A.
Italia producer
6:45 pm Honoring Producer and Director
Iginio Straffi Gladiators of Rome dir Iginio
Straffi (95') - Special Screening • The producer-director will be attending the event.
8:30 pm Honoring Al Pacino with the
inaugural Jack Valenti - LA, Italia Legend
Award
8:45 pm Honoring Actor and Director
Michele Placido The Lookout dir Michele
Placido (89') - US Premiere • The director
will be attending the event.
10:40 pm Celebrating the Spaghetti
Western’s Master - Doc Giuliano Gemma:
An Italian in the World dir Vera Gemma
(75’) - World Premiere
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18
9:15 am Doc Enrico Mattei dir Giovanni
Minoli (60')
10:30 am Celebrating the Spaghetti
Western’s Master - Texas, Addio dir
Ferdinando Baldi (93')
12:30 pm Remembering the Italian composer Lucio Dalla Quijote dir Mimmo
Paladino (76'). Music by Lucio Dalla
2:00 pm Doc Carlo! dir Gianfranco Giagni
and Fabio Ferzetti (75') - US Premiere
3:30 pm What’s Left dir Laszlo Barbo
(100’) - US Premiere
5:15 pm Honoring the Italian actor and
director Michele Placido Viva l'Italia dir
Max Bruno (111') - US Premiere • The actor
Michele Placido will be attending the event
7:20 pm Doc Open Heart dir Kief Davidson
(40') - 2013 Oscar® Nominee, Best Doc
Short - The director will be attending the
event.
To follow All You Can Dream dir Valerio
Zanoli (80') - US Premiere - The director will
be attending the event
10:00 pm Evil Things dir Simone
Gandolfo (88') - World Premiere - The
actress Marta Gastini will be attending the
event

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19
9:00 am Celebrating the Spaghetti
Western’s Master Django Kill… If You
Live, Shoot! dir Giulio Questi (100')
11:00 am Eni - Culture by Energy -The
Mattei Affair dir Francesco Rosi (116’)
1:15 pm Doc Artisan Resistence dir
Antonio Manco (21') - The director will be
attending the event
To Follow The Usual Idiots - Part 2 dir
Enrico Lando (90') - US Premiere
3:40 pm Tribute the Legendary ItalianAmerican Actor AL PACINO •
The Merchant of Venice dir Michael
Radford (137’)
6:10 pm Honoring the Italian actor and
director Michele Placido
Itaker dir Toni Trupia (98') - US Premiere
The director and the actor Michele Placido
will be attending the event
8:00 pm See You Tomorrow dir Andrea
Zaccariello (104') - World Premiere
The director and the producer Giuseppe
Pedersoli will be attending the event
10:00 pm Franco Nero: The Man of
Thousand Faces dir Carlo Gabriel Nero
(23')
To follow Celebrating the Spaghetti
Western’s Master • Django by Sergio
Corbucci (90')
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20
10:20 am Celebrating the Spaghetti
Western’s Master - Keoma dir Enzo G.
Castellari (108')
12:30 pm Eni - Culture by Energy -The
Mattei Affair dir Francesco Rosi (116’)
2:45 pm A Special Day dir Francesca
Comencini (89') - US Premiere
4:30 pm The Worst Christmas of My Life
dir Alessandro Genovesi (90') - US Premiere
6:30 pm Winx Club 3D: Magical
Adventure dir Iginio Straffi (93') - Special
Screening - The producer-director will be
attending the event.
8:30 pm Crazy for Me dir Fausto Brizzi (94’)
- US Premiere - The director and the actress
Claudia Zanella will be attending the event.
10:30 pm Celebrating the Spaghetti
Western’s Master
Ringo the Killer dir Duccio Tessari (90').
Starring Giuliano Gemma
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21
9:00am Honoring an Italian Maestro of
Cinematic Art
Doc Once Upon a Time…Sergio Leone
dir Giovanni Minoli (60’)
To follow Doc Viva Verdi! dir Giovanni
Minoli ( 60') - US Premiere
11:10 am L.A. Italia – Press Conference
T.B.A.
12:40 pm Maria dir Giacomo Campiotti
(120') - (Starring Paz Vega) - US Premiere
2:50 pm Talking To the Trees dir Ilaria
Borrelli (92') - US Premiere
The director will be attending the event

4:30 pm How Difficulty Is It! dir Ilaria
Cirino Pomicino (11') - US Premiere
The director will be attending the event
To follow The Landlords dir Edoardo
Gabriellini (90') - US Premiere
6:40pm A Perfect Family dir Paolo
Genovese (120') - US Premiere
9:00pm Honoring the Legendary ItalianAmerican Actor AL PACINO
Scarface dir Brian De Palma (200’)

SPECIAL EVENT @ Grammy Museum
8:00 pm A Night at The Grammy
Museum with Zucchero “Sugar”
Fornaciari - Screening and Award
Ceremony - By invitation only - Rsvp.
Zucchero_grammy@losangelesitalia.com

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22
9:30 am The Human Cargo dir Daniele
Vicari (90') - US Premiere
11:20 am Doc - Enrico Mattei dir Giovanni
Minoli (60')
12:30 pm A Song for Paradise dir Nicola
Di Francescantonio (84') - US Premiere
The director will be attending the event
2:10 pm Us in the Us dir Carlo Vanzina
(100') - US Premiere
4:10 pm The Illegal Prince dir Alessandro
Siani (97') - US Premiere
6:00 pm Celebrating the Spaghetti
Western’s Master
Letters to Juliet by Gary Winick (105’).
Special appearance Franco Nero
Starring Amanda Seyfried, Vanessa
Redgrave
8:00 pm LA. ITALIA 2013 Award
Ceremony
To follow Honoring an Italian Music Icon
Zucchero Sugar Fornaciari
La Sesion Cubana dir Cristian Biondani
(120') - US Premiere
10:00 pm Special Event - Screening TBA
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23
9:00 am Honoring the Legendary ItalianAmerican Actor AL PACINO
The Godfather: Part II dir Francis Ford
Coppola (200’)
1:00 pm Short Cut Jet Set dir Antonello
Sarno (20’) - US Premiere
To follow To Rome with Love dir Woody
Allen (112')
3:40 pm Honoring an Italian Maestro of
Cinematic Art - Once Upon A Ttime in
America dir Sergio Leone (229').
Starring Robert De Niro, James Wood,
Elizabeth Mc Govern
7:50pm Doc Open Heart dir Kief Davidson
(40') - 2013 Oscar® Nominee, Best Doc
Short - The director and an Emergency’s
representative will be attending the event.
ADMISSION IS FREE.
FIRST COME, FIRST SEATED.
Please be sure you check the daily
program and book your seats at

www.losangelesitalia.com

